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2011 – 2012 MEMOIRS 

The following clergy members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference have died during this past 

Conference year: 

 George Anderson June 16, 2011 

 William Noble July 10, 2011 

 Raymond E. Short August 1, 2011 

 Melvin Nickel August 14, 2011 

 Dale Christopher August 20, 2011 

 Gordon N.C. Sorensen November 23, 2011 

 Hobart K. “Fid” Sailor November 24, 2011 

 Paul Doering January 13, 2012 

 Eldon Daniel January 20, 2012 

 David Passett May 3, 2012 

The following clergy who formerly served in the Wisconsin Conference have died during this 

past Conference year: 

 Thomas Miller September 4, 2011 

 Curtis A. Johnson Sr December 27, 2011 

 Henry Hall May 3, 2012 

The following spouses of clergy members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference have died since 

the Conference last met: 

 Kathleen North May, 2011 

 Phyllis Strosahl July 10, 2011 

 Marilyn Busacca August 18, 2011 

 Mirabel Deming October 26, 2011 

 Jane Dauner January 22, 2012 

The following Lay Members and Other Persons Related to the Wisconsin Annual Conference 

have died in the past year. 

 Joan Cotant January 22, 2012 

 Maurice Meisner January 23, 2012 

 Maury Hamel February 20, 2012 

 Harry Ellefson February 29, 2012 

 Margaret Betty Wells March 13, 2012 

Memoirs are printed for those about whom the Conference Secretary received information prior to 

the Journal Deadline.  The dates listed are dates of death. 
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Clergy Members of the Annual Conference 

George Anderson 

George Anderson, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Confer-

ence, passed away on Thursday, June 16, 2011, in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

George was born on January 2, 1930, in Duluth, Minnesota. He was a Kore-

an War Veteran and a graduate of United Theological Seminary in New 

Brighton. George served as a pastor in The United Methodist Church for 31 

years and on the board of Ordained Ministry, various district church boards, 

Habitat for Humanity, and as director of church camps. He cared for victims 

of domestic violence, was chaplain for the Richland Center Hospital, and 

taught a semester psychology class at the U.W. - Richland campus. George 

also supported the Boy Scouts of America, causes for peace and justice, and 

chaired the Polk County Cancer Society. In addition to a lifelong love of cars, he also was fond of 

the Romantic poets and was fascinated by astronomy—the universe, black holes, quantum phys-

ics—about which he read endlessly. Before enlisting in the army, he studied at the Minneapolis 

Institute of Art and he continued drawing most of his life. In retirement George served several 

churches in Greenville, South Carolina, was a student of pen and ink drawings, and enjoyed writ-

ing limericks. 

George is survived by his wife of 58 years, Mavis Brandt Anderson; daughter Debbie (David) 

Spear, son Steve (Mary); one granddaughter: Katie Spear; and five grandsons: Sam Spear and 

Chris, Matt, Mike and Nick Anderson. 

Services were held in the chapel at Lyngblomsten Care Center in St. Paul, Minnesota, on Satur-

day, July 26, 2011. 

 

Dale R. Christopher 

Dale R. Christopher, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Con-

ference, passed away on August 20, 2011, in Stillwater, Minnesota. 

Dale was born on February 2, 1930, in Minneapolis, Minnesota  He attended 

St. Olaf College and Garrett Theological Seminary. After ordination, he 

served 39 years in United Methodist Churches in Shopiere, Brookfield, Ke-

nosha:First, Mequon, Portage, and Whitewater. He also served as chair of the 

Higher Education Committee, on the Conference Programs and Arrange-

ments Committee, and on the Conference Statistics Committee. Dale married 

Sally Link on June, 18, 1955 and was dedicated to both the church and his 

family of three sons, one daughter, and four grandchildren. He enjoyed read-

ing, travel, sports (especially the Green Bay Packers) and swimming at his cottage. In retirement, 

he spent 11 years in Charlottesville, Virginia, before returning to the Midwest. 

Dale is survived by Sally, his wife of 57 years; children: Mark (Sue), David (Kim), Ann 

(Andrew), Eric (Maggie) and grandchildren: Paul, Ben, Rachel, Daniel.  He was preceded in 

death by his parents Al and Marina Christopher. 

A memorial service was held on September 9, 2011, at First United Methodist Church in Stillwa-

ter, Minnesota. 
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Eldon C. Daniel  

Eldon C. Daniel, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away on 

January 20, 2012, in North Richland Hills, Texas.  

Daniel was born in Brockton, Massachussets to the late Milton Daniel and Carrie (Fish) Daniel, 

and was the last living sibling of 14 brothers and sisters. 

Eldon's early plans of becoming a farmer were interrupted by World War II. After enlisting, El-

don served as a member of the 336th Service Squadron. Among other locations, he fought at 

Wake Island, the Philippine island of Leyte, Mindanao, and New Guinea. He completed his mili-

tary service in 1945. 

Heeding a call to the ministry and a desire to help others, Eldon attended Garret Theological Sem-

inary in Evanston, where he received a Masters in Divinity in 1956. It was in Evanston that Eldon 

met Ethne Miller, who hailed from England. The couple married in Evanston in 1954.  After grad-

uation from Garret, Daniel's first large church was Sherman Avenue Methodist Church in Madi-

son. From there, he would go on to churches in Wisconsin Dells and Lake Delton. 

A growing interest in helping the mentally ill lead Daniel and his growing family to Kansas, 

where he studied to become a chaplain under Karl Menninger at the Kansas State Hospital in 

Osawatomie. During this time, he was also the minister for Methodist churches in Fulton and 

West Liberty, Kansas. This dual roll continued as Daniel moved to work as chaplain and counse-

lor at Nevada State Hospital in Nevada, Missouri, while he ministered churches in Bronaugh and 

Moundville, Missouri. His work continued at Nevada State Hospital from 1966 to 1987.  In 1978, 

a growing interest in small business led Eldon to purchase a child care center in Joplin, Missouri, 

where his wife, Ethne, would become the director. Within a few years, the husband and wife team 

had successfully expanded their business operations to include a total of three Mother Goose 

Child Care Centers in Joplin.  

As retirement age approached, a desire for warmer weather led the couple to sell their business 

and relocate to Palm Harbor, Florida. Retirement was not something that suited Eldon, however, 

as he felt there were still people in need of his help. He began work as a guardian ad litem for the 

state of Florida. Daniel's hard work representing disadvantaged young children was rewarded 

with a commendation from the state of Florida in 1993. 

To be closer to their children and grandchildren, Eldon and Ethne moved to Texas in 2001. It was 

here that Eldon spent his final years gardening, writing poetry, painting, and drawing, before he 

was diagnosed with dementia.  Eldon's joys in life included his family, sailing, camping, hiking, 

visiting art museums, painting, and singing. He loved singing hymns in church and around the 

house. In his later years, Eldon developed a great love for reading and writing poetry. He signed 

many of his poems, “the Poet Farmer.” 

Eldon is survived by his wife, Ethne; his children: Charles (Ellen),  Dale (Jennifer), Kevin 

(Sandi), and Kimberly Reed; eleven grandchildren and a great grandchild; his aunt Annie Daniel; 

and many nieces, nephews, and great-nieces and great-nephews. 

A memorial service was held at First United Methodist Church of Keller, Texas, on January 23, 

2012. 
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Paul Doering 

Paul Henry Doering, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Con-

ference, passed away on Friday, January 13, 2012, at the Wissota Health Cen-

ter in Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin. 

Paul was born on July 9, 1919, in Gratiot, Wisconsin, to Frederick and 

Blanche (Lund) Doering. 

Paul graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1943.  One 

week later he was drafted into the U.S. Army and served as platoon sergeant 

and acting platoon leader of an anti-tank platoon in the 87th Infantry Division 

during World War II.  They marched as part of General George Patton’s 3rd 

Army across England, France, Belgium Luxemburg and Germany ending up shaking hands with 

the Russians in Czechoslovakia.  Paul was awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze Star for actions 

against the enemy during the Battle of the Bulge.  After the war, Paul returned to Knutsford, Eng-

land, to marry his English bride, Sheila Ann Ross.  They shared 57 years together. 

Paul taught agriculture in Boscobel and then moved to Darlington where he taught elementary 

education.  In 1956, Paul went to seminary and was ordained a Methodist minister. He served 

Belmont-Whig, Loyal-York Center, Ladysmith-Tony-Glen Flora, and Boyceville-Wheeler-

Knapp.  After retirement Paul served Whitehall-Montana,Wisconsin,and Iron Mountain, Michi-

gan.  He enjoyed gardening, playing his violin, singing hymns, Bible study, writing sermons, and 

gathering together to pray. 

Paul is survived by his sons: Donald (Jennifer), Malcolm (Donna), and David (Deborah); grand-

children: Brian (Joyce), Cole, Skye, Piper, Sarah, Emma, and Niesha; great-grandchildren: Gavin 

and Cameron; and several nieces, nephews, and in-laws.  He was preceded in death by his par-

ents, infant sister Lillian, sister Geraldine, brother Dale, wife Sheila, and several in-laws. 

At Paul’s request, there was no memorial service. 

 

Henry H. Hall 

Henry H. Hall, a former clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, 

passed away peacefully on Thursday, May 3, 2012.  

Henry truly believed in the power of ministry. From his early work as a sales-

man at Western Publishing, to his ordination as an elder of The United Meth-

odist Church, he served as a source of great inspiration to all those he met. 

On June 30, 2002, he was given a gift of new life through the gift of a new 

heart. Although recently faced with numerous health challenges, he continued 

to be active in clown ministry, the First United Methodist Church in West 

Allis, and his fraternity Sigma Phi Epsilon. 

Henry was preceded in death by his parents, Rose (Whiteley) and Floyd Hall; and his brother, 

James Hall. He will be missed by his wife of 24 years, Marty (Dawson); children: Kevin (John 

Cebuhar) Hall and Lara Hall; sister Pauline (Wendell) Yockey; nephew Paul and niece Wendy; 

and other relatives and friends. 

A memorial service was held on Saturday, May 12, 2012, at First United Methodist Church, of 

West Allis, Wisconsin. 
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Curtis A. Johnson Sr. 

Curtis A. Johnson, Sr., who served as pastor of Solomon Community Temple 

in Milwaukee from 1989 to 1993 with credentials from another denomination, 

passed away on December 27, 2011. 

Curtis was the beloved father of Lydia Johnson, Candacee Johnson and Curtis 

A. Johnson Jr.; loving son of Curtis R. Johnson and Lucille Johnson; brother 

of Brenda Johnson, Lila Johnson and Derrick Johnson. He is also survived by 

a host of other loving relatives and friends.  

Funeral services were held on Saturday, December 31, 2011, at Parklawn 

Assembly of God.  

 

cornelius a. kanhai 

cornelius a. kanhai, retired clergy of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, 

passed away on Wednesday, July 4, 2012, in Madison, Wisconsin. 

cornelius was born in Syne Village, Trinidad, West Indies on November 3, 

1937. 

cornelius resided in Trinidad and Grenada, West Indies, Canada, and Wiscon-

sin. He completed his primary education at Naprima College in Trinidad, 

West Indies, completed seminary in Halifax, Nova Scotia; married his guardi-

an angel Ruth Mahabir on May 26, 1964, in St. George's, Grenada, and took 

graduate courses at the UW Madison. cornelius was a Presbyterian and Unit-

ed Methodist minister for 45 years, serving more than 25 parishes. He enjoyed vacationing with 

his wife and family, gardening, reading, and writing, as well as providing both spiritual and Mac 

advice, sharing his knowledge, and genuinely caring for others. He will be remembered by many 

for the patience he practiced in the face of adversity and his faith in people and the world around 

him.  

cornelius joins his late parents John and Hilda Kanhai, late sister Ermine Sabzali and late cousin 

Pearly Sirju; and he is survived by his wife Ruth; daughters: Nadia, Natasha (Ashraf), Tamara 

(William Jr.), and Sonabai (Bennett); as well as grandchildren: Hanoch, Casimir, Nyssa, Zalika, 

Krishna, Myriah, Omar, Xi and Cristeen; and siblings: Cecilia, Ezekiel ("Zeke"), Nahum, Evan-

galine ("Vangee"), Joshua ("Crusoe"and Savitri) and Moses (Cintra). 

A memorial services was held on Friday, July 13, 2012, in Madison, Wisconsin. 

 

Thomas M. Miller 

Thomas M. Miller, Sr., former pastor of Juda: Zion and Oakley: Union Unit-

ed Methodist Church, passed away on Sunday, September 4, 2011. He was 

born on July 17, 1948, the eldest son of Lawrence Frederick Miller, Jr. and 

Mary Elnora (Marshall) Miller in Franklin, Pa. 

Tom earned degrees from Philadelphia College of Bible and The Theological 

Seminary of the Reformed Episcopal Church.  He received an honorary Doc-

tor of Divinity degree on his 25th anniversary of ministry.  After ordination in 

1974 and 1975 as deacon and presbyter in the Reformed Episcopal Church, 

he was pastor of ten churches in seven appointments by four denominations 

in four states and one province.  He also served as a district superintendent, professor of biblical 

languages, and in various types of chaplaincy.  Tom was pastor of the Juda: Zion and Oakley: 
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Union United Methodist Church for 10 years before retiring in 2011.  He was involved in scout-

ing, Optimists, Kiwanis, and nursing home ministry.  Tom enjoyed people, pets, reading and trav-

el. He was legally blind since 1988 and fought bladder cancer since 2010. 

On August 13, 1983, Tom married the love of his life -  the former Patricia Ann Reiley.  He is 

survived by his wife, Patricia; three children: Thomas (Leslie), Rachel (Joseph) Baggot, and 

James; two grandsons: Xander and Dayton Miller; a sister Lauren (Henry) McCauley; mother-in-

law Shirley Reiley; sister-in-law Antoinette (John) Mancini; two brothers-in-law: Daniel (Tara) 

Reiley and Harold A. Reiley; and several nieces, nephews, and grand nephews.  He was preceded 

in death by his parents; a brother, Randall Miller; and father-in-law, Harold I. Reiley. 

A funeral service was held on Friday, September 9, 2011, at Juda: Zion United Methodist Church. 

 

Melvin H. Nickel 

Melvin H. Nickel, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Confer-

ence, passed away unexpectedly on Sunday, Aug. 14, 2011. 

He was born Jan. 24, 1926, in the Town of Morrison, Wisconsin, to the late 

Harvey and Lillian (Pahl) Nickel. On June 21, 1950, Melvin married Betty 

Jane Sawatzke at United Methodist Church, Lark. Melvin was a retired Unit-

ed Methodist pastor, serving many area churches in Wisconsin. 

Survivors are a son and daughter-in-law, Larry and Kristin Nickel; brother, 

Lester Nickel; other relatives and friends.  He was preceded in death by his 

wife, Betty in 2009; a sister, Joyce Nickel in 2007; and a sister-in-law, Caro-

line Nickel. 

A funeral service was held on Friday, Aug. 19, 2011, in Morrison, Wisconsin. 

 

William A. Noble 

William A. Noble, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Confer-

ence, passed away on Sunday, July 10, 2011. 

 He was born December 16, 1929, to Daniel A. and C. Pearl (Lewis) Noble at 

Bristol, Connecticut, where his father took a job. The family later returned to 

upstate New York.  

Bill held a Bachelor’s degree from Cornell University in upstate New York 

and a Bachelor of Divinity from Drew Seminary in New Jersey. He served 

over 40 years in ministry both in New York State and in the Wisconsin Annu-

al Conference of The United Methodist Church. On July 11, 1953, he was 

married to Cora Loudon at Norwalk, Connecticut.  Bill enjoyed antique cars and at one time 

owned a vintage Chevy. He also spent much time refinishing furniture and re-caning chair seats in 

his shop in the garage. He had diabetic complications, but the staff at the Dialysis Department in 

Rice Lake gave him a few more years for which the family is deeply thankful. God has called him 

home just as He called him to ministry. 

Bill was preceded in death by his parents and brother: Charles Noble. He is survived by his wife: 

Cora ; sons: William, Richard  and Stephen; brothers: Daniel and George; as well as many other 

relatives & friends. 

Funeral services were held Wednesday, July 20, 2012, at Canton United Methodist Church. 



300 

2012 Wisconsin Conference Journal 

Memoirs 

David Passet 

Rev. David Passet, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Confer-

ence, passed away on Thursday, May 3, 2012. 

David was born on May 25, 1924, in Chicago. Illinois, and was married to 

Twylah Jene Hoffman. He attended Asbury Theological Seminary, and was 

ordained deacon in 1957 and elder in 1959 in The Methodist Church.  David 

served churches in Ono, Plum City, Spencer-Colby-Unity, Onalaska, Rich-

land Center, Manitowoc: Wesley, Milwaukee: Emanuel, and Greenville. 

David was preceded in death by his wife Twylah (Jene); and is survived by 

his children: John Robert and Patricia Lynn. 

A memorial service was held on Saturday, June 30, 2012, at Faith UMC in Greenville, Wisconsin.  

 

Hobart K. “Fid” Sailor 

Hobart K. “Fid” Sailor, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 

Conference, passed away on Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 2011, just two 

days shy of celebrating his 56th wedding anniversary with his beloved wife, 

Leah. 

Fid was born in Cropsey, Illinois, on October 10, 1931, the youngest of nine 

siblings, to Dollie Hull Sailor and Methodist minister, Dwight K. Sailor. He 

was raised in parsonage homes in Central Illinois and began his college edu-

cation at Evanston Collegiate Institute, a Methodist self help college in Evans-

ton, which was renamed Kendall College. His college education was inter-

rupted by service in the US Army Corps of Engineers and in the Korean War. It was upon his 

return to Kendall College that he met Leah McPherson. 

Leah and Fid were married in her home church in Litchfield, Illinois on November 26, 1955. 

They were always active members of the Methodist churches where they lived during his career 

in sales, and in 1963 they moved to Wisconsin, where he served as student pastor at Hammond, 

Martell and New Centerville while completing his undergraduate work at River Falls and semi-

nary training at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. Fid was ordained Deacon in 

1967 and elder in 1969. 

Throughout his ministry, Leah was at Fid’s side and he often remarked that they were partners in 

ministry. Together they served churches in Hammond, Martell New Centerville, Antigo, and Mat-

toon. Then Fid served as superintendent of the Southwest District in Richland Center, followed by 

service at First UMC in West Allis and Summerfield UMC in Milwaukee. Fid retired from the 

appointive ministry in 1994, and then began another ministry, serving 16 years as chaplain for the 

United Methodist Hospitals Ministry in Madison, calling on patients at UW, Meriter and St. 

Mary’s Hospitals. In retirement he also served as interim pastor for churches in Belleville, Dodge-

ville, Ridgeway, Monona, and Racine. 

Fid served on the Board of Trustees for United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, was on 

the Board of Ordained Ministry, the Program and Arrangements Committee for the Wisconsin 

Annual Conference, the Superintendent’s Committee of Capital-Coulee Region, and continued 

serving on the Chaplaincy Committee until his death.  He also was a member of the Masonic 

Lodge, Kiwanis, and American Legion, and served many community organizations. 

When asked about his hobbies Fid would always respond “people are my hobby,” which was 

exemplified by his loving character always enriched with humor. He also enjoyed barbershop 

singing and Dixieland music. 
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Fid is survived by his wife Leah; daughter Rev. Tina Lang (Greg), son Doug (Becky); grandchil-

dren: Jamie and Amanda Lang, Michelle and Rachel Sailor, and Coreena Davidson; brother Har-

lan Sailor, sister Vida McKinley, sister-in-law Alice Hauan; many loving nieces, nephews, and 

dear friends. He was preceded in death by his parents, three brothers, and three sisters. 

A memorial service was held at First UMC, Madison, on Friday, December 9, 2011.  

  

Raymond E. Short 

Raymond (Ray) E. Short, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 

Conference, passed away on August 1, 2011. 

Ray was born on January 5, 1919, in Coffeyville, Kansas.  On June 12, 1954, 

he married Jeannette Stephens, and together they had five children: Glenn, 

Linda, Ken, Tim, and Karen.  Ray attended Duke Divinity School and was 

ordained deacon in 1946 and elder in 1950 in The Methodist Church.  He 

served churches in the Rock River Conference, Ill., the Rocky Mountain Con-

ference, and the Wisconsin Conference.  Ray was an author of several books, 

a national speaker, and was cited in Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in 

the World, Who’s Who in Religion, and American Men and Women of Science.  Jeannette and 

Ray received the National World Federalist Association Presidential Award, and a building at the 

WFA national headquarters was named The Ray and Jeannette Short Peacemakers Building. 

Ray was preceded in death by his wife, Jeannette. 

 

Gordon N. C. Sorensen 

Gordon N. C. Sorensen, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 

Conference, passed away on Wednesday, November 23, 2011. 

Gordon was born on November 5, 1930, to Danish immigrants Hans and 

Agnes Sorensen.  He was married to Dorothy Elizabeth Thompson on June 

20, 1953. 

Gordon’s graduate studies were completed at Garrett Seminary in Evanston, 

Illinois, where he earned a Master of Divinity degree in 1955. He was or-

dained in that same year. Garrett Seminary honored Gordon with a Distin-

guished Alumni Award in 2005. Gordon and Dorothy served United Method-

ist churches in Richmond, Lowell-Juneau, Beloit, First Church Appleton Associate, Beaver Dam, 

and Wausau.  Their last full-time pastorate was Community United Methodist Church in Elm 

Grove.  While serving local churches Gordon was Conference Council Youth Director for a num-

ber of years and chaired the Conference Task Force for Spiritual Formation in the 1980s. Gordon 

was one of the two main founders of The Gathering, a ministry of feeding Milwaukee’s hungry in 

mind, body, and spirit.  This ministry continues to involve volunteers from many area churches.  

After Gordon’s retirement in 1995, he served as interim pastor for several congregations and led 

Spiritual Foundation Retreats in the United States and Canada. 

Gordon’s hobbies included gardening and landscaping, travel, forming special connections with 

family and other cultures, reading, writing inspirational ideas and children’s stories, classical and 

sacred music, hiking near water and small mountains, and all aspects of nature.  Gordon’s writing 

ministry noted times of joy, being uplifted in times of sorrow, and being encouraged in times of 

challenge.  Gordon believed strongly in the uniqueness of each person. 

Gordon is survived by his wife Dorothy, and their family: Heidi (Don) Nelson, N. Peter (Mary 

Jo), and Mark; two granddaughters: Laura Nelson (Greg) Furdek, and Sarah Nelson (Dan) Goeck-
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ermann;, and one great-grandson Jackson Furdek.  He is also survived by two sisters Lillian Ul-

rich and Margaret Wied, many nieces and nephews, beloved families in Denmark and a host of 

loving friends, true gifts in Gordon’s life. 

A memorial service was held at the Pilgrim United Church of Christ in Grafton, Wisconsin, on 

Saturday, December 3, 2011. 

 

 

Clergy Spouses and Family Members 

Marilyn Busacca 

Marilyn Busacca, spouse of Rev. Dwight Busacca, a retired clergy member of 

the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away on Thursday, August 18, 

2011 

Marilyn Florence Busacca was born on January 16, 1927, in Racine, Wiscon-

sin. She attended North Central College in Naperville, Illinois for one year. 

Dwight and Marilyn were married in Naperville on April 17, 1946.  Marilyn 

worked as secretary to Dr. Harold Neininger, president of the Evangelical 

Theological Seminary, for three years while Dwight attended seminary. Later 

she worked for the Naperville Park District as secretary. 

Marilyn and Dwight had three children: John Douglas, Paul Allan, and Peter Dwight.  Marilyn is 

survived by her husband, her three sons, three daughters-in-law, and three grandchildren.  She 

was a wonderful wife, mother and human being. 

A memorial service was held on Sunday, September 4, 2011, at Otterbein-Lebanon United Meth-

odist Chapel in Lebanon, Ohio. 

 

June Dauner 

Jane Dauner, surviving spouse of Rev. Frank Dauner, passed away on January 

22, 2012, in Evanston, Illinois. 

Ruth and Frank were married on June 11, 1948, and were partners in ministry 

at churches in Lake Mills, Janesville, Appleton and Milwaukee; and when 

Frank became district superintendent of the Northeast District in Green Bay.  

Ruth was a very gifted musician (voice, piano, and organ) and directed both 

vocal and bell choirs for all ages for almost 50 years.  Jane loved all types of 

music and a wide variety of artists and composers.  Her love of music “rubbed 

off” on her youngest son (Dan) who is director of Worship and Music at Trini-

ty Lutheran in Evanston. 

Jane was the beloved wife of Frank, and loving mother of Bob (Trudy), Jim (Mary), and Dan 

(Carrie) Dauner; proud grandmother of Erik (Kellee) Dauner, Kristen (Brian) Bremer, and Steven 

Dauner; dear sister of the late Virginia (Joe) Himmel; and fond aunt to many nieces and nephews.  

Two memorial services were held to celebrate Jane’s life: one at Chapel of the Chimes, Wiscon-

sin Memorial Park in Brookfield on Friday, February 3, 2012; and the other at Elliott Chapel of 

the Presbyterian Home in Evanston on Saturday, February 4, 2011. 
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Mirabel Deming 

Mirabel Deming, widow of Rev. J. Roy Deming, passed away on Wednes-

day, October 26, 2011, at the Morrow Memorial Home in Sparta, Wisconsin. 

Mirabel was born on March 23, 1925, in West Bend, Wis., and was the se-

cond child of Ralph Milton and Martha Sophia (Ahrens) Hansen.  She gradu-

ated as valedictorian of the West Bend High School Class of 1942, then went 

on to Northwestern University where she graduated Phi Beta Kappa in 1946.  

While in Evanston she met Rev. J. Roy Deming, a student at Garrett Biblical 

Institute, and on September 17, 1945, they were married in West Bend. 

She and her family moved around Wisconsin as Roy served United Methodist Churches in Ra-

cine, Wauwatosa, South Milwaukee, Oshkosh, Delavan, Milton, and Janesville.  They also lived 

in Eau Claire, where Roy served as district superintendent.  Wherever they lived Mirabel was 

actively involved in the community.  Her activities included many expressions of her abiding 

concern for the hungry, the poor, and the disadvantaged.  She was a long-time and devoted mem-

ber of Bread for the World, Church Women United, the United Methodist Women, World Feder-

alists, the United Nations Association, and the Fellowship of  Reconciliation.  In Delavan she 

organized and headed a Meals on Wheels program, serving eight communities in Walworth 

County.  For many years she and Roy led the Interfaith Mission Conference held in Lake Geneva.   

After Mirabel and Roy were no longer able to walk distances, she organized participants from 

Cedar Crest Retirement Center for the Janesville CROP Walk. Together they participated in the 

Lisle Fellowship, an organization devoted to intercultural understanding.  Mirabel was named 

YWCA “Woman of Distinction” in 1990, Church Women United “Valiant Woman” in 2010, and 

was United Methodist Perry Saito Award recipient for social action.  She was a proud progressive 

in all phases and parts of her life including natural childbirth, literacy, sustainable living and 

healthy eating, and promoting informed voting through Project Vote Smart.  Throughout her life 

Miribel remained vitally interesting in current world events. 

Miribel’s love of music, nurtured in her Hansen childhood and passed on to her children, contin-

ued throughout her life.  She played violin in the Milwaukee Civic Orchestra, Oshkosh Civic 

Orchestra, the Racine Symphony, UW Eau Claire Orchestra and the Beloit-Janesville Symphony 

Orchestra, and sang and played handbells in choirs. 

Miribel is survived by her children: Rev. Joan (Rev. Don Schultz) Deming, Martha (Ulrich 

Henes) Deming, Laura Jean (Rev. Jack Stubbs) Deming, Dr. James (Judy) Deming, and Barbara 

(Mike Mucahy) Deming; grandchildren: Kathryn and Anna Cavallo; Sarah, Thomas and Dan 

Deming-Henes; Nathan, Philip, Erica and Stephen Deming; Laura, Martha and Jane Mulcahy; a 

brother, Ralph (Dorthy) Hansen, and a sister, Carol (Maxim) Ehrlich; along with nieces, nephews, 

and friends.  Mirabel was preceded in death by her husband, Roy, in February, 2005; and by her 

parents. 

A memorial service was held on Saturday, November 19, 2011, at Cargill United Methodist 

Church in Janesville. 

 

Phyllis Strosahl 

Phyllis Nell Strosahl, wife of Rev. M. Stanford Strosahl, a retired clergy member of the Wiscon-

sin Annual Conference, passed away on Sunday, July 10, 2011, at her Oakwood Village home in 

Madison, Wisconsin. 

Phyllis was born January 30, 1922, to Henry Benjamin and Nellie Dressel Hinke near Chippewa 

Falls. Her father had a cheese factory in Holcomb until they moved to Stanley, where he became 

the bacteriologist for the Amacker Milk Company. 
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Phyllis graduated with honors from Stanley High School, where she was active in drama, music 

and band. She was also active in the Methodist Church, where she was president of the Epworth 

League and sang in the choir. She graduated with honors from Eau Claire State Teachers College 

in 1943 and was a member of Sigma Pi Kappa sorority. From 1943 to 1944 she taught junior high 

social studies and English in Waupaca. She also coached drama. 

Phyllis married Stanford Strosahl, a friend since junior high school days, on June 25, 1944, in a 

candlelight service at her home church in Stanley. She was a helpmate to her husband in his Unit-

ed Methodist Church ministerial responsibilities, which took them to Union Grove, Milwaukee, 

Wauwatosa, Fort Atkinson, Appleton, Fond du Lac, Janesville, and Sun Prairie. At each church, 

she started book study groups, was known for her dramatic readings, and was a confidante to 

many. 

Phyllis was a teacher's aide in the resource center in Janesville for five years and in the Learning 

Center in Sun Prairie for eight years.  In 2003, she was honored for her 50 years of membership in 

the P.E.O.  Phyllis and her husband traveled to all 50 states and 26 other countries. They enjoyed 

attending musicals and plays in many places they visited. Phyllis was an avid reader, especially to 

her grandchildren, and was a volunteer at the Sun Prairie Library and as a literacy tutor. 

Phyllis is survived by Stanford, her husband of 67 years; children: Mark (Barbara), Sally Strosahl 

(Tom Johnson), Polly Strosahl (Rev. Jim Kellermann), Phillip (Jennifer), and Dr. Amanda 

Strosahl (Dr. John Udell); 14 grandchildren: Sean (Crystal) Strosahl, Heidi (Chuck Knower) 

Strosahl, Andrew (Jennifer) Strosahl, Kyle (Alisha Ohlert) Strosahl, Katharine Strosahl-Johnson, 

Noah (Kelsy) Kellermann, Abby (Sean Driscoll) Kellermann, Jon (Vanessa) Strosahl, Jessica 

Strosahl, Jack Strosahl, Jamie Strosahl, Claire Udell, Hannah Udell and Richard Udell; and great-

grandchildren: Aubrey, Harper, Evan and Alden. She is also survived by a brother, Dr. Marvin 

(Helen) Hinke; a sister, Ella Mae (Paul) Guthrie; a sister-in-law, Keryl Hinke, and many nieces 

and nephews.  In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by three brothers, Dayton, 

Donald and Warren; and sisters-in law: Mary, Ruth and Donna. 

A memorial service was held on Saturday, July 30, 2011, in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin. 

 

 

Lay Members and Others  

Related to the Annual Conference 

 

Joan Cotant 

Joan Cotant, a lay member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference for many 

years, passed away on January 22, 2012. She was born Sept. 20, 1932, in 

Gregory, South Dakota, the daughter of John Wilson and Frances (Horton) 

Fillbach. After graduating from Gregory High School, she attended the Uni-

versity of South Dakota in Vermillion for one year to study art. 

Throughout life, Joan remained an artist, taking classes in painting and 

stained glass. She was an accomplished seamstress and quilter, making quilts 

for her home and for her children, her grandchildren, soldiers, and sick babies 

in hospitals.  She received awards for her quilts and was a member of the 

Sheboygan County Quilters' Guild, the Morning Stars, and Sunshine & Shad-

ows quilt groups. 
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Joan was a woman of strong faith, which helped sustain her throughout her life. She volunteered 

in many areas at St. Luke United Methodist Church in Sheboygan, serving as a leader in many 

capacities and starting Christ Meals as the first chairwoman. An attentive listener, she served in 

Stephen Ministry and also participated in Clowns for Christ, played hand bells, and most recently 

sang in the church choir. 

Joan was always up for an adventure---whether it was a new class, a new place to visit, or new 

food to try. She enjoyed giving of herself and had a way of winning over people she met and 

drawing people to her. Her laughter and smile were infectious and almost always present, even in 

the toughest of times. 

She worked at a number of jobs, including a fur store and as a sales clerk and “sign girl” at JC 

Penney where she met the love of her life, Maurice Cotant. They married in 1952 in Texas where 

he was stationed at Fort Hood. She later worked at Procter & Gamble in Iowa City and went to 

Sears in Sheboygan, where she worked for more than 30 years before retiring as office manager. 

Joan’s greatest joy was her family. She cherished her husband, children, grandchildren, and great-

children and enjoyed following and attending their many activities. She is survived by her hus-

band, Maurice “Maury”; her daughters: Toni McGrath and her children, Alicia and Rachelle 

McGrath (Tong Yang); Kim Cotant and her husband, Ted Parker, and their children, Lianna and 

Austin Cotant; and Pam Cotant and her husband, Mike Farin, and their son, Garrett Farin; her son: 

Dana Cotant and his wife, Renaye Leach, and their children, Alexander, Zachary, Ryan and 

Myranda Cotant; her great-grandchildren: Devon Main, Isabelle Torres, and Iverson and Xadian 

Yang; her brother Virgil Fillbach; her sister Belva Greenleaf; and nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death by her parents, sister-in-law, Jean Fillbach; brother-in-law, Homer 

Greenleaf; niece, Caroline Fillbach; and sister-in-law, Georgie Graves, whom she considered 

another sister. 

A funeral service was held on Saturday, January 28, 2012, at St. Luke United Methodist Church 

in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 

 

Maury Evans Hamel 

Maury Evans Hamel, a lay member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed 

away on Monday, February 20, 2012. 

He was born on February 6, 1945, in Escanaba, Mich., son of the late Peter and 

Marian (Peterson) Hamel. He was united in marriage to Marcia L. Connors on 

June 30, 1973 in Monroe, Wisconsin. 

Maury worked as an owner-operator truck driver for many years. He enjoyed 

traveling, fishing, absorbing WWII history, watching the Packers, indulging in 

good food, and spending time with his family at the cottage. Maury was a mem-

ber of the United States Army during the Vietnam War, when he was stationed 

in Germany. He was an active member of the Edgerton United Methodist 

Church. Maury served in various capacities within the church: lay leader, annual conference 

member, staff parish relations committee member, and he sang in the choir. Maury valued volun-

teering within Edgerton and the surrounding communities. 

He is survived by his loving wife of 38 years, Marcia; four children: Mara (Paul) Shepherd, Mat-

thew (Carrie) Hamel, Megan (Matt) Durkee, and Melanie Hamel; three granddaughters: Ella and 

Emma Shepherd and Grace Hamel; one sister, Judy (Kent) Demien; three brothers: Alan 

(Therese), Mark (Pam Jenkins), and Neil (Robin); many nieces, nephews, and cousins.  

A celebration of Maury's life was held on Saturday, February 25, 2012, in Edgerton, Wisconsin. 




