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The following clergy members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference have died during this past 
Conference year:

Joyce Alford September 3, 2008
J. Wesley Corbin August 27, 2008
C. Arlene Denzer April 7, 2009
Harold R. Garrett May 16, 2009
Samuel C. Godfrey May 31, 2009
Veryl E. Schubert January 23, 2009
William V. Stevens March 28, 2009
John P. Thompson August 3, 2008
David R. Worm January 29, 2009

The following former clergy members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference and clergy of other 
denominations who served in the Wisconsin Conference have died during this past Conference 
year:

Ethel “Penny” Roth August 18, 2008
Zi Hyung Sa November 27, 2008

The following spouses and family members of clergy members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference 
have died since the Conference last met:

Phyllis Burt November 10, 2008
Thomas Carmichael August 24, 2008
Wilma Graubner August 2, 2008
Lorraine Gray March 4, 2009
Annalee Jordan December 10, 2008
Esther Koch May 24, 2009
Helen LeCount September 18, 2008
Joy Susanna Miller November 2, 2008
Violet Peterson December 15, 2008
Martha Rex February 9, 2009
Lois Weis August 3, 2008

The following Lay Members, former Lay Members, and other persons related to the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference have died in the past year.

Phoebe Bauer March 22, 2009
Beverly Ann Bauer December 1, 2008
John I. Beckman July 28, 2008
Wilma Hampel October 1, 2008
Harvey Holmes September 13, 2008
Betty Schaller February 18, 2009
Frederick “Fritz” Schneider December 7, 2008
Velma Schurch April 23, 2009
H. Joseph Theno March 30, 2009

Memoirs are printed for those about whom the Conference Secretary received information prior to 
the Journal Deadline.  The dates listed are dates of death.
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Clergy MeMbers of the AnnuAl ConferenCe

Rev. Joyce L. Alford
Rev. Joyce L. Alford, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, died unexpectedly on Wednesday, September 3, 2008, at St. 
Mary’s Hospital at the age of 74. She was born July 16, 1934, in Clyman, 
Wisconsin, to parents Burr and Alice (Clapp) Alford. Joyce graduated from 
the Methodist Hospital School of Nursing in Madison in 1955, and earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing in 1959 and a Master of Science in Nursing 
in 1961 from Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio. She was the 
Director of Methodist Hospital School of Nursing and the Director of Nursing 
of the former Methodist Hospital in Madison. In 1983, she graduated from 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary and was ordained an Elder in the 
Wisconsin Conference of The United Methodist Church in 1985. Joyce was a pastor at Poynette-
Inch and Richland Center: Peace United Methodist Churches and served as the Southeast District 
Superintendent. Following retirement she served as Registrar for the Board of Ordained Ministry of 
the Wisconsin Conference and as Administrative Assistant to the Secretary of the Council of Bishops 
of The United Methodist Church from 1997 to 2004. Joyce volunteered her time and skills in many 
areas including: Access Community Health Centers, Habitat Restore and The New Church Initiative 
in Russia. Joyce was a Green Bay Packer fan and she loved University of Wisconsin Athletics, 
especially hockey, basketball, football and volleyball. She enjoyed boating and fishing and was a 
skilled picture framer. She is survived by her nephew, Jack (Mary Beth) Hildebrandt, nieces, Cheryl 
Chevalier and Sharon (Don) Croft; three grandnieces and one grandnephew; cousin, Edward (Joyce) 
Clapp; friends, Rev. Chris Bethke and Rev. Beth Benham; and her two Siamese cats, George and 
Abby. She was preceded in death by her sister, Charlotte Hildebrandt. A memorial service was held 
at 4:00 PM on Sunday, September 7, 2008, at First United Methodist Church, Madison, with Bishop 
Linda Lee, Bishop Don Ott, Bishop Sharon Zimmerman Rader and Bishop Hee Soo Jung officiating.   
Burial was in Randolph, Wisconsin.

Rev. J. Wesley Corbin
Wes Corbin, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away surrounded 
by his family on August 27, 2008 at the age of 73.  

Wes was one of three children born to John Wesley and Pauline Corbin.  He moved from Pasadena, 
California to Madison, Wisconsin in 1957 with his former wife Virginia Corbin, where he attended 
graduate school in the history department at the University of Wisconsin.  He had received a 
bachelor’s degree from Pasadena College, now Point Loma Nazarene University.  After graduate 
studies, he became a social worker in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where he was led to become a minister.  
He attended Evangelical Theological Seminary in Naperville, Illinois and was ordained as a minister 
in the Evangelical United Brethren Church, now the United Methodist Church.  Wes was the pastor at 
Wisconsin E.U.B./United Methodist churches in Boaz, Arlington, Wauwatosa, Greenfield, Waukesha, 
and Oconomowoc.  From 1986-1992, he co-hosted an interfaith radio program, “Homeward Bound,” 
on WTMJ radio.  He was a man of encyclopedic memory, a historian of world and church history, an 
esteemed bible study teacher, an accomplished singer and cook.  His love of language made him an 
inspiring speaker and incorrigible punster.

Wes is survived by his wife Claudette Corbin (nee Fowle), two children, Laurie Corbin (Ken Muzzy) 
and Linda Corbin-Pardee (Don Pardee), and two step-children, Bobbi Lynn (Mike) Meyer and Kym 
Dueysen, as well as 7 grandchildren and two sisters. 

A service to celebrate his life was held on Saturday, August 30, 2008 at Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Greenfield.
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Rev. C. Arlene Denzer
Rev. C. Arlene Denzer, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, passed away Tuesday, April 7, 2009 at the American Lutheran 
Home in Mondovi with her family at her side.  She was 84.

Arlene was born on March 20, 1925 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin to Arthur and 
Ida (Balts) Douglas. She married Reverend Lloyd Denzer on June 2, 1945. 
He died on December 30, 1995. Then on August 5, 2000 she married Stuart 
O’Flanagan. He passed away on June 30, 2003.

Arlene graduated from Buffalo County Teachers College in 1965. After that 
she taught in several Wisconsin elementary schools before she entered the ministry. She attended 
United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities in St. Paul, Minnesota. She served Wisconsin United 
Methodist congregations in Glenwood City, Loyal and Boyceville.

She moved to Kadoka, South Dakota when she married Stuart O’Flanagan. Arlene returned to 
Wisconsin shortly after Stuart’s death, where she participated in the life of the Gilmanton United 
Methodist Church. 

Arlene was an avid reader. She also loved needlework and music, especially participating in musical 
groups. She enjoyed helping other people. She demonstrated this with her active participation in all 
church activities where she and her husband served the congregations. 

She is survived by four children, David (Barb) Denzer, Judith (Stan) Winsand, Kathryn (Galen) 
Johnson and Douglas (Barb) Denzer; twelve grandchildren, eleven great grandchildren; and one 
brother, Robert (Peggy) Douglas.

Arlene was preceded in death by her husbands; two grandchildren; her parents; and a brother, Gilbert 
Douglas. 

A Memorial Services was held on Saturday, April 11, 2009 at Our Savior’s United Methodist Church 
in Mondovi. 

Rev. Harold Garrett
Reverend Harold Garrett was born in Baltimore, Maryland to Edward and 
Beatrice Bland Garrett on January 2, 1922. After his childhood years of 
attending public schools in Baltimore, he joined the United States Army, 
Cavalry Division. He served honorably and was discharged from the Cavalry 
at Fort Myer, Virginia on December 5, 1945. In 1946 Harold was employed by 
the Federal Government and at the same time he joined the United States Army 
Reserves. He enjoyed two consecutive enlistments in the Reserves receiving 
two honorable discharges in June 1959 and again in June 1962. During his 
employment with the Federal Government, Harold was often recognized for 
his exemplary service and management skills. He began his employment in 
the Office of the Surgeon General of the United States during the infancy of the computer age and 
culminated his thirty year career as a management executive in the Defense Intelligence Agency of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, United States Air Force division at Arlington Hall in Virginia. There in the 
Computer Operations and Electronic Data area, Harold managed a budget of over 10 million dollars, 
conducted seminars, training classes and held top secret clearance. While working in his positions, he 
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attended Federal City College and earned an Associate of Arts degree in Philosophy and a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Psychology.

During his early adult life, Harold had been an active and dedicated church member and lay leader. 
As he progressed in his spiritual and religious life, he heard and answered the call to further serve 
God and his church and he entered the ministry. He received his Exhorters License and his Local 
Preachers License from the Baltimore Annual Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. This enabled him to serve in his first pastorate as a Youth Minister at Metropolitan Wesley 
A.M.E. Zion Church in Washington, D.C. Harold decided, while serving in this capacity, to further 
his knowledge of theology and applied to and was admitted to Wesley Theological Seminary with his 
coursework also including studies at Howard University School of Divinity. He received his Master 
of Divinity degree and then transferred to The United Methodist Church.

His first pastorate, after being ordained a deacon, was as an assistant minister at Albright United 
Methodist Church in Washington, D.C. His next assignment was as Minister at Petworth United 
Methodist Church in Washington, D.C. In 1981, Harold transferred to the Western New York 
Conference of the United Methodist Church. There he was ordained as an Elder by Bishop Joseph 
H. Yeakel and was assigned to serve Kensington Memorial United Methodist Church and Sumner 
Lovejoy United Methodist Church in Buffalo, New York.

In 1984, Harold transferred back to the Baltimore Annual Conference and was assigned to Asbury 
Town Neck United Methodist Church in Severna Park, Maryland and then to Lincoln Park United 
Methodist Church in Washington, D.C. 

In 1988, he received the call to transfer to the Wisconsin Conference and was assigned to Albright 
United Methodist Church and then to St. James United Methodist Church in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
He served until his retirement in 1993.

He was dedicated and diligent in his work with all of his assignments and very involved in community 
service. He was known to many as a happy and friendly person, friend, advisor, and teacher. He was 
an active member of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge Free and Accepted Masons of the 
State of Wisconsin, a 32nd Degree Mason and a member of the Phylaxis Society. 

In 1994, the family decided to relocate to a warmer climate and settled in Montpelier, Virginia. 
Harold worshipped at River Road United Methodist Church and enjoyed visiting other churches in 
the Richmond, Virginia area.

His hobbies included playing the piano, boating, listening to classical music, television repair, horses 
and attending horse shows, crossword puzzles, watching sporting events and discussing the political 
events of the day. Rev. Garrett loved his family and will be missed by many. He was a firm believer 
that “you can become whatever you want to be if you work hard toward your goal.”

He was one of fourteen siblings and leaves relatives and friends in many states.

Harold died suddenly at home on May 16, 2009, while doing one of his favorite hobbies – mowing 
the lawn around a flower bed.  He leaves to mourn his wife, Jennie LaRue Garrett, his son, Elliott 
John Garrett, and his daughter, Veda Garrett.
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Rev. Samuel C. Godfrey
The Reverend Samuel C. Godfrey, passed away on May 31, 2008 at Oakwood 
Village West in Madison after a lengthy illness. He was 78.  Sam was born 
October 18, 1929 in Appleton, the son of Edwin and Ruth (Chandler) Godfrey. 
He graduated from Appleton High School and attended the University of 
Wisconsin, graduating with a B.A. He earned a Master of Divinity degree 
from Garrett Seminary, Evanston, IL and was ordained on August 29, 1954. 
He married Ruth I. Boehm of Rhinelander on June 26, 1954. As a Methodist 
pastor he was appointed to serve parishes in Palmyra, Oakfield, Milwaukee, 
East Troy, Marinette, Wild Rose, Beloit, Marshall, Mercer and Brooklyn, all 
in Wisconsin.

Sam’s ecumenical interests led him to bring together churches in his various communities for 
shared worship services. That same interest led him to find something unique in each tradition to 
bring comfort and joy. He had a particular fondness for church music and shared the joy of English 
handbells with many of his congregations, beginning in the late 1960’s. He loved to sing and sang 
with Madison Symphony Chorus. He could often be found listening to opera.

He is survived by three children, Alice Godfrey, Susan (Rolf) Wulfsberg, and Thomas (A. Elizabeth) 
Godfrey; three grandchildren, one sister, Helen Godfrey, and one brother, James Godfrey. He was 
preceded in death by his parents and wife. 

A memorial service was held on Tuesday, June 10,2008 in Madison at the Resurrection Chapel at 
Oakwood Village West. Burial was at Lakeside Cemetery in Waupaca.

Rev. Louis J. Klotzbach
Rev. Louis J. Klotzbach, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away 
on June 5, 2009.  A complete memoir for Rev. Koltzbach will be published in the 2010 Wisconsin 
Conference Journal.

Rev. Zi Hung Sa
Rev. Zi Hyung Sa, a retired clergy member of the New Mexico Conference of the United Methodist 
Church and a former clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, died on Thursday, 
November 27, 2008.  

Rev. Za entered the United Methodist Ministry in the Wisconsin Conference.  He was ordained 
a Deacon in 1977 and an Elder in 1980.  He began the first Korean United Methodist Church in 
Wisconsin in Kenosha, serving there from 1970 to 1982.  At the time it was know as Kenosha: 
First Asian Fellowship. He then moved to the Milwaukee, where he helped begin the First Korean 
United Methodist Church in the city, serving there from 1982 to 1984.  In 1984 he moved to Green 
Bay, serving at Green bay: Peace, Green Bay: Zion, and Green Bay: Korean American. In 1990, 
he transferred to the New Mexico Annual Conference.  There he helped to start the Clovis Korean 
UMC.  

A memorial service was held Saturday, December 6, 2008 at the Korean Zion United Methodist 
Church in Appleton.
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Rev. Veryl Edward Schubert
Rev. Veryl Edward Schubert, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, died Friday, January 23, 2009, at Mercy Hospital in Janesville.  
He was 87.  

Veryl was born in Bond County, Illinois, on Jan. 13, 1922, the son of Clarence 
George and Helen Elizabeth (Hastings) Schubert. He served his country in 
the U.S. Air Force during World War II as a chaplain’s assistant. He married 
Emily Maria Richards on Dec. 21, 1951, at the United Methodist Church in 
Evansville, Wisconsin. Emily died on Jan. 22, 2008. 

Rev. Schubert was a Methodist minister for more than fifty years.   He entered 
the United Methodist Ministry in South Dakota, where he served for five years.  He was ordained 
a Deacon in 1953 and an elder in 1955.  He transferred to the Wisconsin Conference in 1958, and 
served the United Methodist Churches at Randolph, Courtland, Racine: Bethany, Edgerton, Spooner, 
Lake View, Juda, Union, New London, Wilmot and Calvary Congregational UCC.  He retired from 
active ministry in 1987.  At the time of his death  he was a resident of Cedar Crest Health Center 
in Janesville, and a part of the Janesville: Asbury United Methodist Church. He had a passion for 
photography and gardening, and shared the bounty of his garden with many. Veryl had an intense 
love for Democratic politics.

Survivors include his son, John Douglas Schubert, his sister, Bonnie (Clarence) Burnett, four 
brothers: Eugene (Mary) Schubert, Harold (Marguerite) Schubert, Don (Johanna) Schubert, and Gary 
Schubert, his sister-in-law, Beatrice (Dr. James) Wehrly, and many nieces and nephews.  He was 
preceded in death by his parents, his wife Emily, and a son, Stephen Richard Schubert.

A memorial service was held at Cedar Crest Chapel in Janesville on Sunday, February 1, 2009, with 
Rev. John Froiland and Rev. Wendee Nitz co-officiating. Interment was in the Maple Hill Cemetery 
in Evansville.

Rev. William V. Stevens

Rev. William V. Stevens, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, passed away peacefully at the Continental Manor in Randolph on 
Saturday, March 28, 2009.  He was 92.

William was born the son of John V. and Isabelle (Strawser) Stevens on August 
9, 1916 in Spencer, Indiana. In 1924, the family moved to Janesville, Wisconsin. 
He was a 1933 graduate of Janesville High School. Bill then attended Milton 
College graduating with honors in 1939 with a B.A. degree. He later attended 
Garrett Theological Seminary and Mission House Seminary graduating in 1948 
with a Bachelor of Divinity Degree.

William was married to Margaret Bohm Schwandt in 1945. She passed away in 1980. He was then 
married to Doris Larson from 1982 until her death in 1991. In 1992 he married Ruth Erickson.

In 1948, Williamwas ordained a Methodist Minister. He faithfully served the ministry for over 61 
years, retiring in 2003. Bill served the United Methodist congregations in Genoa City, Greenbush-
Glenbeulah, Epworth, Wesley in Watertown, Wauwatosa, Kenosha, Green Bay, Beaver Dam, 
Belleville, Madison-Our Masters and Stoddard.
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Bill was very active throughout his career. He held numerous positions, including East Wisconsin 
Conference Secretary for 28 years, and was on the Board of Directors of the Alcohol Problems 
Council of Wisconsin from 1956 until 2006.

He was also active in many civic organizations. He joined the Kiwanis in 1946 and held many 
positions including Wisconsin District Governor from 1984-85, and received the Hixon Foundation 
Award and Life Fellow Award. He was member of the Masonic Kenosha Lodge No. 47 and the 
Dodge County Lodge No. 72 F & AM. He was active in the Wisconsin Historical Society and he also 
received the Pillar of Milton Citation in 1959.

William is survived by his wife, Ruth Erickson Stevens, his son, John (Bonnie) Stevens; his daughter, 
Jane (Dr. Jerry Zimmerman) Stevens, one granddaughter,  one brother, Wilbur (Maxine) Stevens, 
eight step children: Richard Larson, Jack Larson, Bill Larson, Miriam Sue Laue, Sharon Kruse, 
Roger Erickson, Tom Erickson and Debbie Erickson; and many step grandchildren and step great 
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents, his first wife, Margaret, second wife, Doris 
and his brother, John. 

A Memorial Service was held on Saturday, April 4, 2009 at Trinity United Methodist Church in 
Beaver Dam. Entombment was in the Oakwood Cemetery in Beaver Dam.

Rev. John P. Thompson
Rev. John P. Thompson, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, passed away peacefully at his favorite vacation site, Shadow Lake, 
on Sunday, August 3, 2008 at the age of 87.   

John was born on November 23, 1920 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  He was an 
active member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference for over 60 years.  He 
entered the United Methodist Ministry in the East Wisconsin Conference of the 
Methodist Church in 1949.  He was ordained a deacon in 1950, and ordained 
elder and received as a full member in 1951.    During his ministry he served 
appointments in Clinton, Oneida, Green Bay: Zion, Niagara – Goodman, 
Oshkosh: Wesley, Milwaukee: Aldersgate, Port Edwards, and Wild Rose – 
Dopp.  He retired in 1986.

John enjoyed fishing, woodworking, crossword puzzles, and camping.  He was very supportive of the 
conference camping programs, and was one of the founding members of the committee establishing 
Asbury Acres, a former Methodist campsite.  He was instrumental in building the first church he 
served at Oneida, and during his last appointment at Wild Rose the congregation built the church 
building and it was paid for prior to his retirement. John was passionate about missions throughout 
his career.  After his retirement he participated in the United Methodist “Nomad” Ministry throughout 
the United States.   

John married his first wife, Elizabeth Stuelke, on June 19, 1948.  She passed away in 1995.  Following 
her death he married Irma Ebel on January 31, 1998.   John is survived by his wife, Irma, five 
children, Mary (Tom) Turner, John (Kathy) Thompson, Jane (Dean) Kilde, Richard (Edith) Ebel and 
Jean (Bob) Hatten; eleven grandchildren, and nine great grandchildren, one sister, Bernice Furgason, 
and one brother, James Thompson.  He was preceded in death by his first wife, Elizabeth, and one 
sister, Helen Brandt.

A Memorial Service was held at Peace United Methodist Church in Brookfield on Saturday, August 
9, 2008.
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The Rev. David R. Worm
The Rev. David R. Worm, 82, passed away Thursday, January 29, 2009, at 
Bethany St. Joseph Care Center in La Crosse.  He was born in Milwaukee on 
Aug. 1, 1926, to Edward and Luella (Gunderman) Worm. He married Anita 
Minessale at Faith Methodist Church in Milwaukee on December. 14, 1946.

Dave was an accomplished woodworker and carpenter. He served in World 
War II from 1944-45 and was stationed in Germany. He was ordained in The 
United Methodist Church in 1971. He and Anita served in churches in Portage, 
Merrimac, Janesville, Baraboo, Kenosha and Onalaska, Wis. They retired from 
Onalaska United Methodist Church in 1990 and chose to remain in “God’s 
Country.” Dave continued to serve churches in the area during his retirement.

Dave was a member of Onalaska Lodge 214 of the Free and Accepted Masons, as well as a Past 
Master of the lodge. He also served as the Wisconsin State Grand Chaplain for two years.

Dave is survived by his wife, Anita; a sister, Corrine Popper, and her children, Gary and Lisa. He is 
also survived by two sister-in-laws, Nina Masse and Angie Minessale; and two nieces, Patty Thiscish 
and Mary Masse.

He was preceded in death by his parents.

A memorial service was held on Saturday, February 7, 2009 , at Onalaska United Methodist Church. 
The Revs. Jenny Arneson, Hyun-Suk Kim and Wesley Schirmer officiated.

spouses And fAMily MeMbers of Clergy

Phyllis Bernice Burt
Phyllis Bernice Burt, wife of Rev. C. Phillip Burt, entered the joy of the saints 
on November 10, 2008, at Beaver Dam, Wisconsin.  She was 78. Phyllis was 
born to Rev. Floyd and Berniece Fahlgren at her grandparents’ home in Unity, 
Wisconsin, on October 10, 1930. She graduated from the Neillsville, Wisconsin 
High School in 1948. On September 30, 1950, she married C. Phillip Burt at 
Ladysmith, Wisconsin at the United Methodist Church where her father was 
the pastor. At that time, Phil was in the newspaper business.  He entered the 
ministry as a student pastor in 1958. For 7 years of undergraduate and seminary 
school, she was the anchor of the family. 

Phyllis had started to play for worship for her father when she was 10 years old, beginning a 
career of playing or directing choir in her father’s or husband’s churches for 59 years. She was an 
accomplished church organist. She saved many old hymnals found at antique stores, and had those 
favorite Reader’s Digest music books. Funeral directors who had requests for forgotten hymns would 
call Phyllis, and she would usually fill their request in a few minutes. She also taught Sunday School, 
and was president of the United Methodist Women at two churches. She was her husband’s right hand 
in churches at Superior, Briggsville, Oregon, Cuba City and Darlington. The Burts retired and bought 
a home in Beaver Dam in 1999

She enjoyed antiquing, and traveling short trips around Wisconsin, limited by her long battle with 
diabetes. She was a world class cookie maker, and “word-find” expert. She was a strong mother 
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for five children, and a loving grandmother for 10; and one great-grandchild. Ecclesiastes 31:10-31 
describes Phyllis.

The memorial service for Phyllis was held at the Columbus United Methodist Church, where she was 
a member.   It was attended by many people of the churches where she had served.

Thomas J. Carmichael 
Thomas James Carmichael, husband of Rev. Nancy Carmichael, died on Sunday 
August 24, 2008 at Waukesha Memorial Hospital at the age of 63 following a 
short but courageous struggle with pancreatic cancer.

Tom was born on March 11, 1945 in Waukesha to Mary Jane (Mann) and 
Donald Bryce Carmichael.  He graduated from Waukesha High School in 
1963, and attended Marquette University and UW-River Falls, earning a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and English.  He married Nancy Lee 
Barnard on December 2, 1967.  Later he completed his Master’s degree at UW-
Whitewater.  He grew up on Oakdale road, in the town of Waukesha, on the 
family farm where he and Nancy also built their home and lived for forty years. 

Tom taught English for the Pewaukee School District for 37 years, teaching in both the High School 
and Middle School.  For many years he was the team leader for the 8th grade.  In 1999 he received 
the Distinguished Teach Award from Partners For Education, Inc. in recognition of outstanding 
leadership and advocacy of the development of business and educational partnerships.   Tom was 
given the nickname “Carms” by the students at Pewaukee High School.  He loved the theater directed 
the High School Plays and Musicals for many years.  He served as team leader in the Middle School 
also for many years.  He retired in 2004.  That year he was privileged to give the 8th graduation speech 
to the Asa Clark Middle School.  In it he used Robert Frost’s poem, the Road Less Traveled.  He 
challenged them to choose a road, to take the road less traveled: the road that their heart would lead 
them to follow.  

All of his life Tom grew vegetables and bedding plants for the fresh farm market.  He and Nancy 
owned Butchart’s Flower Shop for over twenty years.  When Nancy responded to the call to go to 
seminary in the 1990’s, Tom agreed to sell their flower shop.  He was always supportive of Nancy’s 
new path.  When Nancy’s appointment to the Jefferson United Methodist Church meant that she 
was away from home quite a bit, he was sure to send cards, write notes, and was always good about 
bringing her flowers.  He became involved in the life of the church, and taught Sunday school.  He 
wrote the Christmas Play in 2007.  He was an excellent cook, and often cooked for church dinners.

He served the community as a member of the Waukesha County Fair Board for many years in several 
areas, including Commercial Vendors, Side stage, and Treasurer. After retirement he followed his 
farmer’s heart and put his full energy into expanding his greenhouse perennial business and vegetable 
farm continuing to sell plants and vegetables in the Waukesha Farmer’s Market and Dousman 
Farmer’s Market.  He became known as “Farmer Tom.”  He Taught gardening to many people, and 
worked to welcome Hmong Farmers to the Waukesha Farmer’s Market.

He followed his dream of “going South each winter” spending several months in Port Aransas, TX 
where he enjoyed walking the beach, wading in the ocean, watching the shipping canal, and eating 
fresh shrimp.  

He is survived by his wife Rev. Nancy Carmichael, their two children, Suzanne (Doug) Carmichael-
Adkins and Lee (Nicole) Carmichael, his two grandsons, Oliver and Mercer, and one brother Timothy 
(Marcia) Carmichael. 

A Memorial Service was held Thursday August 28, 2008 Immanuel United Methodist Church in 
Jefferson.  Rev. Pat Lyon officiated.
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Wilma M. Graubner

Wilma Marguerite Graubner, widow of Rev. Horace Graubner, died peacefully at home on Saturday, 
Aug. 2, 2008, surrounded by her family.  She was 86,

Wilma was born November 5, 1921, in Lone Rock, Iowa, to Marc and Anna Pearl (Steinmetz) Moore. 
Wilma grew up and lived in Iowa until 1961, when she relocated to Columbus, Wisconsin. In 1981, 
she moved to Sun City, Ariz., where she married Rev. Horace A. Graubner on June 4, 1982. In 2002 
Wilma moved to Prairie Gardens in Sun Prairie to be closer to her family. Wilma was a sales associate 
for J.C. Penney for over 18 years. She loved to knit and bake in her free time and always made sure 
her friends had a birthday cake or a special treat when they stopped to visit. 

She is survived by four children, Marc (Karen) Dean, Mary (Wayne) McGinnis, Martha (Robert) 
Klubertanz, and William (Judy) Dean, eight grandchildren,five great-grandchildren,a sister, Maxine 
(Wayne) Ford, and a sister-in-law, Jeniece (Richard ) Laurent.

Wilma was preceded in death by her parents; her first husband, Emmert W. Dean Jr., her second 
husband, Horace, and a granddaughter, Sarah Dean.

Lura Lorraine Gray
Lura Lorraine Gray, widow of Reverend Harold E. Gray, passed away on 
Wednesday, March 4, 2009 at The Waters of Clifty Falls in Madison, Indiana.  
She was 93. 

Lura was born February 6, 1916 in Jefferson County, Indiana, the daughter of 
Harvey M. and Mae (Stanton) Brooke. At the age of fourteen Lura took her 
motto “Think Tall”. She was a polio victim at the age of 15 years, having had 
fifteen breaks in her right leg and four in her left leg. On crutches for 47 years, 
she climbed mountains, waded in oceans and climbed steps to see our historical 
wonders.

On February 7, 1937 she married Harold E. Gray, and they served God together for almost 50 years, 
until his death in 1985.  They had one son, Harvey D. Gray, who was killed during the Vietnam 
War.

She was a graduate of the Practical Nursing School in Jefferson County, Indiana, and worked with 
the county nurse as a nursing assistant.  She sang in the Homemaker’s Choir of the State of Indiana 
at Purdue University for three years.  While in Wisconsin, She sang for seven year;s in the Green 
Bay Chapter of the Sweet Adelines.    Always interested in many different kinds of art, Lura enjoyed 
Rosemaling, music, tin craft, metal art, water coloring and finger painting.  She was a Den Mother 
for Cub Scouts.  She served as President of the Professional Women’s Club in Algoma, Wisconsin, 
and was a member of The Order of the Eastern Star, Kewaunee/Algoma, Wisconsin Chapter #228.  
She volunteered for the National Hotline for the University of Wisconsin – Green Bay, and was the 
curator of the Algoma, Wisconsin museum for four years.  

Lura had been an avid doll collector since 1964, and owned and operated an antique doll museum 
in Algoma, Wisconsin. In 1965, she started Wisconsin’s only doll show and operated it for 22 years. 
She was a certified doll doctor, repairing and costuming dolls from all over the United States and 
around the world. 

Lura and her husband, Harold, along with their son, were singing evangelists, covering five states 
prior to Harold’s entering the ministry. She served alongside her husband for 32 years as a United 
Methodist minister’s wife.  During that time she was a church pianist and organist and  taught Sunday 
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school – elementary, youth and adult. She became a Certified Lay Speaker for eight years, with 
schooling from DePauw University and Indiana University.  She also received training at God’s Bible 
School in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Lura was always involved in the women’s group in each church that her husband was appointed to, 
and after retirement she continued to be involved in North United Methodist Church in Madison, 
Indiana.  She always enjoyed attending retired clergy functions.

Lura once stated that her most rewarding experience came when Chief Oshkosh of Egg Harbor, 
Wisconsin made her an honorary Indian princess, naming her Princess Wiakensoai, which means 
“Snow Bird.” Chief Oshkosh was the last hereditary Indian chief of the Menominee tribe and made 
only one other lady an honorary princess, and that was his wife. 

Lura was preceded in death by her parents, her husband Harold, and her son, Harvey. 

A Memorial Service was held on March 7, 2009 at the North United Methodist Church in Madison, 
Indiana. 

Annalee Jordan
Annalee Jordan, wife of Rev. I. Dean Jordan, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, died Wednesday, December 10, 2008, from pulmonary hypertension. She was 83 years 
old.  A memorial service was held at First United Methodist Church in Madison on January 17, 
2009. 

Annalee was born on May 27, 1925 in Menomonie, Wisconsin.  She was the daughter of Coleman and 
Lina Clark Hewitt.  Annalee was raised in Chicago where she graduated from Roosevelt High School 
in 1943. She went on to earn a nursing diploma from St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital (now a part of Rush 
University) in Chicago. Annalee married Ira Dean Jordan on Dec. 17, 1949, in Evanston, Illinois. The 
Rev. and Mrs. Jordan served United Methodist Churches in several Wisconsin communities including, 
Eagle, Waukesha, Sturgeon Bay, Jacksonport, Sheboygan, Shawano, Evansville, the nearby rural 
Peace Church, Orfordville, and finally East Troy. They also served briefly in Kansas City, Kansas. 
The Rev. Jordan served as an interim pastor for three United Church of Christ congregations in 
Columbus, Mineral Point, and Edgerton. 

Annalee was an active member of her churches’ women’s groups and choirs. Shee worked as a 
nurse at various hospitals and nursing homes. Later, she became an instructor for Certified Nursing 
Assistants, teaching students at the North East District Technical School in Green Bay, Blackhawk 
Technical College in Janesville, and Gateway Technical College in Elkhorn. She thoroughly enjoyed 
teaching. Annalee avidly collected stamps, cookbooks, and colorful glassware. She enjoyed classical 
music, history, needlework, and cooking. She and her husband built the home they retired to in 
Evansville, on a hill on Tolles Road with big picture windows where they could watch their bird 
feeders and surroundings. She is survived by her husband, of nearly 59 years, the Rev. I. Dean 
Jordan; four sons, Larry (Jane) Jordan, John (Cindy) Jordan, Gary Jordan and Darryl Jordan, one 
daughter, Carolyn (Harry Fair) Jordan, as well as four grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by 
her parents, one brother, Mark Hewitt; and one sister, Nellie Mae Hewitt Daymont.
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Esther E. Koch
Esther E. Koch, widow of Rev. Karl F. Koch, passed away on Sunday, May 24, 2009 at Legacy 
Gardens Assisted Living Center in Madison at the age of 95.

Esther, the daughter of the late William and Nora (Daeschner) Deckinger, was born on Oct. 20, 1913 
in Preston, Nebraska. She was united in marriage to Reverend Karl F. Koch in Fall City, Nebraska on 
June 14, 1939.  Esther was a member of the Emanuel United Methodist Church in Baraboo.

She is survived by two children, Miriam (Mike) Rumple and Bruce (Nancy) Koch; a daughter-in-law, 
Joanne Koch; eight grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren; other relatives and friends.

In addition to her parents, Esther was preceded in death by her husband, Karl, in 1996; her son, 
Charles; and five brothers.

A graveside committal service was held on Friday, May 29, 2009 at Walnut Hill Cemetery in Baraboo 
with Pastor Blake Overlien officiating, followed by a memorial service at the Emanuel United 
Methodist Church. 

Helen M. LeCount
Helen M. LeCount, widow of Rev. James LeCount, passed away on Thursday, 
September 18, 2008 at the Greenway Manor Nursing Home in Spring Green 
at the age of 96. She was born on May 12, 1912 on a farm near Sturgis, MI on 
May 12, 1912, the ninth child of Rudolph and Elzora (Eagley) Yunker. Helen 
graduated from North Central College in Naperville, IL in 1934 with a degree 
in Home Economics. While at North Central, she met “the love of her life,” 
Rev. James Milton LeCount II, who was a seminary student at Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in Naperville, IL. They were married on September 12, 
1934.

Their first child, James III, was born a year later. In the meantime, Helen and James and baby 
“Jimmie” moved to Dorchester, Wisconsin - their first church. 

Soon Helen and James’ lives got very busy. Twins, Roberta and Robert, were born when Jimmie was 
16 months old. Wow! Three babies in diapers for quite awhile! 

The last child born to this family was David who arrived 41/2 years later. Helen and James 
experienced many moves in their lives together. They served eight churches in Wisconsin for the 
United Methodist Church. 

Helen was a stay-at-home mom and always supported her husband in ministry. She was a good typist 
and did have a job as a school secretary in a principal’s office.  

Helen and James retired in Westfield, Wisconsin. While there, they were both involved in a prison 
ministry at the Oxford Prison on a weekly basis. As their health declined, they moved to Ripon to 
be closer to family.  On November 4, 1991 her husband James died after a heroic battle with cancer. 
Since her husband died, Helen lived in Appleton, Madison, Belleville and finally Spring Green. 
Helen kept herself busy with word search, reading and fuzzy art and enjoyed life at the Meadows 
Retirement Community.

Helen was a member of the Faith United Methodist Church in Westfield, WI and the United Methodist 
Women’s Group. Just as Helen supported her husband and children, she also gave to others in the 
community.  She crocheted most of her life, making Afghans, bedspreads, baby caps, and baby 
blankets. She crocheted around 300 baby blankets most of which were for WIC (Women, Infants and 
Children) and later on many preemie blankets. One of her memorable contributions was crocheting 
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200 baby blankets for the Outagamie County WIC program that were then distributed to infants. She 
received the Appleton Post-Crescent Volunteer Award for this work. 

Helen is survived by her 4 children: James M. (Judy A.) LeCount III, Roberta (Arthur) Zietlow, Rev. 
Robert (Marian) LeCount, and David (Jane) LeCount;8 grandchildren, 17 great grandchildren, 2 
great-great grandchildren, nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Rudolph and Elzora Yunker, her husband, Rev. James Milton LeCount II and 8 siblings. 

A Memorial Service was held on Saturday, September 27, 2008 at 11:00 A.M. at the Faith United 
Methodist Church in Westfield, WI. Rev. William Dow officiated, with burial in the Westfield East 
Cemetery. 

Joy S. Miller
Joy S. Miller, widow of Rev. Russell E. Miller, entered eternal life on Sunday, 
November 2, 2008 at Reedsburg Senior Life Center, surrounded by her loving 
family. She was 86. 

Joy was born on January 26, 1922 in TsaoHsien, Sung, China, the child of 
missionary parents, Rev. Peter and Clara (Albert) Retzlaff. Joy entered the 
United States when she was five years old. She grew up with six brothers and 
loved to play baseball, and was a serious ping-pong player.

She graduated from Juda Union Free High School in 1940, attended North 
Central College in 1941 and received her teaching certificate from Green County Normal School. 
Joy successfully taught in a one-room school house before moving on to teach first grade at Sharon, 
WI, where she met Russell, whom she married on December 26, 1945. They moved to Walworth, WI, 
where they owned and operated Miller Cabinet Company. 

Joy changed Russell’s life and he felt the calling to the Christian ministry that took them to pastorates 
throughout the state of Wisconsin. Everything in their lives was shared.  They believed in “team 
ministry.”  Joy went along on hospital visits and funerals, and attended Annual Conference with 
Russell.  After worship services Russell would stop at Joy’s pew and she would walk out with him 
and greet people following the service.  

Joy was a warm, kind, loving person who lived up to her name by giving her all to those she loved 
and cared about. She had a passion for playing the piano, singing and sharing those gifts with others. 
When she was in eighth grade her father taught her to play the hymnal from cover to cover.  She played 
for church services, weddings, and the choir.  She had a beautiful soprano voice, and accompanied 
herself and others.  She played the piano for nursing and assisted living facilities, and even played as 
a resident when she was at the Pines and the Reedsburg Area Senior Life Center.

Joy volunteered at the Community Center in Prairie du Sac along with Russell to play and read 
to pre-school children.  She volunteered for blood drives and for Habitat for Humanity, and was 
instrumental in forming a women’s circle in Lomira, the “Koinonia” Circle.

She was truly a wonderful mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, who always placed her love 
for God and her family above all else.  She made great pies with the flakiest pie crusts, and grew 
beautiful violets.  Most of all, she loved people.  She loved to talk, but equally loved to listen to what 
others had to say.

Joy is survived by a son, David (Kay) Miller; two daughters, Suzanne (Dennis) Paskey and Vicky 
(Boyd) Ditter; three brothers, James (Jeri), Wesley (Audrey) and Peter (Jeanette); 8 grandchildren; 
12 great-grandchildren; other relatives and friends. She was preceded in death by her parents; her 
husband, Rev. Russell E. Miller; and three brothers, Robert, Homer and Paul. 

A Memorial Service was held at Concordia United Methodist Church in Prairie du Sac on Thursday, 
November 6, 2008 with Pastor Jeff Virchow officiating.
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Violet M. Peterson 
Violet M. Peterson, widow of Rev. Lloyd Peterson, 92, passed away peacefully 
on Monday, December 15, 2008 at Wheaton Franciscan Healthcare – All Saints 
in Racine.  She was 92.

Violet was born in Chicago, Illinois on February 17, 1916 to Rev. Eric and 
Signe (nee: Hedblom) Eliason. She married Rev. Lloyd Peterson. She was an 
active member of Faith United Methodist Church and gave of her time and 
talents. Violet retired in 1981 from Wisconsin Bell as a supervisor, after many 
years of service. She visited the homebound for many years. Violet enjoyed 
tatting and knitting, but most of all enjoyed spending time with family and 
doing things for others. 

Violet is survived by her daughters, Penny James and Joyce (John) Beachler; grandchildren, Tracie 
(Jeffrey) Slegers, Nathan (Kathryn) Beachler, Lucas (Jennifer) Beachler, Michael (Cynthia) James, 
Blake (Kathryn) Beachler, Cole Beachler, and Keira (fiancé Dan Urschel) Beachler; great grandchild, 
Aiden Laine Beachler; brother, Emil Eliason; sisters, Evelyn Walquist and Phyllis Erickson and 
brother-in-law, Rev. Richard Johnson. She was preceded in death by her parents, husband and sister, 
Gladys Johnson.

Funeral services were held at Faith United Methodist Church in Racine on Wednesday, December 
17, 2008 with Rev. Listowel Ayensu-Mensah officiating. Interement was at Oak Ridge Cemetery in 
East Troy.

Martha E. Rex
Martha E. Rex, widow of Rev. Wendell F. Rex, died on Monday, February 9, 
2009 in Asheville, North Carolina.  She was 96.

Martha was born on November 6, 1912 in Story County, Iowa, the daughter 
of George Manly Moore and Hannah Augusta Glasgow Moore.  She married 
Rev. Wendell F. Rex, who was an Air Force Chaplain.  They had two daughters, 
Jean and Carolyn.

Martha lived in many different states and Japan, following her husband’s career 
in the Air Force and as a pastor in Iowa, Wisconsin, and North Carolina.  In 
Wisconsin he served churches in Mosinee and Appleton.  Prior to Wendell’s retirement from the Air 
Force, she was a member of Monona United Methodist Church in Monona, Wisconsin.

Martha was involved with United Methodist Women and was honored as a “Woman in Mission” by 
them. She volunteered for many duties at church and served others as needed.  She was a Mother, 
artist, seamstress, hostess, and held many different volunteer service roles: Brownie troop leader, 
Girls Scout assistant leader, Gray lady (hospital volunteer), Sunday school teacher, and prepared 
artistic altar decorations for special occasions in Wendell’s churches.  She cooked for others when 
they were sick or just for a nice treat.  Member of assorted women’s groups throughout her life, 
including the Officer’s Wives Club, book clubs, United Methodist Women, Toastmistress’ club, 
and bowling league, and was honored with trophies, pins, and awards for her accomplishments and 
contributions to these groups

Martha loved playing hymns, light classical, and romantic songs on the piano, and shared that 
love with her family. She loved listening to music.  She took many art classes and produced many 
beautiful oil paintings, also sketches, pastels, water color, and a clay sculpture.  She was an avid 
reader – poetry, meditations, mysteries, politics, uplifting novels, adventures, inspiring quotes or 
verses.  Martha was an optimistic, positive person, one to “Look at glass as half-full.”   She enjoyed 
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looking at the beauty in our natural world from an artistic perspective and attributing appreciation to 
God for the wonders of our world

Martha is survived by her daughters, Jean Elizabeth Rex Clough and Carolyn Sue Rex Brauner, three 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by her husband, Wendell, 
who died in 1986, her parents, and two brothers.

Lois I. Weis 
Lois I. Weis was born on August 5, 1929 in the Madison, Wisconsin area to 
a family whose livelihood was farming. Her early years were spent assisting 
her parents in the tasks of raising tobacco, dairying and making a living. She 
began her high school studies at Madison, East but concluded her secondary 
education at Deerfield High School after which she took employment in the 
city of Madison. It was here that she met Jim Weiss, whom she married in 
1950.  She shared her support and care with him for the next 58 years. She died 
on July 25, 2008 just before her 80

th 

birthday, after a prolonged struggle with 
cancer. 

Lou (as she was known) was an avid student. After raising her 4 children (a job she greatly loved and 
called a privilege) and participating with her husband in the life of the church, she returned to school 
and received an Associate Degree in Accounting. Her studies assisted her in becoming the Personnel 
Director for Portage County, which she found challenging and enjoyable. As she looked back she 
would often say what great appreciation she felt toward the United Methodist Women’s organization 
who for a long time lived on the frontier of life’s largest issues and sought to bring love and justice 
and peace to our world which, in turn, helped her in her work. It was a disappointment when she had 
to leave her new career because of the church’s request that her husband take a church in Janesville. 
But that led her to prepare herself to become a realtor, which she said brought great satisfaction as 
she helped people find a home that met their needs. 

Her high interest in both politics and theology found her at the center of discussions at home as well 
as in her community. The dining room table was often not only a time of good food, but of spirited 
and challenging conversation on subjects from traditional to new age religious perspectives or the 
need to push our national leaders to take seriously the need to lessen the tragic fact of poverty in our 
nation. She did not hesitate to speak out. While she loved the church she often questioned its slowness 
to act or its fear of change or its continued support for excluding those who were different. 

At the same time, Lou was known to be very generous with her “hugs”. She loved people and when 
they disagreed with her it became even more of an incentive for her to embrace them. 

She is survived by her husband, her four children and their families. 
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lAy MeMbers And others relAted to the WisConsin ConferenCe

Beverly Bauer
Beverly Bauer, a former Lay Member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away on December 
1, 2008, in Marshfield, Wisconsin.  She was 69.  Born Beverly Dickert on June 30, 1939, she married 
Peter Bauer on December 19, 1959.

Beverly was a child of the church. She grew up in Wausau, going to First Methodist anytime their 
doors were open. She lived in their Sunday School, sang tenor in their choir, made all her friends in 
the youth group, and married a boy she met there. The church made her who she was. As an adult, 
Beverly settled into Wesley UMC of Marshfield, and did every job open to her. She was on staff as 
the secretary, but also taught Sunday School (even Jr. High!), sang in the choir, established a resource 
center, served as lay leader, ran cookie walks, pasty sales and spaghetti dinners, became a certified lay 
speaker, folded innumerable paper cranes, and sometimes seemed the unofficial associate pastor. 

Beverly took her faith both seriously and with humor. She studied John Wesley and read Marcus Borg, 
looked for signs of God everywhere, and was never afraid to ask hard questions. She preached in 
many, many churches, and was tapped to be on the District Committee on the Superintendency, where 
she gave DS family members bracelets like those worn by the family members of those Missing In 
Action. She also served as Lay Leader for the North Central/Heartland District. And she was Wausau: 
Wesley’s Lay Member of Annual Conference for uncounted years, sitting with her daughter, Karen 
(Bauer) Ebert as she moved into ordination and began to serve churches of her own, and strewing her 
table space with wintergreen lifesavers, and sequins and bits of thread from her sewing projects. She 
retired from this role when Conference moved from Stevens Point to Middleton. 

Beverly is survived by her husband, Peter, and her daughter, Karen Ebert. Karen still misses her at 
Conference, where she embroiders and eats wintergreen lifesavers in her Mom’s honor.

Phoebe E. Bauer
Phoebe E. Bauer, a former Lay Member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, 
died at Edgerton Hospital and Health Services on Sunday, March 22,2009.   
She was 93.

Phoebe was born on February 15, 1916, in Milton, WI, to the late Lawrence 
A. and Bessie A. (Craig) Addie. She married Russell Philip Bauer in Milton on 
June 3, 1939. She worked for over 30 years in the Edgerton School District as 
a nurse, secretary, and retired working as a teacher’s aide. She was a longtime 
member of the Edgerton United Methodist Church, and was an officer at the 
local and state level for the United Methodist Women. Phoebe was a proud 
member of the Edgerton Hospital Volunteer Auxiliary for over 30 years, and 
logged over 6,500 hours of work.  She volunteered as well for the Janesville Concert Association.  
She also enjoyed crocheting and flowers.

Phoebe is survived by her three children: Nancy (Charles) Bauer-King, Philip (Sarah) Bauer, and 
Margaret (Steve) Bunderson; six grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; and one brother, Dean 
Fields. She was preceded by her parents; her husband, Russell; two brothers, Rex Addie and Nelson 
Field; and two great-grandchildren. 

A Memorial Services was on Wednesday, March 25, 2009, at the Edgerton United Methodist Church, 
with Pastor Jean Bartlett officiating.
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John Beckman
John Beckman, a former president of the Wisconsin Conference Board of 
Trustees, died peacefully at his home in Allouez, Wisconsin on Monday, July 
28, 2008. He was 81.  John was born January 3, 1927 in Seymour, Wisconsin 
to the late Frank and Grace (Becker) Beckman. He graduated from East High 
School in 1944 and continued his education at the University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay Extension. He served in the U.S. Navy from 1944 until his discharge 
in 1946. 

John married Marjorie Spangler on April 3, 1948 in Green Bay. He was 
employed at Wisconsin Public Service Corporation for 38 years, retiring in 
1990. John was a member of the Allouez Zoning and Planning Board for 25 years and the Brown 
County Planning Commission for 3 years. He was a longtime member of First United Methodist 
Church in Green Bay, where he held nearly all leadership positions open to members. He taught 
Sunday school, was active in the church mentoring program and served in the Wisconsin Conference 
of the United Methodist Church. John volunteered his time and talents for the American Red Cross and 
the Salvation Army. He was a “Jazz Buff”, an avid reader, loved to play bridge and traveling abroad. 
 
John is survived by his wife of 60 years, Marjorie; 4 daughters, Sharon (Jon) Newcomb, Jean 
Beckman, Julie (Tim) Brunner, Catherine (Todd) Tomek, 7 grandchildren: Scott (Maria) Newcomb, 
Brent Newcomb, Emily Newcomb, Ben and Sam Brunner, Matthew and Caitlyn Tomek, He is also 
survived by his brother, Francis “Bud” (Catherine) Beckman, sister-in-law, Marina Hannon, and nieces 
and nephews. He was preceded in death by four sisters and four brothers-in-law: Beverly (Walter) 
Baehler, Beth (Gus) Feurig, Olive (George) Wassenberg, Helen Beckman, and Emerson Hannon. 
 
A Memorial Service was held on Friday, August 1, 2008 at First United Methodist Church in Green 
Bay, with Rev. Paul Johnsen and Rev. Linda Pliska officiating.

Wilma I Hampel 
Wilma I. Hampel, one of the founders of Northcott Neighborhood House in Milwaukee, passed away 
on October 1, 2008 at the age of 90.

Born January 25, 1908 in La Mars, Iowa, Wilma was the daughter of a Methodist minister. She was 
the beloved wife of 52 years of the late George H. Hampel, Jr. 

Throughout her life, Wilma remained very active in The United Methodist church, most notably at 
Kingsley Methodist Church in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, First United Methodist Church in Des Moines, 
Iowa, and Emmanuel Community United Methodist Church in Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin, where 
she became president of the United Methodist Women’s group. In 1988 Wilma was one of the top 
“One Hundred Women in Missions” in the last century and had her biography published in “They 
Went Out Not Knowing; 100 Women in Mission.”

Wilma was a dedicated social activist throughout her life. She served on the Milwaukee Urban 
Renewal Commission under Mayor Zeidler, being elected chairman twice. In her 80’s she was 
involved in a program at the Milwaukee Public Library where she translated books into Braille. 

Wilma was the driving force behind the creation of Northcott Neighborhood House in Milwaukee 
and in 1961 was elected president of the board. Northcott has become one of the most successful 
social service organizations in Milwaukee, serving people of the inner city with many programs. 

Wilma is survived by four children, George, Emma Louise (Herb) John, Lance and John (Lynne); 
five grandchildren, 13 great-grandchildren; two nieces and four nephews and a sister-in-law, Ruth 
Henmann.
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Fredrick W. “Fritz” Schneider
Fredrick W. Schneider, a former lay member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, died peacefully on December 7, 2008 at the Hospice House, in 
Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin, surrounded by his family. He was 92.

Frederick, affectionately known as “Fritz,.” was born on September 29, 1916 in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, the son of the late Oscar and Hilda (Schuetz) Schneider. 
He attended local public schools, graduated from Kenosha High School in 
1934 and proudly served three years in the Civilian Conservation Corps. In 
1939, Fritz began a distinguished career with Coopers/Jockey International that 
lasted for 42 years. He served Jockey in many capacities, including six years as 
Eastern Branch Manager in New York City and Lambertville, New Jersey. He completed his tenure 
with Jockey in their Kenosha Credit Department, retiring in 1983. His 1944 marriage to Elvira Fallak 
of Kenosha was dissolved in 1952. From that marriage came a son, Robert. In 1959, Fritz married 
Dolores Edwards Kitchin of Lambertville, NJ. She had previously been married to Donald J. Kitchin, 
who died in 1958. Fritz and Dolores had three children, Claire (John) Kitchin Dahl, Fay (Jeff) Kitchin 
Maliszewski and Donald (Elaine) Kitchin. 

Fritz was dedicated to the United Methodist Church, both at Centenary United Methodist Church 
in Lambertville, New Jersey and Immanuel United Methodist Church in Kenosha. He served the 
Immanuel congregation faithfully as a Sunday school teacher, Lay Leader and Trustee, and as a Lay 
Member of the Annual Conference. He was a proud and active member of Rotary International. He 
was the Secretary of the Kenosha Rotary Club for many years and served as their President from 
1976 until 1977. He and Dolores attended numerous international Rotary conventions, both in the 
United States and overseas. Fritz was honored to be a Paul Harris Fellow and, in 2005, was presented 
with the “Service Above Self Award” by the Kenosha Rotary Club. He was passionately committed 
to community service , gaining personal satisfaction supporting local charities and organizations. He 
enjoyed golf, coin collecting, traveling and spending quality time with his family and friends. 

Fritz is survived by a loving family: his wife of 49 years, Dolores; her three children, Claire, Fay and 
Don and his son, Robert . He was the adored “Opa” to Adam and Kara Dahl and Tyler and Molly 
Kitchin. He was “Grandpa” to Michael, Steven and John (Julie) Schneider and “Great Grandpa” 
to Benjamin and William Schneider. He is also survived by one brother, Richard Schneider and 
numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. Fritz was preceded in death by his parents and siblings, Paul, 
Edith Piehl and Lillian Breitenwischer.

A memorial service celebrating Fritz’s life of was held on Saturday, December 13, 2008 at Immanuel 
United Methodist Church in Kenosha, Wisconsin.


