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2009 – 2010 MeMoirs

The following clergy members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference have died during this 
past Conference year:

Lawrence A. Brown January 4, 2010
Frank A. Dauner April 25, 2010
Hubert E. Groves December 10, 2009
Keith W. Irwin July 23, 2009
Jodie E. Joiner June 1, 2010
I. Dean Jordan April 18, 2010
Stanley P. Matz March 16, 2010
James E. Miller April 25, 2010
Arthur E. Paltridge May 17, 2010
Richard N. Rushton, Jr. June 24, 2009
Vincent Sammartino January 15, 2010
William J. Schmidt August 10, 2009
Gregory J. Schrimpf November 28, 2009
P. Harvey Stower September 29, 2009
James Thunstrom July 16, 2009

The following clergy of other denominations who served in the Wisconsin Conference 
have died during this past Conference year:

Kennedy Annor March 6, 2010

The following spouses of clergy members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference have died 
since the Conference last met:

Lyla Baker November 3, 2009
Agnes Fox July 20, 2009
Ruth W. Erickson Stevens November 15, 2009
Inez P. Welch October 17, 2009

The following Lay Members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference have died in the past 
year.

Karen A. Nelson April 13, 2010
Paul M. Plueddeman February 2, 2010

Memoirs are printed for those about whom the Conference Secretary received information 
prior to the Journal Deadline.  The dates listed are dates of death.
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Clergy MeMbers of the AnnuAl ConferenCe

Rev. Kennedy Annor
Kennedy Annor, a Presbyterian pastor from Ghana, who served at Benton from 2000 to 
2002, and then at Pepin and Alma until he returned to Ghana in May 2005, passed away 
in Ghana on March 6, 2010.  No further details were available at the time the Journal was 
published.

Rev. Lawrence A. Brown
Lawrence Anthony “Larry” Brown, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, passed away on January 4, 2010.  He was born November 3, 1919 in Ithaca, 
Wisconsin, to Wayne and Stella (Cass) Brown.   He graduated from Ithaca High School 
in 1937 and Taylor University in 1945.  He attended Bonebreak Seminary (now United 
Theological Seminary) in Dayton, Ohio, earning a Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1948, 
and did additional studies at Evangelical Theological Seminary in Naperville, Illinois.  

Larry met Elizabeth Jane Hughes while at Taylor University.  They were married on May 
14, 1944.  During two years of college and three years of seminary the Browns served 
the Redkey Circuit in the White River Conference (Indiana) of the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church.  He transferred to the Wisconsin Conference of the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church and was ordained an Elder upon his graduation from seminary in 1948.  
He served the Monroe: Bethel, Monticello, and New Glarus charge from 1948 until 1952.

The Browns accepted the call to serve as missionaries in Brazil in 1952, serving first in 
Goias, teaching in the Goias Bible Seminary, the Couto Magalhaes High School and the 
Bernardo Sayao College.  Larry also served in the Evangelical Educational Association, 
which was the holding corporation for a number of grade schools, high schools and the 
Bernardo Sayao College.  He served as mission treasurer, bookstore manager, builder and 
traveling evangelist in that area, and in 1967 he served as the administrative head of a 
major evangelistic campaign in and around Rio de Janeiro.

In 1968, with the merger of the EUB and Methodist Churches, the Browns moved to the 
Methodist Church of Brazil, accepting pastorates in the states of Santa Catarina and Parana.  
Two of these congregations were founded by the Browns.  At these two places he also built 
church buildings.  During this period he served at various times as District Superintendent, 
Conference Secretary of Christian Education, and Conference Secretary of Social Action.  
From 1975 to 1984 he was also engaged in building a conference camp grounds and from 
1969 to 1983 (with the exception of one year) was Conference Youth Counselor.  Out 
of their youth ministry came many conversions to Christ, numerous dedications to the 
Christian ministry, and many conference leaders in Brazil.

Larry and his wife Betty had one son, Ellis, born in 1949, and adopted two sons in Brazil, 
Eurival Rodrigues Calvao, born in 1951, and Edvardo Rodrigues Calvao, born in 1953.  
Betty passed away in Brazil on December 18, 1982.

Larry served as missionary in residence at the General Board of Global Ministries in New 
York from 1985-1986.  Upon his official retirement in 1986 he continued to serve as a 
missionary in Brazil until 1994, when he returned to the United States, settling in Nashville, 
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Tennessee.  He married Nancy Joy Fox Crecraft, whom he had known in college, on June 
5, 1994.

During his active ministry he wrote two books in Portuguese, and in his retirement he 
wrote another book in English on hunger and peace.  He remained active in social justice 
issues, especially those dealing with justice for children.  In 2001 he was honored by 
the College of Bishops of the Methodist Church of Brazil with the title (in Portugese) 
“Metodista Emerito do Seculo xx.”  Larry once described his goal: “to promote justice but 
not exclude the necessity of a personal relationship with God … in the interest of a better 
America and a better world.”

Rev. Frank A. Dauner
Frank A. Dauner, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, passed away peacefully on Sunday, April 25, 2010 at the age 
of 92.  He was born September 27, 1917 in Grayville, Illinois, to William 
and Lillian Dauner.  He graduated from Riley High School in South 
Bend, Indiana in 1935.  He attended North Central College, graduating in 
1939 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and Social Sciences.  He 
continued his studies at the University of Chicago in 1940.  Frank served 
in the U.S. Army during World War II.  Following the war he worked as a 
high school English teacher for a number of years before he experienced his call to ministry 
at Oakdale Campground in Freeport, Illinois in July, 1946.  He attended Evangelical 
Theological Seminary, graduating in 1949 with a Bachelor of Divinity degree.   He later 
studied at the University of Wisconsin.  He was a member of Pi Gamma Mu, the Honorary 
Social Science Fraternity.

Frank married Jane C. Matthies on June 11, 1948.  The couple had three children, Robert, 
born in 1949, James, born in 1952, and Daniel, born in 1955.

Frank entered the United Methodist ministry in the Illinois Conference of the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church.  He was received “on trial” in 1947 and became a full member of 
the conference and was ordained an Elder in 1949.  He served appointments at Milwaukee: 
Calvary from 1947 to 1949, when he also transferred to the Wisconsin Conference of the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church.  Between 1949 and 1966 he served churches at Lake 
Mills, Janesville: Mt. Zion, and Appleton: Emmanuel.  In 1966 he was again appointed to 
Milwaukee: Calvary, where he served for 13 years until his appointment as Superintendent 
of the Northeast District in 1979.  He retired in 1985.  

During his ministry Frank served for 18 years on the Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry, and on the Board’s Scholarship Committee.  He was involved in the Children’s 
Service Society of Wisconsin and was a member of the YMCA Advisory Board.  Frank 
enjoyed photography, music, elderhosteling, and international travel.  He led a number 
tours to Europe and the Holy Land in 1968, 1970, 1973, and 1975, and participated in a 
summer pulpit exchange to Desborough, England in 1976.  After his retirement he chaired 
a committee organizing an area church hand bell festival in 1988 in which 35 hand bell 
choirs rang together.

Frank is survived by his wife of 62 years, Jane; three sons: Bob (Trudy), Jim (Mary) and 
Dan (Carrie); and four grandchildren.  A Memorial Service was held on May 1, 2010 at the 
Trinity Village Chapel in Milwaukee.
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Rev. Hubert E. Groves
Hubert Elwood Groves, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference, passed away on December 10, 2009.  Hubert was 
born on Wednesday May 24, 1916 to William F. and Amanda Sophia 
(Isaacs) Groves on a farm in Vernon County near Viroqua, Wisconsin. 
He was the third son of his parents. 

Hubert was presented for baptism as a baby. Then, as a teenager, 
he was immersed by Reverend Mansel Ferguson. At a series of tent 
meetings held at Viroqua, he gave his life to Jesus. He never doubted 
his salvation. His question to the Lord was: “Well, what do you want of me?” The answer 
came back, “I want your all.” It would be a few years before he received the call from God 
to go into the ministry. In the meantime he worked with his brother James in partnership 
on the Ivan N. Groves farm. 

Hubert was the first secretary of the Vernon County Farmers Union Co-op from 1936 to 
1937. He was also very active in community clubs, singing with brothers Vernon and James, 
and their sister Mildred. They also played instruments, Hubert’s horn being an E-flat bass. 

Hubert entered the ministry of the Methodist Church in the West Wisconsin Conference. 
In 1943 he began further education at the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. Then he 
transferred to Chicago Evangelistic Institute, and after that took summer studies at Hamline 
University in Minneapolis, Minnesota, Garrett Biblical Institute in Evanston, Illinois, and 
La Crosse State University, and completed the Course of Study. In 1948 he began serving 
the Methodist churches of Soldiers Grove, Readstown and North Clayton.  He was ordained 
a Deacon in 1955, and was ordained an Elder in 1957

On September 12, 1947 Hubert was united in marriage to Rosemary Fetty.  Two sons were 
born while the couple was in Soldiers Grove: George and Torry.  After eight years, they 
moved on to New Lisbon, Wisconsin, serving there for five years. While in New Lisbon a 
baby girl – Lorna Carole - was born on July 20, 1958.  She died the same day she was born.

In 1961 they moved to Osceola and Dresser, Wisconsin, where they served for seven years.  
Hubert was then appointed to Livingston, Arthur and Stitzer, where they served for thirteen 
years until Hubert’s “first retirement” in 1981.

Believing that God had something more for him to do, he took the Westby charge for seven 
years and then retired a second time in 1988. 

Hubert  loved people and had many friends. Being half Norwegian, he loved Norwegian 
jokes and enjoyed life. He is survived by his wife of 62 years, Rosemary; his sons: George 
(Charlotte), and Torry (Kathryn); seven grandchildren, one step grandson, and three 
great grandchildren; one sister, Mildred; two sisters-in-law: Lola Fern Etheridge and 
Edna Groves; two brothers-in-law Don (Valerie) Keys, and George (Lynn) Fetty. He was 
preceded in death by his parents, infant daughter, brothers Vernon and James, brother-in-
law V.M. “Tex” Etheridge and sister-in-law Miriam Groves.  A Memorial Service was held 
on December 14, 2009 at the Soldiers Grove United Methodist Church.
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Rev. Keith W. Irwin
Keith Walter Irwin, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin 
Conference, passed away peacefully on July 23, 2009 at the age of 
86, after a long struggle with Parkinson’s disease.  He was born in 
LaGrange Park, Illinois on September 21, 1922.  Keith graduated from 
Fargo High School in North Dakota and Cornell College in Iowa.  He 
attended Garrett Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, where he 
earned his Master of Divinity Degree, and did graduate studies both 
at Northwestern University and the University of Minnesota.  While 
working on his Ph.D. at Minnesota he served for three years at the Methodist Churches in 
Osceola and Dresser, Wisconsin.

Keith entered the Methodist ministry in the Illinois Conference and was ordained a Deacon 
in 1946.  He was ordained an Elder in 1948.  He transferred to the Minnesota Conference 
in 1950, and to the Wisconsin Conference in 1955.  He served as an assistant professor and 
chaplain at Hamline University.  In 1958 he accepted a position as Executive Director of 
the Faculty Christian Fellowship of the National Council of Churches of Christ in America.  
In 1961 he moved to St. Petersburg, Florida to join the faculty of Florida Presbyterian 
College (now Eckerd College).  He continued to teach at Florida Presbyterian/Eckerd until 
his retirement in 1983.

Keith married Joan Searls on February 22, 1945.  Keith was passionate about civil rights.  
He marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in Selma, Alabama.  He was track coach 
at both Hamline and Eckerd, and continued to jog daily for many years.  He enjoyed 
golf and music, and sang in a variety of choirs.  He enjoyed symphony concerts, and 
traveled extensively, especially enjoying his three trips to India.  He was also active in the 
development and support of Hospice care in Pinellas County, and was the founding board 
chair of what is now Suncoast Hospice in St. Petersburg.

Keith is survived by his wife of 64 years, Joan, as well as his five children: Kathy Jacobs, 
Dr. Lee (Ann) Irwin, Margaret (Jim) Fender, Tom (Mary) Irwin, and Rob (Jodi) Irwin, as 
well as 10 grandchildren, and one brother, Jim Irwin.  A Memorial Service was held on 
July 26, 2009 at the Blackburn Chapel at Westminster Shores Retirement Community in 
St. Petersburg, Florida.

 

Rev. Jodie E. Joiner
Jodie Enola Joiner, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, passed away on June 1, 2010.  He was born on April 
18, 1938 in Maben, Mississippi to Spencer Joiner and Lottie Dean 
Joiner.  He began his spiritual and Christian journey at a very early 
age, becoming a member of St. Stephen’s Methodist Church in his 
hometown.  Jodie had fond memories of his childhood and youth, 
especially working on is family farm and playing high school sports.  
After graduating from Oktibbeha Webster County School, he ventured 
north to Milwaukee.  There he met and married Pauline I. Scott in 
1959.  The couple was blessed with two children, Dorinda and Lisa.
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Before entering the ministry, Jodie was a man who worked diligently in a number of 
positions.  In 1971 his life changed after receiving a call into ordained ministry.  This 
calling placed him on a path to achieving new heights in life, which included graduation 
from the Milwaukee Area Technical College with an Associate of Arts degree, from Wiley 
College in Marshall, Texas with a Bachelor of Arts degree, and from Gammon Theological 
Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia with a Master of Divinity Degree.  He was ordained a 
deacon in the Wisconsin Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church in 1978, 
and ordained elder in 1981.  He never stopped achieving in education and in professional 
development, including receiving certification in counseling.

Jodie made his mark in his first assignment in 1972, serving as a lay pastor at Concordia 
UMC, where he started with a vacant church and a fledgling congregation of his immediate 
family.  Through his leadership the congregation grew from the community to about 150.  
From that time forward Jodie never stopped serving the church and the community with 
drive, creativity and care.  During his ministry he served the following Wisconsin United 
Methodist congregations:  Beloit: St. Matthias; Plymouth; Juda: Zion and Oakley: Union; 
Milwaukee: Central, and Milwaukee: Church of the Good Hope. 

 With the help of others he started “Hope Street,” which is a half-way house for recovering 
addicts.  He counseled A.O.D.A. groups about alcohol and substance abuse for many years.  
Even during his battle with lung cancer Jodie still wanted to serve, and was still planning 
to return to service as pastor of the Church of the Good Hope when God called him home 
on June 1, 2010.

Jodie was preceded in death by his daughter, Dorinda, both parents, and one brother, Rufus.  
He leaves to love him always his daughter, Rev. Dr. Lisa Scott-Joiner; sister Luenettie 
Jones; brother, James Spencer Joiner; nephew Spencer Donald Joiner; and many nieces, 
cousins and friends.  A Memorial Service was held on June 8, 2010 at the Church of the 
Good Hope in Milwaukee.

Rev. I. Dean Jordan
Ira Dean Jordan, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, passed away on April 18, 2010 at the age of 87.  He was 
born on Christmas Eve, 1923, in Parsons, Kansas, the youngest of eight 
children.

Dean he served in the U.S. Army in Europe from 1943-1946. After the 
war he earned a degree from the University of Kansas before attending 
Garrett Theological Seminary.  While at Garrett he married Annalee 
Hewitt on December 17, 1949, in Evanston, Illinois. They raised five 
children: Larry, Gary, Darryl, John and Carolyn.

Dean entered the Methodist ministry in the East Wisconsin Conference.  He was received 
“on trial” in 1951, ordained a Deacon in 1952, and ordained an Elder in 1953.  Dean and 
Annalee served United Methodist Churches in several Wisconsin communities including 
Eagle, Waukesha, Sturgeon Bay, Jacksonport, Sheboygan, Shawano, Evansville, the nearby 
rural Peace Church, Orfordville, and finally East Troy. They also served briefly in Kansas 
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City, Kansas, and as an interim pastor for three United Church of Christ congregations in 
Columbus, Mineral Point, and Edgerton.  He retired in 1988.

After retirement, he worked in the Evansville school district as a substitute teacher. His 
children’s friends thought of him as one of the “cool parents” who respected both children 
and their parents as individuals. 

Dean was very committed to active participation in the community. He was involved in the 
national civil rights movement and migrant ministries in the 1950’s, building housing for 
the elderly in the 1960’s and 1970’s, and building ecumenical relationships in the 1970’s and 
1980’s. He was very interested in improving understanding between members of different 
religious faiths. Dean was involved in youth groups and community programs throughout 
his life. An avid wood-worker, he built his family home on Tolles Road in Evansville. 
He was very proud of writing a book of sermons and other aids to liturgical worship, 
as well as scores of poems and free verse. On a more personal note, Dean delighted in 
telling friends and family stories about his tooth ring and was completely incapable of 
remembering a joke. Dean Jordan’s outlook on life and theology was one of understanding 
and respect for other people, one of the important keys to peaceful cooperation. Annalee 
and Dean’s children have become increasingly aware of how fortunate they were to receive 
the upbringing their parents provided.

Dean Jordan is survived by a brother and sister-in-law; five children; four grandchildren, 
and the fond memories of thousands of parishioners.  His wife, Annalee, preceded him in 
death in 2008, after nearly 59 years of marriage.  A Memorial Service was held at First 
United Methodist Church in Madison on June 12, 2010.

Rev. Stanley P. Matz
Stanley P. Matz, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, passed away on March 16, 2010 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  He 
was 92.  Stan was born on April 10, 1918 in Echo, Minnesota.  He graduated 
from Rochester Central High School in 1935, Hamline University in 1940, 
and Garrett Theological Seminary in 1943.  While in seminary he married 
his wife, Phyllis, on November 23, 1942.  At the time of his death they had 
been married for 67 years. 

Stan entered the Methodist ministry in the Minnesota Conference, where he was ordained 
a Deacon in 1941.  He transferred to the Wisconsin Conference and was ordained an Elder 
in 1943.  In Wisconsin he served churches in Lake Geneva from 1942 to 1950; Racine: 
Grange Ave (now Racine: Christ) from 1950 to 1968; Sheboygan: St. Luke’s from 1968 
to 1978, and New Richmond from 1978 until his retirement in 1981.  After retirement he 
continued to serve congregations part time in River Falls and in Green Valley, Arizona.

During his ministry Stan served as President of the Wisconsin Conference Board of Trustees. 
He was a member of the Conference Committee on New Churches, and as Chairperson of 
the Racine Civil Rights Committee.  He was actively involved in the establishment of a 
continuing program for Canadian Boundary Waters canoe camps for church youth.  Stan 
was a liberal minister, described as “forward looking.”  He especially appreciated Bishop 
John Shelby Spong’s books.
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Stan loved to play Bridge, and was instrumental in forming a Duplicate Bridge Group at 
Becketwood, the Senior Living community in Minneapolis where he and Phyllis resided.  
He was serious and competitive, and loved the challenges. He thoroughly enjoyed being 
with “the guys” in the woodshop at Becketwood - for the camaraderie, but also for the 
woodworking projects he did - making picture frames for his wife or repairing things for 
Becketwood residents.  He was an avid bike rider until almost his last days.

Stan is survived by his wife of 67 years, Phyllis; one son, David (Lauren); two daughters, 
Mary and Barbara; and one grandson, as well as a sister, Virginia Payne.  A Memorial 
Service was held at the Minnehaha United Methodist Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  
His body was cremated, and his ashes were interred in the Peace Garden of the River Falls 
United Methodist Church.

Rev. James E. Miller
James E. Miller, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, passed away on Sunday, April 25, 2010, at his home in 
Janesville. He was born in Lanesboro, Pennsylvania on September 20, 
1925, the son of William and Mabel (Wright) Miller. He graduated from 
Central High School in Deposit, New York, and then served in the US 
Army during the Korean Conflict. He graduated from Adrian College 
in Adrian, Michigan and Garrett Theological Seminary in Evanston, 
Illinois with a Bachelor of Divinity Degree in June of 1949. He later 
earned a Master’s Degree in Teaching History from the University of 
Wisconsin at Platteville.  He was married to Wilma M. Saunders on February 8, 1958, at 
First United Methodist Church in Madison.

Jim entered the Methodist Ministry in the West Wisconsin Conference,  He was ordained 
as a Deacon in 1954 and as an Elder in 1957.   He served congregations in Wisconsin 
at Stitzer, Fennimore, Mt. Hope, Patch Grove, Millville, Shell Lake, Sarona, Cuba City, 
Eau Claire, Colfax, Tainter, Bristol and Wesley Chapel before retiring in 1988. Upon his 
retirement he moved to Racine, where he and Wilma lived until June, 1999 when they 
moved to Cedar Crest Retirement Community in Janesville.

Jim volunteered his time to many different organizations. He was active in the Wisconsin 
United Methodist Federation for Social Action, serving one term as President.  He tutored 
adults and was involved with the Jail Ministries in Racine.  He was a member of the 
Kiwanis Club in three different cities, and the Lions Club in another city.  He was a Boy 
Scout leader in Mt. Hope.  He and Wilma were editors of the monthly newsletter at Cedar 
Crest Retirement Community in Janesville for the past 6 years. He also served as chair of 
the Resident Council at Cedar Crest. He was a member of Blackhawk Golden K and the 
Jackson Elementary School Breakfast Club, and enjoyed reading and collecting turtles.

Jim is survived by his wife, Wilma; 2 sons: John Alan (Alice) Miller, and Jayson Miller; 
3 grandchildren; and a sister, Eleanor (James) Edwards. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; a brother, Gifford Miller; and a sister, Evelyn Palmer.  A Memorial Service was 
held on April 28, 2010 at the Asbury United Methodist Church in Janesville.
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Arthur E. Paltridge
Arthur Earl Paltridge, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed 
away at his home in Salem, Oregon on May 17, 2010.  He was born August 15, 1927 in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan.  

Arthur earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Secondary Education with an English major 
from Western Michigan University in 1950.  While in college he was a member of the 
Kappa Delta Pi and Pi Gamma Mu honorary fraternities.  Upon his graduation from college, 
he was accepted for special term mission service and was assigned to teach English and 
religious education and supervise the Scouting program at the Insituto Educacional in 
Passo Fundo, Brazil, where he served from 1950 to 1953.  He returned to the United States 
in 1953 to study at Garrett Biblical Institute and Northwestern University, where he earned 
a Master of Arts degree in Religious Studies in 1957.  It was while he was at Garrett that he 
met Alice June Dehart, who was a student at Kendall Junior College.  They were married 
on August 12, 1957.  The couple had two children, Luther and Lori.

Art and Alice moved to Washington State, where Art entered the ministry of the Methodist 
Church in the Pacific Northwest Conference.  He was ordained a Deacon in 1959 and an 
Elder in 1961.  

Art and Alice were always full partners in ministry.  They served congregations in the 
Pacific Northwest Conference at Spokane: Corbin Park and Rockford in Washington.  
They moved to California in 1959, where Art continued his education at Pacific School 
of Religion, earning a Bachelor of Divinity Degree in 1961.  While in school he served 
the Oakland: Good Shepherd congregation.  Art and Alice returned to Washington 
in 1960, serving the Othello congregation. They moved to New York in 1962, serving 
congregations in Grahamsville, Sundown, Modena, and Clintondale.  Art transferred to the 
West Wisconsin Conference in 1965 and served congregations in Bloomington, Cassville, 
Rothschild: Highland, Rib Falls, Tomah, Briggsville, Moundville, and Endeavor (UCC).  A 
lifelong learner, Art completed a Ph.D. in Church History from Drew University in 1972.  
He retired from active ministry in 1992, and returned to Salem, Oregon, where he and Alice 
made their retirement home.

In 1981 Art and his family were privileged to return to Brazil on a sabbatical, where they 
spent three months working at Central Methodist Church in Piracicaba.  He was grateful 
for the way that Brazilian Christians helped him to grow spiritually, and treasured rich 
memories of the time spent in their country.   He traveled to other parts of the world as well, 
journeying to Portugal, Spain, France, England, Argentina, Mexico and Canada.

Art gave generously of his time.  The area of ministry he enjoyed most was teaching  - adult 
classes, vacation church school, and confirmation.  He served in the Annual Conference 
on the School for Ministry Committee and on the Commission on Christian Unity and 
Interreligious Concerns.  He was president of the ministerial associations in Tomah and 
Portage.  He chaired numerous ecumenical hunger walks, and participated in Volunteer 
in Mission camps in Montana, Mississippi, and South Carolina.  In his retirement he was 
a member of the Mission Task Force and the Church Council, and led worship at the 
retirement home.  Art enjoyed reading, carving, yard work, sailing, and walks.  
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Rev. Richard N. Rushton Jr.
Richard N. “Dick” Rushton, Jr. a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference, died Wednesday, June 24, 2009 at his home in 
Menomonie with hospice, surrounded by his family.  He was 71.

Dick was born in Darby, Pennsylvania on June 26, 1937. He was the 
son of Richard and Irene (Miller) Rushton. He attended Stonehurst Hills 
Elementary School, Upper Darby Junior High and Senior High Schools 
and graduated in 1955 from Media High School, all in Pennsylvania.

After high school, Dick graduated from Wesley Junior College in Dover, Deleware and 
from Union College in Barbourville, Kentucky. He then attended Drew Theological 
Seminary in Madison, New Jersey, where he met his future wife, Marilynn Mundy. They 
were married in Milwaukee on June 6, 1964.

While Dick was in seminary he served as pastor of the Tobyhanna Methodist Church in the 
Pocono Mountains in Pennsylvania. In 1966, both Dick and Marilynn graduated from Drew 
and moved to Wisconsin. For several years Dick did social work in Rock and Waukesha 
Counties while Marilynn served churches as a United Methodist Pastor.

Dick was ordained a Deacon in the Philadelphia Conference in 1963.  He transferred to the 
Wisconsin Conference in 1970, and was ordained an Elder in 1972. Dick served churches 
in Beaver Dam, Durand, Arkansaw, Eau Galle, Sturgeon Bay, Jacksonport, Sun Prairie, 
Altoona, Hallie, Prairie Farm and Ridgeland. While in active ministry, Dick was involved 
with the youth and was beloved by them. He retired from active parish ministry in 1998. 

In his younger years, he played baseball in high school and then in Babe Ruth league. He 
often umpired for little league, Babe Ruth League and high school games, all of which he 
enjoyed thoroughly. Among his other interests were reading, bicycling, walking, playing 
games, listening to classical music, attending concerts and plays, going on family picnics, 
collecting hats, playing computer games and collecting stamps. 

Following his retirement from ordained ministry, Dick drove motor coach bus across the 
country for Blackhawk Express in Bloomer. He thoroughly loved and enjoyed this work 
and developed great friendships with the owners, Diane and D.J. Joswiak, other drivers 
(especially his driving partner, Fritz Wildenberg) and many passengers. Working for 
Blackhawk was a deeply happy time in Dick’s professional life. His goal was to drive a 
million miles for Blackhawk. Sadly, he did not quite reach that goal. His log record showed 
that after 1497 trips for Blackhawk he had driven 812,890 miles. 

Dick was an extremely devoted family man, always supporting and encouraging his wife, 
children and grandchildren. He was proud of his family and kept in close touch with them 
throughout his whole life. While driving across the country, “Papah” always sent postcards 
to his grandchildren telling them about what he was doing in his travels. 

One of the “trademarks” Dick enjoyed was his being different. For example, he would 
use dollar coins rather than paper dollars. Among the highlights of his life were the many 
annual vacation trips he and his family took for a month every year, usually to Florida to 
enjoy each other in the sun, sand and surf. Dick’s dry, quick and creative sense of humor 
and wit brought much laughter among his family, friends and colleagues. He was a deeply 
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compassionate person and sought justice in the communities where he lived and peace in 
our world. 

Without any warning signs, Dick was diagnosed with an aggressive cancer in early May of 
2009. He stayed at home, cared for by his family and friends with the support of hospice. 
He is and will always be deeply missed, with no one able to fill the empty spot he leaves in 
the hearts of all his family, friends and colleagues.

Dick is survived by his wife of 45 years, Marilynn; by his deeply loved children: Lori 
(Dale) Blank, Mark (Michelle Cornwell) Rushton, Shaun (Ashley Ellingson) Rushton, 
and Heidi (Jerry) King; “Papah’s” five dear grandchildren: Daniel and Michael King, 
Julia, Nicholas and Braedon Blank; one brother, Donald (Kelly); two nieces, Penny and 
Debbie; one nephew, Don; his parents-in-law, Betty and John Mundy; brother-in-law, John 
(Judy) Mundy; nephews, Scott and Brian Mundy; and close family friends Bill Ziegler and 
Marilyn and Otto Waldbuesser. His parents preceded him in death.

A private family service was held with the Rev. Barry Shaw officiating. Burial was in the 
Arkansaw Memorial Cemetery.

Rev. Vincent Sammartino
Vincent Sammartino, a retired Associate Member of the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference, passed away on January 15, 2010 at Strawberry 
Lane Medical Center in Wisconsin Rapids.  He was 84.  

Vincent was born on December 27, 1925 in New York City.  He 
was raised in a Roman Catholic family.  At age 9 he accepted Jesus 
Christ as his personal savior, and came into The Evangelical Church 
in Brooklyn.  At age 13 he received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  
He graduated from The School of Industrial Arts and was a printing 
and mold-making apprentice in New York before experiencing his call 
to ministry.  He served in the United States Coast Guard during World War II.  Vincent 
married Eunice Mayer on October 12, 1957.  The couple had one son, Stephen.

Vincent attended Shelton College in New York City, then earned a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Education from UW-Whitewater, a Bachelor of Arts degree in Theology from Central 
Bible Seminary, and attended Garrett Seminary.

He served churches in Wisconsin, Michigan and New York City for ten years as an ordained 
minister of the Assemblies of God.  He entered the Methodist ministry in the East Wisconsin 
Conference in 1962.  He was ordained a Local Deacon in 1966, a Local Elder in 1967, and 
became an Associate Member of the Annual Conference in 1969.   In Wisconsin he served 
churches in Pardeeville, Wilmot, and Genoa City before being assigned to Racine: Bethel 
and Racine: St. John’s.  In 1976 those congregations merged with Racine: Faith to form 
a multi-ethnic congregation, the only one of its kind in the Wisconsin Conference at that 
time.  He was appointed to Milwaukee: Emmanuel in 1979, where he served until 1982.  
After two year’s leave of absence from 1982 to 1984, he was appointed to the Stanley, 
Cadott and Thorp churches, where he served until medical issues made it necessary for him 
to take Disability Leave in 1987.  He retired in 1991.



2010 Wisconsin Conference Journal

316 Memoirs

Throughout his ministry Vincent had a deeply rooted love for music.  He shared this gift 
through singing in the communities he served.   He did several years of radio ministry, and 
wrote numerous articles for various religious magazines and periodicals.  He was involved 
in the ecumenical movement long before it became the popular thing to do.  He travelled 
extensively throughout Canada, Mexico, South America, Europe, the Middle East, Africa 
and China, and especially to the Holy Land and to Egypt. 

Vincent is survived by his son, Stephen (Jeanne) Sammartino, and four grandchildren: 
Stephanie, Francesca, Joseph and Olivia.

Rev. William J. Schmidt
William J. Schmidt, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, passed away on August 10, 2009 at Englewood Hospital 
in New Jersey following a lengthy illness.  He was 83.

William was born on May 22, 1926 in Green Bay, Wisconsin, the son 
of the late Winfred H. and Cleora (Thiel) Schmidt.  He graduated from 
Seymour High School in 1944.  Before enrolling in college, he served 
the Future Farmers of America as Wisconsin State President.  On June 
18, 1949 he was united in marriage to Jean E. Kloehn.  He received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree from North Central College, and the Bachelor of Divinity degree 
from Garrett Theological Seminary.  He earned a Ph.D. from Union Theological Seminary 
and Columbia University. He also did postgraduate work at the University of London, 
England.

Bill was ordained an Elder in the Wisconsin Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church in 1954, and served Wisconsin congregations at Milwaukee: Tabor, Clintonville, 
Germantown, and Milwaukee: Church of the Good Hope.  In 1967 he was appointed as 
a Professor of Church History at New York Theological Seminary, and became Professor 
of Theology at Saint Peter’s College, Jersey City, in 1970, a position he held until his 
retirement in 1992.  He was the first ordained Protestant scholar to teach theology at this 
Jesuit institution.   One year on Sabbatical he taught at the University of the Philippines.

He was a church historian and biographer of ecumenical pioneers Samuel McCrea Cavert 
and Henry Smith Leiper.  He was an officer of the North American Academy of Ecumenists, 
a member of the General Program Council of The Reformed Church in America, and 
authored books and articles in the area of Christian Unity.  He enjoyed poetry, birding, 
travel and music, often singing in a quartet.

Bill was a devoted supporter of the World Council of Churches.  Bill’s knowledge of 
ecumenical history, his gracious kindness and his sense of humor made him an invaluable 
resource for the Council.  In retirement he and Jean served the Council as loyal volunteers, 
often staffing WCC exhibits and representing the WCC at the national meetings of many 
member communions.

Bill is survived by his wife of 60 years, Jean; a sister, Elizabeth (Richard) Fetzer; a sister-
in-law, Eva (Robert) Freeberg; and nieces, cousins and friends.  A Memorial Service was 
held on August 15, 2009 at the First Presbyterian Church in Englewood, New Jersey.



2010 Wisconsin Conference Journal

317Memoirs

Rev. Gregory J. Schrimpf
Gregory James Schrimpf, a clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference serving as pastor of the Good Shepherd United Methodist 
Congregation in Oconomowoc, passed away on November 28, 2009 
from injuries suffered in an automobile accident while returning from a 
Thanksgiving visit with family in Minnesota. He was 57.
Greg was born on March 22, 1952 in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, the son of 
Jerry and Barbara (Renzelmann) Schrimpf. His formative years were 
spent growing up in Sheboygan, with his Christian education beginning at St. Peter Claver 
Catholic School.  He graduated in 1974 from Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisconsin.
Greg married Mary Tryggeseth in Little Rock, Arkansas on September 6, 1981.  They 
shared their love and their lives with one another and with the eight special needs children 
whom they adopted.  Greg was a loving father and a tender and compassionate grandfather.  
At family gatherings he would often be found sleeping in a chair with a baby on his chest.
Greg worked professionally in children’s theater in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Little 
Rock, Arkansas.  He also worked in adult theater in Sheboygan, Wisconsin.  He ran the 
food service for the YMCA in Sheboygan.  Later he and Mary worked side by side running 
a restaurant before he accepted a lay ministry position with Fountain Park United Methodist 
Church in Sheboygan.  Sensing the call to ordained ministry, Greg attended the University 
of Dubuque Theological Seminary.  He graduated from the seminary with a Master of 
Divinity Degree in 2002.  While in seminary he served United Community Ministries from 
1999 to 2002.  He was ordained a Deacon in 2002 and ordained an Elder in 2005. After 
graduation he served as pastor of the Zion United Methodist Church in Chippewa Falls, 
Wisconsin from 2002 to 2006, when he was appointed to Good Shepherd United Methodist 
Church in Oconomowoc.
The call for serving those in need was the hallmark of Greg’s life, whether it was children 
in need of a loving home, the hungry in need of a meal, or the homeless in need of shelter.  
For Greg, to live as a child of God was to serve others as Jesus first served us.  
Greg’s younger brother, Jay Schrimpf, said his brother had always focused on helping 
others, taking children to volunteer with people in some of the poorest places in the country 
and helping to build Habitat for Humanity houses.  “Greg wasn’t flashy and Greg did not 
call attention to himself,” Jay Schrimpf said. “He just went out and served.”
Members of his congregation in Oconomowoc recalled him as a good teacher and a hands-
on pastor.  When the church held dinners, he would help with the cooking. When church 
members helped to build a playground, he served on the work crew. He did things. He didn’t 
just send other people to do them. He would assist church members who used wheelchairs 
rather than ask someone else to do it.  He taught people to preach as lay servants on the 
Sundays when the pastor was away.  He was a mentor who was compassionate and an 
untiring, working pastor.
Greg is survived by his wife, Mary Tryggeseth; their children: Jessica Schrimpf, Richard 
Schrimpf, Scott (Megan) Schrimpf, Ian Schrimpf, Isaac (Lisa) Schrimpf, Arielle (Jason 
Oswald) Schrimpf, Michael Schrimpf, and Jacob Thomas; his mother, Barbara; two sisters: 
Jerolyn (Dion) Schaff, and Mary (Larry Te Stroete) Schilder; and grandchildren.
A Memorial Service attended by hundreds of Greg’s friends and colleagues was held at the 
Good Shepherd United Methodist Church in Oconomowoc on December 3, 2009.
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Rev. P. Harvey Stower
P. Harvey Stower, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference on Honorable Location, passed away unexpectedly on 
September 29, 2009 at the age of 65.   He had experienced a heart attack 
in his home, and while recuperating at Regions Hospital in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, experience a second heart attack.  Harvey had been dealing 
with numerous other health complications for several years, including 
diabetes which led to the amputation of a lower leg and failing vision.

Harvey was born in Frederic, Wisconsin on September 17, 1944, the son 
of Pharis and Kathryn Stower.  He grew up on the family farm near Frederic in Polk County, 
and graduated from Amery High School. He married Marilyn Nielsen on March 11, 1966.  
The couple had two children, Kathryn and Elizabeth.  Harvey received his bachelor’s 
degree in English with a minor in Political Science from the University of Wisconsin-River 
Falls in 1967.  After graduation he taught high school English for several years before 
experiencing his call to ministry.  He attended St. Andrews University, Scotland, in 1975; 
and received his Master of Divinity degree from Wesley Theology Seminary, Washington, 
D.C. in 1977.

An English teacher-turned-minister, he entered the United Methodist Ministry in the 
Wisconsin Conference.  He was ordained a Deacon in 1976 and an elder in 1978.  He 
served congregations in Prescott, Cylon, Deer Park, Forrest, Clear Lake, and Milwaukee: 
Kenwood.  It was while he was serving the Kenwood congregation that he decided 
to run for the Wisconsin State Assembly in 1982.   He requested a Leave of Absence 
from his appointment as a pastor in order return to Amery to challenge incumbent State 
Representative David Paulson for what was then the 42nd Assembly District. Stower ran 
on the Democratic ticket, a party he chose after supporting the Republican Party as a young 
man.  While in high school he had organized a Teenage Republican Chapter, but he became 
a Democrat in 1964.  He won the 1982 election. Paulson took back that seat in President 
Ronald Reagan’s 1984 landslide, although Stower lost by only a couple hundred votes.  He 
challenged Paulson again in 1988, winning back the seat in the State legislature, where 
he continued to serve until 1994.  In 1989 Harvey was granted Honorable Location from 
the active United Methodist Ministry.  He was named the “best spokesperson for rural 
Wisconsin for the decade of the 1980’s” by the Wisconsin Federation of Cooperatives.  
In 2001 he received the Award for Excellence from the Robert Gard Wisconsin Idea 
Foundation, which promotes the arts in smaller communities. Colleagues from both 
political parties respected him enough to call him “the conscience of the State Legislature.”

In 1994 Stower gave up a successful career in the State Assembly in order to run for 
Congress in Wisconsin’s Third Congressional District.  While he lost the Congressional 
race to the current incumbent, Rep. Steve Gunderson, two years later he ran unopposed for 
Mayor of Amery, a post he still held at the time of his death.  Citizens and co-workers in 
Amery described Harvey as a “visionary and a dreamer, but he was often one who could 
make dreams come true.”

Harvey earned a reputation for his interest in human services, veterans affairs, and cultural 
matters.  According to State Senator Sheila Harsdorf, “Harvey exemplified dignity and 
class in his role as a political leader from Northwest Wisconsin.  He put the interests 
of those he served first and it was truly extraordinary how he carried himself in public 
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and private affairs. He was sincere and charismatic, and served as a role model for those 
interested in public service.”

Harvey returned to the Wisconsin Annual Conference session in June, 2009, just three 
months prior to his sudden and unexpected death, to be recognized with the status 
“Honorable Location – Retired.”  He participated in the Retirement Recognition and the 
Ordination Service, representing the retirees in the “passing of the mantle.”

Harvey’s wife, Marilyn, passed away in January, 2008, following a courageous battle 
with cancer.  Harvey is survived by his two daughters, Kathryn and Elizabeth, a grandson, 
and two sisters, Pat Anderson and Susan Bohn.  A Memorial Service was held in Amery, 
Wisconsin on October 10, 2009.  A second Memorial Service was held on October 19, 2009 
at the Kenwood United Methodist Church in Milwaukee.

Rev. James Thunstrom
James Thunstrom, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, died at his home in Fall Creek on Thursday, July 16, 2009. He 
had been diagnosed with a cancerous brain tumor in May, 2009.

Jim was born on April 2, 1945, in Rush City, Minnesota, to Fillmore and 
Cleo (Waldhoff) Thunstrom. He had seven siblings, all sisters. 

Jim entered the United Methodist ministry in the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference.  He was ordained a Deacon in 1972, and ordained an Elder in 
1974.  After graduating from seminary, he was appointed to rural and small 
town churches all around the state , serving at the following Wisconsin United Methodist 
congregations: Argyle, Blanchardville, Lamont (1972); Glenwood City, Downing, Emerald 
(1973); Altoona, Lake Hallie (1975); Elmwood, Rock Elm (1981); Cumberland, McKinley 
(1989); Brodhead (2002); Colfax, Tainter (2005).  He retired on June 28, 2009, just 18 days 
before his death.

While serving the Altoona UMC, he met and married Susan Gardow on May 15, 1976.  Jim 
was an avid hunter and fisherman. He loved baseball, and was a Minnesota Twins fan who 
enjoyed watching, listening to, and attending Twins games whenever possible. He was a 
voracious reader, and enjoyed the works of C.S. Lewis and A.W. Tozer in particular. James 
was very outgoing, and was not afraid to talk to anyone about Jesus Christ.

Awaiting him in the kingdom of heaven are his parents; a sister, Michelle; and a 
granddaughter, Kali. Jim is survived by his wife, Susan; four sons: Jack (Jodie) Thunstrom, 
Jon (Nicole) Thunstrom, Joseph Thunstrom, and Jesse Thunstrom; six sisters: Judith 
Renard, Camille Rainer, Valerie Mitthun, Sheryl Quick, Renee Dimich and Jewell Peterson; 
seven grandchildren: James, Brett, Travis, Amber, Marissa, Andrew and Kalin; and many 
nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. 

A private family memorial service was held at the Tainter United Methodist Church. A 
public visitation open to all who wished to attend was held on Sunday, July 19, 2009, also 
at the Tainter United Methodist Church.
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Clergy spouses

Lyla Baker
Lyla Baker, widow of Rev. Marvin A. Baker, passed away on November 3, 2009.  The 
former Lyla Trumble married Marvin Baker on June 28, 1941.  The couple had three sons: 
Keith, Rodney and Darryl.  During Rev. Baker’s ministry from 1949 to 1967 the couple 
served Wisconsin congregations in Rib Falls, Merrill: Grace, Peshtigo, Harmony, Hingham, 
Waldo, Sheboygan: First, Marion, Wittenberg, Seneca, North Prairie and Dousman.  They 
also served briefly at the Gaysport and Duncan Falls congregations in Ohio, and for a 
number of years at the Emmanuel United Church of Christ in Dousman, Wisconsin.  No 
further information was available at the time the Journal was published.

Agnes Fox
Agnes Fox, widow of Rev. Carl A. Fox, passed away on July 30, 2009, at the age of 90.  The 
former Agnes Aletha Pittman was born on January 26, 1919 in Mount Olive, Mississippi.  
She married Carl A. Fox on March 3, 1942, in Jackson, Mississippi.  Between 1945 and 
1955 the couple had four children: Susan, Charles, James and David.

During Rev. Fox’s ministry, which began in 1949, the couple served congregations in 
Sharon, Homewood, and Terry, Mississippi.  Rev. Fox served as a chaplain in the U.S. 
Army in Korea from 1952 to 1954.  When Carl returned to the United States in 1954, 
he and Agnes moved their family to Wisconsin, where they served United Methodist 
Congregations at Glenwood City, Emerald, Downing, Mauston, Madison: Sherman 
Avenue, Montfort, Cobb, Ellsworth, Bay City, Hartland, Diamond Bluff, Ladysmith, Glen 
Flora, Tony, Wilton, Salem, Kendall, Norwalk, Stanley, Cadott and Thorp.  When Rev. Fox 
retired in 1978 the couple returned to Agnes’s hometown in Mt. Olive, Mississippi, where 
Carl continued to preach in several local churches until illness restricted his ministry.

Carl preceded Agnes in death in August, 2000.  The couple was married for over 58 years.  
Following his death Agnes continued to live in their home in Mt. Olive until she moved 
to Wesley Manor, a United Methodist Retirement Community in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, 
in February, 2003.  She enjoyed the many activities at the retirement community, which 
kept her busy.  A Memorial Service for Agnes was held at the Mt. Olive United Methodist 
Church in Mt. Olive, Mississippi, on August 3, 2009.

Ruth W. Erickson Stevens
Ruth W. Erickson Stevens, widow of Rev. William V. Stevens, passed 
away on Sunday, November 15, 2009 in Randolph, Wisconsin at the 
age of 88.  The former Ruth W. Lang was born on May 8, 1921, in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  She married Paul G. Erickson.  Paul and Ruth 
had four children: Sharon, Roger, Tom and Debbie.

Ruth worked as a secretary at Columbia Hospital and at the University 
of Wisconsin – Milwaukee for many years.  One of her great loves was 
being a church organist for over 60 years.  She was a member of the 
Epworth Methodist Church in Milwaukee for many years, and was the 
church organist at that congregation when Rev. Bill Stevens was appointed as pastor there 
from 1948 to 1955.  Following the death of her first husband, Paul, Ruth married her former 
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pastor, Bill Stevens, on August 9, 1992.  For the next 11 years the couple continued to serve 
God through The United Methodist congregations at Belleville, Madison: Our Masters, 
and Stoddard, where Bill preached and Ruth played the organ.  Upon Bill’s retirement in 
2003 they moved to Beaver Dam, where they were members of Trinity United Methodist 
Church.

Ruth was preceded in death by her parents; her sister, Lydia; her first husband, Paul 
Erickson; and her second husband, Bill Stevens, who passed away on March 28, 2009, 
just eight months prior to Ruth.  She is survived by her children: Sharon (Richard) Kruse, 
Roger (Pamela) Erickson, Tom Erickson, and Debbie Erickson; step-children Jane (Jerry) 
Zimmerman and John (Bonnie) Stevens; 8 grandchildren, 19 great-grandchildren, her sister 
Harriet Sparacino, nieces, nephews, and other relatives and friends.  A memorial service for 
Ruth Erickson Stevens was held on November 21, 2009.

Inez P. Welch
Inez P. Welch, widow of Rev. Harold Welch, passed away on October 
17, 2009 at the Good Samaritan Society in Fennimore, three weeks 
after celebrating her 100th birthday. (The picture which accompanies 
this memoir was taken at that birthday celebration.)

Inez was born on September 25, 1909 in Sylvan Township, Richland 
County, Wisconsin, the daughter of Volentine and Blanche (Harsha) 
Koch.  She was united in marriage to Harold Welch on January 10, 
1963 in Sylvan.  He preceded her in death on November 11, 1976.  Rev. 
Welch was pastor of the Ash Creek United Methodist Church at the 
time of their marriage, and the couple resided in the parsonage at Ash Creek until Carl’s 
retirement in 1969, when they moved to Richland Center.  

Inez is survived by her step-children’s spouses, Max Miller, Evelyn Welch Johnsrud, and 
Iola Welch, many step-grandchildren and many cousins.  She was preceded in death by her 
husband, three step-children, Marge Miller, Gaylord Welch, and Gordon Welch, her parents, 
and two sisters, Evelyn Koch and one stillborn.  A Memorial Service for Inez Welch was 
held on Monday, October 19, 2009 at Peace United Methodist Church in Richland Center.

lAy MeMbers of the WisConsin ConferenCe

Karen Ann Nelson
With her family by her side, Karen Ann Nelson, a Lay Member of the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away on Tuesday, April 13, 
2010, at her residence in Racine after a five-year battle with cancer. She 
was 51.  The former Karen Johnson was born in Fullerton, California 
on May 6, 1958. She moved to Racine County, Wisconsin in 1965. On 
August 7, 1982, she was united in marriage to David J. Nelson in Union 
Grove. Together, Karen and David raised two children, Sarah and Peter. 

Karen was a 1976 graduate of Union Grove High School. She earned 
Bachelor’s Degrees from the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point and the University of 
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Wisconsin - Parkside. Karen was a member of Trinity United Methodist Church in Racine, 
where she served as their Northside Preschool’s Treasurer for 12 years. She was a Lay 
Member of the Annual Conference from Trinity Church for many years. 

Karen loved Girl Scouting and was co-leader of her daughter’s Troop #301 for 11 years. 
After being a Troop Leader, Karen served on the Board of Directors for the Girl Scouts of 
Racine County and was the last President before the council’s regional merger. Karen was 
a realtor for Coldwell Banker for six years. She was also a longtime member of the Greater 
Racine Kennel Club and chair of their annual Pershing Park dog show for several years. 
Karen served three terms as Racine County Supervisor for District 5. While on the County 
Board, she chaired the Finance and Human Resources Committee and was a member of the 
Economic Development and Land Use Planning Committee. 

Above all, Karen treasured time spent with her family and many friends. In her free time 
she enjoyed gardening and working with her dogs. She never turned down an opportunity 
to have coffee and donuts with friends. Karen will forever be remembered as a vibrant, 
determined, and generous individual. She will be deeply missed by her family, friends, and 
community. 

Karen is survived by her husband, David; her children: Sarah E. Nelson (Christopher 
Wilson), and Peter J. Nelson; her mother, Ramona J. (nee: Wheaton) Johnson; one brother, 
John G. (Leanne) Johnson; two sisters: Kristin S. (Todd) Armstrong and Kathy J. (Jeff) 
Burton; six nephews: Michael, David, Shane, Justin, John, and Colin; other relatives 
and many dear friends. A Memorial service for Karen Nelson was held at Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Racine on Monday, April 19, 2010.

Dr. Paul M. Plueddeman
Dr. Paul M. Plueddeman, a lay member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference from the Markesan United Methodist Church, passed away 
at Evergreen Retirement Community in Oshkosh on February 2, 2010, 
following a stroke.  He was 79.

Dr. Plueddeman was a physician who served the Wisconsin communities 
of Markesan and Oshkosh for 50 years through his medical career, 
his faith, and a life-long commitment to public service.  He moved to 
Markesan with his young family in 1960 to join the medical practice 
of Dr. Dowe Cupery.  He began his career engaged in a traditional, rural general practice, 
making house calls to visit patients, supported by the large, black leather bag of supplies 
which was always present in the back seat of his car.  When Dr. Cupery retired in 1976 the 
partners were unable to recruit another doctor to join the small-town medical practice.  In 
1977 Dr. Plueddeman joined a group of physicians who contracted to provide emergency 
room services to Mercy Medical Center in Oshkosh, and he practiced in the Emergency 
Room at Mercy until his retirement in 1997.   Dr. Plueddeman also served as the medical 
director at Evergreen Retirement Community in Oshkosh and at the Markesan Retirement 
Home.  He was an officer in the Wisconsin Association of Medical Directors, and a trainer 
for the Oshkosh Fire Department EMT squad.
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As a member of the Markesan United Methodist Church Dr. Plueddeman sang in the 
choir and served in many different leadership positions in the congregation.  He was a 
lay member of the Annual Conference for the past 5 years.  Supported by the church, he 
started a local ministry project called Appliance Fest that collected and distributed used 
home appliances to families in need in Green Lake County.  After his retirement he became 
active in a weekly ministry to inmates at the Dodge Correctional Institution in Waupun and 
at the Columbia Correctional Institution in Portage, where he taught “Disciple” and other 
Bible studies.  He was a volunteer for Habitat for Humanity, and made two mission trips to 
Guatemala with the organization Doctors of Faith.

As an Eagle Scout himself, Dr. Plueddeman remained interested and involved in the 
Scouting Movement.  He became Scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 28 shortly after his 
arrival in Markesan, and served in that role for more than 30 years.  He placed great value 
on the practical skills, leadership training and moral compass he believed scouting offered 
young men, and was proud that his small troop produced 16 Eagle Scouts during his tenure 
as Scoutmaster.  In his scouting career he attended World Jamborees in France, Canada, 
Chile and England.  He was active in training adult Scout leaders, and received the Silver 
Beaver Award from the Bay Lakes Council of the Boy Scouts of America in recognition of 
his many years of distinguished service to Scouting.

Paul enjoyed hiking and camping.  As a teenager he took a guided paddling trip into 
Quetico Provincial Park in Ontario, and he made more than a dozen trips to the Boundary 
Waters region, paddling and camping with scouts, friends and family until past his 75th 
birthday.  In 1972 he led the Markesan Scouts on a backpacking trip along the Appalachian 
Trail in North Carolina, and would later hike trails from Alaska to Texas, including trips 
through Yellowstone, Grand Teton, and Grand Canyon National Parks, and in the Sierra 
Nevada Range in California.  In 2009 he travelled to the West African country of Gambia 
to visit a Scouting friend.

Paul Plueddeman was born on January 7, 1931 in Cincinnati, Ohio.  His father was a 
chemist for a paint manufacturer, a job that led the family to Rockford, Illinois when Paul 
was 5.  He graduated from Rockford High School in 1949, earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Beloit College in 1953, and received his medical degree from the University 
of Illinois-Chicago in 1957.  He completed an internship at Cincinnati General Hospital in 
1958 and served his country from 1958 to 1960 as a Naval  Officer and doctor stationed at 
Camp Pendleton in San Diego, California.

Paul is survived by his wife, Sandra, his sons Charles and Paul, his daughters Marian and 
Kate, and his sister Marian, as well as 10 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren.  He was 
preceded in death by his parents, Hugh and Elizabeth Plueddeman, and by his daughters 
Sarah Jane and Jennifer.  A memorial service celebrating Dr. Paul Plueddeman’s life was 
held on February 6, 2010 at the Markesan United Methodist Church.


