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Archives Future Plans 
 
The Covid 19 pandemic has put many Archives plans and functions on hold.  We had to 

postpone our “Looking Forward with 20/20 Hindsight and 20/20 Vision” fall Archives 

Retreat. Our Archives at the Conference Center remains closed to researchers for the 

present, although we are still taking and answering research requests.  We are grateful 

for everyone’s patience during this time. Our plans for our museum reopening were also 

on hold for 2020. What do we plan for 2021?  

 

Since so much is still unknown about when we will be able to safely gather again, our 

Archives Commission has decided that we will not plan on a two-day Archives Retreat 

this fall.  If conditions improve sufficiently, we may try to schedule a one-day local 

church historian workshop at the Conference Archives in the fall.  But that will depend 

entirely on the state of health and safety recommendations.  

 

What are our plans for our Conference 

Museum, which is located on the grounds of 

the Greenfield UMC and is also currently 

closed?  Our Commission has been working on 

a grand re-opening, in which we will set up 

displays on several key themes from our 

Conferences histories that we hope will 

become part of a permanent display at the 

museum.  
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 We plan to tell the story of that first Evangelical Association class and the building that 

housed that early congregation and is now our museum. The history of the circuit 

riders and camp meetings in our state will be part of that story.   

 We want to focus on some of the very early Native American churches in our 

Conference.    

 We want to highlight the significant history of women in our Conference, especially 

our honor of having been served by Bishop Marjorie Matthews, the first women 

Bishop in our denomination.   

 We plan to tell the special story of the Racine Bethel-

St. John’s UMC which was a prominent example of an 

integrated church that grew out of the various 

backgrounds of Italian Evangelical, Norwegian/Danish,  

and African-American congregations. We even have 

a beautiful stained glass window to display from that 

church.    

 And then, there is the story of the efforts of the 

Rev. Guiliani to establish an Italian Evangelical Church in 

Milwaukee, a history so filled with controversy that it 

includes a bombing incident at a Milwaukee police 

station.  We will have the Rev. Guiliani’s street organ on 

display.  

 In addition to the display of some artifacts, a time line of our 

Conferences history, and the family tree that is already there, we 

are working on short video histories that will be available to be 

seen on kiosks around the museum.  That way, we can minimize 

any major disruption of the church itself, and to be sure that the 

museum can continue to also be used as the special church that 

it is.  

 These historical videos will then also be available on our website, 

and for distribution to churches and individuals to access, even if 

they cannot come to see the museum itself.  

Timing?  We hope to use this time in 2021 to finalize our display and video plans and will 

aim for a grand re-opening in 2022.  If you are interested in becoming involved with this 

work, please contact our Conference Archivist Lynn Lubkeman.  

Kiosk 

Bethel-St. John’s UMC 
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ADAPTING TO MINISTRY DURING THE 
COVID 19 PANDEMIC 

 

In the face of the public health response to 

covid 19, the Baraboo United Methodist 

Church had to make a number of 

accommodations to continue their ministry 

in a safe manner. The biggest change was to 

switch to online worship every Sunday via 

Facebook and the church's website.  This 

also allowed for the flexibility of people 

performing special music and liturgy from 

their homes and for segments of the service to be pre-taped off site such as at Devil's 

Lake, Man Mound Park, and the Baraboo River Walk.  Of course, some congregants don't 

have computer access.  To address this issue they were encouraged to call a telephone 

buddy so they could listen to the service.  In addition, they can receive a written copy of 

the sermon or listen to an abbreviated service  by telephone.  As weather permitted, 

outdoor worship  services  were held as well as drive-up communion services during the 

summer months. 

  

A pastoral care phone tree was organized so 

that every member and friend would receive 

periodic phone calls from volunteers for the 

first few months of the pandemic.  

 

Virtual Sunday school took place on ZOOM in 

the spring and has resumed in the fall.  

There were a few outdoor sessions in 

September. The Christian Education director 

held porch VBS sessions by taking the 

First UMC, Baraboo 

Drive Up Communion 

BARABOO FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH  
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lessons and craft materials to the children's 

homes.  The high school graduates were 

recognized during online worship and received 

gifts from the church. A series of “Be Inspired 

Today” Facebook videos featured five-minute 

devotionals aired on Tuesdays.  There was also a 

series “Tango Dancing in the Kitchen.” 

 

Outreach to the community continued by helping 

meet emergency needs through Mary's Fund, 

Sauk County Giving Tree, and St. Vincent De Paul. The Neighborly Free Store held 

clothing giveaways in the parking lot.  The youth helped run errands for older people 

and food was collected to help feed children until the school lunch program resumed. 

The Backpack Project distributed school supplies to children in need in the parking lot.           

Meetings and coffee hours were held by ZOOM or in the parking lot, patio, or people's 

backyards.  A few Wednesday night suppers were held safely outdoors at church. The 

pastor had a series of porch visits with parishioners. 

 

The UMW conducted business by phone, 

email and text and had backyard meetings.   

We called, emailed, and wrote our at-home 

members.  We also took small gifts such as 

cookies, Upper Rooms, and pocket prayer 

cloths to them.  We were allowed to leave 

them at the front desks at the assisted 

living and nursing home or left them on 

the front step of private residents. Men's 

Conversation Group met in one of the 

members' driveway. And so, Baraboo UMC 

adjusted and with creativity and love our 

ministry to our congregation and to the 

larger community has continued.  
 

Submitted by Janet K. Brice, Church Historian with thanks to Pastor Marianne Cotter and Administrative Council Chair Keri 

Olson 

The Neighborly Free Store  

High School Graduates 
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Soon after the pandemic hit in March of 

2020, the staff at Sun Prairie  United 

Methodist Church spent many hours 

planning how to do ministry in a virtual 

world.  First, they had to pivot to an online 

worship experience. They began recording 

portions of the service and then editing it 

together with music to make a complete 

worship service available beginning at 

5:00 pm on Saturday evenings.  They also 

created a podcast channel to have weekly sermons and Advent devotionals available on 

podcasts.  For those not online they created a phone-in-sermon feature on their phone 

system so that people could call in to the church and press “5” and hear the weekly 

sermon. Also, they created shorter, worship services monthly for the assisted living 

facilities in Sun Prairie. They found they had to update the website to make it more user 

friendly to access worship, past sermons and the weekly email and Word of the Week.  

 

All the church’s many other ministries also had to adapt. To improve communication, they 

shifted to weekly email newsletters rather than a monthly printed newsletter.  They 

found they had to provide training for anyone needing help accessing ZOOM or online 

services.  They had to find new ways to do Fellowship Time virtually, since people were 

craving socialization time.  They started 2 groups for socialization, which started out to 

be 4 week groups, but have now continued beyond that. They had people make phone 

calls and send letters  to those who might not have connections via the computer, but 

then also to everyone. Their Mental Health Team switched gears and tried to meet mental 

health needs as people were feeling challenges being isolated and mandated to stay in 

their homes.. They started a Facebook page where they posted information on 

encouraging good mental health practices. They are now looking into ways to help 

children and youth combat depression and anxiety due to no in-person school, little 

socialization and the cancellation of many of their activities. 

 

SUN PRAIRIE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
(Ministry Pandemic Style) 

Worship at SPUMC shifted to online 
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The church ordered signs of thanks to 

the Police, Fire, EMS, Hospital 

workers and “Essential Workers” 

with the church’s name and asked 

people to decorate them. They then  

took them around to put in lawns 

outside of those businesses. They’ve 

done monthly food drives to collect 

food and hygiene items for River Food 

Pantry and Sun Prairie Food Pantry, 

as so many people are out of work. 

They have provided over 140 masks 

to the community, free of charge.  

 

Youth live gatherings transitioned to ZOOM, discord, and Facebook groups.  They used 

increased texting with youth (following safe sanctuaries guidelines) to maintain a 

connection.  The spring 2020 confirmation was a particular issue. When it became clear 

that a “normal” confirmation service wasn’t going to be possible, a contactless service 

was designed where each confirmand and their family came in individually to be filmed.   

They were then edited to appear as a single event.  

 

In the summer a virtual VBS with videos each 

day was created by staff and volunteers for the 

kids to watch along with take home projects.  

There was new focus on drop-off ministry: care 

packages/treats/milestone gifts, fundraising 

through flamingo drop offs, and tag game with 

encouraging signs. They shifted their Spirit of 

Giving Tree to online with signup genius and had  

drive-up gift drop-offs.  

 

While it was a challenge, in the end, the 

congregation found new strengths, new life and a new way to be a vital faith community.  

 
Submitted by SPUMC, edited by Sandy Kintner 

 

 

Spring 2020 Confirmation Class 

Flamingo Drop Off Fund Raiser 
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In this issue of Flashbacks, we will 

be revisiting the story of the 

Evangelical Association in 

Wisconsin. Many of our readers 

will know that this story is 

intertwined with another story,  

the history of our Conference 

Museum in Greenfield. Indeed, 

the Museum serves as a memorial 

to the efforts of one particular 

frontier preacher, the Rev. John 

Lutz, and to those early settlers 

who formed the Greenfield 

congregation—the first Evangelical Association congregation in Wisconsin. Many of those 

early settlers are buried in a cemetery just outside, in sight of the building they erected. If 

they could speak they would tell you that the story of this building started before the 

masons began to lay the Cream City brick the formed it’s walls in 1858.  Indeed, the story 

goes back further, back before this brick church replaced the original log church that was 

built in 1844. The story goes back even before Wisconsin was a State. And, actually, it can 

be taken back to around 1790 when Jacob Albright felt a call to share Christ and began 

preaching to German-speaking farmers of southeastern Pennsylvania. The prayer groups 

the Jacob Albright formed there eventually grew into a new Church, the Evangelical 

Association.  

The early nineteenth century in America was a time of movement. Settlers were moving 

West across the Appalachian Mountains; first to Ohio, then Indiana, Illinois and eventually 

to Wisconsin.  Most important to the story of this building is the year 1836. That is the 

Looking Back 
20/20 Hindsight 
20/20 Vision 

Conference Museum, Greenfield, WI. 
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year that the Wisconsin territory was created and the year that a number of German-

speaking Evangelical Association families emigrated from Pennsylvania to Northern 

Illinois. They settled in the land around Des Plaines and Naperville. In response, the 

Evangelical Association sent missionaries to minister to them. To the Northern Illinois 

field they sent an energetic, courageous, and unmarried man of thirty, the Rev. John Lutz.  

While Rev. Lutz’s contribution to the story of the Evangelical Association in Wisconsin is 

relatively brief, it is absolutely vital. He arrived in Northern Illinois in 1839 to find about 

70 members of the Evangelical Association spread out among three enclaves. But, his 

charge was much more that ministering to these newly arrived settlers. He was a 

missionary. He was a true circuit rider and his field included the newly minted territory of 

Wisconsin. And so, he set out on horseback in January of 1840 from Naperville and 

headed for the village of Milwaukee, then only populated by about 1,700 souls.   

In 1840, Milwaukee was a struggling pioneer town site. 

It had only been seven years since southeastern 

Wisconsin had become available for American 

settlement.  Given the importance of lake travel at the 

time, it is not surprising that a trio of land speculators 

(Kilbourne, Juneau and Walker) foresaw the 

development of a town along the bay and rivers of what 

would become Milwaukee.  When lands were opened for 

sale by the Federal government in July of 1835, they 

were able to secure title to the land surrounding their 

newly established trading posts.  So, in the last years of 

the 1830s, settlers slowing began to trickle in. The rate 

of influx was severely impeded by the financial panic of 

1837 which brought economic activity to a standstill 

especially in hinterland of America’s Midwest frontier.  

However, a few adventurers did make their way, 

including some of the first Germans.  

Braving the cold and snow, Rev. Lutz arrived in 

Milwaukee in January of 1840.  Some fifteen miles north 

of the village he found a warm welcome in the rough log 

cabin home of James Martin. Mr. Martin was an 

Milwaukee, 1847 

Milwaukee, 1840 
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Evangelical, recently arrived from 

Pennsylvania, who had settled in town of 

Granville, now part of present day Brown 

Deer.  Gathering a few nearby families 

together,  the Rev. Lutz preached the first 

Evangelical sermon in Wisconsin in that 

humble home. It was in German of course. 

The Rev. Lutz stayed for two weeks in the 

area around Milwaukee, preaching and 

visiting with other German families, before 

returning to Illinois. Encouraged by his first 

foray to Wisconsin, he returned later that 

summer. In Milwaukee, he met Christine Meinser, the German maid of Mr. J. K. Lowry, who 

was a merchant and early Milwaukee convert to Methodism. Miss Meinser told the Rev. 

Lutz of a group of Germans who had recently settled some five miles southwest of 

Milwaukee in the township of Kinnickinnic (a year later the town would be renamed 

Greenfield). She believed that among these Germans were souls hungering for the “Bread 

of Life,” and their homes would be open to him.  

And so, Rev. Lutz traveled what would soon be the town of Greenfield. The census of 1840 

put the population of Greenfield at 404, who were thinly spread out over its 36 square 

miles of soon to be cultivated land. This population density is comparable to present day 

Price County’s density in Northcentral Wisconsin. Among the newly arrived settlers the 

Rev. Lutz found several German families including the Esslingers and Hegelmeyers. It’s 

hard to overstate the hardships faced by these families, the first settlers to arrive. Shelter 

was crude at best and the land would provide little substance or income until it was 

cleared and the first crops were harvested. In those early years, severe deprivation and 

near starvation were always present dangers. Yet, when the Rev. Lutz arrived he found 

souls who yearned to have not just their physical needs met, but also their spiritual ones. 

Most notable of those in the area “searching for salvation” were the wives of John 

Esslinger and Frederick Hegelmeyer. They were reported to be the first converted by the 

Rev. Lutz and subsequently become the “beginning and foundation of the Greenfield 

congregation of the Evangelical Association in the neighborhood.” Over the ensuing 

months,  the Rev. Lutz’s work expanded and sometime in late 1840 he organized an 

Evangelical Association class in Greenfield. This was the first Evangelical Association 

Rev. John and Margaret Lutz  
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class organized within Wisconsin and 

was known as the Poplar Creek Class. 

It  had eighteen charter members who 

were scattered over a 20 mile radius. 

John Esslinger, who had been a school 

teacher back in Germany, was 

appointed its first Class Leader. In the 

spring of 1841, having served 

Greenfield for fifteen months, the Ohio 

Conference transferred the Rev. Lutz 

to other appointments. And so, the 

Rev. Lutz left Wisconsin and thereby 

he leaves our story. However, he did not leave Wisconsin without planting a seed. This 

seed would germinate and flourish in Greenfield and then spread throughout the State.  

At the time of the 50th anniversary of the Wisconsin Conference of the Evangelical 

Association in 1890, the Rev. Lutz wrote, “How wonderful has been the growth of this 

small mission work in 50 years. When I look back to 1840 when I first traveled to 

Wisconsin as a missionary and recall how poor the preachers and the settlers were, how 

small the beginning, I can only be glad and thank the Lord for what he has done for our 

church.” 

Postlogue:  In March of 1897, the Rev. Lutz 

died at the age of 86 after a lifetime of service 

to the Evangelical Association. He was buried 

in Joliet, IL where he had retired.  In 1940, the 

Rev. Herman Block of the Wisconsin 

Conference found his gravesite in the state of 

disrepair. To honor his role as the seminal 

Evangelical preacher in Wisconsin, the Rev. 

Block arranged to have the site cleared and a 

new maker for the Rev. Lutz was dedicated by 

Bishop George E. Epps with an appropriate 

service.  

Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian 

Next Time: The Church of the United Brethren in Christ Comes to Wisconsin 

Greenfield Plat Map 1858. Shows location of Frederick 
 Hegelmeyer’s land and the corner he donated for  the build-

ing the first Evangelical Association church in Wisconsin.  

Bishop Epps dedicating Rev. Lutz’s gravesite 
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LOCAL HISTORIES:  Stories of our Faith 

Each issue of Flashbacks highlights local church anniversaries, celebrations and news.  

Please send us your contributions for the next Flashbacks. 

A Short History of the 

 Henderson Avenue United Methodist Church 

Part 1 by the Rev. Lamarr Gibson*  
Rev. David V. Harsh traces the presence of black 

Methodists in Wisconsin to 1849, where the East 

Wisconsin Conference Journal listed 14 “colored” 

members. During and after the end of the American 

Civil War, a small Negro community of approximately 

90 persons lived in the area of Fox Lake, Wisconsin.  

Most community members were farmers. To provide a 

place of worship for the community, the Zion Methodist Church was formed in the 1870’s 

(exact date not mentioned). Whether or not this Methodist church was “Episcopal” in the 

sense of belonging to the East Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church is 

not clear.  

Over time, due to the migration of its members to Chicago for employment, membership 

in the Zion Methodist Church of Fox Lake declined and the church eventually was closed. 

In 1900, with only three members left, the building was sold, and the remaining members 

joined the white Methodist Episcopal Church.  

The history of the current Henderson Avenue United Methodist Church in Beloit, 

Wisconsin stretches back over 100 years to the Fall of 1917.  David Harsh writes that 

many black Methodists migrating from the same county in Mississippi had moved into 

Beloit at the time, but no black Methodist Episcopal church existed in Wisconsin at the 

time.  Being aware of this situation, the Rev. James Golden, superintendent of the Upper 

Mississippi District of the Methodist Episcopal Church’s Lexington Conference traveled to 

* This history was compiled from the writings of various individuals found in the Archives of the Wisconsin Annual 

Conference UMC and some anecdotal reports. Dates of some appointments and significant events were not consistent in the 

documents reviewed. Further study will be needed to determine exact dates in these instances. To remain consistent with 

historical accounts, the labels “black” and “Negro” are used in this document to identify persons in the ethnic group currently 

referred to in American society as African-American. 

The Representative, Jan 14th, 1873 
Fox Lake 
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Beloit, Wisconsin to study the situation. The Lexington Conference was part of the all 

black Central Jurisdiction that was formed when the Methodist Episcopal Church-South 

reunited with the Methodist Episcopal Church of the North. While in Beloit, Rev. Golden 

met with a small group of 17 persons in the home of Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Prince to organize 

them as the Second Methodist Episcopal Church of Beloit, Wisconsin with membership in 

the Lexington Conference. The Second Methodist Episcopal Church of Beloit was most 

likely the first chartered Black (Negro, African American) Methodist Episcopal church to 

be established in Wisconsin.  

Persons attending the organizing meeting became the initial members of the new Second 

Methodist Episcopal Church of Beloit. Persons in attendance at the organizing meeting 

were: Mr. and Mrs. S.W. Prince, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Prince, Mr. and Mrs. G.W. Allen, Mr. 

and Mrs. T.C. Grady, Mr. and Mrs. A.B. Bolton, Mrs. Henry Reynolds, Mr. and Mrs. Henry 

Blackwell, Mr. and Mrs. N.D. Barnett and Mr. W. H. Sandlin. These initial members of the 

2nd Methodist Episcopal Church of Beloit then held elections in which Mr. S.W. Prince was 

elected district steward, Mr. N.B. Barnett was elected steward, Mrs. Minnie Dolton was 

elected secretary, and Mrs. Prince was selected as organist.  

In 1919, Second Methodist Episcopal Church 

welcomed its first pastor when district 

superintendent G.R. Bryant of the Lexington 

Conference appointed W.L. Turner to the 

congregation. The congregation initially met at 

the Booth Hall and G.A. R Hall in Beloit. 

Members of the first Board of Trustees serving 

under Rev. Turner were: S.W. Prince, Arthur 

Prince, A.B. Bolton, G.W. Allen, and H. Blackwell. 

The initial Steward Board consisted of N.D. Barnett, Mary Grady, Lyn Cameron, Ira Weems 

and Mr. Stitts.  Plans for a church building soon ensued and two sisters raised $1000.00 

for down payment on a property purchase. On July 26, 1920, a two-story frame house on 

Pleasant Street in Beloit was purchased. The pastor lived upstairs, and the first floor was 

remodeled to serve as the sanctuary. Three years later on September 23, 1923, the 

congregation secured the deed to the property and made plans for expansion.  

1919  Lexington Conference Journal  
list of appointments  
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It is apparent that the young church prospered and grew in membership strength under a 

succession of pastors. 1923, H.B. Mays was appointed pastor. In 1925, G. W. Sherard was 

appointed pastor. In 1927, O.H. Banks was appointed pastor. In 1928. J.D. Pierce was 

appointed pastor. In 1931, the building housing the sanctuary and pastor’s residence was 

torn down and the church sought to rebuild. In 1933, Rev. Hermes Zimmerman was 

appointed to 2nd Methodist Church. Rev. Zimmerman’s motto was to pray hard, then get 

up and work hard. Under his leadership the Second Methodist official board organized a 

prayer band consisting of G.W. Allen, Mary Grady, Hosea Cameron and Ella Gordon. The 

purpose of the prayer band was to lift prayers, particularly for the construction of a new 

church building.  

 Rev. Zimmerman provided leadership for the construction of a 

permanent church sanctuary and much of the labor for 

constructing the church building was supplied by Rev. 

Zimmerman, the congregation members, and their friends. The 

completed building included a main auditorium, pastor’s study, 

balcony, Ladies Aid room, kitchenette, Boy Scout’s room, social 

room, stage and dressing room, dining room and main kitchen.  

During the week of March 16, 1935, members of the public were 

invited to inspect the new church, which seated 300 persons.  On 

Sunday, March 24, 1935, Bishop M.W. Clair Sr. visited Second Methodist in celebration of 

the new church building. The church building was dedicated in December 1935 and 

became a center for community involvement. The congregation hosted many community 

events, including banquets, teas, plays and dramas, and activities 

for youth. A relationship with Beloit College was formed and 

many college students attended Second Methodist’s worship 

services. The church’s renowned senior choir gave concerts at 

the college and the college donated a bell from one of its chapels 

for Second Methodist’s belfry. 

Rev. H. Zimmerman served the Second Methodist Episcopal 

Church of Beloit until 1947 when he was sent to the Milwaukee 

Mission.  In Milwaukee, Rev Zimmerman began a prayer group in 

the home of Mrs. Phoebe Reneus of Milwaukee. The prayer group 
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became the Milwaukee Methodist Church and later changed its name to St. James 

Methodist Episcopal Church under the leadership of Rev. P.H. Harley.  

Pastors succeeding Rev. Zimmerman included Harry B. Gibson who served the church 

from 1948 to 1950. Rev. Gibson later rose to prominence in the General Church.  In 1954 

Paul W. Smith was appointed pastor of Second Methodist Episcopal Church. The 

congregation membership at the time was numbered 222, with 28 children, 14 youth and 

9 adults in church school. W. L. Giles served the church from 1957 to 1960. 

In 1960, Rev. Oliver B. Gibson was appointed as pastor of the Second 

Methodist Episcopal Church (there is some uncertainty as to the 

accuracy of this appointment date. Some reports indicate 1962 and 

others indicate 1963). Rev. Gibson’s tenure appears to have been 

turbulent and eventually resulted in a substantial portion of the Second 

Methodist Episcopal Church membership withdrawing to join with a 

different denomination.  

Rev. Gibson was tremendously active and effective in community 

outreach and activities of social justice. He was prominent in the Civil 

Rights Movement, working with many community organizations and 

creating a local organization to advocate for the civil rights of black 

persons in the United States. At the time of Oliver Gibson’s appointment to the Second 

Methodist Episcopal Church of Beloit, congregational membership was recorded as 375, 

with 55 children in church school, 17 youth in church school, and 30 adults in church 

school.  Rev. Gibson was a dominant personality who apparently guided Second 

Methodist with a strong hand. Much is said about Rev. Gibson, good and bad. Some 

considered him to be a dictator who did as he pleased, dominating all administrative and 

financial decisions. But Rev. Gibson was also a well-regarded community leader and civil 

rights activist, whose work was held in high regard by civil rights leaders beyond the 

borders of Beloit, including the famed civil rights leader Rev. Dr. M.L. King. 

The congregation remained in the Pleasant street building until 1963, when under the 

leadership of Rev. Oliver Gibson, ground was broken on Shore Drive for a new church 

building. Bishop M.W. Claire Jr. attended the ground-breaking. In September of 1964, 

construction was completed, and the congregation moved into their new building. The 

congregation’s former church building was deeded to the contractor in partial payment of 

Rev. Oliver Gibson 
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the building contract. With the construction of this building, the congregation changed its 

name from Second Methodist Episcopal Church to Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church.  

In 1964 the Methodist Episcopal Church and Evangelical United Brethren Church merged 

to form the United Methodist Church. The merger resulted in the dissolution of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church’s Central Conference. Consequently, in 1964, the Lexington 

Conference was dissolved, and the Chicago area of the Lexington Conference became part 

of the North Central Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church. The Wesley Methodist 

Episcopal Church then became a part of the East Wisconsin Conference. 

Rev. Gibson, however, was opposed to the dissolution of the Lexington Conference and its 

incorporation into the East Wisconsin Conference, and had voted against the action. Many 

of Wesley Methodist’s members were also opposed to being incorporated into the East 

Wisconsin Conference. This caused considerable dissention among congregation 

members.  

This disagreement resulted in a congregational split and a number of Wesley Methodist 

Episcopal Church members under the leadership of Rev. Gibson withdrew from the 

United Methodist Church and the East Wisconsin Conference to form the Wesley 

Community Church. Bishop Alton of the East Wisconsin Conference made attempts to 

resolve the situation, but to no avail. Rev. Gibson accused the bishop of attempting to take 

the church property from its members and a number of the Wesley Community Church 

members agreed with Rev. Gibson. Since the situation proved irresolvable and Rev. Gibson 

was no longer compliant with United Methodist Church rules of order, he was placed on 

involuntary location by the East Wisconsin Annual Conference in 1965. 

After withdrawing from the United Methodist Church, the Wesley Community Church 

sought to affiliate with the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church (CME) denomination. 

The congregation was welcomed with open arms by Bishop Green of the denomination 

CME. However, approximately 100 members (25%) of the former Wesley Episcopal 

Church did not desire to join with the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church.  

Some historical reports concerning the withdrawal of Wesley Community Church from 

the East Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist Church indicate 75% of the 

church’s members remained in the East Wisconsin Conference. However, most historical 

reports consistently indicate about 100 members desired to remain in the East Wisconsin 

Conference and one report indicates 265 persons were removed from the rolls of the 
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church by charge conference action. Twenty-five per-percent thus seems the correct 

percentage of members who desired to remain in the East Wisconsin Conference. This 

percentage is supported also by current anecdotal evidence. 

To do what was best for the “long run” The East Wisconsin Conference approved the 

transfer of Wesley Community Church’s members and building to the Christian Methodist 

Episcopal Church along with its debt of approximately $160,000.00 (one report lists the 

mortgage as $103,000.00). On July 26, the East Wisconsin Conference officially separated 

the Wesley Community Church from the East Wisconsin Conference of the United 

Methodist Church and the congregation became affiliated with the Christian Methodist 

Episcopal Church (CMEC). As a result, with the exception of the parsonage at 1014 

Copeland Avenue (one report lists 2 parsonages), in 1965 the church building and its 

mortgage was transferred to the CMEC. 

As these events were occurring, Bishop Alton and the East Wisconsin Conference faced a 

dilemma concerning the approximately 100 members of the former Wesley Episcopal 

Methodist Church who refused to join the CMEC denomination. One burning question 

was whether the disenfranchised members should be merged into an existing “white” 

congregation or allowed to form a new church of its own. With the withdrawal of Wesley 

Community Church from the new United Methodist Church, no black United Methodist 

Church remained in Beloit. 

Because the all-black Central Jurisdiction had been dissolved in the denominational 

merger process as a racial integration initiative, integrating the members into an existing 

church seemed the most desirable option. However, the members of the former Wesley 

Methodist Episcopal Church desired to retain their ethnic distinctiveness, which would be 

threatened if the members were merged into a larger “white’ congregation.  

Initially three churches in Beloit were approached to consider the possibility of receiving 

the 100 disenfranchised members of Wesley Community Church. The First Methodist 

Church of Beloit extended an invitation which was rejected by the former Wesley 

Community Church members. Christ Methodist Church located across town also extended 

an invitation to join which was similarly rejected. Grace Methodist Church offered no 

invitation to join. 

On February 4, 1965, Bishop Ralph Alton met with Rev. Dr. Charles M. Sexton, a retired 

clergy of the Minnesota Conference, and his wife at the First United Methodist Church in 
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Beloit to discuss the current situation regarding the 

disenfranchised members of the former Wesley Methodist 

Episcopal Church. After the conversation, Bishop Alton appointed 

Rev. Sexton as interim pastor to the congregation with a charge to 

assist the congregation members in reorganizing themselves.  

Rev. Sexton and his wife lived in the parsonage and the 

congregation rented space in the W.B. Kennedy Masonic Temple 

on 1127 Eclipse Ave until a building could be secured. On June 26, 

1965 the reorganized ministry celebrated its first service of Holy 

Communion.  Efforts to reorganize the disenfranchised members 

gained momentum on July 26, 1965, when the East Wisconsin 

Annual Conference officially separated the Wesley Community 

Church from the United Methodist Church. As part of the reorganization effort, the Board 

of Trustees voted to incorporate the Wesley United Methodist Church into the East 

Wisconsin Annual Conference by an enabling act of the Quarterly Conference.  

Rev. William A. Riggs, superintendent of the Janesville District recommended that a new 

name be found for the former Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church congregation. A 

committee was then formed to select a name for the congregation and submit it for 

consideration on August 9, 1965. The committee was convened by Rev. Sexton on August 

1, 1965. The following Tuesday, August 3, 1965, at an Official Board meeting held in the 

church parsonage at 1014 Copeland Ave the name St. Matthias was chosen for the 

congregation.   

On August 9 at the Quarterly Conference convened by Rev. William A. Riggs, Mrs. Nancy 

Banks, secretary of the Wesley Methodist Official Board presented a record of the Official 

Board ballots and the Quarterly Conference adopted the name St. Matthias for 

congregation. On September 23, 1965, the certificate of incorporation of St. Matthias 

United Methodist Church of the East Wisconsin Conference was presented to the 

congregation and recorded with the with the Rock County Rock County Register of Deeds, 

Emmett W. Murphy.  On October 31, 1965, Jesse Neal was the first person to join the new 

congregation. The congregation searched for a suitable location to build a church building 

and eventually selected a 317’x275’ lot at Henderson and Cottage Avenues on the north 

edge of the Beloit’s black community.   

Rev.  Dr. Charles M. Sexton 
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Rev. McKinley Franklin was appointed part-time as pastor of the new St. Matthias United 

Methodist Church and part-time pastor of Christ United Methodist Church in 1966. 

During Rev. Franklin’s tenure, the congregation began planning for the construction of a 

new church building. On July 22, 1968 a contract for the erection of a “house chapel” at 

727 Henderson Avenue was signed. The building was to cost $14,000.00.  

The First UMC of Beloit gave a $500.00 donation towards construction of the building and 

a communion kit was donated to the church by the First United Methodist Church of 

Green Bay. Construction of the new church building was completed in 1968 and worship 

in the new building began soon afterward. Over the next few years, an MYF group was 

formed, the congregation organized a Woman’s Society of Christian Service and 

purchased an organ. A gift of $75.00 from the beautician’s society was used to establish a 

fund to purchase the organ. 

The next pastors were Lynn Kollath (1969-1970), the first “white” pastor to serve the 

congregation. He and his wife Vida were well liked by the congregation. Rev. Kollath was 

followed by Leroy Mielke (1970-1975) also “white”. Mrs. Sharon Mielke, the pastor’s wife, 

worked with the children’s choir and youth Sunday School.  

In 1970, the congregation burned the mortgage on their parsonage. The congregation 

celebrated 3 anniversaries in October of 1973: 1) 5 years in the church at 727 Henderson 

Ave, 2) 8 years re-organized as St. Matthias, 3) 56 years as a congregation that was 

organized in 1917. 

Rev. Ernest Lofton was appointed to St. Matthias United Methodist Church as pastor in 

1975 and served until 1978 with his wife Earline. During Rev. Lofton’s administration, the 

mortgage on the house-chapel was paid in full on November 8, 1977. A mortgage burning 

celebration held Sunday, March 5, 1978 was attended by Bishop Jesse R. Dewitt and 

District Superintendent Lloyd Foster.  

Mary Council-Austin (1978-1979) was the first female pastor of the church and also its 

first full-time pastor. She was a talented speaker and began a “puppets-on- wheels” 

ministry that involved children and youth doing programs in pantomime. Some 

performances were held in community locations such as the Carlyle Nursing Home.  Rev. 

Council-Austin was well liked by church and community. In 1979 she was honored by the 

Beloit Ministerial Alliance. In 1979, she was appointed as part of the Conference Staff. 
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Rev. Council-Austin was followed by Rev. Jodie Joiner in 1979. Rev. Joiner served the 

church until 1984 and was active in the Beloit community. Many community events and 

outreach programs were begun under the leadership of Rev. Joiner. Rev. Joiner organized 

a Black Methodist Pilgrimage that celebrated the history of the three black churches in 

Beloit: Wesley CME, Bethel AME and St. Matthias UMC. Each church was toured by people 

from many Beloit-area churches and its history given.  

Rev. Joiner also led the establishment of a literacy program and food distribution center 

for the needy. He also organized a “Youth Traveling Choir,” summer development 

program, and encouraged the involvement of congregation members in district 

conference and general conference levels, involved members in BMCR, led the purchase of 

a parsonage at 2540 Bootmaker drive, purchased the first church van, provided space for 

a neighborhood housing office in the church, and began plans to expand the church 

building. 

Rev. Mallothi Brown and wife Esmi were appointed to St. Matthias United Methodist 

Church in 1984. Rev. Brown was also appointed as part-time pastor of the Plymouth UMC. 

In November 1984, under the leadership of Rev. Brown, ground was broken to begin 

construction of an expansion of the “house chapel” so the building could become a 

“church.” The project was completed in 1985 and consecrated by Bishop David Lawson. 

The mortgage was paid in full in 1993.   

Written by: Rev. Lamarr V Gibson, PhD, DMin. 

(Next Time:  A Short History of Henderson Avenue UMC: Part 2 ) 

 

Groundbreaking for  St. Matthias,  January 1985 Rev. Mallothi Brown and congregants, 1986 
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Gems From the Archives 

Starting in the late nineteenth century, ministerial 

associations were an important part of the life of 

protestant clergy, including those in the United Methodist 

tradition. They served not only as a vital fraternal and 

spiritual renewal function, but also provided what would 

now be considered continuing education. Typically, these 

were held at the district level on an annual basis for two 

days. The clergy were assigned thirty minute slots to 

present a paper on a topic of choice, followed by 

discussion.  Within the printed programs for these 

gatherings we find that the clergy presentations were  

surprisingly diverse. While many topics where essentially 

Bible Study or studies in theology,  they also ranged well 

beyond these areas including: “Union of the Wisconsin Conferences”, “In Love with Our 

Job,” ”Our Reports and How to Improve Them,”  “New Forms of Unbelief and How to Meet 

Them,”  “The Y.W.C.A. –The Psychology of Girls’ Religion,” “The Revelations of Our 

Conference Minutes” and “A Modern Hospital and its Work,”  just to name a few. 

Unfortunately, while the titles of the talks have survived we know little of what was 

actually spoken in these gatherings. One exception is a paper presented by the Rev. 

William J. James that was read at the La Crosse Ministerial Meeting in May of 1910, 

entitled “Problems of the Country Church.” The Rev. James was a member of the West 

Wisconsin Methodist Historical Society and his paper was included in the material that 

the society deposited at the Wisconsin State Historical Library in 1960.  Fortunately, that 

material was returned to our Archives in 2010. At sixteen pages,  the Rev. James’ talk is 

much too long to reprint in its entirety , but we thought it would be interesting to present 

an overview  of what he covered. 

The Rev. James breaks “The Problems with Country Churches” into the five segments—

the change in population, finances, conservatism, the multiplicity of churches, and young 

people. As for emigration and immigration, the Rev. James observed the problem of 

District Ministerial Associations 

1912 Program: Madison District  
Ministerial Association Meeting 
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farmers renting their farms and moving into town. 

“The towns contain hundreds of retired farmers. The 

farms are rented for the most part to foreigners. 

Many a flourishing circuit of our father’s time is now 

the home of a population largely Roman Catholic or 

Lutheran. They are as much a foreign mission field as 

they would be if located across the water.” The  Rev. 

James did conclude this section with optimism 

stating that “while seventy five percent of the population of Wisconsin is foreign only 

twenty five percent is foreign born. The tide is toward the English speaking churches. We 

must take advantage of it.” The Rev. James then went on to the matter of the multiplicity 

of churches. He bemoaned the fact the “in a little community hardly able to support one 

church well that we should find three or four in a dying condition, kept alive chiefly by the 

friction created by rubbing one against another.”  He posed the question: “Do we think 

more of denominationalism than we do of the glory of God?” He ended by calling on 

District Superintendents “not to allow our desire for organization to run ahead of our 

discretion.” 

The Rev. James then moved on to finances. Looking at the 43 churches in his district he 

states that the average salary of pastors serving the poorest 22 churches is $429 per year. 

Even in 1910, this was one “siege of sickness or other misfortune” away from destitution. 

He quoted a country pastor’s wife as saying, “I suppose a country preacher has no 

business to have children, but we have them, and we can’t kill them, so we must do the 

best we can.” On top of that, the Rev. James reported that country folk often believe their 

preacher “should be an able farmer, a graduate of an agricultural school, able to lead his 

people in agricultural matters as well as in spiritual.” The Rev. James refuted this, 

stipulating that a preacher “should be a man of one work” and goes on that “one of the 

things that is now hindering the advance of the kingdom in many places is the fact that 

the pastor is dabbling in real estate, or insurance, or something else rather than serving 

the charge to which he is appointed.” 

Next, was the subject of conservatism. The Rev. James defined conservatism as a 

“stubborn unwillingness to sanction any new method and acts as an effectual bar to 

progress. It is the old fogyism that is supreme in many a church board.” He deplored that 

“in some localities the leadership has fallen into the hands of a clique of self-satisfied, 

narrow-minded, bigoted folk who break the spirit of the ambitious pastor.” While the 

The Rev. William J. James 
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“average farmer is not content without the latest and best machinery, and now and then 

his wife secures modern appliances for her realm, but when it comes to church work he 

is governed by the old camp-meeting refrain: 

    It was good enough for father, 
      It was good enough for mother, 

    And it’s good enough for me. 
 

The Rev. James saw the only hope as “judicious wielding of the ax and displacing of the 

obstructionists as soon as possible. Our only hope lies in getting the young people to use 

different ideas.” 

With that  the Rev. James went on to address “the problem of how to utilize our young 

people in the work of building up righteousness.”  He stated that “the church has not been 

giving them any attention and so now when we need them we can’t find them.” Part of the 

problem was that “our churches are closed six days a week except during the hour of the 

prayer-service and this is no longer common.” Seeing how, “the saloon and cross-roads 

stores are open seven days in the week,” the Rev. James proposed what he called “a 

radical solution.” “If the country church would turn its prayer-meeting room into a 

gymnasium and reading room open every evening in the week, more real good would be 

accomplished than by the drowsy prayers of the saints.” In the end, he stated that “in this 

way the country church could save itself by saving its young people.” 

The Rev. James then made a proposal the he said was “more revolutionary than anything 

yet said.” Basically,  the Rev. James argued for abandoning preaching points outside “the 

village.” After all, the farmers’ teams line the street on market days and to “attend 

lectures and entertainments.” Why not church?  The Rev. James concern was that “the 

pastor does not stay long enough [at the country churches] to become closely allied with 

the people. He is a sort of itinerant peddler of gospel wares and finds it well-nigh 

impossible to grapple with a half-dozen different sets of conditions in as many places.”  

The Rev. James concludes by stating the need for “broad-gauge, thoroughly-trained, 

heroic men” to provide leadership. Unfortunately, for the typical young man given a rural 

charge, “his one idea is to serve his time and get out. And we cannot much blame him 

when we think of the long cold drives and lack of financial and moral support.” We have 

no record of the response from the pastors following his talk. But we can imagine that it 

was vigorous. 
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This issue we continue our series on Wisconsin church 

published cookbooks  collected by the Archives.  This time it’s 

a cookbook published by the “Young Ladies of the First 

German M.E. Church of Milwaukee.”  Also known as the 

Highland Avenue Church, this was the largest German M.E. 

church in Wisconsin. The cook book is not dated, but  the fact 

that it is in English means that it was probably published 

after WWI, when the German language was largely 

abandoned, and before the early 1930s when the German 

M.E. churches in Wisconsin were merged into the English-

speaking Conferences. The book is notable for the lack of  an 

ingredient list with any of the recipes. It also is surprising 

how little “German” recipes there are in the collection. While 

there are recipes for  chicken fricassee, English toast and 

macaroni and cheese, recipes that include sausage, 

sauerkraut,  or spa tzle are missing.   Below, are included two 

exceptions to this lack of homage to the Vaterland,  sour 

braten and a traditional German Christmas cookie, honig 

kebkuchen.   

Gems From the Archives–(continued) 

Milwaukee First German M.E. 
cookbook.  
Undated. 

Recipe for Honig-Lebkuchen Recipe for Sour Braten 

Local Church Cookbooks 
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The following is an excerpt from the Historian’s Report to the 1952 Wisconsin Conference 

of Evangelical United Brethren Church.  Rev. Herman Block, the Conference Historian, 

wished that  “Christian work in Badger Village during the post-war years” be placed in 

the record and so asked Rev.  Erling W. Peterson  to give an account.  This is an edited 

version of that  story. 

“Badger Christian Fellowship” was a war-time child of the Wisconsin Council of Churches 

and was conducted among the workers in what was then the world’s largest ammunition 

plant.  Located at the foot of the Baraboo Bluffs outside of Sauk City, it was home to 4,000 

workers during WWII.  After the war, it became a ghost town until the post-war boom of 

married students hit the University of Wisconsin, 35 miles away. Badger Village was 

selected as the site for housing married veteran students and buses were secured to bring 

them to the university each day. By the fall of 1946 about 350 students were living in 

Badger Village. The Wisconsin Council for Churches sought a full-time pastor for the 

Fellowship and the Rev. Erling W. Peterson the EUB Church was secured.  

The Rev. Peterson states that in the Fall of 1946, the Fellowship consisted of a choir of 7 

voices, a congregation of 20 families, a room unpainted since its construction as a school 

building, a bare stage with a bare table, a pulpit from an old Methodist Church in the 

Gems From the Archives– continued 

Badger Village 

The Capital Times, May 23, 1948 
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powder plant area and a cross.  In the 4 years and 9 months of the Fellowship the choir 

grew to the average of 12 per Sunday with 26 singing in concerts which were given three 

times a year,. The congregation increased to a high of 260 families. The room was painted 

twice, and decorated with draperies and the table covered with an altar cloth and backed 

with a dossal cloth that reach to the ceiling. The Sunday school reached a high of 120, 

with the nursery class always the largest. The women’s group functioned for the entire 

period with 25 to 40 women active in its program. 

The husbands were working on various 

degrees, from a B.A. to a Ph.D. or M.D., and 

the wives were mostly working to make the 

wall-board barracks homelike. Both were 

eminently successful. The students came 

from every state in the Union and several 

from foreign countries. Many of the wives 

were overseas brides, especially from 

England.  

Having a congregation that consisted entirely of students had challenges. There were 

continual coming and going within the congregation. During its existence, the Fellowship 

had 12 Sunday Day school superintendents; 6 choir directors and 12 pianists and 

organists. In one year there were 3 chairmen of the Official Board.  In addition, the church 

program had to be geared to fit the students’ study schedule. Programs were never 

scheduled during exam periods.   Social events were held about once a month with pot-

luck suppers being especially popular.  And yet the fellowship thrived. Peterson estimated 

that over 1,000 souls were involved during its lifetime.  

In summary, Peterson stated that, “during the almost 5 years we were at Badger Village 

about 400 worship services  were conducted, 87 babies baptized, 4 weddings and 1 

funeral solemnized. Figures can not give the true picture however. The Fellowship was 

unique, young married couples from all over the country, representing every 

denomination from Free Methodist to high Episcopalian, yet finding in Christ and his 

Church a oneness that bound them to one another in loyalty and service. We thank God 

for the blessing and guidance in my  years at Badger Village.” 

Submitted by Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian 

Badger Village, Community Center 
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The Commission on Archives and History is saddened to 

announce that our longest term volunteer, Bob 

Gruetzmacher, passed away in late December, 2019.  Bob 

began his volunteer work in the Archives in 1989 and 

continued up until a few months before his passing.  He 

was born in 1929 and was a long-term member of the Sun 

Prairie United Methodist Church.   

Mary Schroeder, our Conference Archivist at the time, 

tapped him for help with the Archives computer work.  It 

soon became apparent to both Bob and Mary that two of 

the most common requests to the Archives were also ones 

that required a time-consuming process of digging 

through historic journals.  Mary was regularly asked two 

questions: Can I get a list of churches served by a 

particular pastor? And, can I get a list of all the pastors who served a particular 

church?  In each case, in order to answer the question, Mary would have to consult 

yearbook by yearbook to order to get an answer to the question—a time-consuming 

task.  Especially in the case of churches with a 175-year history!  

As Mary and Bob discussed this issue, they came up with an idea. If you could enter the 

data concerning appointments from our Conferences yearbooks into a searchable 

database, you would be able to save a great deal of time in answering these two 

common research questions.  So Bob began a project whereby he entered the 

appointment data from Conference yearbooks into an Access database that was then 

searchable by either individual pastor or church.  This was not a quick project.  He 

began in 1989 and by 2019 he had entered data back to 1903.  This was a tremendous 

contribution that gives all of us access to data for more than 100 years in our Archives 

Appointment Archive, which is also available for all to use on our Conference website at 

www.wisconsinumc.org/appointment-archive  

Bob Gruetzmacher 

(1929-2019) 

Bob Gruetzmacher 
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This database has long been the number one hit on the Conference website, and it one 

used by us in the Archives on a daily basis.  We can now answer many of these questions 

in the matter of minutes, instead of hours of research. We cannot thank Bob enough for 

this extremely significant contribution to our Conference Archives and its work. We are 

one of the few Conferences to have such a searchable database regarding appointments, 

and it is all thanks to the work of Bob.  

We will miss Bob’s regular presence in the Archives, but do plan to continue his work.  We 

hope to have other volunteers continue to work on the data entry regarding 

appointments, continuing back for the years before 1903, until our database is completed 

for all years in our Conferences histories.  

 Bob set a high standard for work in the Archives, and was the 

first of the many regular volunteers the Archives has been 

blessed with over the years.  They have made, and continue to 

make significant contributions to the Archives. From those 

that volunteer regularly and come in once a week to those 

who help on a more varied schedule, the work of the Archives 

has been significantly advanced by the contributions of Bob, 

Wil, Velma, Edward, Chris, Cindy, Jim, Sandy, Lynn, 

Jeremy, Barbara, Jeff, and Jean.  

 A thank you to all of them, and especially to Bob, who led the 

way.  We will miss him.  

 

Interface for current appointment database 

 

Pastor files at the Archives 
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The Lois C. Olsen Ministry of Memory Award is presented 

at Annual Conference each year to recognize and 

encourage excellence in archival and historical work in 

our local churches and our Annual Conference.  Lois was 

the driving force behind the collection of so many local 

church histories, records, and stories from our Wisconsin 

Conference. The award named in her honor is meant to 

identify and inspire those Wisconsin United Methodists, 

especially at the level of the local church, who through 

their efforts have made significant contributions to the 

preservation of the records and stories that define us as a 

faith community.  

 

The Commission on Archives and History is pleased to announce that the 2020 awardee 

is Linda Beier, church historian for Immanuel United Methodist Church and Salem United 

Methodist Church, both of Norwalk, WI.  

Linda has done an outstanding job as church historian in Norwalk for the past ten years, 

building on a tradition started by Doris Young.  But Linda has worked to expand the 

ministry of memory in her churches by emphasizing the stories, both past and present, 

that define those churches--in the church newsletter that she also edits.  Thanks to her 

dedication, the special story and history of these churches is being saved and promoted. 

As Linda herself summarized it: “These churches have a long history of serving this area 

of Wisconsin in spiritual needs. Their love of God, their service to God is so evident, not 

only in the buildings they built, but in the works that they do.  The people have shown 

this by being very present in many community activities in Norwalk and the surrounding 

area.”  

Linda also prepared a celebration of the past efforts of the women of these churches who 

were active in the UMW and earlier predecessor women’s organizations.  After organizing 

years of minutes from these groups, she was able to present a story of the congregation 

Lois Olsen Ministry of Memory Award Winner 2020 

Linda Beier 

Linda  Beier 
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and its activities, dating back to the 1920s, and 

highlight the role of many individuals as 

well.  Linda shared this story, and the broader 

history of the Norwalk churches with our 

Conference, in the Commission’s 

publication Flashbacks.  

This award was particularly meaningful to 

Linda, because it built on another connection 

with Lois Olsen.  Lois lived for some time in 

Norwalk, and was part of the Emmanuel 

Church, when her father, the Rev. Clifford 

Olsen, was pastor of that church.  Lois and 

Linda later met at the Commission on Archives 

and History Archives Retreat.  

Linda has been active for many years in a host 

of different church committees and teams.  But 

her role as church historian is one that stands 

out, and the Commission is very happy 

to honor her faithful work with this award.  

Salem UMC, Norwalk 

Postcard: Emmanuel UMC, Norwalk 
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They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 
(Peter Reymond Scholtes, 1938-2006) 

 

. 

Peter Scholtes was born in Evanston, and grew up in Oak Park, 

IL. He attended Catholic schools and eventually  became a 

Catholic priest.  In 1966, he was serving at St. Brendan’s parish 

on the South Side of Chicago when he could not find a suitable 

song to accompany a series of ecumenical and interracial events 

for which the youth choir he led was to sing.  In less than a day, 

he wrote “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love.”  It was 

originally published in “Hymnal for Young Christians” (1966). At 

the time he had no idea the song would go on to become one the 

great anthems that connected the Church to the societal 

upheaval of the decade. It was composed in a vernacular-folk 

style and quickly reached beyond its Catholic origin. It soon 

became part of the fabric of what was called the 1960s Jesus 

movement  and linked the faith stories of young people disillusioned with the landscape 

of American culture.  By 1969, it had such influence that it was included in the service 

celebrating the creation of Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist Church held at 

the Lawrence University Chapel in Appleton. Immediately after the declaration of union, 

the Bishop and Superintendents proceeded out of the chapel to express their unity as 

those gathered sang Scholtes’s hymn.   

 

Later, Scholtes would leave the priesthood, marry, and moved to Madison, WI where he 

became successful as an author and international consultant to businesses around issues 

of leadership  and promotion of employees' talents.  However, it is doubtful that any 

single day in his life bore as much impact as the day he wrote this hymn. 

 

If there’s a hymn whose “story” you’d like to know, send a request and we will  publish it in a 

subsequent issue of Flashbacks.  Archives@wisconsinumc.org 

HYMN STORIES 

Peter Scholtes 

1938-2009 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO FLASHBACKS: 

 Emailed subscriptions :  FREE!! Send us your email to get on our mailing  list. 

 Mailed subscriptions: $ 15.00/year—due annually by December 31. 

 

LOCAL CHURCH HISTORIES REQUEST: Please send us information 

about  your local church history or special anniversary for preservation in the 

Archives and for publication in the next issue of  Flashbacks.  We will also 

print announcements of special services planned, or recently held by your 

church.  And please contact the Archives if we can help with compiling your 

church  history or with celebrating an anniversary.  We are happy to help! 

 

HOW IS YOUR CHURCH ADAPTING TO COVID-19: The Archives is 

interested in collecting material on how the churches of the Wisconsin UMC 

Annual Conference are adapting their ministry to meet the challenges of the 

pandemic. If your congregation has stories of  how they continued their 

spiritual care since March of 2020, the Archives would like to hear from you.  

Please send your submissions to archives@wisconsinumc.org. 

 

BELOIT-HENDERSON AVENUE MINISTRY:  Be sure to watch for our 

next issue for Flashbacks where the Rev. Lamarr Gibson’s history will be 

continued.  

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS &  NEWS 
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Flashbacks is a publication of the Wisconsin 
 Conference Commission on Archives and History 

 
Flashbacks Editorial Board: 

Jim Droste,  Wil Bloy, Sandy Kintner, Lynn Lubkeman 

Contact the Archives at:   

608-837-7328; archives@wisconsinumc.org 

Donations to help sustain the publication 
of Flashbacks are always appreciated.  


