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Archives Retreat Postponed 
 
This fall we were hoping to hold our 10th annual Archives Retreat with a focus on our 

Conference’s history with the theme: “Looking Back: 20/20 hindsight, 20/20 vision.” 

However, because of the Covid-19 pandemic this will not be possible.  As you may be 

aware, our Wisconsin Annual Conference was postponed from June to October and that 

will not be in person, but a “virtual” gathering.  Likewise, the Commission on Archives 

and History  has decided that we must delay our next Retreat until we can do so without 

compromising the health of our participants. We know this will be disappointing to 

those who share our passion for the history of  Wisconsin United Methodism,  but be 

assured that  when  conditions permit  we plan  to congregate once again.  

 

Also, until further notice, 

the Archives at the 

Conference Center will 

remain closed to the public. 

However, research requests 

can still be made.  We do ask 

for everyone’s patience 

during this challenging time 

as we  adjust to the “new 

normal.” 
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Commission on Archives And History New Webpages 

The Commission on Archives and History 

is please to announced our new pages on 

the relaunched Conference website: 

www.wisconsinumc.org/archives-history. 

Here you can find information on our 

Archives, the Conference Historical 

Museum, the Sanford Center, the Archives 

Heritage Retreats, our Wisconsin 

Appointment Archive, the Lois C. Olsen 

Ministry of Memory Award. Our webpage 

also includes links to a variety of resources, include our Local Church Historians Guide,  

Wisconsin timelines, General Conference resources as well as PowerPoints produced by 

the CAH for Conference displays and Archives Heritage Retreats. Lastly, there are a 

numbers of videos of roundtables and readers’ theater programs from the Retreats and 

videos produced for our 2018 annual conference which commemorated the 50th 

anniversary of the formation of the UMC in Wisconsin which will soon be available on the 

website. 

Conference Archives Needs Your Help 

As part of our Archives' effort to document 

how both our Conference and our local 

churches are adapting during the covid-19 

pandemic/public health crisis, we are asking 

for your help. Please send us information 

about how your local church has handled 

this crisis. How has worship changed? How 

has Sunday School changed? How has mission and outreach change? Can you share 

examples of your virtual services with us?  What has this experience been like for you 

and other members of your congregation?  We would like to collect this history for the 

Archives and to share in the next issue of Flashbacks. Please contact the Archives to 

submit material: archives@wisconsinumc.org. Thank you. 
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In the last issue of Flashbacks we examined the 

initial forays of the Methodist Episcopal Church into 

what would become the state of Wisconsin. We left 

the story in Green Bay, where a small group of 

Methodists were led by Col. Samuel Ryan, a local 

preacher.   In 1832, the thirty five year old the Rev. 

John Clark arrived. Clark had been serving as a 

pastor in New York City, when he felt a call to be a 

missionary to the “aborigines”  of the West. So, in 

June of 1832 the New York Conference appointed 

him “missionary to Green Bay.” He promptly headed 

to his appointment and arrived in Green Bay on July 

21, 1832.  The Rev. Clark’s concern, however, was 

not for the white residents of Fort Howard. He was 

on his way to visit a band of Oneida Indians, who 

had recently emigrated from New York, and settled 

twenty five miles up the Fox River.  

It should be noted that in 1832 there was a of worldwide cholera pandemic and for the 

first time that disease had become an epidemic in America, reaching its peak that 

summer.  Panic was almost universal and on his journey to Green Bay Clark witnessed the 

ravages of the disease on shore as well as shipboard.  However, the Rev. Clark was spared 

and shortly after his arrival he wrote a letter describing Green Bay as having a population 

of about one thousand “most of whom were French Catholics, but greatly amalgamated 

with the Menomonee Indians, over whom it is said they have great influence.”  But, the 

Looking Back 
20/20 Hindsight 

20/20 Vision 

From the 1856 biography of the Rev. John 
Clark written by the Rev. B. M. Hall 
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Rev. Clark’s spiritual interest was not in Green Bay. His concern was with the Oneida 

settlement.  The Rev. Clark had worked and lived among the tribes of the Iroquois 

Confederacy and was aware that there were Oneidas who had converted to Methodism 

before their emigration from New York. 

Now, it might be asked how did the  Rev. Clark regard the people to whom he sought to 

bring the Gospel.  In his 1856 biography , published by the Rev. B. M. Hall two years after 

the Rev. Clark’s death, there is a paragraph that gives us some insight.  As the Rev. Hall 

introduces the reader to the Rev. Clark’s labors among the Oneidas, he paused to note that 

it was impossible to give a true account of Indian culture because no one had bothered to 

do the work. He goes on to elaborate by stating: 

“The true and proper time was before the Indian had been changed, either for better or 

worse, by contact with the whites, and before hostilities had rendered him suspicious and 

reserved. Those who had the earliest opportunities for forming a true estimate of the 

Indian character and history had other motives in view. The hardy leaders of exploring 

expeditions never thought of inquiring whether the Indians had any history or mythology, 

but were intent on discovery and conquest, or sudden wealth, by means of a commerce 

which exerted a baneful and ruinous effect upon those inexperienced children of nature; 

and the early settlers were neither qualified nor disposed to pursue a course of 

investigation in relation to the subject. They had enough to do in clearing away forest, 

erecting habitations and planting the fields; and, in general, they were aggressors, 

without even the form of honor or honesty. And before the men came who were fitted for 

the work of impartial and patient investigation, the hostilities and jealousies which were 

engendered, effectually prevented all easy access to the history and internal life of the 

Indians. Our government has too often acted as if the Indian had no rights, but was fair 

game for unprincipled agents,  provided their course was productive of the enlargement 

of the public domain. Treaties have been made with unauthorized and self-appointed 

persons from among the Indians and those treaties have been enforced by all the power 

of the nation against the weak and injured parties, until their blood has moistened their 

hunting-grounds, and their bleaching bones are left unburied upon the graves of their 

fathers.” 

And so, we can assume that when the Rev. Clark arrived at the Oneida settlement he was 

well aware of the grievous treatment they had endured.    His first contact was with 

Daniel Adams, a native American preacher in the Mohawk language. The Rev. Clark was 
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apparently warmly received and along with Anthony John, the principal chief, went “into 

council to fix a site for a school-house and place of worship.”  A member of the tribe Electa 

Quinney was employed to take charge of the school.  For the ensuing month,  the Rev. 

Clark alternated preaching there with Daniel Adams.  Then came September 15, 1832, a 

historic day for Wisconsin Methodism. In his journal on that date the Rev. Clark wrote: 

“we had the pleasure of seeing their house for a school and for worship completed; and a 

class was formed of twenty-five Indian members, most of whom gave evidence of a 

change of heart, and all desired to flee from the wrath to come, but be saved from their 

sins. The next day being the Sabbath, they dedicated their house to the service of the 

great Head of the Church. I gave them a 

talk on 2 Corinthians, verse 9 which they 

received with many a falling tear. I then 

gave the Lords’ Supper to thirty-five or 

forty Indians, all meekly kneeling upon 

their knees.”  

The Rev.  Hall commented: “True, this first 

Church, under the supervision of this self-

denying missionary, was an humble 

structure, only twenty-four by thirty feet, 

and built of logs. There were no 

cushioned seats, nor richly-trimmed 

pulpit, nor sounding organ; but it was 

holy place, and the Savior, who is meek 

and lowly in heart, and whose birthplace was a manger, was with the humble happy band 

on the joyous occasion.“  This building is thought to be the first Methodist Episcopal 

Church built between Lake Michigan and the Pacific.  In March of 1938, the Outagamie 

Historical Society drove a stake at the site where it is thought the log church stood. This 

was on the athletic field at the Kimberly-Clark mill. Present, was Elizabeth Wilson, the 

first woman locally ordained Elder in the East Wisconsin Conference and the Conference 

Historian.  

How long the newly build church was used as a house of worship is an open question. The 

following year, the Oneida band moved across the river and settled in an area called Duck 

Creek. There has always been a question of what happened to the original building. Some 

histories claim that the building was moved to Duck Creek. However, the Rev. Clark’s 

The Post Crescent (Appleton) Mar 7,1938 
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biography does not give support to that view. It 

stated that in the summer of 1833, “two houses 

were contracted for at Duck Creek, one for a 

school and the other for the teacher, for the 

Indians had sold their possessions on the Fox 

River where the mission was first established.”  

This would seem to suggest that the Oneida sold 

the log structure and built a new one after they 

moved.  

Either way, at the 75th anniversary celebration of 

the village of Kimberly,  the 1938 stake was replaced by a monument marking the site of 

this first M. E. church.  The Rev. William Jannusch, pastor of the Kaukauna UMC, spoke at 

the dedication with appropriate words and a history of the Oneida nation in the area.  

So what became of the Rev. John Clark?  His efforts were hardly limited to the Oneidas of 

Duck Creek. He created missions in among the Native Americans at Lac Courte Oreilles, 

Sault Ste. Marie, and among the Menominee.   In 1836, he was appointed presiding elder 

of the Chicago District, which extended one hundred miles south of Chicago, two hundred 

and fifty miles north and was 80 miles wide. In 1840, he felt the call to a new untested 

field, the territory of Texas. In 1844, he was elected to General Conference and voted with 

the North to ban Bishops from holding  slaves. Back in Texas, he was censured and 

effectively banished from the South.  Later he transferred to the Rock River Conference in 

and was appointed to the Clark Street Station in Chicago- the largest in the Conference.  

There he worked until his death in 1854. One of his last efforts for the good of the Church 

was to facilitate the founding of the Garrett Biblical Institute. Mrs. Eliza Garrett, a member 

of his Clark St. congregation, approached the Rev. Clark seeking guidance about donating 

her large inheritance to a worthy institution of the Methodist Episcopal Church. It was 

partly through the Rev. Clark’s advice and influence that Mrs. Garrett decided that she 

wished to promote “the mental improvement and efficiency of the ministry” and gave one 

hundred thousand dollars as an endowment to create a theological school which became 

Garrett Biblical Institute. 

In one of those ironys of life, shortly thereafter, on July 11, 1854, the Rev. Clark would 

succumb to cholera, a disease that he had lived in the midst of most of his adult life.  Next 

time, I will  recount the arrival of the Evangelical Association to Wisconsin.  

Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian 

Monument that replaced 1938 stake  
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It has been over a hundred years since the 

world has experienced a pandemic on the 

scale of the current Covid-19 outbreak. This is 

well outside living memory, so it would be 

interesting to look back to see how the 1918 

pandemic affected Wisconsin and our 

Conferences. 

It is thought that the “first wave”  of the flu 

appeared in Fort Riley, Kansas in March of 

1918. Many soldiers were sickened, but most 

of the afflicted soon recovered and were sent 

off to France.  However, when the virus 

arrived in France, it mutated into a much 

more virulent and contagious form and 

spread through out Europe. Sickened 

American soldiers, sent back home, probably  

returned with the more deadly strain, 

initiating what is called the “second wave.” 

Boston reported the first case on September 

14, 1918. Just two weeks later, the flu 

appeared in Milwaukee.  The number of cases 

peaked on October 22, and then trailed off 

into late December.  On October 10 the Wisconsin State Board of Health ordered public 

institutions closed, including churches. Wisconsin was the only state in the nation to meet 

the crisis with uniform, statewide measures that were unusual both for their 

aggressiveness and the public’s willingness to comply with them. As a result, the death 

rate in Wisconsin was 2.9 per thousand compared to the nationwide average of 4.4 per 

thousand.  Oddly, while churches made the top of  the “closed” list and the “Suffrage 

meeting“ was canceled, saloons were spared (see news clipping) . Also, see the 

accompanying “Travels of the Flu Bug” column. Here the “Orient” is inexplicably blamed 

for the origin of the bug.  

Eau Claire Leader Telegram Oct 10th 1918 

INFLUENZA 
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Churches were closed for about a month, but the pandemic had a deep impact on 

Wisconsin society because those in the prime of their life were especially vulnerable.  At 

the time, the two Wisconsin Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church met in early 

September, before the first cases had appeared. However, when they gathered again in 

September of 1919 the District Superintendent’s reports to the Conferences were full of 

the dreadful impact of the flu on the people and the work of the church.  Typical was the 

report from the Rev. R. A. Chase of the Platteville District of the West Wisconsin 

Conference.  In the report he commented on the death of two pastor’s sons in his district 

and the passing of the Rev. Thomas Harris who was appointed to Belmont. In part, the 

Rev. Chase wrote: 

“We must needs speak of the influenza, the dread pestilence gleaning after the war. It has 

been a black curtain stretched across the path of our service, where many passed through 

and were lost to sight, and many more clung to the curtain awhile, and were passed back. 

The silence from those who passed beyond renders most pathetic the crying voices of 

those who remain. Although comforted in hope, we can not be cured of deep 

lonesomeness till God opens the curtains again and we pass through to fulfillment. 

Donald Hoisington, youngest son of Brother and Sister 

Hoisington, spent a month among the students training 

in Madison, and then the swift summons took him from 

training here to further training in the greater school of 

Paradise. The sympathy of their people and the 

sustaining  grace of our Father found fit field in which to 

demonstrate Christian consolation in the submissive 

faith of this home. 

Six weeks later, November 26, Frank Sainty, [see news 

clipping] who had just enlisted in munition making and 

had been away from home less than a month fell under 

stroke of the plague, and the first word of his sickness 

came to the parents in the announcement of his death. 

Here also the people came nobly to the relief, and all 

that tender hearts and hand could do to comfort in the 

loss of a first-born were beautifully given.  Of both these 

minister’s sons, it is blessed to be able to say, they 
Dunn County News Nov 28th, 1918 
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recognized their high calling in Christ a 

Savior while living, and met the swift 

surprise of death like heroes, none the less 

heroic because the blow came by the dart of 

disease instead of the bayonet of the foe. 

It was December 15, that Thomas Harris 

died. He had been but three months in 

charge at Belmont, and was as popular, as 

much desired, and as efficient in fitting into 

the situation as any minster could be, when 

he was called from field of service to the 

chaplet of victory. He had been overworked 

and exposed in his ministry to the sick and 

mourning. The whole family were down with the sickness. Brother Harris rose from bed 

to minister to the others, and returned, faint and prostrate, and hour later, never to rally. 

His last act, quite like him was one of self-forgetfulness. He was that way– quiet, modest, 

scholarly, eloquent, genial, a Christian gentleman.  

The tool of death in our churches and the strain on the sympathies of our pastors is best 

illustrated by the reported number of funerals: Fifty, forty, thirty-five, twenty, thus the 

record runs. I bear record that no threat of disease or storm or lure of other call has taken 

our minsters from their task of service and comfort in the day of sickness and death.” 

In all, the West Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist Episcopal lost five pastors. These 

men were in their twenties and thirties with many years of service ahead of them.  The 

death rate from influenza among this Conference’s pastors was ten times Wisconsin’s 

average rate of 2.9 per thousand. However, the other Conferences fared much better. 

Among the other Wisconsin Conferences, the East Wisconsin  M.E. and the United 

Brethren lost none and the Evangelicals lost one.  This is not to say that the horrible 

impact of the influenza pandemic wasn’t felt within every congregation. Often mentioned 

is the disruption of the Youth work which came to a standstill for over a year.  However, 

with God’s grace each congregation and Conference persevered and God’s work 

continued.  Now in 2020, it is our hour and we must do the same knowing the God will 

support us as communities of faith in the uncertain days ahead. 

Submitted by Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian 

Mineral Point Tribune Dec 19th, 1918 
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LOCAL HISTORIES:  Stories of our Faith 

Each issue of Flashbacks highlights local church anniversaries, celebrations and news.  

Please send us your contributions for the next Flashbacks. 

 

History of the Stoddard United Methodist Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the 1860s, in the Town of Bergen (later to be named Stoddard), a Methodist Episcopal 

congregation was organized and held its services at the Dudley Schoolhouse. 

 

Later in 1894,during a group meeting at one of the members’ home, a church building 

from LaCrosse was being considered for purchase. Let us take a look back at how this 

“building”  became to be…. 

 

A Methodist minister, along with German immigrants, built a small church on rented 

ground on Jay Street in La Crosse in 1859. In 1866, this building was moved to land, 

bought by Methodist minister John A. Salzer, located on 7th and Ferry Street in LaCrosse. 

In 1879, the church building was remodeled and enlarged. In 1895, when a more 

monumental church was planned to be erected in honor of John A. Salzer, the original 

church building was sold. This building was purchased by the Methodist folks in Stoddard 

who had no building of their own. 

 

It was purchased for either $50 or $100 (the facts are not conclusive) and it was 

disassembled and moved to Main Street in Stoddard on land donated by a prominent 

Stoddard United Methodist Church 
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citizen of Stoddard named Henry Hewitt White. 

The exact transfer of the disassembled church is 

unknown, but there are two different accounts to 

be considered. 

 

On account states, “the building was moved to 

Stoddard during the winter by teams (of horses) 

and large sleighs.”  But, knowing that the Chicago, 

Burlington and Quincy Railroad  ran through the 

town of Stoddard, this could have been a way of 

transporting the disassembled building from 

LaCrosse to Stoddard, from where it was then 

hauled by horses and sleighs to its home on Main 

Street. Or, perhaps it was hauled by sleigh and 

horses all the way from its former “Ferry and 

7th Street LaCrosse” location. It is unknown which 

account is true, but regardless, the building was 

ready for reassembly at its new location. The first 

service held in the church on Main Street was in 

1896 with the Rev. E. L. Cooper officiating.  

 

The building itself was 37 years old when it arrived 

and for another 121 years it served as the Stoddard 

United Methodist Church. It was sold in 2017. The 

last worship service held was on February 26, 2017 

with a bittersweet congregation attending and 

being led by the Rev. Banze Kyabuntu wa Kiluba.  

The church still stands on Main Street and is being utilized by its new owners. The 

ground breaking for the new church building at 900 Broadway Street in Stoddard was 

held July 12, 2016 with construction beginning the same month. With the building's 

completion, the first service of worship was held April 2, 2017 and now continues to 

serve the community and surrounding areas as Stoddard United Methodist Church.  
Respectfully submitted by Lorraine Nickley- church historian 

Stoddard Methodist Episcopal Church 
 

Early 1900s 

Vernon County Censor, Nov. 27, 1895 

Advertising for Sale of Church: 2017 
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History of the Cargill UMC of Janesville 

By the year 1906, Methodist Church 

members  had built four churches 

in the downtown area, beginning 

with the first church which opened 

in 1848.  Circuit riders formed the 

first congregation in 1837, and they 

met in public buildings until a 

church was built. This was a small 

wood structure, measuring 35’ x 

25’, which is still standing, but it 

was sold and converted to a 

residence around 1855. The population of Janesville was growing, as well as the church’s 

membership.  A larger building was needed, so in 1855 they built their second church at 

the intersection of South Jackson St. and McKinley St.  The congregation kept the same 

name for their second church, the Methodist Episcopal Church of Janesville.  

The population of southern Wisconsin grew rapidly in the 1840-1850 era.  People were 

moving to the Wisconsin Territory in search of farm land and the means of a new start.  

Some stayed, some moved on.  The extension of the rail lines was a major factor in the 

growth, plus the fertile soil in southern Wisconsin was suited to growing wheat and hay. 

Some farmers started raising dairy cattle and selling the milk, because milk was needed 

to feed a growing population.  Railroad lines crisscrossed southern Wisconsin, and these 

railroads made it possible for small farmers to ship their products in one day to the large 

markets in Milwaukee and Chicago. Farmers sought land within 5 miles of a railroad 

station, because 5 miles is about as far as wheat could be transported by horse and wagon 

in a day’s time.  Eventually two major railroads served Janesville; one railroad went to 

Milwaukee and the other to Chicago.   

 In 1855 a Methodist Church Conference authorized the forming of another Methodist 

congregation for members living on the east side of the Rock River in Janesville.  However 

the number of members failed to grow, and two years later the effort stopped, and most  

members transferred to the Methodist Episcopal Church on South Jackson Street which 

was on the west side of the river. 

 

Janesville Daily Gazette Oct. 23, 1847 
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In 1867 another effort to open a church on the east side of the river started.  A 

congregation was formed, and this time there was success.  In 1870 the new Court Street 

Methodist Episcopal Church was built.  That church existed 34 years, but it failed to grow 

sufficiently, and in about 1904 the membership closed the church and transferred their 

membership to the new church under construction on the west side of the river at the 

intersection of South Jackson and Court Streets.  

At first this new church on the 

west side of the river was to be 

named the Central Methodist 

Episcopal Church, but the 

congregation soon changed the 

name for a very compelling 

reason.  The name was changed 

from the Central Methodist to the 

Cargill Memorial Methodist 

Episcopal Church in about 1906.  

The Cargill name has been kept as part of this church full name for over 114 years.  

During these years the congregation has moved once to a new building completed in 

1960.  This new building at 2000 Wesley Avenue has served the church’s needs for these 

past 60 years.  

Information about the Cargill family and the connection with the Janesville church has 

been taken from two sources.  One source is a booklet titled Methodism in Janesville 1848

-1960 that was written by Bernice M. Cadman and printed about 1962.  She was a 

member of the church, a retired history teacher and head of the History Department at 

the Janesville High School.  The other source Cargill Beginnings...an Account of the Early 

Years written by John L. Work and published in 1965.   Mr. Work’s book is about the 

Cargill Company, the largest privately owned corporation in the U.S. Its founder was 

William W. Cargill, the 2nd son of William D. And Edna E. Cargill. His book contains details 

about this family in the early years.  He was paid by the Cargill Company to write this 

book for the company’s 100 year anniversary in 1965. 

Captain William D. Cargill was born in 1812 in Kirkwall, Orkney Islands, of Scotland.  He 

was hired as a crewman on cargo ships and worked his way up to become a ship’s captain. 

He left the Orkney Islands in the late 1830’s, settled in a small town on Long Island, NY, 

Cargill Memorial M. E. Church. Built 1906 
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and continued working as a ship’s captain.  He met Edna Davis, and they married in 1839. 

They had seven children.  Around 1857 they moved from Long Island, NY, traveled 

westward by boat and wagon and settled in Janesville.  The details of why they moved are 

limited, but the Panic of 1857 may have been part of the reason. The shipping industry 

was devastated due to this depression, and many sailors lost their jobs.  Another reason 

the family moved may have been they didn’t want their sons to become sailors. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cargill bought land for a farm and joined the Methodist Episcopal Church on 

South Jackson Street.  They became active members, and Captain Cargill was one of that 

Church’s leaders. Edna Cargill died in 1887, and Captain Cargill died in1892; they are 

buried in Oakhill Cemetery in Janesville, along with their oldest son Thomas. 

William W. Cargill, the 2nd son of Captain and Edna 

Cargill, left home and started a small grain brokerage 

in Conover, Iowa in 1865. This town was near Prairie 

du Chien on a branch line of a small railroad.  The 

town of Conover folded up years ago. His business 

expanded and soon he bought more grain elevators 

in Iowa, Wisconsin and Minnesota. The family’s 

wealth grew, and William W. Cargill’s business 

became Cargill, Inc.  

It was William W. Cargill who donated $10,000 in 

1905 to the Methodist Church in Janesville as a 

memorial to his parents, William D. and Edna. This 

was a very large sum in those days, and it was used to pay for large stained glass windows 

in a new church being constructed.  His siblings donated money too, but those details 

have been lost.  

The connection between the Janesville Church congregation and Cargill, Inc. was 

maintained until about 1960.  By then, there were no Cargills in top management of the 

Cargill Corporation, and the Corporate Secretary of the Cargill Foundation in Minneapolis 

wrote Pastor William Riggs and said there were be no more contributions to the church. 

This ended the connection.   

 

 Submitted by David Calverley 

William W. Cargill 
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In 2020, the Sun Prairie  United Methodist 

Church will celebrate 1845 as the beginning of 

Methodism in Sun Prairie. However, if the truth 

is to be told that date relies more on tradition 

than recorded facts. Indeed, in a history of Dane 

County published in 1880 it is stated that “in 

1842 the Elder Stebbins organized, in the 

schoolhouse situated on the southwest quarter 

of the southwest quarter of Section 5, the first class in the town, from which has grown 

the flourishing church in the village of Sun Prairie.”  It then goes on to list the eleven 

charter members. That seems definitive, but it should be noted that this publication was 

more an exercise in commercialism and local boosterism than  scholarly history.  

Accordingly, the portion dealing with Sun Prairie Methodists is unsourced and full of 

misspellings and omissions especially in its list of preachers who had served the church.  

In addition, in Conference Journals record that  the Rev. Stebbins was appointed to 

Southport (Kenosha) in 1842 and it is unlikely he would have visited Sun Prairie. On the 

other hand, if the Rev. Stebbins was responsible for the founding of Methodism in Sun 

Prairie then it could have been in 1845. Again, Conference Journals state that the Rev. 

Stebbins was appointed to the Madison Mission in July of 1844 and certainly the area 

around Sun Prairie would have been part of his field. In August of 1845, the Rev. Stebbins 

reported to Conference an increase of 46 members to the Madison Mission. Were Sun 

Prairie's eleven charter members included in that count? Perhaps, but then there is the 

1898 history of the Sun Prairie United Methodist Church authored in celebration of the 

renovation and rededication of the original church. Here the Rev. Charles Starkweather 

states that “Brothers R J. Harvey and Benj. Close commenced to preach in 1845.”  Indeed, 

Conference Journals confirm that the Rev. Rufus. J. Harvey and the Rev. William Allen 

were appointed to the Madison Mission in August of 1845. Other sources confirm that 

the Rev. Close was sent as a substitute when the Rev. William Allen withdrew because of 

illness.  So, it is certainly possible that either the Rev. Harvey or the Rev. Close can be 

credited with organizing the first Methodist class in Sun Prairie in 1845 or perhaps 

1846.  In the end it hardly matters if it was the Revs. Stebbins, Harvey or Close, or if it 

Sun Prairie United Methodist Church 

 Celebrates 175th Anniversary 
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was 1842, 1845 or 1846, for in 1898, Rev. 

Starkweather affixed the date as 1845 that is what 

our congregation has taken as our genesis ever since.  

In 1845, we were definitely a “country connection 

and it was not until 1850 that the Conference 

appointed a preacher to Sun Prairie. This was the 

Rev.  Carlos Sanford. At the time there was no 

church and no parsonage in Sun Prairie.  Not until 

1857 was a parsonage purchased and not until 1868 

was a Methodist church built in Sun Prairie. We do 

know from the diary of the Rev. W. Ames (1857) that 

the preacher assigned to Sun Prairie traveled constantly and preached in homes and 

school houses not only in Sun Prairie, but in Windsor, Burke, Token Creek, Bristol,  

Piercevil le,  Cottage Grove and nearly to Deerfield. Apparently, the Methodists in 

Bristol were somewhat more ambitious than those in Sun Prairie and they built the first 

Methodist Church in the area in 1865 (that building is now part of the Bristol Lutheran 

Church). 

So, by 1870 the preachers assigned to Sun Prairie 

preached in Sun Prairie Church in the morning and in 

Bristol Church in the afternoon. However, even into the 

twentieth century the Sun Prairie preacher would 

occasionally preach on Sunday at a schoolhouse on the 

corner of Burke and Bailey Rd.  Also, in 1870s the 

German speaking Methodists were organized. Three 

German-speaking Methodist churches were built, 

Sun Prairie, Marshall and North Windsor. These three 

churches always shared a preacher until the late 1930s 

when they were merged with English speaking 

Methodists. 

 

Following the Civil War, the population of New Englanders that had populated early Sun 

Prairie began to decline as new immigrants from Germany and Norway arrived. The 

changing demographics necessitated the closing of the Bristol church in 1910 

Sun Prairie Methodist Episcopal Church 

Built 1868 

Sun Prairie German Methodist 

 Episcopal Church, built 1874 
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and selling it to the Norwegian-speaking Lutherans. In this same time period 

the Sun Prairie Baptists and Congregationalists also saw declines in their 

membership and disbanded. Many joined the Methodist church as we became 

the last remaining Protestant church in Sun Prairie. Indeed, in the 1940 census 

80% of Sun Prairie residents self-identified as German Catholics.   

By 1928, we reported to our Conference that we had 66 members, although surviving 

records indicates that only nineteen pledges or, as they were called at the time, 

subscriptions, had been made. By far the largest share of the income raised by the 

congregation came through the efforts of the Ladies Aid Society. In order to survive, 

t h e  Sun Prairie Methodist Church was made an out-appointment of the Columbus 

Methodist Church. The preacher came once a month. Three years later we were “yoked” 

with the Marshall Methodist church and the two churches shared a pastor with the 

pastor living in Marshall. 

In 1938, the Sun Prairie German Methodists united with the English Methodists which 

doubled the size of our congregation. The sale of the German Methodist Church was 

used to remodel the English Methodist Church (Cliff St.). In 1942, the residence of the 

Sun Prairie-Marshall Methodist preacher was changed to Sun Prairie. After WWII, the 

population of Sun Prairie began to grow as did our congregation. In 1950, Sun Prairie 

Methodist Church was yoked to North Windsor Methodist Church. However, by 1954 we 

had grown enough that a pastor was assigned exclusively to the Sun Prairie Church. 

In 1956, the site for our present church was 

chosen and approved by the Conference. On 

November 13, 1960 a meeting of the 

congregation was held, and it was decided to 

proceed with a church sanctuary and 

educational unit. Ground-breaking ceremonies 

were held on Sunday June 25, 1961. The first 

services in the new church were held on 

Sunday May 20, 1962 with the Rev. H. Reibe 

presiding. The old church was sold to the 

Foresters and still stands at the corner of Cliff 

St. and Columbus. 

 

The present building was constructed in 1961  
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Since then, our building as undergone several alterations. In 1998, our building was 

extensively remodeled. We added a large fellowship hall and expanded our kitchen, office 

space and classrooms. Again in 2012, we remodeled. From its humble beginnings, the Sun 

Prairie United Methodist Church grown to become one of the largest United Methodist 

Churches in Wisconsin. 

Under the leadership of the Rev. Jenny Arneson, we were to celebrate our 175th 

anniversary in 2020 with a number of activities.  A 175th anniversary logo was designed 

by one of our congregants (see p. 14) to use throughout the year. As a kick off in January, 

rocks with appropriate words inscribed where distributed help our congregation to 

“Remember Your Baptism.”  We are planning a special picture directory and a special 

service where former pastors will be invited back to join in worship and a luncheon. 

Historical banners were produced to tell the story of our congregation.  And, a virtual 

visit from Rev. William Ames who served our congregation in 1857 were among the 

activities we had hoped to enjoy! 

However,  in March of 2020 a “stay at 

home” order was imposed in Wisconsin 

to fight the Covid-19 pandemic. For the 

first time since the 1918 influenza 

epidemic, churches in Sun Prairie are 

empty.  However, unlike 1918 we now 

have the internet and are able to worship 

together in our homes. As of this writing, it is uncertain when the normal life of our 

church will resume, but there is no doubt that our celebration will continue. In more ways 

than one, this is a very special year.  

Sandy Kintner—SPUMC historian 

Wisconsin State Journal, Oct 14, 1918 

Sun Prairie United Methodist Church –2020 
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When Wisconsin United Methodists look back 

and remember our work within the Italian 

community we often focus on the mission of 

the Evangelical Church and Rev. August 

Giuliani in and around Milwaukee.  Indeed, the 

Rev. Anthony Farina has immortalized this 

effort in his book “I Must, I Must, I Must: The 

Story of the Italian Evangelical Church of  

Wisconsin.”  However, at about this same time 

a similar push to reach out to newly arrived 

Italian immigrants was being made in 

Madison by the West Wisconsin Conference of 

the Methodist Episcopal Church.  This was in 

an area called “Little Italy,” later Greenbush,  

southwest of the capitol.  Originally it was 

swamp land (the University hockey team 

would scrimmage on the ice at the corner of 

Regent and Park St.), but in the early twentieth century  it was  filled with ash and 

rubbish and lots sold the immigrants from Italy. By 1916, they numbered over one 

thousand and consisted of three distinct groups; the Albanian Sicilians, the “true” 

Sicilians, and the Lombards from northern Italy.  Of course,  they brought a strong Italian 

Catholic heritage, and St. Joseph Church was formed in 1916. 

An article published in the Capital Times, June, 10, 1918 described the 

history of the Methodist work among the Madison Italians. It began in 

1914 or so when the Rev. Wetstein, a young Presbyterian minister, 

distributed religious tracts in the neighborhood. Soon, there was enough 

interest that a store front at 749 West Washington was secured and a 

workers from various Madison churches organized a Sunday School.  In 

1917, the West Wisconsin Conference assumed responsibility and a 

report in the Conference Journal states that  “an Italian Mission Church 

was organized under the leadership of  G. A. Lizzi and thirty-five 

members received, with a score more to following soon.” The Rev. Lizzi 

preached his first sermon in Italian on June 10th, 1917. Services began 

at Trousdale Methodist Episcopal Church, but were soon moved to Star 

The Methodist Work Among the Italians in Madison 

The Capital Times, Madison, WI June 10, 1918 
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Theater.  However, the coal shortages of 1917 forced the congregation back to Trousdale 

church.  Just before Christmas of 1917, the Rev. Lizzi left “when he received an urgent call 

to Chicago.” This left the Mission without a preacher until 1920 when the Rev. Phillip 

Pallotta was secured.  In the interim, the Rev. E. W. Blakeman of the University Church and 

the Rev. Earnest Clark of Trousdale were frequent speakers at their services. They would 

speak in English and their address would be translated sentence by sentence into Italian 

for the benefit of the congregation.  

With the arrival of Rev. Phillip Pallotta, the work greatly 

expanded. Part of the reason for their success was his 

wife Rose Billatti who acted as his assistant. In the West 

Wisconsin Journal it was reported that, “Brother 

Pallotta, early in the year, took unto himself a deaconess

-wife, an Italian, reared in an American preacher’s 

home. She was granted a local preacher’s license under 

the new law of the church, and will grace the position as 

preacher and singer anywhere.” Indeed, Rose has been 

credited with being the first woman of any 

denomination to preach a sermon in Madison. 

The Pallottas’ work culminated with the building of a 

beautiful white stucco church on the corner of Milton 

St. and Lake St. that was dedicated on February 5, 1922.  The Rev. Pallotta and Rose 

continued their work until 1927 when they transferred to New Orleans.  There they 

would go on to build and serve two other Methodist churches.  For the next two years the 

Madison congregation was served by the Rev. Bruno Martinnelli, a licensed local preacher. 

Rev. Martinnelli was assisted by a beloved deaconess, Miss Carrie Ames.  She came to the 

church in 1922 and would serve until 1947.  At that time, an important function of the 

church was to act as a sort of settlement house. Miss Ames is remembered as teaching 

classes in sewing, cooking, housekeeping, and citizenship as well as helping with Sunday 

School, Epworth Leagues and choir. 

In 1929, the Rev. Antonio Parroni was appointed to the church. He had been sent to 

America by the Italian government to study to be a civil engineer, but was converted and 

after attending Garret Biblical Institute came directly to Madison.  Among his many 

accomplishments was the creation of beautiful gardens in the area around the church, an 

oasis in a otherwise “blighted” part of Madison. The Rev. Parroni continued to serve the 

church until it was torn down in 1967 as part of “urban renewal” in Madison.  

-Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian 

The Wisconsin State Journal  Madison, WI  
August 27, 1920 
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“That our churches put baptisteries in, and that such supervision be given that those 

churches that have them now, retain them and permit no man to remove them. Since our 

church gives the candidate a choice of modes, and who wants to belong to a church that 

does not, it is our duty to provide for immersion for those who choose that mode, in a 

Christian environment. Wading horse tanks and frog ponds is a pretty weak [sacred 

service] for Christian Baptism.” 

Gems From the Archives 

The Church of the  United Brethren in Christ, Wisconsin Conference 

(1944 Journal) 

 Superintendent Report of the Rev. W. H. Adams 

Faith Evangelical Church began in 1917 as a mission of the Rev. August Giuliani to the 

Italians settling in the town of Wauwatosa.  By 1954, the congregation had diversified, 

but still cherished its Italian roots. That year the Service Guild published a cookbook to 

raise funds for their projects which included the Red Bird Mission and interest on the 

parsonage loan. Among the recipes was one contributed by Rose Mazzone for Italian 

Cookies. Surely, this is one of the few Evangelical cookbook recipes that includes a cup 

of wine. 
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Mrs. Maggie Van Cott holds a special place in the history of  the 

women’s struggle for a place in the pulpit. In 1869, she became 

the first woman to be granted a local preacher’s license in the 

Methodist Episcopal Church. At the time, the Methodist 

Episcopal Discipline did not specifically ban women from being 

licensed and so a sprinkling of women were brave enough to 

step into the breach.  Eventually, the efforts of Van Cott and 

others to seek ordination led the General Conference of 1880 

to deny women the right to be locally licensed as a preacher, let 

alone ordained.  However, this inconvenient turn of events did 

not slow Van Cott down and she went on to preach at revivals 

up until her death in 1914. As she famously said, “I believe my tongue is my own, and I 

will use it when I please, where I please and as I please.” 

 

What many may not know is that Van Cott’s first foray into 

evangelism outside her native New England was to Fond du 

Lac, WI, in January of 1871. The newspapers at the time 

called her “a regular stunner.”  After her initial success in 

Fond du Lac, she would return to Wisconsin many times 

over the  years.  For the purposes of this article, we will 

focus on her visit to Janesville, in May of 1873.   For two 

weeks she held forth in Janesville and at the end the  

newspaper led with the headline: “Mrs. Van Cott’s Busy 

Fortnight-Eighty Ransomed Ones.” The reporter for the 

Janesville Gazette had the following to say after he 

experienced Van Cott’s preaching: “We speak reverently when we say, that she has faith in 

herself as well as in God. Her manner is decidedly aggressive, resolute, and replete with 

self-assertion, but it does not repel, it merely seems to say: ‘I know the importance of my 

theme and come armed with its authority to command attention’. That is clearly enough 

the key-note of her action. In that sense Mrs. Van Cott is the Martin Luther of her sex.”  

Gems From the Archives 

Mrs. Maggie Van Cott 

Letter to the Editor: The Janesville  
Daily Gazette: May 17, 1873 
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Also notable in this edition of the newspaper was the list of people received in the 

Janesville Methodist Episcopal Church at the end of the two weeks. The list included 

those “received by letter” and among those was “Maggie Newton Van Cott.” So, Van Cott 

became of member of the Janesville Methodist Episcopal Church. This is important 

because it informs what was recently discovered in the Archives in Sun Prairie: a 

memorial from the Janesville church to the Wisconsin Annual Conference concerning Van 

Cott. In full it states: 

“Memorial of the Quarterly Conference of the First M.E. Church 

Janesville, Janesville District to the Wisconsin Annual Conference to 

be held at Whitewater Oct 8th 1873. Dear Fathers and Brethren: 

Whereas at our last quarterly conference we, being acquainted 

with the gifts, grace, and usefulness of Mrs. Maggie N. Van Cott did 

unanimously recommend her, a local preacher, to receive 

ordination as such in the M.E. Church and Whereas Mrs. Van Cott 

passed a satisfactory examination on doctrine and discipline before 

the chairman of the committee appointed by the District 

Conference, and Whereas we understand the District Conference 

did not grant the recommendation of the Annual Conference 

because several of its members considered it contrary to the genius 

of our denominational economy to ordain a female to such office, 

and Whereas we consider this a question of vital interest to the church, and one that 

should be carefully considered and authoritatively decided, Therefore we respectfully 

memorialize your honorable body to take the subject into consideration and to embody 

your decision in resolution. And we would further petition your honorable body to take 

such step as in your wisdom are necessary to obtain the decision of the question by the 

next General conference of the M.E. church. All of which is respectfully submitted for our 

consideration by the Quarterly Conference of the First M.E. Church, Janesville held 

September the 12th 1873.” 

 

At that Annual Conference it was noted that the memorial from the Janesville Church was 

“read, discussed and laid on the table.”  Thus,  an opportunity to be on the right side of 

history was missed. 

Sandy Kintner—Conference Historian 

 

Memorial on  

Mrs. Van Cott 
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
(Joseph Scriven, 1819-1886) 

 

Thanks to the evangelist Dwight L. Moody, many believe that this is 

an American hymn. Actually, it was written by an Irish immigrant 

to Canada,  Joseph Scriven. Scriven was a native of Dublin, Ireland, 

born in 1820. He graduated from Trinity College and established 

himself as a teacher, fell in love, and made plans to settle in his 

native city.  However, shortly before the wedding day, his betrothed 

accidentally drowned.  Overcome with grief , Scriven immigrated 

to Ontario, Canada.   Here, he again started teaching, and fell in 

love with Eliza Rice.  However, just weeks before she was to 

become Scriven’s bride, she fell ill and died. 

 

Scriven was shattered and in his grief turned to his faith. At the age of twenty five, he took 

a vow of poverty, sold all of his earthly possessions, and vowed to give his life to the 

physically disabled and financially destitute.  About a decade later, he received word that 

back in Ireland his mother’s health was failing. Scriven fell into despair, for he did not 

have the funds to return and take care of his mother.  In response  to  yet another  heart-

wrenching experience, he wrote a hymn of three verses to comfort his mother and sent it 

to her.  Later, Scriven commented: “The Lord and I together wrote the song.”  

 

It is not clear how the little poem came to be first published, as he had not intended it for 

general use.  But,  it became coupled to a tune written by Charles Converse and when D. L. 

Moody discovered it he gave it a national platform and caused many to believe it was 

written in America.  Sadly, Joseph Scriven drowned in 1886 and was never aware of how 

his song was carried to every corner of the globe. 

 

If there’s a hymn whose “story” you’d like to know, send a request and we will  publish it in a 

subsequent issue of Flashbacks.  Archives@wisconsinumc.org 

HYMN STORIES 

Joseph Scriven 
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The Conference Archives is pleased to announce that the 

papers of  Rev. Dr. Chomingwen Pond will be donated to 

the Archives.  The  Rev. Dr. Pond was involved in the Civil 

Rights movement of the 1950s and 60s, and in 1964 she 

was the first Methodist woman to be granted full clergy 

rights in Wisconsin.  She  led a long and interesting life and 

was a proud member of the Wisconsin Conference. Our 

Archives is  thrilled to add her papers to our collection. 

The preservation of material pertaining to United 

Methodist clergy in Wisconsin is an important function of 

the Archives and we encourage any clergy who may be 

considering donation to contact us. 

 

 

 LOCAL CHURCH HISTORIES REQUEST: Please send us information about  your local 

church history or special anniversary for preservation in the Archives and for publication 

in the next issue of  Flashbacks.  We will also print announcements of special services 

planned, or recently held by your church.  And please contact the Archives if we can help 

with compiling your church  history or with celebrating an anniversary.  We are happy to 

help! 

 

 JOIN OUR COMMISSION’S WORK:  Interested in serving on our Commission on 

Archives and History,  or our Museum Committee, or becoming more involved with the 

work of the Conference Archives?  Contact  the Archives to learn more. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS &  NEWS 

The Rev. Dr. Chomingwen Pond 

The Rev. Dr. Pond  Papers to Come to Conference Archives 
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