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Shining Light Newsletter
This past month, I attended three annual meetings that illustrated the love we all have for a great story, one that we may connect with emotionally, intellectually and spiritually. At the United Methodist Associates
meeting, “Empowered by Joy,” the keynote speaker was Douglas C. Abrams, who co-wrote The Book Of Joy:
Lasting Happiness in a Changing World with His Holiness Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Mr.
Abrams shared story after story about real people in real situations and how joy was found in the midst of despair through sight pillars of happiness.
The next meeting, the Head of the Lakes United Way Luncheon featured one of our guests, Brianna
Pearson and her story of recovery and hope. Bree shared her experience of growing up with alcoholism, death
of a parent, domestic abuse, poverty, drug use, mental health/behavior health barriers, and her children being
in foster care working on re-unification. Bree connected with the audience through her vulnerability and willingness to say, “As of yesterday, I have four months of sobriety after 16 years of drug use.” I am proud to walk
with her on this journey, knowing that we have supported a life transformed.
The last meeting, the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation featured StoryCorps®, which highlights sharing our stories as a way of communicating who we were, are, and hope to be. My take away is that
we often don’t make time to listen to each other to build relationships. We are not in the moment but thinking
about our response.
While each of these events featured a different approach to story telling, the key points are that stories:

A special thank you to our on-going partners:



Build relationships and connections
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Create more compassion and empathy for each other



Provide wisdom that leads to fulfillment and joy

You are crucial to our story. Your support means that those we serve have an opportunity to embrace,
change, and share their story. I am excited about the next chapters to our work together!
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Barb Certa-Werner, Executive Director/ Founder, revbarb@harborhousecs.org

Update on Adopt an Apartment Campaign
We have exciting news! We are partnering with the City of Superior to complete
almost half of this project! We need another $81,000 in partners for the renovations.
Again, these apartments represent the potential to impact our community by:


Strengthening economic outcomes through housing stability



increasing education opportunities by offering consistent home environment and support through case management and life skills



improving health outcomes through initiatives designed to build resiliency.

You are vital to the achievement of the these goals. Each apartment and building section
has a “naming” opportunity attached! All the amounts have been adjusted to reflect our
current partnership with the City of Superior.
Apartment 1: $18,050 (one bedroom)

Apartment 2: $20,450 (one bedroom)
Apartment 3: $8,600(one bedroom)
Apartment 4: $7,600(one bedroom and office)
Apartment 5: $18,550 (two bedrooms)
Hallway: $5,150

Exterior: $3,200
Building Naming: $50,000
If you are interested in adopting an apartment or section, please contact Rev.
Barb Certa-Werner for more information, revbarb@harborhousecs.org or 715-394-9608.
Thank you!

Lake Superior Dragon Boat Festival
Since the inception of the festival, the sponsoring Rotary
Clubs have raised over $670,000 (after expenses) from the
Lake Superior Dragon Boat Festival through team registration
fees, corporate sponsorship and income from vendors and beverage sales. All of these funds have been donated to charitable
organizations in Duluth, Superior and to international projects in
third world countries.
While the Lake Superior Dragon Boat Festival is very
proud of these accomplishments, in 2019 the festival will be taking a different focus. The focus will be on programs that homeless families and youth in the Twin Ports, particularly those programs that bring people out of homelessness into a home, employment and productive life style.
In 2019, the Lake Superior Dragon Boat Festival will be partnering with the Life House
based in Duluth, the Harbor House based in Superior and Habitat for Humanity which serves
both cities.

A STEP AT A TIME
This page celebrates the triumphs of those who are in our programs or have
recently exited, as well as highlighting some significant donations:


St. Luke’s Foundation is partnering with Harbor House for “Trauma Responsive
Systems” training and work.



A mom and her three children found an apartment and are ready to move in



A family is moving into their own place with the help of a community program,
“rapid re-housing”



A mom and her three children were able to get caught up on her rent and stabilize her housing situation



A mom started a new job after being unemployed for three months



A single woman completed her rehab time and has remained sober for sixty days



A single woman (over 65) was able to access services and help



A mom has begun reunification with her children and has unsupervised visits



Our emergency shelters were full and a local hotel provided three nights until we
had space



Seventy five percent of the Transitional Living Center residents attended the Life
skills training during this quarter



Chelsea Branley, our Life Skills Coordinator, graduated with her Master’s Degree
in Art Therapy

Here are some ways to support Harbor House Crisis Shelters’ work:


Make a contribution using the enclosed envelope. Make checks payable to: Harbor House Crisis Shelters



Make an on-line contribution : www.harborhousecs.org; or www.facebook.com/
harborhousecrisisshelters



For gifts of stock, real estate, retirement plan assets, insurance beneficiary or bequests, please contact: Rev. Barb Certa-Werner, revbarb@harborhousecs.org or
715-394-9608 ext. 1003.
Thank you for your support and contribution!

All gifts are tax-deductible.

Harbor House Crisis Shelters Needs List:
Blankets (twin and full)

Pillows (we only have 20 left!)

Ethnic hair products

Sensitive skin products

Laundry detergent

Non-perishable food

Diapers and/or wipes

Feminine hygiene products

Cleaning products

Disinfectants

Bath towels

Slippers (male/female, adult/child)

All items may be dropped off at 1531 Hughitt Ave., Superior.

“Take small steps everyday and one day you will get there” (Unknown).

Thank you.

