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Once again, we can report slow, but significant progress on the work of organization 

of the Archives, moving toward our eventual goal of compiling a complete inventory of 
all the materials on hand. This task is greatly assisted by the help of several volunteers 
who have been working under the supervision of our Archivist, Lynn Lubkeman.  These 
include, Bob Gruetzmacher, Ed Schroeder, Sandy Kintner, Edward Johnson and Wil 
Bloy.  

Of special note this year, the Commission was deeply sadden by the death of Mary 
Schroeder. Mary’s involvement with the Archives goes back to 1984 when she took the 
position of Archivists. Mary’s passion, commitment, knowledge, personal relationships, 
as well as her life in Methodism made her a perfect fit for the job. Over the years, she 
spent many hours going through musty boxes, endless files, old newspapers, stacks of 
journals, three ring bingers of history, and photos to build a collection that tells the story 
of Methodism in Wisconsin. Many agree that Mary was the Conference’s institutional 
memory. To honor Mary’s lifelong focus on preserving local church history, we plan to 
use the memorial funds given to The Commission on Archives and History in Mary 
Schroeder’s name to publish a book that looks at the historical changes in local churches. 
The book will by compare a current photo of each church in our Conference with the 
photos taken in 1980 and housed at the Archives. Along with a church history of each 
church building our hope is that this memorial to Mary will help in preserving local 
church history and contribute to a renewed interest in gathering the history 

Last year the Archives oversaw the founding of the Sanford Archives at the 
Conference Center which now houses the Sanford collection. A room in the Conference 
Center was rented and an intern hired over the summer to begin the task sorting through 
and cataloguing this extensive collection. In addition, The Sanford Archives has served as 
an incentive for the collection this year of several oral histories of early women clergy 
and clergy couples within our Conference.  

In October, the Archives hosted our second Retreat at Pine Lake Center. 
Programming included presentations by Lois Olsen recounting her days as EUB 
missionary in Sierra Leone, Sandy Kintner on the Betty Tennant collection housed at the 
Archives, and a talk by Geraldine Raddatz Foster on her research into her great-
grandfather, the Rev. Gustav Fritche (author of the history of the Evangelicals in 
Wisconsin, published in 1920). In addition, Rev. Dan Dick, Director of Connectional 
Ministries of the Wisconsin Conference, gave a thought-provoking talk that highlighted 
various aspects of our joint history which are sometimes overlooked or forgotten—
especially if materials from that history are not saved.  

On our second day, we focused on local church history with a photo presentation by 
Edward Johnson on the vanishing churches of the Wisconsin Conference and a talk by 
Hazel Matzke, a local church historian from Juda, Wisconsin. Finally, Lynn Lubkeman, 
Conference Archivist, shared with the group some basic archival and record keeping 
guidelines. The retreat was well attended by laity. The Commission plans to hold our 
third retreat next fall, focusing on Camp History. We will continue to reach out to 
encourage the involvement of Clergy (0.5 CEU). 



The Commission is also pleased to announce that after many years of struggle the 
materials deposited at the State Historical Society by the West Wisconsin Conference 
M.E. were returned to their proper home at the Archives. On December, 7th 2012 we took 
possession of thirteen boxes of historical materials. These materials, included the first 
book of handwritten minutes of the Wisconsin M.E .Conference (starting in 1848), were 
left with the SHS at a time when it seemed that was the best way to ensure their 
preservation. Bishop Hee-Soo Jung led a short service that commemorated and blessed 
the return of the materials.   

This year the Commission on Archives and History’s was pleased to receive a grant 
from the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation for $3000 for 2013. These monies will 
fund our proposal to initiate a pilot project for doing local church history through a focus 
on oral histories within the local church. We hoped to initiate this project at the 
Greenfield Memorial UMC in Greenfield, WI. 

The museum committee is hard at work on looking at how best to use the wonderful 
brick church, dating from 1858, to tell the special history of The United Methodist 
Church in Wisconsin. The goal is to establish a permanent display relating the history of 
the Wisconsin Conference and the many denominations that joined to form The United 
Methodist Church. But we also want to collect the many interesting stories that make up 
the history of our Conference, as well as keeping up with the new history continually 
being created. We hope for interactive displays in the museum, and perhaps even a 
possible church service based on what a church service would have looked like at the 
time that the church was built.  

In the Archives, we have continued to answer the many research requests and 
questions that come from local churches and pastors, staff inside the Conference building, 
and outside researchers. Some are straightforward requests that can be answered quickly 
others require a great deal of digging.   

The Archives mounted a display for Annual Conference and also sold some of the 
many extra Disciplines we have at the Archives.  Commission member Jeff Nicholls read 
the names of those with significant service anniversaries.  

The Commission continues to publish our newsletter Flashbacks to highlight items of 
historical interest, supervise the Conference Museum in Greenfield and send attendees to 
the Jurisdictional Meeting. Through the work of the Archives, the Commission continues 
its Ministry of Memory. The Commission believes that the collection and preservation of 
the stories that define the communities of the local church and the Conference is a 
necessary and vital ministry within our Conference. 
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