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2007 – 2008 MeMoirs

The following clergy members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference have died during this 
past Conference year:

Frank F. Drollinger September 27, 2007
Samuel C. Godfrey May 31, 2008
Judith Joy Jacobson December 15, 2007
Edward M. Ketcham April 14, 2008
Robert Dean Paulson December 24, 2007
Richard K. Pilgrim May 12, 2008
Kenneth Redfearn January 15, 2008
James Saunders December 22, 2007
Bernard M. Setterlund October 17, 2007

The following spouses and family members of clergy members of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference have died since the Conference last met:

Barbara Ball March 31, 2008
Allegra “Lee” Bloy March 24, 2008
Allan D. Byrne September 23, 2007
Whitney Paige Carlson July 14, 2007
Betty J. Carrico November 2, 2007
Vera  Ebert August 26, 2007
Keith Eytcheson, Jr. Febraury 1, 2008
Helen Greider Dawson Ficks January 15, 2008
Martha Witmer Giese December 19, 2007
Hyoung Mi Kim May 19, 2008
Sharon Choonsook Kim July 21, 2007
Emily L. Schubert January 22, 2008
Ardys Sharpe April 13, 2008
Jane A. Spear May 16, 2007
Marilyn Nielsen Stower January 29, 2008

The following Lay Members, former Lay Members, and other persons related to the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference have died in the past year.  

Doris  Foote December 6, 2007
Fred  Gruner May 3, 2008
Patricia A. Hutchinson December 2, 2007
Mary Johnson January 24, 2008
Clifford Lau February 1, 2008
Zona Satterson May 25, 2008
Loren “Pete” Thurber June 7, 2008
Bob Weld May 13, 2007

Memoirs are printed for those about whom the Conference Secretary received information 
prior to the Journal Deadline.  The dates listed are dates of death.
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Clergy MeMbers of the AnnuAl ConferenCe

Rev. Frank F. Drollinger
Rev. Frank F. Drollinger, a retired Clergy Member of the Wisconsin Conference, passed away 
on September 27, 2007 in LaCrosse, Wisconsin.  He was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on 
July 17, 1924.

Frank married Ann, his wife of 60 years, on August 23, 1947.  He entered the ministry of 
the Wisconsin Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren Church in 1960, and was 
ordained an Elder in 1965.  He served as pastor of the Eden Evangelical United Brethren 
church from 1960 to 1963, the Ithaca and Loyd Evangelical United Brethren Churches and 
the Sextonville Methodist Church from 1963 to 1967, the Salem United Methodist Church 
in Fond du Lac from 1967 to 1971, Brown Deer UMC from 1971 to 1973, LaCrosse: Asbury 
UMC from 1973 to 1980, Wausau: Wesley from 1980 to 1987, and Blackhawk UMC from 
1987 until his retirement in 1989.

Frank took special delight in his family, and especially his grandchildren.  He enjoyed camp 
counseling and attending work camps, and was was very good at building, repairing and 
remodeling things.  He gave generously of his time and skills.  Frank enjoyed gardening, 
lawn work, mowing and even snow shoveling.  

He is survived by his wife, Ann, their son, Rev. Donald D. Drollinger, who is currently serving 
Faith United Methodist Church in Sheboygan Falls and Bethel United Methodist Church in 
Kiel, and many other dear family and friends.  A memorial service was held at Asbury UMC 
in LaCrosse on September 30, 2007, with burial in Hersey, Wisconsin.

Rev. Samuel C. Godfrey
Rev. Samuel C. Godfrey, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Conference, passed away 
on Saturday, May 31, 2008.  A complete Memoir will be published in the 2009 Wisconsin 
Conference Journal.

Rev. Judith Joy Jacobson
Judith Joy Jacobson passed away peacefully at home in Evansville, 
Indiana on December 15, 2007, surrounded by friends and family.  She 
was 57.

Judi was born and grew up in Galveston, Texas.  She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology from Austin College in Texas in 1972, a Master of 
Divinity degree from United Theological Seminary in Dayton Ohio in 
1979, and a master’s degree in Counseling Psychology from Indiana 
State University in 2000.  Her PhD in Counseling Psychology from 
Southern Illinois University – Carbondale was awarded on December 
15, 2007.

Judi was ordained as an Elder in The United Methodist Church in 1984, and was a clergy 
member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference.  After serving in ministry through outreach 
programs and at churches in Toledo, Ohio, Covington, Kentucky, and Racine, Wisconsin, 
Judi came to Evansville, Indiana to join the Patchwork Central Community.

She worked as a campus minister at colleges and universities in the Evansville area, served 
as pastor to Baker Chapel, Fletcher’s Chapel, and Folsomville United Methodist Churches, 
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and as interim pastor at First Presbyterian Church in Evansville and First Presbyterian 
Church in Mount Vernon, Indiana.  She was appointed by the Wisconsin Conference to serve 
beyond the local church at Patchwork Central, where she was the founder and manager of 
the Back Alley Bakery, a frequent worship leader, a generous pastoral counselor, and an 
organizer for many programs and projects both large and small.  With Susan Steinkamp she 
was co-owner and a full-time house painter in their business, “Working Women.”  She was 
involved in the formation of the Haynie’s Corner Arts District. She most recently worked as 
a therapist at Acacia Center, and as Executive Director of Patchwork Central.

Judi’s life was full of love and joy, and marked by care and service.  She was a generous 
hostess who enjoyed parties and celebrations of all kinds.  Her energy seemed boundless; 
her eye for work that need to be done was keen.  Her heart was open in welcome ane 
compassion for all people.  In everything she undertook she built strong, nurturing 
relationships and she invited others into her life and work.

Judi’s search for peace and justice took her to the mountains of El Salvador, into the 
Patchwork Central neighborhood of Evansville, and into challenging conversations with 
friends and colleagues.  She engendered trust and faith and love.  Above all, Judi had a 
great appreciation for beauty and saw extraordinary beauty in ordinary things.  She took 
special delight in sunrises and sunsets and experienced all life with a sense of wonder.

Judy is survived by her husband of 24 years, W. Alan Winslow, her brother and sister in 
law, Ray and Mary Gail Nagai, her sisters Barbara and Silver Jacobson, three step children, 
Diane,  David and Michael Winslow and several grandchildren.  She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Arthur and Lucille Jacobson.  

A service celebrating Judi’s life was held at Patchwork Central on January 5, 2008.  
Consistent with her life of service to others, Judi requested that her body be donated for 
medical research.

Rev. Edward M. Ketcham
Rev. Edward M. Ketcham, a retired Clergy Member of the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference, passed away on April 13, 2008 at St. Croix Health 
Center in New Richmond, Wisconsin.

He was born to the late Tuthill and Ellen Ketcham in Chicago, Illinois on 
August 28, 1925.  He graduated from the University of Wisconsin with 
a degree in engineering in 1946.  He then served in the United States 
Navy.  He attended Union Theological Seminary in New York City and 
graduated with a degree in theology in 1953.  He married Sarah Taylor 
in Duluth, Minnesota on December 28, 1953.

Ed served United Presbyterian Churches in Cornell and Hurley, Wisconsin, and in Roselle 
and Waterman, Illinois.  He transferred to the East Wisconsin Conference of The United 
Methodist Church in 1969, and served congregations in Plainfield, Almond, New Richmond, 
and Hudson, Wisconsin.  After his retirement from the ministry, Ed and Sarah enjoyed many 
years on Bond Lake in Northwestern, Wisconsin.

Ed loved fishing, golfing, building furniture, gardening and reading, and spending time with 
his grandchildren.

He is survived by his wife Sarah, sons John, Steve and Jeffrey, daughter Sally, and three 
grandchildren.  A memorial Service was held on April 17, 2008 at New Richmond United 
Methodist Church.
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Rev. Robert D. Paulson
Rev. Robert Dean Paulson of Stoughton, died peacefully on Christmas 
Eve, December 24, 2007 at the age of 83, surrounded by his family 
circle. He had a long history of heart disease and diabetes. 

Bob was born July 13, 1924, in Superior, the eldest of three sons born 
to Rev. Carsten and Charlotte Paulson. He graduated from Osceola 
High School in 1942 and moved with his parents to Ashland, where he 
attended Northland College for a year before attending the University 
of Minnesota College of Mortuary Science. After graduation, Bob was 
drafted into the Navy in July 1944.  While on leave in 1945, he met 
his long time love Elaine Johnson. On Christmas Eve, December 24, 
1945, Bob purchased an engagement ring while in Peking, China and two years later on 
Valentines Day, February 14, 1947, Bob and Elaine were married by his father. He had 
always made it well known to his family that Christmas Eve and Valentines were his two 
favorite days, and even in death that proved to be true.

Bob walked an interesting path, but always traveled with faith. He and Elaine moved to 
Osceola where, after being an apprentice to the funeral director, he eventually purchased 
the Scottum funeral home and furniture store in 1951, which he owned and operated for 13 
years.

In 1964, at the age of 40, he realized his faith was calling him to the Christian ministry in the 
Methodist Church. He took the adage “life begins at 40” to heart! After selling his businesses, 
he and his family moved to Jim Falls, where he served as a supply pastor for the Jim Falls, 
Holcombe and Anson Methodist Churches while attending the University of Wisconsin – 
Eau Claire.  He graduated in 1968 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Sociology. The 
family then moved to St. Croix Falls, where Bob served the three point charge of St. Croix 
Falls, Wolf Creek and Taylor’s Falls in Minnesota. During this time, he commuted to St. Paul, 
Minnesota to attend United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, where he graduated 
in 1972 with a Master of Divinity Degree. During that time he also received the honorary 
Catherine Cook Scholastic Award for “Excellence in Pastoral Ministry”. 

Ordained in 1972, the Bishop moved Bob and his family to the Viroqua and Liberty Pole 
United Methodist Churches for six years. He served as pastor at Bashford United Methodist 
Church in Madison for nine years until his health forced him to seek early retirement in 1987 
at age 63.

Bob and Elaine retired in Stoughton, and also wintered in Lakeland, Florida for 16 years. 
Bob was active all his life in community and church activities, including scouts, president 
of the Northern Funeral Directors Association, trustee of the Wisconsin United Methodist 
Conference, president of Kiwanis, drug abuse counselor for Lutheran Social Services, 
Kegonsa Masonic Lodge, Madison Zor Shrine chaplain, and the American Legion. He 
always had time for anyone needing counseling or someone to listen. His interests included 
golfing, fishing, hunting and reading.

Bob is survived by his beloved wife of 60 years, Elaine, a son, two daughters, nine 
grandchildren, five great-grandchildren and many relatives and friends. Bob spent his life 
serving others in all the hours of his life and his rewards are shown in the love of his family 
and extended legacy of care and friendship.
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Rev. Richard K. Pilgrim
Rev. Richard K. Pilgrim was born in Chicago, Illinois on October 4, 
1919.  He was born to eternal life May 12, 2008 at Three Pillars Masonic 
Health Care Center in Dousman, Wisconsin at the age of 88. 

Richard married Ruth Bridges in Chicago on July 9, 1949. They were 
the proud and loving parents of Joanne Fischer, Rebecca Antrim, 
Barbara Pilgrim and John Pilgrim, and the fond grandparents of four 
grandchildren. 

Richard served his country during WW II in the US Army, reaching the 
rank of First Lieutenant. He graduated from the University of Chicago 
and Garrett Biblical Institute.  He was appointed in the Rock River Conference in Illinois in 
1950, serving Eureka (1949-1950), Ashton (1950-1952), and Hebron and Alden churches 
(1952-1957). He transferred to the Wisconsin Conference in 1957, serving Darlington (1957-
1960), Fredric-Danbury-Grantsburg and Lorain (1960-1964), Rice Lake and Weyerhaeuser 
(1964-1967), then just Rice Lake until 1968, Viroqua and Liberty Pole (1968-1972), Lodi 
(1972-1978), Bristol and Wesley Chapel (1978-1981), and Parfreyville from 1981 until his 
retirement in 1985. After retirement he served the Oconomowoc Church as supply pastor 
until 1992. He served as the Chaplain at Three Pillars Masonic Home in Dousman from 
1992 until 1998. 

Richard was also active in the Boy Scouts, the Optimists club, and the Lions club.  He 
was a Camp Director at Whispering Pines United Methodist Camp and a volunteer night 
chaplain at Madison Methodist Hospital. He was a member of American Legion Post #91 
in Oconomowoc, the Golden Kiwanis of Oconomowoc, the National Sojourners-Milwaukee 
Chapter # 027 and a member of the Glenn L. Humphrey Masonic Lodge # 364 at Three 
Pillars in Dousman, Wisconsin.

He enjoyed singing and music and played in a hand bell choir. His varied interests included 
drawing, reading gardening and building model airplanes, and he traveled to Israel, the 
Greek Isles and Rome.  

A memorial service was held at Good Shepherd United Methodist Church in Oconomowoc 
on Saturday, May 17, 2008, with burial at LaBelle Cemetery in Oconomowoc.

Rev. Kenneth R. Redfearn
Editor’s Note: Rev. Kenneth Raymond Redfearn, a retired Clergy Member of the Wisconsin 
Conference, died January 15, 2008 in Prescott, Arizona. The following memoir was prepared 
by Kenneth and is in his own words:

Born in Creve Coeur, Illinois in my grandmother’s home on August 15, 1921, I was the 
“middle child” with an older sister who is nearly 90; and unfortunately my younger brother 
died at the age of 3. My mother never recovered from the shock. In those days we had not 
the medicines for the disease that took his life.

I grew up in the East Peoria area, and only once returned there to live and work as a young 
man. Later on, in my 50’s I returned to be with Mother as she lay dying at a nursing home. 
I thank God it was a nice home; that she was near lifelong friends and died quietly and 
peacefully.

Happily I earned a high school degree and worked odd jobs as a child. My father died when 
I was a young man. He did not get to see his son in Seminary nor the pulpit. I think he would 
have been proud, as his ways of life were somewhat disturbing to other family members. 
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The war was raging at this time in Europe. I was opposed. A Conscientious Objector (and am 
proud to say, so were both my sons.) I was allowed alternative service in the Civilian Service 
Corp and spent two years working in a mental hospital in Connecticut. It was there I met my 
best friends: Asa Mundell, who later became a Methodist Minister and Ray Firestone. Ray 
became a Methodist Pastor and married myself to my wife. After High School, with meager 
savings, I was determined to attend college and did, at Kansas Wesleyan in Salina, Kansas. 
There I met Dona Beth McLaughlin, a young, intelligent and pretty girl a couple if years my 
junior from a town called Phillipsburg, Kansas.

After a brief courtship, “Beth” (as she preferred) and I married in Salina. I am sure to this day 
her father disliked the marriage – he wanted her to drop out of college and return to marry 
a local farmboy. She had other ideas, she wanted a real life and found one, graduating 
college herself.

First, there was time off for our three children; Mark Miguel (adopted), Timothy and Luanne. 
As the kids were born one by one; we moved several times; discovering ministers move 
from Conference to Church, ever higher in the Church with each move (hopefully). A year 
in Delphous, Kansas, one in Montpelier, Vermont, one in Marion, Kansas, and finally 
Denver Colorado. Six years at Park Hill Methodist Church. By then the children had all 
grown up and left for college. Thank the Lord they made it! I was always very proud of 
them, and hope with all sincerity, there will be no fighting over anything we may own when 
my wife and I depart the earth! After Park Hill I was assigned to the Wisconsin Methodist 
Conference. Spent several years as pastor in Franksville, Wisconsin. Just prior to this I went 
to Minneapolis, Minnesota to return to school obtaining further credentials. After Franksville, 
which we dearly loved, my wife and I moved all the way to Arizona where I worked one year 
at the Presbyterian Service Center in Tucson. Fear of not having funding led me to Colorado 
where I took a church called Green Mountain Methodist. 

After a year or so I retired. Suddenly I was asked to take a church in Ft. Morgan, Colorado, 
which I decided was fine. It was then I discovered I had heart problems and needed 
to address the problem. I retired from the church after 50 years of giving my life to the 
teachings of John Wesley and to the people I loved. We briefly moved to Salt Lake City and 
disliked it. So, it was retirement in Arizona. There, I had a pacemaker installed. We traveled 
to England and Ireland. We really were retired. We relocated to Tucson, Arizona, but after 
about 9 months, Beth said she wanted to move. We moved to Prescott, Arizona and loved it 
immediately. Prescott was to be our final move. My beloved wife Beth died unexpectedly in 
May 2003. Perhaps that is why I wrote this the same day she died. It is for her too. She was 
very much my life. I lived on and on. Last year as I wrote this page, I was about to turn 86 
years of age. I received a certificate from the Bishops of the United Methodist Church for 50 
years of service. I am very proud of this. I am very proud of my church. I have no idea how 
long I will live or the quality of my life. But I believe that a man should be able to “pull the 
tubes” when he is in pain or brain dead. I understand many will disagree with my belief; I am 
a member of the Arizona Death With Dignity Foundation. It is my choice and my belief that 
people should not be forced to live when they are brain dead or in so much pain they cannot 
stand it; after all there is enough pain in life. I thank you all, friends and enemies alike; I love 
and thank my family; and I thank my son Timothy for typing and printing this for me on his 
computer. Otherwise you’d not be able to read my “hen scratching.” Goodbye to all of you; 
at last, I am with Beth in the presence of the Lord.
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Rev. James Saunders
James Saunders was born December 12, 1912, in Liverpool England, 
where he was educated at the Council School. He became an apprentice 
to the boot and shoe repair trade and owned his own business. James 
was a faithful member of Linacre Methodist Church in Liverpool. He 
became a local preacher in 1934 and soon after attended Cliff College 
in Sheffield, England, where he was a member of its preaching staff. In 
1937, he emigrated to America. Lily Rowland came from England to marry 
James on March 6, 1939. They worked together and complemented 
each other for 68 years until Lily’s death February 20, 2007.  James 
followed her to their eternal home in heaven on December 22, 2007 at 
the age of 95. 

James was appointed as pastor and Lily served along with him in Methodist churches in 
Coloma, Westfield and South Burr Oak (1938-1942).  James also attended Stevens Point 
Teachers College and graduated in 1942. James attended Garrett Theological Seminary 
and graduated in 1948, while also serving Fennimore Methodist Church (1942-1948). He 
was ordained Elder in 1948.  He went on to serve Wisconsin churches in Evansville (1948-
1953), Stoughton (195301960), Waupaca and Crystal Lake (1960-1967), Division Street in 

Fond du Lac (1967-1973), and Wautoma and Spring Lake United Methodist Churches from 
1973 until his retirement in 1978. James then preached at Camp Cleghorn in Waupaca until 
1989. After retiring (again) he and his wife, Lily, lived in Almond, then Stevens Point and 
finally LaCrosse. 

When it became necessary for Jim to move to Bethany Riverside Care Facility, he looked 
upon it as his last parish. He continued to write his books on the computer and enjoyed 
listening to Andre Rieu tapes. He constantly made tapes for others to listen to and everybody 
knew Rev. Jim. He even officiated at several funerals at the Faith and Life Center at the 
request of some of his new friends. He became the unofficial chaplain and was in demand 
when folks asked for prayers as families faced the death of a loved one. He continued his 
work until his last breath was taken.

Survivors include his daughter, Margaret Donner; three sons, A.J., Alex and Rowland; 8 
grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren. There was a memorial service for both James and 
Lily on May 24, 2008 at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Stevens Point.

Rev. Bernard “Bernie” M. Setterlund
Rev. Bernard M. Setterlund was born May 26, 1936 in Plum City, 
Wisconsin to John and Delores (Gilles) Setterlund. He left this life for a 
better one on October 17, 2007 at the age of 71.

Bernie graduated from Pepin High School in 1954 and then sold 
insurance for 10 years. In 1963, Bernie completed the Local Pastor’s 
Licensing School and was appointed to the Dallas, Hillsdale and 
Ridgeland Methodist Churches until 1966. He graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin-River Falls in 1969 while serving the Elmwood 
and Rock Elm Churches of the Pierce County Rural Parish (1966-1971).  
He graduated from Evangelical Theological Seminary in 1973 while 
serving the Darien and Sharon United Methodist Churches (1971-1976). He always felt he 
had the best of both worlds as he attended, United Theological Seminary in New Brighton, 
Minnesota and finished his seminary education at Evangelical in Naperville, Illinois. Bernie 
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was ordained Elder in June, 1974 and then served churches in Denmark and Mishicot 
(1976-1981); Arlington and North Windsor (1981-1992); Fredric and Lorain (1992-1995) 
and Durand, Arkansaw and Eau Galle from 1995 until his retirement in October of 2000.

Bernie was described as a quiet, gentle man who had a ready smile for everyone and a 
listening ear. He never wanted to serve the biggest church; he just wanted to serve God 
wherever he was sent. He helped to heal congregations and to lead them through building 
programs. He was elected to the village board in Darien, helped to organize the Kiwanis 
Club for Darien-Delavan and worked with the scouting program in several communities. He 
was the Chair of the Conference Nominating Committee for two quadrennia and served on 
the Conference Program and Arrangements committee.

Camping, gourmet food and refinishing antiques were some of Bernie’s enjoyable activities, 
but most of all he delighted in his family. He is survived by his wife of 43 years, Sue; their 
son Marc and daughter Melissa (“Missy”) and three wonderful grandchildren.  

A celebration of Bernie’s life was held at Portage United Methodist Church on October 22, 
2007 with Rev. Amy Jameson Yachovich and Rev. Jane Daniels officiating. 

Spouses and Family Members of Clergy

Barbara Ball
Barbara Ball, wife of Rev. Thomas Ball, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, passed away on Monday, March 31, 2008.  A memorial service was held 
at Grace United Methodist Church in Cheyenne, Wyoming on April 5, 2008.  No further 
information was available for these memoirs.

Allegra “Lee” Bloy
Allegra “Lee” Bloy, wife of the Rev. Wilmer T. Bloy, was born January 15, 
1929, at Black Creek, Wisconsin. She was a baptized child of God and 
was a follower of Christ all her life. She finished her earthly life on March 
17, 2008 in Madison, Wisconsin at the age of 79.

Lee grew up in Appleton and graduated from Appleton West High 
School in 1947. On August 5, 1950 Allegra Shirley Reitz married Wilmer 
Bloy.  They began their married life in Naperville, Illinois participating 
in college and seminary life with other married students while Wil 
completed his bachelor’s degree at North Central College and then his 
theological degree at Evangelical Theological Seminary. During that period Lee was an 
original member and president of SemAnnes, the theological students’ wives organization. 
Throughout her life she was a constant caring and affectionate mother of four children: 
Steven, Barbara, Christine and Jonathan. Besides being involved in many church activities, 
she was above all a supportive pastor’s spouse who patiently endured the burdens and 
joyfully shared the blessings of the pastoral ministry. Behind her often quiet demeanor there 
was a spark of heaven, perhaps not easily recognized because of her life played out in 
the most ordinary of settings; her home, her family, as a spouse and in the church. She 
made her home and faithfully served in congregations at Germantown (1955-1956), Prairie 
du Chien (1956-1960), Chippewa Falls: Zion (1960-1966), Madison: Trinity (1966-1972), 
Milwaukee: Bay View church (1972-1985), and Wausau: First (1985 until Wil’s retirement in 
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1991).  They moved to Sun Prairie where Wil served the Bashford church in Madison part 
time as their visitation pastor from 1992 until retiring again in 1998. In 2000 the Bloys moved 
to Oakwood Village East in Madison. 

In each church Lee was actively involved in the church women’s groups, including serving 
as the president of the United Methodist Women at Bay View. Many times she was a church 
school teacher.  Lee had been a part-time Library Assistant, and adult Girl Scout Leader, and 
a Floral Designer during an early part of her life.  Flowers and gardening remained important 
to her as the years passed. Lee was an ecumenical person all her life. She was the child 
of a Lutheran father and a German Methodist mother, and the granddaughter of a German 
Methodist pastor (John F. Brandt).  Allegra was baptized in the Evangelical Association 
church (formerly Evangelische Gemeindshaft Kirche). As a youth she experienced the 
merger of this denomination with the United Brethren church to form the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. She then witnessed the merger of the EUB Church, in which her husband 
had been ordained and served, with the Methodist Church to become The United Methodist 
Church. After her husband retired, she consistently worshiped at an Evangelical Lutheran 
church.

Lee was the historian and genealogist for her family and also an avid reader of history and 
historical novels. The Bloys enjoyed traveling and made many trips to England where they 
developed a long time friendship with an English Methodist pastor and his wife. Lee was 
skilled at many crafts and enjoyed sharing her gifts at recycling greeting cards. Lee was also 
the care-giver to two sisters who preceded her in death. Lee loved to sing in choral groups, 
beginning with a church junior choir at age 10, the Chaminade Chorus in Appleton, various 
church choirs, and even during the last days of her life singing in the Oakwood Village East 
chapel choir.

Rev. Allan D. Byrne
Rev. Dr. Allan Byrne spent most of his ministry in the Northern Indiana 
Conference, concluding his 50 years of service to the church as the 
Minister of Caring Ministries and Visitation for First United Methodist 
Church in Whitewater.  He was the husband of Rev. Mary Beth Byrne, 
also a member of the North Indiana Conference currently serving River 
of Life United Methodist Church in Beloit, Wisconsin. 

Allan Byrne was born in Pontiac, Illinois on October 3, 1930 and left for 
his eternal home in heaven on September 23, 2007.  Allan and Mary 
Beth were married April 27, 1985. 

In the North Indiana Conference, Allan served on the Conference Planning Committee, 
was the Conference Mission Secretary for two quadrennia, and served on the Conference 
Board of Global Ministries. He loved mentoring young interns toward ministry. During his 
ministry he oversaw four major building programs.  On the local level, Allan was always 
involved in local activities, especially around justice issues such as race relations. His 
strong convictions led him to participate in the Selma March with Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. He was instrumental in instituting Thanksgiving Services with Temple Beth-El in South 
Bend, Indiana. He was also a Paul Harris Fellow in Rotary International.  He led several 
work teams, attended the dedication of the African University and promoted contributions 
for scholarships for students.

Allan loved nature, fishing, bird watching, boating, hiking and shared these interests with 
family and friends. He especially liked his 13 trips to the Boundary Waters to canoe and 
fish. He played racquetball to stay fit, and in retirement painted watercolors and tended a 
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big garden. He will be remembered for his sermons, his warm and welcoming smile, and 
especially for his use of ‘The Parson’s Benediction’ to close each worship service: “Go 
live in the peace of God, my friends, live deep in the peace of God, for whether in quiet or 
whether in strife, the peace of God is your very life. Live in the peace of God.”

Whitney Paige Carlson
Whitney Paige Carlson, daughter of Rev. Scott Carlson, a clergy 
member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, died unexpectedly on 
July 14, 2007 in Fargo, North Dakota, at the age of 16.

Whitney was born on August 30, 1990.  Whitney was baptized into the 
faith on December 16, 1990 at Siren United Methodist Church.  She 
confirmed her faith in Christ on May 16, 2004 at First United Methodist 
Church in Fargo, North Dakota.  Whitney was a child of the church, 
actively participating wherever her father served in ministry.  She was 
involved in teaching Sunday School as a High School student.  She 
had also participated in mission trips through the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, Sun Prairie United Methodist Church, Monroe United Methodist Church, and 
First United Methodist Church of Fargo.  Whitney participated in Conference Camps in the 
Dakota’s Annual Conference, including two years at a United Methodist Music Camp, and 
in the Wisconsin Annual Conference, attending the “Alive Now” camps for many years.  She 
was looking forward to participating in a mission trip experience to San Francisco with her 
father and the youth of the Sun Prairie United Methodist Church.

She loved life and the whole High School Experience.  She was involved with the Key Club 
and the Prom Committee at Fargo South High School. She was a Hockey Cheerleader in 
her Sophomore year.

Whitney was fun to be around.  She was quick to smile or laugh. She was quick to make 
sure that new people were greeted, welcomed, and connected in where they could feel 
comfortable. She loved people and animals (especially horses), and enjoyed singing, 
dancing and reading.  One summer she had a goal of reading 150 books.  She almost made 
it – reading 137 books in three months.  She loved watching movies, especially enjoying 
“chick flicks” and Disney movies.  She would often gather friends together for a Disney 
movie marathon. 

Whitney is survived by her mother and step-father, Penny and Kevin Ripplinger of Fargo, 
North Dakota; her father and step-mother, Scott and Debbie Carlson of Sun Prairie, 
Wisconsin; her sisters Amanda and Natalie Carlson and Lindsay and Amanda Rudkin, her 
brother, Isaac Carlson; her grandparents Dick and Helen Nagel, Loretta Carlson, and Pete 
and Jeannie Ripplinger, one niece, and many loving aunts, uncles and cousins, along with 
many, many friends.

A memorial service for Whitney was held at the Sun Prairie United Methodist Church on 
Thursday, July 19, 2007.
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Betty J. Carrico
Betty J. Carrico, widow of Rev. James Carrico, died on Friday, November 2, 2007 at 
Evergreen Retirement Community in Oshkosh, Wisconsin.

The former Betty Jane Mock married James Carrico on June 14, 1941. They had six 
children: Stephen, Philip, Timothy, Mark, Jane and Rebecca.  During Rev. Carrico’s ministry 
the couple served churches in Maywood, Arlington, Francisco, the Bonneville Parish, and 
Michgantown, Indiana.  They then moved to Bondville, Illinois congregation while he was in 
Seminary at Garrett.  Rev. Carrico transferred to the East Wisconsin Conference in 1950, 
where they congregations in Brillion, Clintonville, Marion, Green Bay: St. Paul’s, Wausau: 
First, Fond du Lac: Division Street, and Barron. After Rev. Carrico’s retirement in 1981, he 
continued to serve congregations in Forest Junction, Whitefish Bay, and Bradenton, Florida, 
where Jim and Betty spent many winters.

For the last eight years Jim and Betty resided at Evergreen Retirement Community in 
Oshkosh, where Jim was a loving caregiver to Betty, who struggled with Alzheimer’s disease 
for several years.  Jim preceded Betty in death on September 16, 2006 after 65 years of 
marriage.

A memorial service for Betty was held at the Evergreen Retirement Community Chapel 
on Tuesday, November 6, 2007.  She is survived by four sons and two daughters, 15 
grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren.

Vera Ebert
Vera Ebert, widow of Rev. Alvin W. Ebert, passed away on August 26, 2007 in Chippewa 
Falls, Wisconsin.

The former Vera H. Lubach married Alvin Ebert on April 29, 1944 in Naperville, Illinois.  The 
couple moved to Monona, Iowa, where he served as the pastor for 14 years.  In 1960 they 
moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where Alvin served three small churches.  In 1966 they 
moved to Lansing, Iowa, where they remained for 10 years while Al served both a United 
Methodist congregation and a Presbyterian church.  The couple then moved to Wisconsin, 
where Al served the Fairchild and Humbird Churches until his retirement.  They then moved 
to Chippewa Falls, where they were active in the Zion United Methodist Church.  Rev. Ebert 
preceded his wife in death on April 28, 2000, the day before the couple’s 56th wedding 
anniversary.

Vera is survived by a son, a daughter, and 4 grandchildren.

Helen Greider Dawson Ficks
Helen Ficks, widow of Rev. Cecil Dawson, went home to God on January 
15, 2008, from Largo Medical Center in Florida at the age of 101. 

Helen Orena Greider was born October 19, 1906, in Pontiac, Illinois. 
She moved with her family to Racine, Wisconsin in 1913. After Helen 
finished her junior year of high school, she stayed home for a year 
to take care of her younger sister while her mother worked in her 
dad’s shoe factory, with the promise that she could go to the Chicago 
Training School the next year to finish high school and study for full 
time Christian service. There, she met Cecil V. Dawson, who had been 
at Chicago Training School for several years, finishing high school and studying to be a 
minister. They were married on September 14, 1928, and after graduation, Cecil continued 
his education at Ripon College and Garrett Theological Seminary. He served Methodist 
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Churches in Wisconsin with Helen at his side from 1931 to 1963.  These churches were Elo 
and Rosendale, La Grange and Adams, Fond du Lac, North Fond du Lac and Friendship, 
Gillett, Hickory and Suring, Rhinelander, Milton and Milton Junction, Oconto Falls and Lena. 
Helen was active in each congregation and also the Women’s Society of Christian Service, 
holding District and Conference offices.

Helen and Cecil retired to Florida in the early 1970s and became active in the Englewood 
United Methodist Church. They were married almost 50 years before Cecil’s death on 
December 31, 1977. In 1978, Helen married H. Beaver Ficks, a church friend whose wife 
died in 1976. They were a cute couple and very much in love, and brought joy to the people 
around them. Helen and Beaver were involved in many church activities. They also enjoyed 
playing cards and took trips with friends by car, bus, ship and planes. Helen and Beaver 
enjoyed 26 years of marriage before Beaver’s death in 2004, just before his 103rd birthday.

Helen ran Meals on Wheels in Englewood, Florida for 17 years as a volunteer, first with 
Cecil’s help and then with Beaver’s. Over the years she knitted hundreds of sweaters and 
other items for family members and for sale at church bazaars, and knitted afghans as 
wedding gifts for both her granddaughters.

Helen and Beaver lived in South Port Square in Port Charlotte, Florida from 1988 to 2000, 
when they moved to Harbour Health Care on the same campus. They were relocated to 
Freedom Square Nursing Center in Seminole, Florida after damage by Hurricane Charley 
in August 2004. Helen got around well in her wheelchair and could often be found near 
the front door at Freedom Square, inside or outside, greeting people as they came and 
went, no doubt a remnant of her years as a preacher’s wife.  Helen is survived by one son 
and daughter-in-law, Jim and Martha Dawson, two granddaughters and their husbands and 
children.

Martha Witmer Giese
Martha L. Witmer Giese, age 97, of Adith Miller Manor, Winona, died 
December 19, 2007 at Good Shepherd Lutheran Home, Rushford, 
Minnesota. Martha Louise was born June 17, 1910 in Sheboygan 
County, Wisconsin, to Gustav and Helene Franz.

Martha graduated from Mission House Academy in Sheboygan 
County, in 1928. She married Rev. Melvin C. Witmer on June 15, 
1932 at Immanuel United Church of Christ, Sheboygan County. The 
couple served churches in Zwingle, Iowa, Fountain City, Wisconsin, 
Bloomington, Minnesota, and Juneau, Wisconsin before retiring to 
their cottage home in Wautoma, Wisconsin. Martha was an outgoing 
person and a warm friend to all. She had a beautiful singing voice and sang in choirs and at 
weddings. She served on many boards and committees within the church and attended a 
Christian Fellowship Camp in Wautoma in later years. Her husband preceded her in death 
June 15, 1983 on their fifty-first wedding anniversary. Also preceding her in death were her 
children: David, Clarence and Margaret Cross. 

On September 1, 1991, Martha married Rev. Milton W. Giese, a retired widower, at Grace 
United Methodist Church in Wautoma, Wisconsin.  Martha became acquainted with Milton 
when he was the Methodist pastor in Arcadia and she was living in Fountain City where her 
husband was pastor of the United Church of Christ. Milton died October 23, 1991 at their 
home in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. Martha is survived by a daughter-in-law, two stepchildren, 
five grandchildren, eight grandchildren and many relatives and friends.
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Hyoung Mi Kim
Hyoung Mi Kim, wife of Rev. Sung Keun Kim, a clergy member of the Wisconsin Conference 
who is pastor at the Cudahy and Milwaukee: First Korean United Methodist Churches, 
passed away on Monday, May 19, 2008.  A memorial service was held at the Cudahy 
United Methodist Church on Thursday, May 22, 2008.  No further information was available 
for these memoirs.

Sharon Choonsook Kim
Sharon Choonsook Kim, wife of Rev Daniel Jinsun Kim, passed away 
on July 18, 2007 at the age of 42. She was born in Seoul, Korea on 
February 28, 1965, the daughter of Roh Kim and Kyu Nyu Shin. She 
married Daniel on July 13, 1985. Rev. Kim transferred to the Wisconsin 
Conference from the Northern Illinois Conference in 1997.  From 1997 
through 2000 he served the Korean Mission in Madison. Since January 
of 2000 Rev. Daniel Kim has been appointed to Extension Ministry as a 
Chaplain/Captain in the United States Air Force.

Sharon was a member of Robins Air Force Bases Chapel in Warner 
Robins, Georgia. As a Chaplain’s wife, she was actively involved in the Robins Air Force 
Base Chapel community, where she participated in the Protestant Women of the Chapel 
Program. She was also a choir member, where she enjoyed singing and playing the hand 
bells. A faithful servant of the Lord, she was dedicated to serving the Robins Air Force Base 
Ministry.

A loving wife, mother, and homemaker, Sharon truly enjoyed time spent with her family.  She 
will be greatly missed by her husband, Daniel Kim, their three sons, Peter, Andrew and John 
Kim, all of whom reside at Warner Robins. She is also survived by her parents, four sisters, 
two brothers and many relatives and friends.

A memorial service for Sharon was held on Saturday, July 21, 2007 at the Robins Air Force 
Base Chapel.

Emily L. Schubert
Emily L. Schubert, wife of Rev. Veryl Schurbert, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin 
Conference, passed away on January 22, 2008.  A memorial service was held on January 
27, 2008 at Cedar Crest Health Center Chapel in Janesville.  No further information was 
available for these memoirs.

Ardys Sharpe
Ardys Sharpe, widow of Rev. Wesley Sharpe, a clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, passed away on April 13, 2008.  

The former Ardys Oberg married Wesley Sharpe on October 24, 1942, while he was an 
officer in the United States Navy during World War II.  The couple had one son, Steven 
James.  After Wesley left the service the couple lived in Madison where he worked for Dairy 
Equipment Company until he began his schooling for the ministry in 1951.  He graduated 
from Evangelical Theological Seminary in Naperville, Illinois.  The couple served EUB and 
then United Methodist Churches in Shopiere, Pardeeville, New London and Northport, Union 
Grove and Paris Corners, and Niagara and Goodman. When Welsey retired from active 
ministry in June of 1984 the couple established their home in Beaver Dam, WI, until they 
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moved to Peshtigo in August of 1994.  Wesley preceded his wife in death on September 20, 
1994, after almost 52 years of marriage.

Ardys is survived by her son, Steven, several grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and 
many other relatives.

A memorial service for Ardys Sharpe was held on Wednesday, April 16, 2008 at the 
Peshtigo United Methodist Church.  Burial was in the Milton Junction Cemetery in Milton, 
Wisconsin.

Marilyn Nielsen Stower
Marilyn Nielsen Stower, wife of Rev. Harvey Stower, a former clergy member of the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference on honorable location, died on January 29, 2008.  Memorial 
services were held on Saturday, February 9, at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Amery, 
WI, and on Sunday, February 24, at Kenwood United Methodist Church in Milwaukee.  No 
further information was available for these memoirs.

Lay Members and Others Related to the Wisconsin Conference

Doris Foote
Doris Foote, a former president of the Conference United Methodist Women and a lay 
delegate from Wisconsin to the General Conference in 1976 and 1980, passed away on 
December 6, 2007.  No further information was available for these memoirs.

Fredrick W. Gruner
Frederick Gruner of Mequon found peace at the age of 76, at home 
surrounded by his loving family after a courageous battle with lymphoma. 
Fred was the beloved husband for 52 years of Nancy (nee Teasdale), 
beloved father of Kimberly Waters, Suzanne Lynn (who preceded him 
in death at 6 months old) Paul Gruner and Stephanie McKee, and proud 
grandfather of seven. Fred was born November 13, 1931 in Shawano, 
Wisconsin.

Fred was a graduate of Shawano High School and the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison, graduating in 1953 with a degree in Electrical 
Engineering. He was employed by Magnavox in Fort Wayne prior to 
being drafted. Fred served has country in the U.S. Army Signal Corp in Fort Monmouth, 
New Jersey and Fort Meade, Maryland. Upon his return he was employed with AC Spark 
Plug and then as a sales engineer with Jordan Controls, Louis Allis and Johnson Controls. 
Fred was a true believer in volunteerism, sharing his time with the Brown Deer and Mequon 
United Methodist Churches. At the Brown Deer Church he was the treasurer for many 
years. At the Mequon Church he served as Lay Leader, Lay Member of Annual Conference, 
and numerous years on the Staff-Parish Relations Committee.  Fred was also one of the 
speakers at the General Conference of the United Methodist Church in Atlanta. He was 
a Volunteer in Mission work and building projects on the Montana Blackfeet Reservation, 
spending four summers in Russia at two orphanages, a monastery, and in a small village 
doing home building. He also volunteered with Habitat for Humanity in Milwaukee and in 
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Belfast. For one entire year, Fred and his family volunteered with the Ecumenical Institute 
in Alaska, with his entire ‘pipeline’ salary helping to support the mission. Fred was a man 
of many interests; trains, sailing, hunting, tree farming, reading, history, TV football and his 
northern cottage. He will be deeply missed by his family and all whose lives he touched.

Patricia A. Hutchinson
Patricia A. Hutchinson, 75, passed away quietly on December 2, 2007, 
at the Morrow Memorial Home in Sparta. She was born on September 
22, 1932 in Frankfort, Indiana. She studied art and graduated from high 
school in 1951. In the mid-1950s, Pat worked as a commercial artist at 
Loeb’s Department Store in Lafayette, Indiana.

On September 9, 1956, she married Julian S. Hutchinson at Ball Hill 
Methodist Church near Cutler, Indiana.  Last year Pat and “Hutch” 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. Since their arrival in Sparta in 1958, Pat was 
active in the Sparta United Methodist Church. In the early years she served as a Sunday 
School teacher and Cub Scout Den Mother. Until recently she was a member of the Trustees, 
SUMMIT Spirits (theater), the United Methodist Women, the Dawn Circle and the Mission, 
Outreach and Evangelism committees. She was a Lay Member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference for many years.

Pat was a self-taught artist who specialized in charcoal and oil portraits, porcelain painting, 
and the restoration of antique lamps. She established her own home art studio in the early 
1970s, and taught rosemaling at night courses for the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse 
for over 10 years. Colors were her life. She saw beauty in everything and everything had 
beauty. She believed her talent was God given and used it for God’s work. 

In addition to these artistic endeavors, Pat is also remembered for her involvement 
in theater, which spanned 30 years. She contributed to several local theater groups as 
director, set designer, and actress. She was a member of the Area Community Theater 
(ACT) at Fort McCoy from 1976 to 1992, and was also instrumental in the ACT’s “Summer 
Recruit Troupe” (SRT) Productions. In 1999 Pat and her husband became involved with the 
organization and implementation of SUMMIT Spirits, the theater arm of the Sparta United 
Methodist Church. SUMMIT Spirits has since presented musicals, mysteries, dramas, 
short plays, skits and conducted workshops. Pat produced and directed several Sparta 
High School productions, developed her own theater group, “PH and Company”, judged 
4-H drama contests, performed skits at the Sparta Library Summer Youth Program, and 
conducted theater workshops for the Sparta Schools’ Gifted and Talented program. She 
was also an authority on theater lighting, set construction, make-up and costuming. She 
always said directing a play was like painting on canvas, except the figures were movable, 
with individual characters. Her shows were always perfectly color coordinated with sets, 
costumes, furnishings and lights performing as a unit. 

She is survived by her husband, Julian, and their children Teresa Jessie, John, David and 
Maria Hutchinson, 6 grandchildren and one great-grandchild. Pat Hutchinson was indeed 
a legendary figure – a woman of grace and stature whose gentle manner disguised a 
creative nature of extraordinary strength and relentless determination. Those who know her 
considered themselves to be fortunate for the joy she exuded rubbed off on many, whether 
through a theatrical production or through a chance meeting on the street.
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Mary L. Johnson
Mary L. Johnson, 94, of Bristol, died January 24, 2008 at her home. 
She was born February 27, 1913 in Bluffton, Indiana to Charles F. and 
Leuie Turner. She grew up in Bluffton and graduated from P.A. Allen 
High School there. She received her Bachelors Degree at Earlham 
College in Richmond, Indiana and graduated from Marquette University 
in Milwaukee with a Masters Degree in Education.

On November 23, 1939 she married Dike Vernon Johnson and they 
moved to Bristol, Wisconsin. In later years they enjoyed spending 
winters in Florida. Dike preceded her in death on January 8, 1998. She 
is survived by her children, Judith Lengacher, Charles Johnson, and 
Gail Burgess, eight grandchildren and four great grandchildren.

Mary was a teacher and reading specialist in Salem and Paris Grade Schools, and taught 
summer school in Kenosha. She was inducted into the Southeastern Wisconsin Educators 
Hall of Fame in 1993. She was a member of Bristol United Methodist Church, a former 
member of both Paris Corners United Methodist Church and an associate member at Trinity 
United Methodist Church in Lakeland, Florida. She was a Superintendent and Sunday 
School Teacher and served as the Secretary of the Church Council at Paris Corners. She 
was also a Lay Member of Annual Conference when it met in Stevens Point. She was a 
4-H Leader, a member of the Bristol Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star, a member of 
the Kenosha County Extension Homemakers, and the Editor of the Parris Past and Present 
Booklet.

Mary liked writing birthday poems and jingles for people, and she enjoyed sewing, quilting, 
studying genealogy, gardening, and traveling the world. While in Florida, she was involved 
in Tin Lizzies, a singing group, and she enjoyed entertaining other “snow birds”.

Clifford Lau
Clifford Lau, a former Lay Leader of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away on 
February 1, 2008. No further information was available for these memoirs.

Zona Satterson
Zona Satterson, a former Lay Member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away 
on May 25, 2008.  No further information was available for these memoirs.

Loren “Pete” Thurber
Loren “Pete” Thurber, a Lay Member of the Annual Conference, passed away on June 7, 
2008. No further information was available for these memoirs.
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Bob Weld
Bob Weld, of Hertel, Wisconsin passed away on May 13, 2007 at the 
age of 91. He was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota on November 3, 
1915.

From 1975 to 2000 Bob was a lay member of Annual Conference from 
Lakeview United Methodist Church. He also served on several different 
conference boards and committees. Bob served the local church and 
was a member of the Administrative Council. He lived a life that reflected 
his faith in his Lord. 

Mr. Weld was a proud World War II Veteran, a Nabisco salesman and 
on the University of Minnesota Gopher’s football team that won a national championship in 
the 1930s. He owned a Christmas tree farm and provided many trees to the community free 
of charge.  He also quietly filled the needs of others as he saw them. His activities included 
investing, providing for his family and others, and he was always reading and learning. His 
love of nature was clear and he enjoyed photography and telling stories.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Marie, and daughter, Mary Liz. He is survived by his 
children Susan, Nanci, Ann, Judy, Jill and Paul.


