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Lay Voting Information 

This year the Wisconsin Annual Conference will elect three Lay 

Delegates to the 2016 General Conference, and three additional Lay 

Delegates to the North Central Jurisdictional Conference, plus four 

reserve delegates (Conference Policy 140.1.0).   

¶ 36. Article V.—The lay delegates to the General and Jurisdictional 

or Central Conferences shall be elected by the lay members of the 

annual conference or provisional annual conference without regard to 

age, provided such delegates shall have been professing members of The 

United Methodist Church for at least two years next preceding their 

election, and shall have been active participants in The United Methodist 

Church for at least four years next preceding their election, and are 

members thereof within the annual conference electing them at the time 

of holding the General and Jurisdictional or Central Conferences. 

*From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 2012

Candidate Eligibility 

Any Professing Lay Member of a United Methodist Church in the 

Wisconsin Annual Conference who meets the Disciplinary criteria 

listed above is eligible for election.   

One does NOT have to be a Lay Member of the Annual Conference in 

order to be elected as a Lay Delegate to the General or Jurisdictional 

Conferences. 



LAY CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 

TO GENERAL AND JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE 

GAIL BURGESS 
Bristol United Methodist Church 

Professing Member Since: 1965 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I am currently a member of the North Central 

Jurisdictional Mission Council serving as the 

liaison to the Center for Hispanic Ministries 

which offers workshops for laity and clergy and 

works out of Sturtevant, Wisconsin. I served as an 

alternate to the 2012 Jurisdictional Conference in 

Akron, attending all plenary and worship sessions. 

I volunteered at the 2012 Conference in Tampa. 

How have you participated in the life and 

ministry of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

Associate Dean of Faith Alive and a member of 

the Board of Laity, Assistant Dean of UMW’s 

Mission U, Member of the Board of Global 

Ministries (chair, 2008-2013), National Volunteer 

in Missions Committee, the Mission Motivation 

Committee, serving as the Metro South District 

Mission Secretary; and the Community Ministries 

Committee; Episcopacy Committee, Restructuring 

Task Force. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

In 2102 I volunteered as a greeter and information 

booth worker at General Conference. During my 

free time I observed the plenary sessions, 

participated in worship services and handed out 

pamphlets. I attended the 2012 Jurisdictional 

Conference, observing most of the time but sitting 

among the delegates during plenary sessions. We 

participated in worship and meals together. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 
1) The United Methodist Church must continue to

reach out, both in local communities and 

throughout the world, to those who are hurting, in 

poverty, displaced or harmed by disaster, and 

those who do not know God’s love and mercy. 

2) We will truly welcome all persons, regardless

of race, cultural background, sexual orientation or 

past history. 

3) We will strengthen the connection between local

congregations and our districts, conferences, national 

and international church. 

4) We will bring about a peaceful and more just

world as we share God’s love with others. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the General 

and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I have been a United Methodist all my life and I want 

to do what I can to help us as we continue to do 

God’s work. I have experience working with the 

conference and jurisdiction which helps me to 

understand the importance of our connectional 

structure and ways to work within that structure. I am 

able to listen, to share, and to participate with others 

to bring about positive results. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate to 

serve the local church, the Wisconsin Conference, 

and The United Methodist Church? 

I will remain involved at the local, district and 

conference level, sharing my experiences through my 

positions at Faith Alive, Mission U and various 

committees. I would be happy to both speak and 

write of my experiences with all who are interested. 

BARBARA A. DICK 
Madison: Wellspring United Methodist Church

Professing Member Since: 1990 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

Since 2005, I have been an editor for the UM 

Publishing House (on staff and freelance) on 

preaching, worship, and denominational resources. I 

have served as a consultant and author for GBOD. I 

currently serve on the UMW Editorial Board and as 

Managing Editor for the Wellsprings Journal for 

clergywomen, published by GBHEM. I am the 

Managing Editor for Newscope, a weekly news 

digest for UMs across the connection and for The 

2013-2016 UM Directory (both published by 

UMPH). 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

I serve as lay member from my congregation. Since 

2011, I have served as facilitator of the Spiritual 

Formation Resource Team for the conference, 
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coordinating retreats, the Annual Conference 

prayer room and Learning Day. I have offered 

leadership and training across the state in the 

Catalyst Initiative, Equipped for Every Good 

Work, small group training, and others. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

I currently serve as the staff editor for the 

Committee on Correlation and Editorial Review 

(CCER), the team that edits the Book of 

Discipline. In this capacity, I attended the 2012 

General Conference and oversaw all initial edits 

to the 2012 edition. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

My priority for The United Methodist Church is 

for laity and clergy to work in collaborative 

partnership to love God and neighbor as we love 

ourselves. We are individually and collectively 

called to live our faith with integrity and joy, to 

embrace our diversity as strength, to deepen and 

widen the circle of God's love, putting service 

before self. Policy and polity of our institutional 

faith should focus through and shine the light of 

these aspects of faith into the world. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I have been a member of The United Methodist 

Church since 1990, in Delaware, Tennessee, and 

Wisconsin. At our best, our denomination has the 

potential to bring hope and active change to the 

world, to witness to the joy of God's love. I want 

to contribute my knowledge, skills, and 

experience to that effort. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate 

to serve the local church, the Wisconsin 

Conference, and The United Methodist 

Church? 

I will faithfully implement all tasks assigned to 

me through the delegation, I will serve as an 

ambassador for the wider connection in my local 

congregation and beyond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KATIE ESTREM-FULLER 
Chippewa Falls: Trinity United  

Methodist Church 

Professing Member Since: 2005 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

The connectional church has led me to a calling at 

Pine Lake camp to lead and grow with members from 

around the state. In my role as a counselor & program 

coordinator, I have been able to gain valued and 

important relationships with many people. My other 

valued experience has been on the Episcopacy 

Committee of the Wisconsin Annual Conference. 

This has allowed me further understanding & 

knowledge of our connected conference, as well as at 

the jurisdictional level. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

I grew up in the church as a pastor's kid, participating 

& leading in many roles in mission trips & mentoring 

the younger youth. I attended Whispering Pines as a 

camper & have spent the last five summers at Pine 

Lake camp as a counselor & Youth/Special Needs 

Program Coordinator. I have also spent the last three 

years working in my local church as the Nursery 

Supervisor. Finally, it has been a privilege of mine to 

be a member on the Episcopacy Committee, to 

collaborate & share with those around the state & 

Bishop Jung 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

My priorities for The United Methodist Church are to 

engage our youth and young adults. They are our 

next generation of the church and the leaders who 

will lead this denomination into the future. I believe 

that we need to be challenged, imagine new 

opportunities and move in new ways that will include 

a multigenerational church. Another priority is to 

really reach out to our communities to show Jesus's 

love and be a community that cares, as He calls us to 

be. In order to be a multigenerational church for our 

communities, we need to provide family ministries 

for our families in the community. In these 

ministries, our families can connect, grow together, 

and love and support one another. 
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Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I want to be a delegate to the General Conference 

to represent a conference that I am proud and 

excited to be a part of each and every day. As I 

mentioned before, every time that I leave Annual 

Conference, I gain a renewed sense of pride for 

our church. We are not only 480 congregations 

around the great state of Wisconsin, but we are 

much bigger than that and that is overwhelmingly 

powerful. I know that General Conference is an 

extremely important time in our denomination. I 

believe that I have the passion for our church to 

gain further knowledge, discuss and collaborate 

with other delegates. I also believe I have the 

drive and outgoing personality to meet individuals 

around the world and be the best possible delegate 

for the Wisconsin Conference. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate 

to serve the local church, the Wisconsin 

Conference, and The United Methodist 

Church? 

In what way will I not use my experiences as a 

delegate? I know that as a delegate, I would come 

back with a larger understanding for our 

denomination. I also wish to give a youthful 

representation to General Conference & represent 

our young adults, the youth, as well as every 

member in our conference. I feel that I am a 

positive, bold individual who is ready & available 

to serve. I know that I will not only be able to 

share for a short time, but it will affect how I am a 

member in the United Methodist Church. I know I 

am going to be a part of this church for the rest of 

my life, for now, I want to be a part of the most 

important responsibility of the church. 

 

 

LYNNE D. HINES-LEVY 
Milwaukee: Albright United Methodist Church 

Professing Member Since: 1970 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

Assisted in the planning and presentation of the 

“greater Things Than These” summit, sought and 

achieved certification through UMCOR as an 

ERT, Spiritual & Emotional Care Team member, 

Spiritual & Emotional Care Team Leader, 

attended the Train the Trainers ERT course and 

am currently in the process of seeking certification as 

a Lay Minister as listed in the Book of Discipline. 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 
Sought and achieved the status of Certified Lay 

Servant, attended and facilitated Lay Servant 

Ministry courses, attended various District and 

Conference functions and services, at times assisting 

in planning and/or leadership, led small group at 

2013 Sr. Hi. CONVO, and am awaiting final 

certification review to allow me to train UMCOR 

ERTs for the Wisconsin Conference. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

No 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

To move into our future as a new, revitalized family 

unit working together in one accord to follow the 

teachings of Jesus Christ and making the world a 

better place though peaceful and caring ministries. 

Not only where we want to be and doing what we 

want to do, but going where we are called and doing 

what we are called to do without question or thought 

of our own benefit or comfort level, for the good of 

others as we have been directed. To become a more 

unified Church with common goals. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the General 

and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

Our churches are rapidly losing active members, and 

I feel that more visible, “hands-on” participation by 

the laity could help to propel us into a new “user-

friendly” family unit where we can all act as the 

embodiment of Christ on earth. I would hope to bring 

a view from a new perspective in an effort to allow us 

to more clearly see our way into the future. Every 

movement begins with one person. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate to 

serve the local church, the Wisconsin Conference, 

and The United Methodist Church? 

Make every attempt to communicate to those within 

the Wisconsin Conference the decisions made by the 

General Conference and their reasons. Also, in 

reverse, to communicate to the best of my ability and 

within the limits of the position, the needs of the 

Wisconsin Conference and its members to the 

General Conference. As one who is able to see an 

issue from both sides, I hope to be able to lend a non-

biased view to those communications, trying to bring 
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about changes that meet the needs of the many 

and not just a few.  

 

 

LISA KING 
Wisconsin Dells-Delton United Methodist 

Church 

Professing Member Since: 1979 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I am the 2013-14 President & was the 2012-13 VP 

of the National Assoc. of Annual Conference 

Treasurers.  I served on the General Council on 

Finance & Admin. (GCFA) & its Audit & Review 

Comm. 2004-12, the GCFA Financial Services & 

GCFA Nominations Commitees 2004-08, & the 

GCFA Official Forms & Records Comm. (as 

Chair) & the GCFA Property Services Comm. 

2008-12. 

How have you participated in the life and 

ministry of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

I have been the Wisconsin Conference Treasurer 

since December 2000.  As such, I have been 

intimately & constantly involved in overseeing the 

financial & administrative aspects of the life & 

ministry of the Wisconsin Conference for over 13 

years. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

I was a member of the Wisconsin delegations to 

the 2008 & 2012 General & Jurisdictional 

Conferences. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

My main priority for the UMC at the 

denominational level is the restructuring of the 

Church & The Book of Discipline to change the 

current U.S.-centric nature of the UMC & better 

allow for shared power, financial responsibility, & 

contextual adaptability between the U.S. Annual 

Conferences & those outside the U.S.  My other 

priorities include stewardship of financial & other 

resources, resourcing local churches to assist them 

in becoming more vital, & strengthening & 

requiring accountability of clergy & lay 

leadership. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I want to be a delegate to share & respond to the 

various concerns & knowledge that I have gained 

both in my Conference staff position & through my 

experiences with GCFA. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate to 

serve the local church, the Wisconsin Conference, 

and The United Methodist Church? 

I believe that my experience & knowledge will allow 

me to make well-informed decisions on behalf of 

local churches, the Wisconsin Conference, & the 

entire UMC as a delegate to the General & 

Jurisdictional Conferences.  Further, my role as a 

Conference staff member will allow me to share my 

experience as a delegate throughout the Wisconsin 

Conference. 

 

 

JOHN LAWSON 
Pewaukee: Gethsemane United Methodist Church 

Professing Member Since:  1970 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

North Central Jurisdiction - Presiding Officers 

Committee Chair (2012), Elections Committee 

(2008) 

United Methodist Association of Health and Welfare 

Ministries - Older Adult Ministries Section Chair, 

Board of Directors South Indiana Conference - 

Conference Council on Youth Ministries , District 

Lay Leader, Board of Church and Society (Vice 

Chair,) Conference Council on Ministries (Vice 

Chair), Conference Personnel Committee. 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

Certified Lay Servant, 2008 to present 

Conference Personnel Committee, 2009 to present 

Health and Welfare Committee, 2008 to present , 

currently serving as Chair  

Lay Member of Annual Conference 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

General Conference - 2000 (reserve), 2004, 2008, 

2012 (reserve) 

Jurisdictional Conference - 1996 (reserve), 2000, 

2004, 2008, 2012 (reserve) 

I served as a legislative subcommittee vice chair at 

the 2004 General Conference 



7 

LAY 
 

 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

Making Disciples 

Restructuring the Church to provide for essential 

connectional ministries while recognizing current 

fiscal realities. 

Providing the support needed to continue the 

strong growth of the Church outside the United 

States, particularly in Africa (a passion which has 

been a Lawson family tradition). 

Helping the Church regain its passion for social 

holiness, most especially in the area of health and 

welfare ministries. Wisconsin is recognized as a 

leader in this area and we have much to share with 

the connection . 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I have a passion for the Church - nurtured by 

faithful parents (Bishop David and Martha 

Lawson) , wonderful church camping experiences 

and strong mentors in health and welfare 

ministries . I bring experience in both urban and 

rural settings and in both Anglo and African 

American settings. I have been part of the life and 

ministry of three different annual conferences 

including a major restructuring in Indiana. 

I believe I can bring my experience and the 

relationships I have developed across the Church 

(and across theological and political lines) as we 

seek to find ways to move forward at this critical 

juncture in the life of the Church . 

How will you use your experience as a delegate 

to serve the local church, the Wisconsin 

Conference, and The United Methodist 

Church? 

We are at a pivotal point in the life of the Church. 

We face major structural and budget issues. We 

will be electing close to half the Bishops in our 

Jurisdiction who may retire resulting in a major 

reshaping of the episcopacy in the North Central 

Jurisdiction. The relationships I have built across 

the Church will help me advocate for Wisconsin 

as we navigate these challenges. There are always 

opportunities to learn from the experiences of 

other  Conferences . As a Lay Servant, I will bring 

back my learnings and share them with my church 

and other churches where I have the opportunity 

to serve and speak. 

 

 

TOM POPP 
Lake Mills United Methodist Church 

Professing Member Since: 1979 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I was an alternate selected for the 2012 General and 

Jurisdictional Conferences, so I met regularly with 

the delegation from the time of election at the 2011 

Annual Conference until shortly before the 2012 

General Conference. 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

I have been a member of the Lake Mills United 

Methodist Church for thirty-five years. I was a 

member of the Annual Conference for two 

quadrennial terms in the 80s and I have been a 

member again since 2008. I am serving my third 

quadrennium on the Board of Ordained Ministry of 

the Wisconsin Annual Conference and I am a former 

district lay leader of the old Eastern District. I am 

also the recipient of the Bridge Builder Award at 

Annual Conference. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

No. I was an alternate but did not have the 

opportunity to attend either conference. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

We need to be about loving God and loving our 

neighbors. We need to be about making disciples of 

Jesus. We need to be about becoming a church that is 

open and affirming and welcoming to all, not just in 

name but in real and reconciling actions that reach 

out intentionally to include everyone. We need to be 

less about filling the pews and more about being the 

church in the world: when we minister to the physical 

and spiritual needs of God’s children, the pews will 

fill. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the General 

and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I have many years of seasoning and experience with 

how the church works. But also, somehow, as I get 

older, I become more open to change. I’m less afraid 

than I once was. And I believe that God is calling the 

United Methodist Church to embrace a future that 

reflects the love and compassion of Jesus, that 

welcomes persons from cultures that once were 

foreign to it: people who speak Spanish or Korean or 
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any other language, people whose form of 

worship of God is different from the traditional 

way of the North American Church, people who 

are lesbian and gay, people who have children and 

people who don’t, and everyone else. We are all 

sinful, hurting people who yearn for a safe place 

of forgiveness and caring. That’s the church I 

love. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate 

to serve the local church, the Wisconsin 

Conference, and The United Methodist 

Church? 

In any way that is needed by local churches or the 

conference or the denomination. 

 

 

JULIE SCHUBRING 
Kaukauna: Peace United Methodist Church 

Professing Member Since: 1990 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I am commissioned Bishop Handy Young Adult 

Missionary through the General Board of Global 

Ministries. I also worked for the General 

Commission on the Status and Role of Women for 

two summers and one whole year. 

How have you participated in the life and 

ministry of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

In the past I have been an active participant in the 

Camping and Retreat Ministries program as well 

as an Adult Advisor with the Conference Council 

on Youth Ministries. I also served in 2001-2003 

as the WildFire! Intern with CCYM as a Young 

Adult Missionary. Currently I am working with a 

team to reintroduce Conference Young Adult 

Ministries, a member of the Archives and History 

Commission and Conference Council of Christian 

Unity and Interreligious Concerns. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

In 2008, I attended General Conference as a 

student observer with the Iliff School of 

Theology. In 2012, I attended General Conference 

as a monitor with General Commission on Status 

and Role of Women/General Commission on 

Religion and Race/Garret Evangelical Theological 

Seminary and I worked for the General 

Commission on Status and Role of Women. I also 

attended 2012 North Central Jurisdictional 

Conference as part of the monitoring team. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

I believe that the time for words is no longer enough, 

but we need actions. We need to find better ways to 

not just be a top-down organization, but also grass-

roots movements and reciprocal sharing. We also 

need to stop focusing on individual issues and instead 

focus on how to repair broken covenant amongst 

ourselves. If we are truly a global church, then we 

need to set goals to help us accomplish this task for 

the next quadrennium and beyond. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the General 

and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I have been a lifelong United Methodist who has 

been actively involved in the church at multiple 

levels, and my passion for the governing structure 

and how we can improve that structure makes me a 

great candidate. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate to 

serve the local church, the Wisconsin Conference, 

and The United Methodist Church? 

I hope to use my experience as a delegate to serve the 

local church, this Conference and the United 

Methodist Church to help with the priorities I 

highlighted above. I also hope that my experience 

will encourage others to step forward into leadership 

roles that they might not otherwise recognize as 

opportunities. We all need to work together in order 

to continue as a living embodiment of our Wesleyan 

heritage. 

 

 

JENNIFER SOUTHWORTH 
Madison: Trinity United Methodist Church 

Professing Member Since: 2008 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I have attended both Jurisdictional and General 

Conferences, as well as having traveled to South 

Africa to attend the World Methodist Conference as a 

representative of the United Methodist Church.  From 

2010-2013 I attended Wesley Theological Seminary 

(a UMC seminary in Washington D.C.), where I 

interned at the Methodist Federation for Social 

Action, helping organize and attending events at both 

the jurisdictional and national levels. 
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How have you participated in the life and 

ministry of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

I have been a member of the Wisconsin AC since 

2008 and have been an active member of Trinity 

UMC in Madison and currently am the Director of 

Creative Ministries at Sun Prairie UMC.  I have 

attended the leadership institute at the Church of 

the Resurrection and have been a lay member to 

Annual Conference three times. I have led a 

young adult group and helped lead a United 

Methodist Women young adult event in Madison.  

Finally, I am currently a certified candidate for 

ordination as a deacon in the Wisconsin AC. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

Yes, I was elected as a reserve delegate to 

Jurisdictional Conference in 2012, which I 

attended and participated in. I also attended 

General Conference in 2012 as part of the WI 

delegation and as a representative of the 

Methodist Federation for Social Action.  At GC I 

monitored discussion and tracked the voting in the 

Higher Education and Ministry Committee, I was 

given the opportunity to vote from the floor, and I 

attended numerous events and meetings. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

My first priority for the United Methodist Church 

is to continue to build and refine a Church that is 

most capable of growing equipping disciples who 

are passionate about spreading the love of Christ 

in the world. The focus of the Church should be 

on loving people, creating community, and 

teaching about Christ, his works, and the wisdom 

found in scripture.  The United Methodist Church 

should be a vocal supporter of people and their 

God given rights to be treated fairly, justly, and 

with dignity in our world. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I would love to be given the chance to have a 

voice in the General Church.  My experience at 

General Conference in 2012 was transformative 

for me, inspiring and encouraging, but it also lit a 

fire in me and left me wanting more.  I enjoy 

debate and research and I am passionate about the 

Church's mission and identity in the world.  I 

understand how decisions made at GC and JC 

have an impact on the local church and the global 

Church.  As a young person, I believe I bring a 

unique perspective to the debates, while my 

experience gives me some wisdom on the delegation 

as well. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate to 

serve the local church, the Wisconsin Conference, 

and The United Methodist Church? 

I love the United Methodist Church and truly want 

what is best for her.  I will speak and vote in the best 

interest of the local church, the Wisconsin Annual 

Conference, and The United Methodist Church.  I 

will be fully prepared and motivated to talk and teach 

about the decisions made at the Conferences and how 

they affect the Church at every level. 

 

 

JUDY VASBY 
Cambridge: Willerup United Methodist Church 

Professing Member Since: 1960 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I served on the North Central Jurisdiction's Archives 

and History Commission, 2008-2012 member at 

large. I attended the NCJ CORR gathering in 

Milwaukee in 2012. Recently, I was consecrated a 

deaconess in the UMC. This is a program sponsored 

by national UMW and the General Board of Global 

Ministries for lay women to be in ministries of love, 

justice, and service. 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

I have served as President of United Methodist 

Women (2010-2013), which included participation 

on the Conference Board of Laity. I also helped start 

Hmong House of Good News, a ministry for Hmong 

elders in Milwaukee. I have served on the Board of 

Northcott Neighborhood House & the Commission 

on Archives & History, and with disaster response 

(childcare & WI flood recovery) & VIM. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

I attended the 2012 General Conference in Tampa as 

the first reserve lay delegate and also the 2012 

Jurisdictional Conference in Akron as a full lay 

delegate. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

I want the UMC to move forward in the world as a 

powerful witness to God's love and saving grace for 
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all people and I want the laity to be energized and 

empowered to spread the Gospel News in their 

communities and beyond. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I want to be present in 2016 to help make 

decisions that will direct the General Church 

toward a long future of sharing the Gospel and 

welcoming new believers, developing strong 

disciples, creating vital congregations, planting 

new ministries, and being relevant to persons in 

all walks of life.  I also would be honored to elect 

new bishops at the Jurisdictional Conference 

following General Conference and develop 

strategies that could allow the North Central 

Jurisdiction to be stronger in joint ministries. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate 

to serve the local church, the Wisconsin 

Conference, and The United Methodist 

Church? 

I will share my experiences whenever possible 

with local churches, UMW groups, circuits, and 

other venues that become open to me. I will 

explain the decisions and outcomes as they affect 

Wisconsin churches. I will continue to fulfill the 

role of delegate until the next General Conference, 

including attending our Annual Conferences 

yearly. If requested, I will serve on Jurisdictional 

or General Boards. 

My experience with the connectional church 

involves participating in and organizing 

youth events and ministries at the local, 

district, conference, and jurisdictional level. I 

have also had the opportunity to attend a few 

global events for United Methodist college 

students including Exploration and Student 

Forum. 

How have you participated in the life and 

ministry of the Wisconsin Annual 

Conference? 

Throughout middle school and high school I 

served on the Conference Council of Youth 

Ministries; serving as President my senior 

year. I served on the conference Implications 

Committee during Annual Conference. I have 

also attended Annual Conference as a 

delegate since 2001. 

 

 

NOTES:
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Clergy Voting Information 

This year the Wisconsin Annual Conference will elect three Clergy 

Delegates to the 2016 General Conference, and three additional Clergy 

Delegates to the North Central Jurisdictional Conference, plus four 

reserve delegates (Conference Policy 140.1.0).   

¶ 35. Article IV.—The clergy delegates to the General Conference 
and to the Jurisdictional or  Central conference shall be elected from 
the clergy  members in full connection and shall be elected by the 

clergy members of the annual conference who are deacons and elders in 

full connection, associate members, and those provisional members who 

have completed all of their educational requirements and local pastors 

who  have completed course of study or an M. Div. degree and have 

served a minimum of two consecutive years under appointment 

immediately preceding the election.  

*From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 2012

Any Clergy Member in Full Connection (Deacon or Elder) of the 
Wisconsin Conference Annual Conference who meets the 
Disciplinary criteria listed above is eligible for election.   

Voting Eligibility 

Clergy Members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference specified in ¶35 

above may vote in the election.   

Clergy members of other Annual Conferences who are serving in 

Wisconsin are only eligible to vote in the election of and be elected by 

the Annual Conference where they are members. 

Clergy members of other denominations, as well as Provisional Members 

and Local Pastors who do not meet the educational and service 

requirements listed above, are not eligible to vote in the election. 



 

CLERGY CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 

TO GENERAL AND JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE 

JENNIFER ARNESON 
Onalaska United Methodist Church 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 2002 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I am currently in my seventh year serving at 

Onalaska UMC.  Previously, I served eight years 

at River Falls UMC.  I have also served as part of 

a campus ministry task force with the General 

Board of Discipleship and served as a 2012 

alternate to Jurisdictional Conference. 

How have you participated in the life and 

ministry of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

I currently chair the Heartland District Committee 

on Ordained Ministry and serve on the 

Conference Board of Ordained Ministry.  I 

chaired the Conference Board of Higher 

Education and Student Ministry from 2000-2008, 

and continued to serve on the Board until 2011.  I 

chaired the Chippewa/Heartland District 

Superintendency Committee from 2002-2008. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

I served on the 2012 delegation as an alternate to 

Jurisdictional Conference. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

My priorities for The UMC are to be a church of 

God's people focused on being disciples who 

know what it means to be followers of Jesus 

Christ in daily life by reaching out beyond 

ourselves and welcoming people, relating them to 

God's transforming, mercy-filled love, nurturing 

them in their faith, and sending them out into the 

world for discipleship.  Like God's expansive 

love, I believe The UMC is big enough to include 

all people and I long for and stay committed to 

working to include all people in the full life of the 

church.  My priorities as a pastor also include 

living God's grace and love for all people and 

planting seeds of transformation within people 

that God will cause to grow. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

It is with a grateful sense of blessing and privilege  

 

that I open myself to the process of becoming a 

delegate to General and/or Jurisdictional Conference.  

My reasons for wanting to be a delegate begin with 

my deep love of God through who I know Jesus the 

Christ to be and my genuine love of the Church.  I 

believe my purpose-centered, relational leadership 

style is such that I relate well to a wide variety of 

people and can be present with people in a variety of 

settings and circumstances.  I also believe I 

demonstrate a balanced steadiness in situations where 

many points of view are being expressed and 

advocated and have the ability to engage persons well 

across the theological spectrum. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate to 

serve the local church, the Wisconsin Conference, 

and The United Methodist Church? 

I will use my experience as a delegate to continue to 

grow in my knowledge of the depth of the 

connectional church and to inform my work as a local 

church pastor, and work with district and conference 

boards of ministry.  I will use my experiences to help 

my congregation and circuit better understand and 

navigate the work of the connectional church. 

 

 

SCOTT CARLSON 
Sun Prairie United Methodist Church 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 1989 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I have served on the National Youth Ministry 

Organization Steering Committee (79-81) and the 

Jurisdictional Council On Ministries (80-88). 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

I have served congregations of all sizes from small 

and rural (Siren & Lewis) to large and rural (Monroe) 

to being on staff as an Associate (Janesville Cargill), 

to a new church start (Hope UMC in Eau Claire) to 

leading a large church (Sun Prairie UMC).  I have 

been a part of the Board of Congregational 

Development on two different occasions.  I was a 

part of Amy DeLong's team to prepare for her trial.  I 

have also successfully helped an individual appeal a 

potential loss of credentials from our BOOM. 
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Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

I attended the 1980 Jurisdictional Conference as a 

Youth Delegate from the old North Dakota 

Annual Conference. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

I want to see the United Methodist Church be 

committed to developing new disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  I want to see us welcome all people, 

whether they are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual or 

transgendered.  I want to help us develop healthy 

congregations.  I want to see us develop healthy 

clergy and lay leaders.  I want to help share our 

unique, Wesleyan way of being Christian in this 

world.  I want to find ways to help us develop 

common ground, around being committed 

disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I have an ability to lead and speak out on what I 

believe is important (see the above priorities).  I 

also have a demonstrated ability to listen to others 

and help us move forward.  I love the United 

Methodist Church and I love the Wisconsin 

Annual Conference. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate 

to serve the local church, the Wisconsin 

Conference, and The United Methodist 

Church? 

I will use my experience as a delegate to influence 

our denomination, the Wisconsin Conference and 

the local church toward health and vitality 

centered in a deep, meaningful relationship with 

Jesus. 

 

 

JEREMY DEANER 
West Bend: Fifth Avenue  

United Methodist Church 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 2010 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I have attended the last two Quadrennial Trainings 

in 2009 and 2013, learning how to interpret the 

Four Areas of Focus, to Rethink Church, and to 

practice Adaptive Leadership in the Conference. I 

also attended the General Board of Church and 

Society Young Clergy Leadership Forum 2011, 

forming relationships with other young clergy who 

have also become leaders in the Connection. 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

I am vice-chair of the Discipleship Leadership 

Council and Executive Team, helping Imagine 

Wisconsin Anew in local churches with resources 

like "Think Greater!" and "Live the Fruit of the Spirit 

(Got Fruit?)." I taught the worship seminar at last 

Annual Conference's learning day and grew into 

leadership through the Q Group (remember "What 

If...?") and Catalyst. I lead Circuit 31. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

I served as a delegate to Jurisdictional Conference 

and on the elections committee for the Jurisdiction. I 

welcome the continued opportunity to serve Christ 

through the work of the General and Jurisdictional 

Conferences as well as to work as a team with the 

other delegates from Wisconsin. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

I believe The United Methodist Church can be 

healthy, healing, and whole. Healthy, in that we 

strive for healthy, spiritually mature leadership in the 

Church. This also means we work toward a healthy 

structure that is designed to further the church's 

mission and allow for contextual variations. Healing, 

in that we get back to the basics: bringing Jesus' 

healing into the world by forming disciples, serving 

through ministries of mercy and justice, and offering 

to our communities and world the abundance, hope 

and joy we have in Christ. Whole, in that we continue 

to be one as the Body of Christ, coming together 

around that which unites us, allowing for and 

celebrating the diversity in the Body, and believing 

that by listening, collaborating, and building 

relationships, we can heal the Connection. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the General 

and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I have great hope for The United Methodist Church. I 

want to help give you a witness these next two years 

by working as a team with the other delegates from 

Wisconsin and other delegates who share Wisconsin's 

context and missional interests. I desire to continue to 

gain experience at the General and Jurisdictional 

levels and I will help connect the Wisconsin 

Conference and local churches with the wider church. 
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How will you use your experience as a delegate 

to serve the local church, the Wisconsin 

Conference, and The United Methodist 

Church? 

By voting for me, you will give young clergy a 

voice and leadership experience. You will give the 

Wisconsin Conference a delegate who will come 

back and be a resource for the duration of the 

four-year term. I will be able to share my 

leadership and experience to the benefit of my 

preaching, teaching, and Conference leadership 

positions. 

 
 

DAN R. DICK 
Director of Connectional Ministries 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 1988 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I worked for the General Board of Discipleship in 

Nashville, Tennessee for 15 years (1994-2009) in 

the areas of stewardship, conference and 

congregational leadership development, spiritual 

formation and research.  I served as a Wisconsin 

delegate to General Conference and Jurisdictional 

Conference in 2012. 

How have you participated in the life and 

ministry of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

I am serving as the Director of Connectional 

Ministry for the Conference (since 2009), so I 

relate to all of the Boards, Agencies, 

Commissions and Resource Teams throughout the 

Annual Conference.  I am a member of the 

appointive cabinet and represent the Wisconsin 

Conference as an elected member of the General 

Board of Church & Society and the National Plan 

for Hispanic Ministry. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

I was an alternate to the 1980 General Conference 

and a member of the North Indiana delegation to 

Jurisdictional Conference; attended General 

Conference as a guest (GBOD staff) in 1996, 

2000, and 2004, and was a delegate to General 

and Jurisdictional Conference for Wisconsin in 

2012. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

1.  To align our leadership and resources to the 

mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

2.  To truly envision and develop a global community 

grounded in the mission and theology of The United 

Methodist Church. 

3.  To return to our roots of evangelistic outreach, 

missional service, and social justice. 

4.  To create a truly open, inclusive, grace-filled, 

Spirit-led church that affirms and celebrates the gifts 

of all God's children. 

5.  To reach new people in new places with new faith 

opportunities that introduce people to the love and 

grace of God and to equip people to live their faith in 

the world. 

6.  To develop collaborative laity and clergy 

leadership to strengthen our church and carry out 

ministry forward in the 21st century. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the General 

and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

For all the flaws and limitations of a corporate, 

legislative gathering, the General Conference is the 

structure and system we have to change and improve 

the institution of The United Methodist Church.  I 

welcome the opportunity to gather in global faith 

community to look at the needs of our denomination 

and work to strengthen our witness and impact in the 

world.  This is an amazing time where deeply 

faithful, spiritual Christian leaders wrestle with the 

critical issues facing our church.  I want to represent 

the Wisconsin Annual Conference as we engage in 

the work that will shape our future and lay a 

foundation for our ministry together. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate to 

serve the local church, the Wisconsin Conference, 

and The United Methodist Church? 

I believe that there is great power and potential in 

connectional ministry.  I will continue to be a 

champion and advocate for the amazing work United 

Methodists do around the globe.  I will use this 

experience to educate, inspire, organize, equip and 

encourage clergy and laity leadership throughout our 

conference. 
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THOMAS O. GARNHART 
Retired Clergy 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 1966 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I was twice elected and participated in 

jurisdictional and general conferences on behalf of 

Wisconsin. Following my second general 

conference, I had experienced so much hatred 

from the anti-gay coalitions that I said publically 

to the A.C., “please don’t send me again.” 

Sending me may not be the best choice the 

conference could make at this time as well. But 

feeling spiritually strengthened in my older years, 

I negate my former pleas of “don’t send me.” 

How have you participated in the life and 

ministry of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

Served 40 active years as clergy. Six years prior to 

retirement I was DS. Service as DS began in 

former Eastern District, then for a second year as 

DS for the new Winnebago District, then 

concluding my term on Metro South. The Metro 

South ministry brought opportunities to learn from 

the wonderful ethnic diversity of our 

congregations in our conference! 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

Twice as elected representative from Wisconsin. 

See above for further info. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

I continue to be convinced that the UMC has a 

ministry of great importance and relevance to the 

world. Our “popularity rating” goes up and down. 

But our track record of bringing together a passion 

for evangelism (outreach) with a passion for 

social and economic justice has never been more 

needed in God’s world! Do we need to change 

who we are? No! We need joyfully to be the 

people God created us to be! 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

Actually, I don’t particularly want to be a 

delegate, but avidly seek delegates who might 

have similar priorities and passions for 

denomination for whom I am confident God has 

an important role in the transformation of this 

world. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate to 

serve the local church, the Wisconsin Conference, 

and The United Methodist Church? 

If such an election should actually happen—which I 

do not seriously believe is likely—I’d gladly do 

whatever the conference lay leadership and its 

episcopal leadership would ask me to do. Both are 

trustworthy! 

 
 

LAMARR V. GIBSON 
Elkhorn: First United Methodist Church 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 1998 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

In the years 2001 - 2004 I served as a conference 

liaison to the UM Ministry of the General Board of 

Church and Society. As Episcopal spouse I have 

attended the General and Jurisdictional Conferences 

of 2000 (served as a General Conference marshal), 

2004, 2008, and 2012. I also attended the semi annual 

Council of Bishops meetings from 2000 to 2012 and 

numerous College of Bishops meetings. I worked 

with annual conference partnerships with Haiti, 

Liberia (Michigan Area), and Angola (Wisconsin). 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

I have served a local church in Wisconsin since 1994 

and as a circuit leader. I have also served on and 

chaired the Board of Congregational Development 

(2005-2012) and the East Angola Task Force (2006-

present). As chair of the East Angola Task Force, I 

also serve on the Board of Global Ministries and its 

Mission Motivation committee. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

I served as marshal during the 2000 General 

Conference, otherwise was present at General and 

Jurisdictional Conferences as an episcopal spouse. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

My top priorities for the United Methodist Church 

revolve around issues of human rights. The church 

needs to transcend theological constraints and 

become a true advocate for the human rights of all 

people regardless of gender, ethnicity, sexual 

preference, or theological leanings. Second, spiritual 

formation remains an important priority as our church 
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is becoming increasingly secular and abandoning 

the important practice of being led by God 

through prayer, discernment, and vulnerable faith. 

My third priority would be to have the church 

adopt practices of dialogue and restorative justice 

to govern decision making, the dispensing of 

justice, and relationship building. This would be a 

move away from parliamentary procedures which 

can at times be antagonist and marginalize, toward 

processes that will be open to hear all voices, 

welcome diverse points of view, and seek 

redemption rather than condemnation. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

General conference makes important decisions for 

the life of the church. I desire to be a delegate so I 

can raise my voice in strong advocacy for human 

rights and engage in the political process that can 

move our church toward the embrace of all 

persons regardless of preference, ethnicity, 

gender, age or ability. My hope is to join with 

those whose desire is to help our demonination 

realize the great potential that lies with the 

empowerment of persons who are presently 

marginalized in our church as a result of their 

gender, age, ethnicity, and sexual preference. I 

also would like to be a strong advocate for 

prayerful and discerning dialogue between 

differing opinions rather than antagonistic 

encounters, often of a parliamentary nature. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate 

to serve the local church, the Wisconsin 

Conference, and The United Methodist 

Church? 

Being elected as a General Conference delegate 

provides an opportunity to learn about our 

denomination in greater depth and to foster 

relationships with persons outside of our Annual 

Conference. Learning that comes from the 

experience of being a General Conference 

delegate can provide knowledge and tools to 

enrich the work of the local church and assist our 

conference in understanding the directions our 

denomination is moving in. 

 

 

 

 

 

DAWN HELTON-

ANISHINAABEQWA 
Montello:Trinity/Princeton:Emmanuel UMC 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 2012 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 
Board member and instructor for the North Central 

Jurisdiction Native American Course of Study.  

Board member of the Native American Compre-

hensive Plan which oversees and develops leadership 

and congregations in the Native American com-

munities of the United Methodist Church. 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

Board of Ordained Ministry-Clergy Covenant Team-

Committee on Native American Ministries-

Convener/Chair Native American Partnership Task 

Force/Act of Repentance Team Leader 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

No 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

To facilitate an awareness of the need for 

multicultural ministries and presence at the local and 

conference levels. I strive toward helping to develop 

a contextual praxi s especially for American Indian 

and other indigenous peoples in relationship to the 

United Methodist Church in our mission to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the General 

and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I have been drafted by consensus by my community 

(American Indian) to apply to be a delegate as the 

only ordained elder (American Indian) in the 

Wisconsin Conference. I believe as well as my 

extended community that a presence and 

participation in the General/Jurisdictional level will 

benefit not only our community but the entire church 

will benefit from our forward planning concept of 

communal leadership.                                                                                                                                                   

 

How will you use your experience as a delegate to 

serve the local church, the Wisconsin Conference, 

and The United Methodist Church? 
As an American Indian ordained elder with 

experience at the General/Jurisdictional level I will 
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carry with me the knowledge and sentiments of 

the connectional nature of our church. In my role 

as a local pastor I can see my participation at 

General Conference as a bridge builder between  

the concerns of the local churches and the 

Wisconsin Conference. The Wisconsin 

Conference and the United Methodist Church will 

benefit from my participation at General 

Conference as I will hold a valuable different 

world view from the majority of the other 

delegates and it will allow a not-long-heard voice 

to be represented. 

KATHRYN ANN 

CROSKERY JONES 
New London United Methodist Church 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 2006 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

Staff JustPeace Center for Conflict Trans-

formation, United Methodist Endorsing Agency 

(served on committee reviewing candidates 

seeking endorsement), Teaching Assistant United 

Methodist Studies, Garrett-Evangelical Theo-

logical Seminary 

How have you participated in the life and 

ministry of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

District Strategy Board (Previously Board of Con-

gregational Development), Program & Arrange-

ments, Conference Response Team, Safe 

Sanctuary Trainer, Administrative Review 

Committee (Chair), Rules Committee , District 

Committee on Ordained Ministry (Metro North), 

Lay Servant Ministry Teacher, Metro-South 

Vision Team (Chair), Spiritual Formation Team, 

WUMF-Cuba trip. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

General Conference 2000 as a student and 

observer. Jurisdictional Conference  2004 as a 

page. 

(I also served on the Petitions Committee of the 

Annual Conference for the 2012 General 

Conference). 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

1. Reimagine and restructure the United Methodist

Church to share the Good News of Jesus Christ 

effectively where our old ways are no longer working 

well. 

2. Encourage healing and faithfulness in the places of

brokenness and anxiety that are pervasive in the 

church today. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the General 

and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I sense a CALL to serve as a delegate to General and 

Jurisdictional Conference.  As both an attorney and a 

clergy person, I am a student of processes and 

conflict transformation. I have the experience and 

knowledge to work with people across theological, 

political and socioeconomic ranges. I believe that I 

have some gifts and skills that would serve our 

Annual Conference well in the role of delegate. I 

have served a very diverse urban church, been on 

staff at a large church, served in extension ministry as 

well as serving small and medium sized rural 

churches. At all times, I try to be Christ-centered in 

my work and relationships Churches I have served 

have become larger and spiritually and financial 

stronger under my pastorates, despite overall 

shrinkage in the UMC. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate to 

serve the local church, the Wisconsin Conference, 

and The United Methodist Church? 

The deeper understanding of serving at this level and 

making connections with others in our conference 

and beyond it, will enhance my ability to lead and 

serve. I would expect to develop new tools to be a 

catalyst to growing Christ's church in the Wisconsin 

Annual Conference. 

GEORGE J. KAFER 
Racine: Christ United Methodist Church 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 2010 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

When I was in high school I attended one of the 

national UMC “Exploration” conferences for youth 

exploring a calling into ministry.  In 2009, I was 

asked to be one of the representatives to the UMC 

Quadrennial training conference that focused on the 

UMC’s future and revitalization initiatives.  In 2010, 

I was sent to the UMC Evangelism Conference for 

training. 
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How have you participated in the life and 

ministry of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

The Wisconsin UMC has been a big part of my 

life.  It is through which I became a Christian, 

have been nurtured in faith, had my calling into 

ministry, and participated in ministry.  I served as 

the circuit leader before moving to my current 

appointment, serve on the Board of Camp and 

Retreat Ministries, serve on the Conference 

Conflict Transformation Team, serve on the 

conference Discipleship Leadership Council as 

chair of the stewardship resource team and I am 

also on the Metro Regions (District) Strategy 

Team. My local church leadership includes over 

13 years of ministry.  I served during college as 

Christian Education Director at Marinette UMC 

and as a youth leader and pastoral intern at First 

UMC Green Bay.  During seminary I served as a 

Licensed Local Student Pastor for three years at 

Darien and Sharon UMCs and then full time 

Pastor for six years at Grace UMC in Wautoma, 

and now as pastor at Christ Church in Racine. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

I watched many of the General Conference 

sessions through live streaming video for both 

previous conferences, but I have not yet had the 

privilege and responsibility of participating as a 

delegate. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

For us to have the missional mentality found in 

the early Church and early Methodist movement.  

To build upon the “Four Areas of Focus” and 

make the shifts needed to be effective at our 

mission in the 21st century, which includes 

retaining the core values of our faith while using 

technology and understandings of cultural shifts to 

connect people with Jesus Christ.  We also need to 

streamline parts of our process to be able to better 

adapt to ministry needs and check everything 

against the mission to love God, love and serve 

others, and make more disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

We are a global church with connectional 

resources and a Scriptural foundation that values a 

personal growing faith and living out that faith in 

the world.  I believe God can use these strengths 

for transformational ministry in the world and I 

feel called to help, and I can as a delegate who brings 

a practical, young adult/clergy view and 

“quadrilateral” thinking which considers issues in 

light of Scripture and the modern context.  I have a 

passionate desire to be used by God to help our 

church keep what is working and bring revitalization 

as needed so together and as local churches we can 

effectively carry out our mission and Christ’s work in 

the world. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate to 

serve the local church, the Wisconsin Conference, 

and The United Methodist Church? 

I am not only a learner, but an integrator/ practitioner 

of what I learn, that means since I am involved in 

various aspects of Annual Conference ministry the 

learning, resources, and experience I attain will not 

be “shelved” but likely to enhance conference level 

ministry in addition to ministry in my local Church. 

SAMUEL (SAM) J. ROYAPPA 
Capital-Coulee Region District Superintendent 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 1986 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I was ordained in The Methodist Church in India in 

1986 as an Elder and got my membership transferred 

into The United Methodist Church. Since 2004, I had 

the privilege of serving as one of the Directors of the 

General Commission on Christian Unity and 

Interreligious Concerns for eight years and also 

served as a member of the Church System Task Force 

for four years, which was co-sponsored by the 

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry and 

the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits. 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

Experience includes appointment to two local 

congregations as full time clergy; a member of the 

Board of Ordained Ministry, District Committee on 

Ordained Ministry, Leadership Development 

Council, Transformation Task Force, and Tithing 

Task Force; secretary of the Asian Caucus; teacher 

for School of Christian Mission, now known as 

"Mission U," and Lay Servant courses—basic and 

advance; author of Lenten studies; leader for 

Volunteer-In-Mission teams to India and Dominican 

Republic; currently District Superintendent of the 

Capital Coulee districts since 2007, with a focus on 
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congregational vitality and developing multiracial 

congregations. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

2008  Delegate - General and Jurisdictional 

 Conferences  

2012  Alternate Delegate & Recorder - General 

 Conference  

2012  Delegate - Jurisdictional Conference 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

My priorities for The United Methodist Church 

include: (1) ensuring that every local congregation 

is healthy, vital and growing holistically; (2) 

working collaboratively with both clergy and lay 

to engage in ministries locally and globally; (3) 

sharing resources generously for launching 

ministries to impact new people, young people 

and diverse people; (4) focusing on commonalities 

and common mission, rather than differences. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I am passionate about supporting our structure, 

including those that are fruit-producing, grace-

propelled, mission-focused, and aimed at doing 

church differently and creatively. This means a 

radical shift from an institutional to a disciple-

making and leadership-development model. To be 

chosen as a delegate is both a responsibility and a 

privilege as I get to interact with a global 

community, represented by the U.S and The 

Central Conferences at The General Conference. 

At the Jurisdictional Conference, I would consider 

it an honor to participate in the episcopal election 

process through prayerful discernment and a 

willingness to learn the best practices of 

leadership models.  

How will you use your experience as a delegate 

to serve the local church, the Wisconsin 

Conference, and The United Methodist 

Church? 

I will strive to strengthen the connection between 

our local churches and the global Church by 

lifting up the ecumenical and Methodist 

ministries/stories that inspire us all. I will support 

a connectional giving budget that is approved at 

the General Conference. I will enhance and value 

the common vision and the connectional system. I 

believe that every local United Methodist faith 

community is part and parcel of a global Church 

that's connectional, inclusive, diverse, covenantal, 

missional, and a great source of transformation. 

 
 

DAN SCHWERIN 
Waukesha: First United Methodist Church 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 1991 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I have served on the general conference task force on 

funding patterns (2005-2008). I am the current 

president of the North Central Jurisdiction Urban 

Network. In the past year I started on the national 

International Rural Urban Network advisory council, 

and worked on a  team that did a national rural & 

urban training event, and also offered leadership to 

bring a jurisdictional training event to Milwaukee last 

August. 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

I have been in ministry of the baptized and served as 

an elder in rural, suburban, and urban settings. I have 

started a new ministry, served in the ministry of 

superintending, and am currently effectively 

engaging a larger downtown turnaround project. I 

serve on the conference response team, the 

redistricting task force, the episcopacy committee and 

the local district strategy team. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

I observed general and jurisdictional conference in 

2004, and was a reserve delegate to the jurisdictional 

conference in 2012 where I made a presentation on 

the work of the jurisdictional urban network. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

I believe we are here to live and enjoy the reign of 

God envisioned by Jesus. I believe we are called to 

live the abundant life we have in Christ a balance of 

personal and social holiness. I am passionate about 

how healthy systems give birth to healthy ministry 

and my work in the church—at all levels—is to live 

toward a wholeness that is compassionate and 

inclusive. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the General 

and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I have been blessed by perspective from ministry in a 

variety of settings, including having served on 
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cabinet with two bishops. I have also been a voice 

for shepherding healthy change with systems that 

are balanced with vision and accountability for 

outcomes. I know the Wisconsin Conference well, 

as well as persons in jurisdictional leadership, so I 

believe I could build important bridges. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate 

to serve the local church, the Wisconsin 

Conference, and The United Methodist 

Church? 

I love to teach and I have at least 15 years of 

ministry left to mentor, teach, and share with 

others. I also participate in a variety of conference 

leadership roles and this experience would only 

help the Wisconsin Conference. 

 
 

JORGE LUIS MAYORGA SOLIS 
Waukesha: Salem United Methodist Church 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 2001 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I have served as Board Director of the General 

Board of Higher Education & Ministry, and the 

General Board of Global Ministries. Member of 

NCJ Episcopacy Committee, Chairperson of the 

NCJ Hispanic Caucus. Presently I am a member 

of the National Committee on Hispanic Ministry, 

faculty at the Course of Study at Garrett, and 

National Facilitator of Lay Missioners Program. 

How have you participated in the life and 

ministry of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

As Pastor since January 1, 1993 and Planter of 

three new congregations. I have served the Board 

of Trustees, Board of Congregational 

Development, Board of Global Ministries, 

Committee on Episcopacy, District Committee on 

Ordained Ministry, Ethnic Local Church Concern 

Committee, and as District Superintendent. 

Presently on Nominations and District Strategy 

Team. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

Yes, I have been Delegate to General & 

Jurisdictional Conference in 2004 and 2008. I was 

the Head of the Wisconsin Delegation in 2008. 

Also, I am an alternate member of the 2012 

Jurisdictional Conference. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

That the UMC continues to be faithful to its call: to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ, proclaiming the good 

news of the Gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit 

for the transformation of the world. That our UMC 

can find new ways to advocate for people in need: for 

justice, love and understanding. That the UMC 

develops and support ministries to recruit and nurture 

children, youth and young families.   

Why do you want to be a delegate to the General 

and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

Because I love the UMC, and believe I have the 

experience and knowledge at different levels of 

ministries in our Denomination and connectional 

system. Therefore, I believe I can represent very well 

our Conference. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate to 

serve the local church, the Wisconsin Conference, 

and The United Methodist Church? 

I will use my experience to interpret the general and 

jurisdictional conference opportunities for ministry at 

the local church level, district and Annual 

Conference to strength our ministry here in 

Wisconsin. Also, to interpret any decision that affect 

the life of the church and its mission. 

 
 

AMANDA STEIN 
Sun Prairie United Methodist Church 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 1998 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

The UMC has been my spiritual home for more than 

two decades. Over those years the church has helped 

nurture and educate me, show me how to love and 

serve, and has acted as a constant encourager in my 

ministry. I am grateful for the "connection" we have 

as a denomination--one that gives its members and 

clergy a sense of family and place. I feel blessed to 

be United Methodist. 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

I have been very active in the life and ministry of the 

WI AC: Episcopacy Committee chair ('12-'16), 

Clergy member-North Central Jurisdictional 

Episcopacy Committee ('12-'16), Episcopacy 

Committee secretary ('08-'12), MFSA Convener ('10-

current), Board of Church & Society chair ('04-'08), 
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Conference Strategic Planning Team ('07-'08),  

Board member-WI Council of Churches ('04-'08). 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

Yes. I was a GC & JC delegate in '12, and a JC 

delegate in '08. I loved serving as a delegate; I felt 

so fortunate to be representing our conference and 

the world-wide church. Previous to serving as a 

delegate I also attended two General Conferences 

as an observer. The role of GC & JC are very 

important--in two years we will electing new 

bishops and making critical decisions for our 

future. 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

My priorities are for a stronger, more relevant 

church into the 21st century. I believe Jesus is 

crying for us to get over ourselves and move out 

into the world with love. Right now we are 

experiencing a spiritual revival in our country--

people are asking questions about faith, the 

relevance of religion, and the life of Jesus. With 

our grounding in Christ and the power of our UM 

tradition, I believe our denomination can again 

make a significant impact on our hurting, lonely 

world. This does include becoming more inclusive 

and more openly welcoming to members of 

LGBTQ communities. I also want our churches--

all lay and clergy--to be proud of our collective 

ministry. As United Methodists we are people of 

the "strangely warmed heart" and we have so 

much more love to give. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

We are an Easter people, and I am an ever-hopeful 

believer in God's work in the world. I believe that 

God has good days ahead for the UMC. Our 

strengths are held within our Wesleyan tradition--

the life-changing power of small groups, our 

theology of grace, the Wesleyan quadrilateral, the 

"connection"-- and our awesome members! As the 

UMC has changed my life, and so I believe that it 

can be a positive force in others' lives as well. I 

want to be part of an effective, relevant, loving, 

inclusive, bold church for the 21st century--and I 

want to be there to help make it happen. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate 

to serve the local church, the Wisconsin 

Conference, and The United Methodist 

Church? 

I have another twenty-five years to serve the church. 

It's my hope that I can use my experience and 

learnings as a delegate to help lead the church into a 

dynamic future. While there may be some difficult 

times ahead for our denomination (church closures, 

financial challenges), I am dedicated to working 

alongside caring lay people and passionate clergy to 

move us into our next phase of life. I would love to 

come back to the AC and share what I have learned, 

use my knowledge to equip young leaders for the 

future, and mentor another generation's interest in the 

church. 

 
 

CARRIE KREPS WEGENAST 
East Troy: St. James United Methodist Church 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 2010 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

I have lived in three conferences (born and raised in 

West Ohio, seminary in Northern IL, and serving in 

WI).  I briefly left the UMC, but returned because of 

our connectionalism.  As a local church our 

connection allows us to be more than we could be by 

ourselves. We can support deliver nets to a child in 

Africa, or help Haiti rebuild, or sponsor a VBS in a 

church that lacks the resources. 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

I have served on CFA since 2008 and currently serve 

as chairperson. I also chaired the WI Petitions 

Committee for the 2012 General Conference. I have 

participated in Catalyst (small group training in 

family systems), Q Group (young clergy asking 

“What if..."), and created ‘fun’ at Annual Conference 

through mini ‘what if' reflection presentations.  I also 

went with WI VIM to Biloxi after Katrina. 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

I was an alternate in 2012.  As a member of the 

delegation I created and administrated the blog, 

www.wigc2012.wordpress.com, to facilitate 

communication between the delegation and the 

annual conference.  We included personal reflections 

of the experience, live tweets from the floor of 

General Conference, and trivia quizzes. 
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What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

My priorities are to unite as the body of Christ 

through structural reorganization.  I feel there are 

decisions that would be better made regionally 

than globally.  I would like to see an introduction 

of regional conferences with general conferences 

being an infrequent celebration of the global 

church.  I would also like to decrease the support 

given to general church administrations.  I feel we 

underutilize the gifts of our local churches.  I 

would like to see more resources used within local 

churches to support local ministry. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the 

General and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

I feel a balance of experienced and inexperienced 

delegates is needed. As a slightly experienced 

person (as an alternate in 2012, I was not needed 

for either General or Jurisdictional Conference), I 

would bring “I know what is required” and the 

excitement of a new experience.  I would also like 

to continue the blog as a way to share the 

experience of the General and Jurisdictional 

Conferences with members of the WI Conference. 

How will you use your experience as a delegate 

to serve the local church, the Wisconsin 

Conference, and The United Methodist 

Church? 

I think stories preach the best. I would bring the 

stories (from preparation to after conference 

reflection) to the people in my local church, I will 

also use the experience to consider how I can 

better serve as an UMC clergy person in the 

challenges of the 21st century. 

 

 

 

STEVE ZEKOFF 
Conference Benefits Officer 

Elder in Full Connection Since: 1978 

What is your experience in the connectional 

Church (jurisdictional and denominational 

levels)? 

Treas., Assoc. of UM Pension and Benefits 

Officers, '13-present; Asst. Gen. Sect., General 

Council on Finance and Administration, '92-'05; 

World Methodist Council, Brighton, England, '01; 

GBGM Mission study trip to Central and Eastern 

Europe, '95; Oxford Institute, England, '85 and 

'89;Trustee and Chair Alumni Assoc., Garrett-

Evangelical, '83-'89; NCJ Camp Execs, '79-'89 

How have you participated in the life and ministry 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 

Conference Benefits Officer, '10-present; Trustees 

Pres., '07-'10; Statistician, '04-'07; Conf. Rules 

Comm. Chair, '96-'04; Conf. CF&A, '97-'05; 

Petitions Comm. Chair, '92 and '96 General 

Conferences; Board of Higher Ed. and Student 

Ministry, '92-'96; Adult Ministries Council, '83-'88; 

Conf. staff (Camping Director), '79-'89; Conf. 

Council on Ministries, '79-'89 

Have you participated in a previous General or 

Jurisdictional Conference, and if so, in what 

capacity? 

Delegate, '12 General Conference; Delegate, '04, '08 

and '12 North Central Jurisdiction Conferences; NCJ 

'08 Rules and '12 Nominations committees; 

Secretary's Office staff, '08 General Conference; 

Asst. Business Manager, 2000 General Conference; 

Finance and Administration Office, '96 and '04 

General Conferences; Floor Manager, Local 

Arrangements Committee, 2000 NCJ 

What are your priorities for The United 

Methodist Church? 

Revitalizing our denomination's mission vision and 

outreach for the 21st century and beyond is my 

priority.  It is essential that we continue developing 

vibrant ministries across the connection.  As new 

episcopal leadership is elected and assigned, it will be 

crucial to select individuals who are able to both 

articulate and demonstrate vision in their leadership 

for our denomination. 

Why do you want to be a delegate to the General 

and/or Jurisdictional Conference? 

My interest is serving as a delegate to the 2016 NCJ 

Conference.  It is anticipated that the NCJ will need 

to elect several new bishops and realign episcopal 

areas.  Relationships and experience I have in the 

annual conference, jurisdiction and denomination 

will help Wisconsin retain a voice in those upcoming 

conversations and decisions.  Since Wisconsin will 

have three clergy delegates to the General 

Conference it will be important for a younger 

generation of clergy leadership to be included among 

those representing us in Portland, Oregon.  Important 

decisions will be made at General Conference which 

will take time to implement but which will shape our 

future denominational direction. 
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How will you use your experience as a delegate 

to serve the local church, the Wisconsin 

Conference, and The United Methodist 

Church? 

I am willing to continue in leadership roles at all 

levels of our church.  Serving as a delegate to 

General and Jurisdictional Conferences includes 

the responsibility to interpret the actions of those 

bodies within the annual conference. 
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~ NOTES ~ 

Expectations Of Delegates 

 Commitment to the journey of a “Connectional People” in the United Methodist tradition – multi-

leveled, global in scope and local in thrust;

 Commitment to Team-building and Team-work within the delegation by appreciating and celebrating

diverse gifts and callings to leadership in The United Methodist Church;

 Basic knowledge of the polity, the doctrines, and the structures and systems of The United Methodist 
Church (as a global and connectional denomination) based on The 2012 Book of Discipline;

 Familiarity with basic parliamentary procedures and protocol (based on Robert’s Rules of Order);

 Ability to comprehend the content and rationale of the proposed amendments to The Book of 
Discipline, as well as a basic knowledge of The Book of Resolutions as adopted and revised at the 
General Conference;

 Commitment to attend ALL Delegation Meetings/Gatherings both before and after the General and

Jurisdictional Conference sessions, as scheduled by the leadership of the delegation;

 Willingness to take on and complete/fulfill responsibilities, tasks or projects, either voluntarily or as

assigned by the delegation;

 Active participation in the process of endorsing an Episcopal candidate, if needed, using spiritual

discernment and collaborative efforts;

 Maintaining connections and communication between the General Church, the Annual Conference, 
and local congregations, advocating to the General Church for the values expressed by the Wisconsin 
Conference vision, and to the Annual Conference and its congregations for the work of the General 

Church that expresses the commitment of The United Methodist Church to “make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world.”

Practical Requirements Of Delegates 

 Delegates will be expected to read and comprehend hundreds, or perhaps thousands, of pages of

material in preparation for both the General and Jurisdictional Conference.  Much of this material may

not be available to delegates until after January 1, 2016.

 The 2016 General Conference will be in session from May 10 through May 20, 2016, in Portland,

Oregon. Delegates are expected to be present in Portland from May 10 –20, 2016, and should be

prepared to arrive in Portland prior to May 10 and depart on May 21, 2016.

 Delegates need to have the physical stamina and health to put in very long days (which often begin

before 7 am and end after midnight) for the entire 11 days of the General Conference session.

 The 2016 North Central Jurisdictional Conference will be held July 13 – 16, 2016 in Peoria, 
Illinois. Delegates are expected to be present from July 13-16, 2016, and should be prepared to arrive 
in Peoria prior to July 13 and depart on July 17.

 Delegates need to be both capable and willing to make a personal financial investment in the global 
church, as not all expenses for General and Jurisdictional Conference delegates are covered by the Per 
Diem offered by the General Conference and the Jurisdictional Conference, or by the Annual 
Conference.

 Delegates are elected for the entire quadrennium (4 years).  They must be prepared to stay in and 
with the delegation throughout the quadrennium, and attend all meetings/events as scheduled by the 
delegation and its leadership both before and after the General and Jurisdictional Conference sessions. 
Delegates will be expected to attend any Special Sessions of the General and/or Jurisdictional 
Conference that may be called between the 2016 and 2020 General Conference sessions.

 Lay Delegates to the General Conference become Lay Members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference

for the subsequent quadrennium, and should be prepared to attend and participate in the Annual

Conference Sessions from 2016 through 2020.
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