
MISSIONARIES           (For more information on ALL missionaries, go to www.umcmission.org.) 

#3022413 -The Rev. Collins Etchi Ako is a missionary providing administrative and liaison support in the 
East Congo Episcopal Area in the Democratic Republic of Congo. He was commissioned in 2018. 
The East Congo Episcopal Area was created by the 2012 General Conference to serve the growing church 
membership in DRC. Collins will assist the bishop who is overseeing the East Congo Episcopal Area. 

Collins is from Cameroon and is a provisional elder of the Cameroon Mission of the United 
Methodist Church. He has served pastoral appointments in his home country and also worked with 
many aspects of the mission. Collins has also been deeply involved in the denomination’s Young 
People’s Ministries, related to Discipleship Ministries. Locally, he has most recently worked as 
coordinator of mission volunteers for the Cameroon Mission and as an associate pastor with Blessing 
United Methodist Church, Simbock, Yaounde. 

He holds four degrees from the Protestant University of Central Africa in Yaounde and 
from University of Yaounde: a bachelor’s in political science, a bachelor’s in theology, a master’s in social 
science and international relations, and a master’s in theology. 

Born into a Presbyterian family and orphaned at an early age, Collins became a United 
Methodist in 2001 and began working closely with the Cameroon Mission in 2007. Missionary service 
has been on his spiritual radar since that time. He has special interest in ministries of justice and 
reconciliation. He has traveled widely, conducting seminars on conflict management, peace, sustainable 
development, and interfaith dialogue. 

Collins is married to Nkondock Mbondy Anne Greta and the couple has four children, Ebai 
Djengue Elyse Anael, born in 2006, Ebangha Benedicth, born in 2008, Collins Etchi Ako, born in 2009, 
and Jesus-Gareth Etone, born in 2015. 

#13953Z -Helen de Leon Camarce, South East Asia, is a missionary currently serving as treasurer of the 
agency’s Cambodia and Southeast Asia Missions. The Cambodia Mission, which is inter-Methodist, and 
the United Methodist Southeast Asia Mission are fast growing. As of August 2011, there were more than 
400 congregations in the four countries. Each involves missionaries and expanding church development, 
including outreach and building projects. The growth is projected to continue well into the future, 
necessitating a regional treasurer to provide leadership in fund management and to equip local 
Methodists to assume financial responsibilities. 

Helen provides support services for the missionary communities, local church partners, 
episcopal leaders, an expanding number of clergy, and denominational interests. Prior to her current 
assignment, Helen was Global Ministries’ regional mission auditor for Asia, and earlier served for 10 
years as the agency’s area financial executive based in the Philippines. 

A native of Malate, Manila in the Philippines, Helen earned a bachelor of science degree in 
commerce from the Technological Institute of the Philippines, also in Manila. She worked in exporting 
and in the travel industry before going to work for the church. Believing in good stewardship and good 
management of church resources, Helen says, “A good Christian must learn to manage God’s blessings 
by being transparent, honest, and always with a thankful heart. I know that monies coming from our 
sisters and brothers are hard earned, and I want to make our programs and agencies aware of such.” 

Helen has served with various agencies within the Philippine Central Conference, including those 
concerned with finance and administration, education and communications, indigenous peoples, social 
services, and mission. She was treasurer of the Women’s Society of Christian Service and ex-officio 
member of the Philippine Conference Coordinating Council, which is the decision-making body. 

Helen is a member of the Parañaque Central United Methodist Church in Parañaque City, 
Philippines. She has three children, Jielen Monica, Jamel Lorenzo, Amiel Tristan, and one adopted 



nephew, Jeremy. Helen’s mother is Anatalia E. de Leon of Freeport, New York, who is a member of the 
Freeport United Methodist Church. 

#10836Z -Ardell Graner is a missionary serving with the Iglesia Evangélica Dominicana (Evangelical 
Church in the Dominican Republic) after 23 years in Bolivia. She works in the area of Christian education 
within the united denomination that brings together churches started by Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Moravian, and Wesleyan missionaries. 

“We have been in Santo Domingo since April 4, 2013, and are visiting the 70 churches on the 
island and listening,” she says. “We are in a new country, with a new culture and reality, and what 
seems, many days, a ‘new’ language with the Caribbean accent, fast speaking, and different vocabulary. 
The Dominican people are very beautiful spiritually and in every other way. What is very exciting is the 
passion and enthusiasm they share on a daily basis.” 

A native of McHenry, North Dakota, Ardell holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Horticulture 
from North Dakota State University in Fargo. She completed a Master of Education at the University of 
Minnesota in 2000. While living in Chicago, Ardell and husband Gordon worked for the World Relief 
Refugee Program. During that time they sponsored a young Vietnamese refugee in their home and 
assisted him in resettling in Chicago. 

Ardell taught English as a second language to newly arrived refugees at a private college and a 
public college in Chicago. She worked at the University of Kentucky in Lexington for two years doing 
tomato research while Gordon was attending seminary. Prior to that, Ardell worked a number of years 
as a laboratory technician in entomology at North Dakota State University doing research on sunflower 
insects. 

Ardell and Gordon, a retired missionary, have three children: Jenny, Samuel, and Hannah. 
Hannah was born in Cochabamba and holds dual US and Bolivian citizenship. 

#10739Z -Jane Kies is a United Methodist missionary teaching Intensive English to students from non-
English-speaking countries at Africa University in Mutare, Zimbabwe, southern Africa. Africa University is 
a United Methodist Church-related institution that is being nurtured and funded by church members 
from all over the world. It is a consequence of the growth of United Methodism on the African continent 
and has its foundations in the history and legacy of the church. Africa University opened in March 1992 
as the first private, international university in Zimbabwe. 

Reflecting on her assignment at Africa University, Jane says, “Working with young people who 
come to Africa University with a passion to learn English is a rewarding experience. Fluency in English 
equips them to study for a degree that will enable them to carry out their particular ministries and use 
their gifts. I am thankful for the opportunity my students give me to learn about the diversity of cultures 
and peoples on the African continent. I also value the opportunities there are to study and discuss the 
Bible together, and help the students apply its teachings to their lives and experiences at Africa 
University.” 

Jane was born in Ndola, Zambia and grew up in southern Africa and England. After graduating, 
she spent two years in Uganda as a volunteer with Church Missionary Society, teaching in a rural 
secondary school. She then returned to England to earn certification in Teaching English as a 
Second/Foreign Language (TESOL). After finishing, she taught English at Maun Secondary School in 
Botswana, where she also worked with the Art Club and the Scripture Union student group. 
In 1994, Jane went with her family to live and work at Nyadire Mission in Zimbabwe, teaching English at 
the mission high school, and working with women to establish a Sunday school for children at the 
Nyadire United Methodist Church. In 2002, the Kieses transferred to Africa University in Mutare. 

Jane is married to Larry Kies, a retired United Methodist missionary previously assigned to Africa 
University. They have four children: Ben, Andrew Pule, Carly, and Michael. 

https://umcmission.org/missionary-bio/09572z/


#13080Z - The Rev. Joel Ncahoruri is a missionary serving as Malawi Provisional Annual Conference in 
Malawi. Joel worked in the area of mission finance in Liberia and, earlier, in Sierra Leone. He was 
commissioned as a missionary in 1999. He is originally from Burundi in the East Africa Annual 
Conference and was ordained in 1983. He was treasurer of the United Methodist Church in Burundi 
from 1980 to 1991, and worked for the African Church Growth and Development program from 1991 to 
1997. 

Joel understands his role in mission as supportive of the gospel of Jesus Christ, assuring that 
funds are used in appropriate, accountable ways. He shares how his calling began in his youth: “After 
the completion of my secondary school in 1978, I was assigned as an assistant administrator to the 
pastor of my church in Burundi. My duties included keeping the church car log book. The car was used 
to assist people in the surrounding rural community to transport patients to a distant hospital under a 
mileage fee for upkeep. I was very careful in handling the income and the way I handled my small job 
impressed the future Bishop John Alfred Ndoricimpa, who was then an evangelist and manager of a 
church print shop. I was called to work at the print shop as an accounts-trainee and later replaced my 
trainer, a missionary from the US. I came to realize the truth of what Jesus said: ‘Because you have 
been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’ (Luke 19:17)” 

A 1978 graduate of the Mweya Theological School, a secondary institution in Gitega, Burundi, he 
earned a B.A. degree in commerce, business administration (management and accounts) in 1998 from 
Daystar University in Nairobi, Kenya. Joel has four children, Jean-Claude Niyukuri, Diane Kaneza, Lionel 
Ndizeye, and Olivier Karerwa. His wife, Anne-Marie Simbagoye, died in 2011. 

#12909Z -Mbwizu Ndjungu and #12910Z -Nkemba Ndjungu are missionaries with the Board of Global 
Ministries of The United Methodist Church serving with MCCA Belize Honduras District, The Methodist 
Church in the Caribbean and the Americas. Nkemba serves as pastor, trainer and mentor. 
              Born in Kasaji, in the Democratic Republic of Congo (D.R.C.), Mbwizu previously served as a 
midwife in Kazembe and Sandoa, D.R.C., and as coordinator of an “Alphabet Center for Women” in 
Lubumbashi, D.R.C. Mbwizu and her husband served in Dakar, Senegal, from 1998-2007. 
Born in Malonga, Democratic Republic of Congo (D.R.C), Rev. Nkemba’s previous appointments have 
been as a pastor in Kazembe and Lubumbashi and as a District Superintendent in Sandoa, all in the 
D.R.C. From 1998-2007 he served in Dakar, Senegal, where he was involved in evangelism, church-
plrnting and theological education. 
       Rev. Nkemba took study leave from July 2007 to July 2008 and continued theological studies at 
Boston University. Prior to his commissioning as a missionary, Rev. Nkemba was a teacher in Kasaji and 
an accountant for the United Nations High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR) in Lubumbashi. 
Rev. Nkemba earned a Master’s of Divinity degree in 1994 from the Faculty (College) of Theology in 
Mulungwishi, D.R.C. He graduated from the Kimbulu-Kayera Seminary of Theology in D.R.C in 1984 and 
studied at the Institute Kamanyi from 1971-77. A clergy member of the Southern Congo Annual 
Conference, Nkemba was ordained a Deacon in 1983 and an Elder in 1985. 
      Mbwizu and Rev. Nkemba are the parents of six children: three sons, Mukazu, Nkemba and Ndjungu; 
and three daughters, Ifanda, Mufuka and Mbwizu (deceased 9/98). 
 
#3033400- Temba Nkomozepi is a missionary with the United Methodist General Board of Global 
Ministries serving as an agriculturalist at Mujila Falls Agriculture Center in Kanyama, Zambia. He was 
commissioned in October 2017. 

The Mujila Falls Center traces its origins to the Musokatanda Agriculture Project, launched in 
1995 by Global Ministries missionaries in the southern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 
Civil conflict there caused the relocation of personnel to Zambia and the reconstitution of a food 
security ministry at Mujila Falls on 1000 hectares of land donated by Chief Kanyama of the Lunda 



people. The chief’s condition was that the center would teach basic sound agricultural principles to the 
residents of his chiefdom. It was dedicated in the year 2000 and has steadily grown in scope and 
importance to the area, also providing outreach to refugees from DRC. 
Temba takes part in a range of agricultural, education, and health projects, as well as church growth and 
development. Mujila Falls raises essential crops, such as corn, and engages in small animal husbandry, 
cattle and goat milking, fruit culture, tree nurseries, fish culture, and research. 

Temba is from Zimbabwe where he received a Bachelor of Science degree in agriculture from 
the United Methodist-related Africa University in Mutare. He holds both Master of Science and the 
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degrees in agricultural civil engineering, with an emphasis on water 
resource management, from Kyungpook National University in Daegu, South Korea. He has worked for 
the Green Impact Trust, Caritas Harare, and for the Zimbabwean department of agricultural extension. 
Born into an Anglican family, Temba was baptized and confirmed in that church at age 15. “Since then, 
I’ve grown spiritually and experienced the rebuke and love of Jesus Christ.” At the time of his 
commissioning as a missionary, he was attending a congregation of the non-denominational Celebration 
Church in Harare. 

Temba’s favorite Bible verse is from 2 Kings 3, where the Lord fills a valley with water and 
protects it so people and animals can drink. “This passage,” he says, “shows me that irrigation, or 
agricultural engineering, can play an important role in the will of God. I have made it my commitment to 
contribute to bringing together the perfect environment and inputs to grow crops and improve people’s 
livelihoods.” 

#3021869 -David Makobo N’Shikala is a missionary serving as an agriculturalist with the Senegal United 

Methodist Mission, based in Dakar. He was commissioned in October 2013. His work in Senegal involves 

assistance to farmers in making their labor and the land more productive. Senegal is a small country on 

the west coast of Africa. It lacks significant natural resources but is adaptable to the cultivation of millet 

and peanuts and the raising of livestock. The Senegal United Methodist Mission dates to 1989 and has 

some 19 congregations. Membership has grown steadily in the predominantly Muslim country. 

David is a native of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and is a member of the Jerusalem 

Francophone Church in Lubumbashi in the South Congo Annual Conference. He was born at Mwajinga, a 

United Methodist mission where his parents have been teachers for more than 40 years. His elementary 

and secondary education was accomplished at Mwajinga, as was his early leadership training in the 

church. David received a Bachelor of Science degree in horticulture and a Master of Science degree in 

crop production from Africa University, a United Methodist institution, in Mutare, Zimbabwe. In 2010, 

he became the founding dean of the School of Agriculture at Katanga Methodist University in the DRC. 

In Senegal, he teaches farmers how to “grow food in poor soil and how to use modern technologies to 

produce more.” He also works with church leaders to assist the mission in realizing its goal of becoming 

economically self-sufficient through the use of modern agricultural tools and methods. He also works 

with visiting Volunteer-in-Mission teams. He has wide experience in The United Methodist Church on 

the local and connectional levels. He served as evangelist and spiritual leader of the praise band in the 

Jerusalem Francophone Church. He has received special training as an evangelist. At Africa University, he 

served on the chapel team and served as a French-English translator at local and international church 

events, including the Global Young People Convocation in South Africa. 



David says that his dream is to help his fellow Africans through agriculture to become empowered and 

ward off poverty. “People in the rural areas are the most impoverished,” he says, “because access to 

education and other self-improvement opportunities” is lacking. He wants to expand those 

opportunities. David is married to Solange Makobo. 
 
#3021869 -The Rev. Hyo-Won Park is a missionary serving as a new church planter in Eurasia. He was 
commissioned in June 2013. Familiar with the area from time previously spent there, Rev. Park is 
working with local leadership in identifying opportunities for new congregations. Methodism returned 
to Eurasia, where it had existed prior to the Communist Revolution, with the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union almost 25 years ago. Likely constituents for new churches are the young people who come to the 
city looking for jobs and educational opportunities. The district is part of The United Methodist Church 
in the Eurasia Episcopal Area. One of the area’s objectives is to start and develop congregations that can 
become self-sufficient within the United Methodist connectional system. 

Hyo-Won Park is a clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference. He is a native of Seoul, 
Korea, where he earned his degree in theology from Methodist Theological University in 1980. He 
served as a small church pastor and also as a military chaplain in a mountainous area in the DMZ 
(Demilitarized Zone) separating North and South Korea. After being discharged from the military, he 
studied in Germany. From Germany, he went to Eurasia on behalf of the Korea Methodist Church and 
engaged in mission work. After five years, he was invited to take a pastoral charge in the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference in the United States. He also served as a pastor in San Francisco. 

Hyo-Won grew up in a Christian home and felt an early call to mission, which he says has been 
expressed in all of his ministries. “During high school,” he says, “I met a very sincere Sunday school 
teacher who helped me devote myself to the church. It was the first turning point in my life. Rev. Park 
married to the Rev. Mee Park who is also Missionary of the Korean Methodist Church. The couple has 
three grown sons. 
 
#15075Z - Sandra K. Raasch is a missionary serving as Volunteers Coordinator. She formerly worked in 
mission finance in Honduras. Sandra was commissioned as a missionary in 2005. At the time she said: 
“God has been grooming me for this call all my life by giving me a heart for people, an ability to receive a 
finance degree, and to participate in mission trips, and by leading me to a church home, where I found 
Christ and have been able to deepen my walk through Bible study, meeting brothers and sisters in 
Christ, and finding my spiritual gifts of administration and hospitality.” 

Sandy was born in Cape Girardeau, Missouri and attended the University of Missouri in 
Columbia, earning her Bachelor of Science in business administration and finance in 1987. Before 
beginning her mission service, she owned and managed a business, worked for four different companies 
in Kansas in supervisory positions, and volunteered for numerous charitable organizations through her 
church. 

Sandy is a member of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas. Her 
parents, Harold and Becky Raasch, live in Overland Park, Kansas, and also attend the same congregation. 

#3022392 -The Rev. Carolyn May Schneider is a United Methodist missionary serving as seminary 
faculty and convener of the Center for Christian Formation at Union Theological Seminary, Cavite, 
Philippines. 

Global Ministries missionaries teaching at Union play an important role in developing academic 
programs and strengthening relationships with church and community. Methodist and Presbyterian 
missionaries founded the seminary in 1907. Jointly owned today by The United Methodist Church and 



the United Church of Christ in the Philippines, Union strives to produce pastors who have a strong 
biblical foundation, sharp theological articulation and ability in practical application.  

Rev. Schneider will focus on leadership development. Her career has given her diverse exposure 
to academia, teaching church history at seminaries in Egypt and Hong Kong. A lifelong learner, she has 
developed adaptation skills that allow her to give and receive in her community. She grew up in the 
Lutheran church, which stimulated her love for church history and doctrine. As a teacher in Texas, she 
became connected with a local United Methodist congregation (Travis Park, San Antonio) and 
appreciated its approach to ministry and mission.  

Born in Quezon City, Philippines, Rev. Schneider grew up in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. She is an ordained pastor of the ELCA and a member of Trinity Lutheran Church, Madison, 
Wisconsin, part of the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA. Rev. Schneider earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in history from Concordia College, Bronxville, New York, in 1985; Master of Divinity, Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago, Illinois, 1992; and a Ph.D. in history of doctrine, Princeton (New Jersey) 
Theological Seminary, 1999. 

Prior to her present assignment, Rev. Schneider served as associate professor of theology, Texas 
Lutheran University, Seguin, Texas (1999-2011); associate professor of church history, Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Tai Wai, Hong Kong (2014-18); and online-course facilitator in “Getting Down to 
Basics: The Augsburg Confession and the Small Catechism” (2018-19). 

#11865Z-Rev. Paul L. Webster, commissioned in 1992, is a missionary serving as Mission Advocate of 
Special Projects in the United States. Prior to serving as a Mission Advocate, Paul served in Mujila Falls 
Agriculture Centre in Kanyama, Zambia as a rural economic development specialist. Paul’s ministry as a 
rural economic development specialist served the needs of poor, rural peoples. Each project promoted 
major programs in education, health, sustainable and appropriate agriculture, community development, 
evangelism, and church construction. The projects strived to address community social, economic and 
health problems holistically, thus empowering participants. 

Born in New Richmond, Wisconsin, Paul was a volunteer in the United States Peace Corps from 
1980 to 1984 as an agricultural extension worker in Guatemala. He is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior, and has done advanced study towards a Master of Planning degree at the Hubert H. 
Humphry Institute, University of Minnesota. He was a recipient of the Lillian Druse Mission Scholarship 
fund for persons seeking higher education in preparation for mission service, administered by the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference. 

Paul returned to missionary service in 2005 after four years of state-side leave due to the 
chronic illness and death of his wife, Roxanne, also a GBGM missionary. During that time Paul served 
two years as a Local Pastor at Ladysmith and Tony UMC’s in the Wisconsin Annual Conference. In 
October of 2006 Paul was ordained a full elder by Bishop Kainda Katembo. Paul has one daughter, 
Summer and one grandson, Aaron. 

#3022186 -The Rev. D. Yang is a missionary serving as a congregational development specialist for the 
United Methodist Mission in Southeast Asia. He was commissioned in May 2016. The planting of new 
congregations and the strengthening of existing ones are at the heart of mission initiatives such as those 
in Southeast Asia. This is accomplished in collaboration with local leaders and laity. The missionary’s role 
is primarily that of recruitment and training—aimed at achieving stability and self-sufficiency in ministry. 

Rev. Yang is a Laotian-born citizen of the United States and an elder of the Minnesota Annual 
Conference, where he served in pastoral ministry for 24 years before entering mission service. He was 
born into a Christian family. His father went missing in action and was presumed dead when the 
Vietnam War spilled into Laos. He came to the US in 1976 with one of his grandfathers, eventually 
becoming part of the Hmong United Methodist community in Minnesota. 



D. Yang studied at Inver Hills Community College and National American University, from which 
he received a bachelor’s degree in business administration. He received a Master of Divinity degree in 
Christian education form Bethel Theological Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota. He was ordained an elder in 
1993. His first appointment was as associate pastor of the Hamline United Methodist Church in St. Paul. 
After seven years there, he was for 15 years pastor of Wheelock United Methodist Church, a Hmong 
congregation. His third appointment was to ChristWay United Methodist Church in the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference, which under his leadership became one of the largest Hmong churches in the US. 

A desire to engage in church development in Southeast Asia grew in his heart, especially after 
visiting there in 2000 with a Global Ministries group. Becoming a missionary fulfills a longing to “serve 
God’s people overseas—to witness, make disciples of Jesus, and recruit and train more people to serve 
God through our United Methodist Church.” D. Yang is married to C. Yang. 

 


