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REMEMBER OUR SWEDISH
HERITAGE

HERITAGE TOUR

The annual heritage tour has a long tradition
in the Wisconsin Conference. The site of this
year's tour is in the western side of the state
and will feature the sites of two former camp
meetings, two Swedish Methodist churches
and a visit to the site of one of Wisconsin's
noted authors.

FRIDAY. OCTOBER 2

Check in at the Cobblestone Inn and Suites
in Durand. Phone number is 1-715-672-5055.
Mention you are with the United Methodist
Conference History and Archives Committee
and the rate is $89.95

Dinner will be provided by Pastor Bruce Gar-
dow and served at the Durand United Meth-
odist Church.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3

8:00 Gather at the Church for breakfast

9:00 Depart for Tour:
Site of the Bear Creek Tent Meetings
Arkansaw United Methodist Church

Site of the Dead Prairie Tent Meetings
Little Plum Swedish Methodist Church and

Cemetery
Laura Ingalls Wilder Birth Site

Lund Swedish Methodist Church and
Cemetery

Lunch at Pepin UMC
Pepin Tale of Woe

Back to Durand
Departure

In 1877, when the Swedish Northwest
Conference (M.E.) was organized at
Galesburg, Illinois, there were five ap-
pointments in Wisconsin. One of these
was the Lund Circuit. In 1893, this
branch of Methodist fellowship numbered
19 congregations in Wisconsin (Blake,
p.128)

LOCAL CHURCH HISTORIAN'S
GUIDE

JUST WHAT THE HISTORIAN NEEDS!!

The Wisconsin Commission on Ar-
chives and History has just published a new
guide for local church historians. It contains
information that we've needed for a long
time. It can be obtained in two ways.

It can be downloaded on your com-
puter at www.wisconsinumc.org/archives.

It can be ordered from the Archives at
750 Windsor Street, P. 0. Box 620, Sun Prai-
rie, WI 53590-0620.

Information is given on the duties of
the local church historian and also gives in-
formation about the Commission and about
the Museum. There are lists of names, ad-
dresses and telephone numbers.
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Many thanks to The Conference Archivist,
Lynn Lubkeman and the Research Archivist,
Mary Schroeder, for their work in preparing
the material.

ENDLESS LINE OF
SPLENDOR

The Museum Committee of the Wis-
consin Conference Commission on Archives
and History is pleased to announce The
Grand Opening of the new exhibit
"ENDLESS LINE OF SPLENDOR"

a remembrance and celebration of the many
missionaries who have gone out from the
churches in Wisconsin United Methodism
and its predecessor bodies in the last 125
years.

The opening is on Saturday, Sep-
tember 19, 2009 at the museum building on
the grounds of Memorial UMC, 3450 S. 52nd
Street in Greenfield. The Museum building
will open at 9:00. The opening ceremony will
take place at 10:30 featuring three former
missionaries: Lois Olsen, Sierra Leone; Flor-
ence Norton, Florida; and Andy Oren, VIM.

There are more than 50 posted biog-
raphies and photographs, lots of artifacts
from around the U.S. and around the world
with many interesting older and newer photo-
graphs.

A "Cost" luncheon will follow the
ceremony . The Museum building will remain
open until 3:00.

We invite you to attend, spread the
invitation around and bring lots of friends with
you!

Please address questions, com-
ments, suggestions to Ken Gelhaus, 608/
231-2471 or kgelh@aol.com .

HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS

The Southeastern Jurisdictional His-
torical Society and the Historical Society of
the United Methodist Church held their an

annual meetings from June 29, through July
2, 2009 at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina .
The Historical Society was celebrating its
twentieth anniversary. Since the Lake
Junaluska camp grounds are also the site of
both the offices of the World Methodist
Council and the World Methodist Museum,
both of these institutions were included in the
week's events.

On the evening of June 29, Dr.
George Freeman described the work of the
World Methodist Council. He is the elected
General Secretary of the Council. The mem-
bers of the Council are 73 Methodist denomi-
nations in 132 countries. The Council was
formed in 1881 in England but in 1956, the
international headquarters moved to Lake
Junaluska. The Council meets every five
years. The most recent meeting was in 2008
in Durban, South Africa..

On Tuesday. Dr. Robert Sledge, the
first president of the United Methodist Histori-
cal Society, gave a presentation titled "'Till
Charity Weeps'; 1844 Revisited" Dr. Sledge
gave a detailed description of the division of
the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1844 into
the Northern Church and the Southern
Church over the issue of slavery. He dis-
cussed some major events occurring in the
United States at the time. The separation
was bitter and acrimonious with serious ver-
bal attacks on both sides. Although there
was a single event that precipitated the sepa-
ration it only signified the broad disagreement
between the two organizations. Bishop An-
drew owned slaves and refused to free them.
The division followed. Dr. Sledge used a quo-
tation "It was a confrontation had to happen."

Several workshops were presented. I
attended one on the history of the Gulfport
Assembly, the Methodist Campground in
Mississippi that was totally destroyed by Ka-
trina. There is an effort to rebuild the camp
grounds. Another workshop gave sugges-
tions for the local church historian.

The World Methodist Museum was
built in 1956 and contains the story of
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world wide Methodism. Stained glass win-
dows depicting Jesus Christ and the founder
of Methodism, John Wesley, adorn the mu-
seum. The Museum also features portraits
of Methodism's' earliest founders as well as
rare books, manuscripts, and autographs
pertaining to the history. It prominently dis-
plays John Wesley's preaching pulpit which
the museum received from England. The
museum houses the largest collection of
Methodist history, artifacts and memorabilia
in the United States.

The anniversary banquet was held on
July 1. Several awards were made including
the Saddle Bag Book Award.

Dr. Charles Yrigoyen Jr, the General
Secretary Emeritus of the General Commis-
sion on Archives and History, presented the
history of the Historical Society. He has also
written a book on the forty year history of the
United Methodist Church.

The meeting closed on July 2, with a
worship and Holy Communion led by Bishop
Larry Goodpaster, Resident Bishop of the
Western North Carolina Conference.

Lake Junaluska is an interesting and
beautiful place, nestled in the Great Smoky
Mountains of Western North Carolina. The
Plans of the Methodist Conference Assembly
here were laid in 1908. The first conference
was held in July, 1913, Until 1929, it was
known as the Southern Assembly. The major
conference buildings have been erected
around the lake but numerous family dwell-
ings occupy the surrounding hills.

In addition to the World Methodist
Museum, the headquarters of the World
Methodist Council Offices are on the
grounds. On the outside, this building is an
exact replica of the Epworth Old Rectory in
England where John Wesley lived as a boy.

NORTH CENTRAL JURISDIC-
TIONAL CONVOCATION

Written by Judy Vasby
Welcome! The Illinois Great Rivers

Conference (IRGC) is happy to have you
here! This is the greeting for those who at-
tended the North Central Jurisdiction's His-
torical Society Annual Meeting and Convoca-
tion, July 6-9, at Jacksonville, Illinois (near
Springfield). The theme was "Commemorat-
ing 200 Years of Lincoln, Religion and Cul-
ture."

Our home base was MacMurray Col-
lege in Jacksonville. Originally called "the
Illinois Female Academy," MacMurray was
founded by the Methodists in the mid 1880's.
Over time it became a liberal arts college ac-
cepting both men and women students and
now has a nursing school and special edu-
cation training in teaching students who are
deaf as well as degrees in coaching and
criminal justice and others. It is named after
a benefactor who provided many of the build-
ings.

Approximately 35 persons attended
the gathering, coming from every conference
in the jurisdiction. Judy Vasby and Bob
Gruetzmacher represented Wisconsin.

The convocation opened on Monday
night with a meal at Centenary UMC, a few
blocks off campus. Worship was led by the
Rev. John Woodruff in a sanctuary that was
enhanced by stained glass windows and
wood cuts that looked like fine paper cut-outs
on the walls behind the altar.

The speaker for the evening was Dr.
Jennifer Woodruff Tait, daughter of pastor
John. She traced the history of how the
(United) Methodists moved from communion
using wine to communion using only grape
juice. Simply put, wine symbolized the purity
of Christ, but when people began to realize
that it caused drunkenness, just as hard liq-
uor did, they decided that there was a cer-
tain "impurity" that resulted from its use. Also,
frequently, wine was poorly made, particular-
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ly, the more "affordable" wine used in church
services. This further indicated an impurity
attached to what should be a pure beverage.
Then, the Welch family came on the scene
with their high quality juice, and the rest is
history, Communion could be taken using
the pure fruit of the vine, and thus, uphold the
tradition that Jesus started, of using a grape-
based beverage, as well as avoiding alcohol,
which was known to intoxicate.

Tuesday was a travel day. We began
with devotions led by the Rev. Randy Robin-
son at Thoreson Recital Hall in the College.
He included information on Peter Cartwright
(1785-1872) who was a traveling preacher for
65 years, a delegate to 12 General Confer-
ences, a representative to the Illinois State
Legislature (at onetime defeating Abraham
Lincoln), a family man, and instrumental in
founding three colleges, though he was not
formally educated himself. Rev. Cartwright
was a large man and strong. He once beat
up a bar owner who wanted him to stop
preaching and pulling people away from
drinking at his establishment. Peter sang all
the while he was fighting and had the man
converted by the third verse of "All Hail the
Power of Jesus Name." Rev. Robinson led
us in the singing that hymn for our closing,
and we sang with gusto,

Then our group traveled by bus to see
historical homes in Jacksonville. We saw the
home of Benjamin Grierson, who helped
General Grant capture Vicksburg. He wrote
music, some of which was used in Lincoln's
first presidential campaign. Next was the
mansion of Governor Duncan. Lincoln voted
for him and later asked for his advice while
president. The James Jaquess house was
right behind the Centenary UMC. He was a
president of MacMurray College and served
as a secret agent for Lincoln, using his
knowledge of chemistry to sabotage South-
ern bombs during the Civil War.

The next stop was at Woodlawn
Farm, an underground railroad site. Michael
Huffaker employed four free African=Ameri-
can families who lived on the property.

People were used to seeing blacks working
on the farm and didn't suspect that this was a
safe house for "freedom seekers".

For lunch we visited Peter Cartwright
UMC at Pleasant Plains, Illinois. It was
founded in 1824 by Rev. Cartwright. We
were served a "period" lunch consisting of
Brunswick stew, corn bread, garden salad,
tea, and an assortment of cakes. There was
a small museum just off the sanctuary.

We spent the afternoon at Springfield,
where our first stop was the Lincoln tomb at
Oakridge Cemetery. A side attraction was the
statue of Mattie, the tallest one in the sur-
rounding cemetery. It was erected by her
friends who wanted her to be able to look
down on Springfield as a restitution for the
time when the residents of Springfield looked
down on her. She was considered a woman
of ill repute, because she had run off with
Methodist pastor who was starting a "love"
colony.

The Lincoln Museum in downtown
Springfield holds exhibits of Lincoln's boy-
hood cabin, his years as lawyer and state
politician, his campaign for the presidency,
Mary Lincoln's dresses and china, the Civil
War years, and his death. Besides traditional
displays, there are multi-screen movies with
holograms, one about Lincoln's life and one
about "Ghosts" (historical artifacts) in the li-
brary (Archives). I was impressed about how
similar political campaigns were then and
now. In the Hall of Cartoons, I read one
where Lincoln was being carried on a "rail"
into an insane asylum, because of his "crazy"
idea of freeing slaves. Behind him were many
people trying to follow him in. They had bal-
loons over their heads indicating the social
views they held. One balloon wanted Lincoln
to "take property from the wealthy and give it
to the rest of us."

We spent our evening at Sugar Creek
UMC near Chatham, Illinois. It is a new
church out in the country next door to the
United Methodist Midwest Distribution Cen-
ter. After a meal prepared by "The Chefs of
Sugar Creek" we heard a presentation by
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Linda Isbell, archivist at McKendree College,
who spoke about the role of chaplains in the
Civil War. They wore plain black frock coats
and black army hats. This plain, drab ap-
pearance was intended to set them apart
from the fighting soldiers in order to protect
them from being shot. But by the end of the
war, those clothes had worn out, so they
used regular army uniforms. Aside from pro-
viding churches services and spiritual coun-
sel, these men (and one woman- Mrs. Ella S.
Gibson Hobart from Wisconsin) had many
diverse duties. They carried mail for soldiers
who went into battle, leaving farewell notes to
loved ones. They formed temperance socie-
ties, drove ambulances, and were bankers,
holding money to be sent back to soldiers'
families. Sometimes, they filled in as infantry
when soldiers fell during battle. Three chap-
lains won medals of honor, one of them from
Illinois.

Wednesday was meeting day, Activity
reports were given from each conference.
Judy Vasby delivered the report on which
she and Bob Gruetzmacher had conferred.
Many people wanted to know details about
Bob's computer program for posting online
each pastor's years and places of service.
General business was considered and com-
mittees were appointed. Last year, Judy was
elected member-at-large for the Jurisdiction
Archives and History Commission, term last-
ing four years.

Dr. Robert Williams, General Archivist
and General Secretary of the Commission
on Archives and History gave a report about
what is happening in the country. He said
that an African American Methodist Heritage
Center is forming and that conferences need
to continue to build links with historians in
black churches. He spoke about doing ar-
chival work in the digital age. He said that
microfilming is better preservation than rely-
ing on only the original documents. The
General Archives is hoping to buy a book
scanner (cost $20,000) in order to be able to
make documents and books available online.
General Conference has named four areas of

focus- congregational development(creating
new places of worship), the ministry of the
people, global health, and the poor. Confer-
ence Commissions are to find ways to sup-
port the work by telling stories of what their
conference has done in each of these areas.
Conference chairs will be invited to at Gen-
eral CAH meeting, travel being paid for them,
with time set aside to focus just on confer-
ence issues.

Rev. Daniel Swinson reported on the
meeting of the General Historical Society at
Lake Junaluska in June. He announced that
our own Lois Olsen was presented the Minis-
try of Memory Award and that Jm Morris,
chair of our Jurisdiction introduced her. He
reported that he was elected President and
Jim Morris, Vice-President of that group.
Next year, the meeting will be held in Seattle,
Washington.

The afternoon ended with a memorial
service remembering those active in histori-
cal work in each conference. Some of those
remembered were Marilyn Woodruff of Illinois
Great Rivers, John Witmer of Iowa, Rev. Ron
Fassette of West Michigan and Eleanor Pe-
terson of West Ohio.

The day concluded with a special din-
ner at Hamilton's Banquet Center in down-
town Jacksonville. Guest speaker was Dr.
Pat Burnette who presented information
about the Rev. James Jaquess-MacMurray
college president, Civil War Captain and Lin-
coln's spy.

Thursday morning started with devo-
tions by the Rev. Jonathan Dixon of Riverton
UMC. Speaking on Hebrews 11:1-2. he chal-
lenged us with a page from the diary of Rev.
Elihu Springer who was appointed to the Mil-
ford circuit in 1839. He brought his family to
live in an old log school house that had been
occupied by swine, which he fixed up mod-
estly. He reported that his family lived there
during the year, "suffering comfort." Rev.
Spring had 17 charges to visit in two weeks
and traveled about 4000 miles per year. His
churches gained 69 members. Rev, Dixon
concluded that nowadays, we suffer far too
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much comfort and are ineffective evangeliz-
ers. Concluding the devotional time was a
short concert of Negro spirituals sung by Joel
Tinsley, an Africa-American student at
MacMurray College.

The final presentation was given by
Paul Black. It was about the "Trial of Rev.
Arthur Bradshaw" during the "red hot" sum-
mer of 1864. It as a story of the danger that
occurs when politics informs our faith, rather
than the other way around. The issue was
slavery, and the heated discussions and
sermons at the time led to the eventual split
of the Methodist Church. Some pastors and
parishioners believed that the church should
stay neutral in politics and should not preach
strongly for or against issues. Retired Rev.
Bradshaw gave a fiery sermon against slav-
ery in which he prayed for the destruction of
the "enemies," those who supported slavery.
A Rev. Heiner took issue with this strong
death wish, favoring the approach of soften-
ing the hearts and enlightening the minds of
those in rebellion. Several exchanges oc-
curred, until a church member finally
pressed charges to the church court against
Bradshaw for falsely accusing Heiner of be-
ing anti-war. The case was dismissed and
Heiner, then, quit, and moved to Kentucky.
Our speaker concluded that the church loses
its prophetic voice when it lets politics inform
faith. He said that we need to consider Lin-
coln who was not so much concerned that
God was on the Union's side as that the Un-
ion was on God's side.

The convocation concluded with
prayer at 10:30 a.m. The next Jurisdictional
CAH Convocation will be held July 5-8, 2010
at Adrian College in Adrian, Michigan

CONCORD
1859-2009

Concord Methodist Church was
started as part of the Oconomowoc Mission
established in the summer of 1859. It was a
branch of the Watertown Charge and was
supplied by Pastor W. Pfaffle. The following

year, in 1860, it became a separate charge.
Meetings were held in the homes of the
members and later in the old Concord Town-
House. The first quarterly conference was
held at the home of the Monterey pastor on
December 22, 1860.

A congregational meeting was held in
the Town House on January 1, 1875, and the
decision was made to build a church. The
dimensions of the first structure were to be
30 feet by 46 feet by 18 feet high. The origi-
nal plans were for a frame building but later
the members decided to use brick. The
steeple was to be 40 by 45 feet high.

Land for the church site and the ad-
joining cemetery was donated. The total
cost of the building was $2162.48. All but
$397.53 was paid at the building's completion
later that year. No record can be found of the
dedication day but the first congregational
service with about eighty members present
was held in new church on September 21,
1875.

A tragedy struck the church building
on about mid-May, 1815. A fire destroyed the
stately building during an electrical storm.
Immediate steps were taken to rebuild the
church. Another brick structure was the deci-
sion, thus being able to utilize some of the
old bricks. A small piece of metal is all that
remains of the bell. It was found in the ruins,
melted from the heat of the fire. The build-
ing was modeled after the Pleasant Valley
Methodist Church (southeastern Jefferson
County) with a furnace and fuel room in the
basement. The new building was built at the
cost of $4,702.12. In January, 1916, with
about sixty members present, it was dedi-
cated debt free.

In 1929. with the Rev.. Woehi's guid-
ance, the Epworth League started plans to
enlarge the basement with the help of the
men of the church. The WSCS (Women's
Society of Christian Service) gave financial
aid. Early in 1937, excavation was begun
and all labor was donated by the men of the
church. (It should be noted that Howard
Buske remembered helping to dig out the
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basement with the use of horses and a
scoop. He would have been about 12 years
old).

During this time, Concord, Sullivan
and the Oconmowoc Lake Street Church
were served by one pastor. When the Rev.
Wallace E. Newman left in May 1947, the
Oconomowoc Lake Street Church was dis-
banded. Sullivan joined a different charge
and Concord was served with the Methodist
Church in Watertown . This arrangement con-
tinued until June 1957. The congregation
then joined with Johnson Creek and this af-
filiation lasted until 1999.

Numerous gifts and improvements
have been made through the years. One is
a painting hanging in the altar area - Jesus
praying in the Garden of Gethsemane- which
has a history. It is believed to be a gift of
the artist, a German artist by the name of H.
Meyer, and was presented to the church.
The Rev. Milton Leisman, a former pastor,
ministered to German prisoners of war.
One of the prisoners painted the picture and
gave it to Rev. Leisman. He in turn gave it to
the congregation.

In 1975, building a parsonage was
discussed. Previous ministers and their fami-
lies lived in Johnson Creek. A few pastors
lived in their own home but it was soon ap-
parent that pastors housing was needed. A
lot next to the church was purchased and
ground was broken. The parsonage was
completed in 1976. In 1981. a mortgage
burning ceremony was held.

In 1981 ceiling fans were installed,
The work on these fans required access to
the attic and revealed the lovely stained glass
window that had always graced the front of
the building. It's beauty was hidden as no
one could see it from the inside because the
sanctuary ceiling blocked its view The solu-
tion was to light the window from the inside
the attic electronically.

In 1998. a Concord Community Chil-
dren's Choir was established. Rev John Ruiz
and his wife, Colleen, established the choir.
They had two children who attended the

school across the street. The Ruizes de-
cided that since they had children playing in
their yard after school anyway, this would an
opportunity to reach out to the school chil-
dren. They organized a choir that was active
for several years.

Although there have been numerous
additions and improvements, the congrega-
tion states "One thing is not controllable - and
perhaps the Lord is sending a message."
There is a hive of bees that make their home
in the church building. After much work it
appears they have been eliminated in the
belfry only to have them move to a place
near the rear entrance. "Perhaps it should
be remembered bees are a symbol of activity.
The Bible makes many mentions of honey-
maybe the bees are telling us something, Let
us continue to make Concord United Method-
ist Church an energetic force for the Lord's
work."

Three men have entered the United
Methodist ministry from this church, William
Carlson, Duane Andrus, and Dan Schwerin;
all became Methodist ministers and served
churches in Wisconsin. The Rev. Sandra
Foley Gaylord got her start in this church- her
mother was born and raised in the church.

An active part of the congregation has
been the women's groups. The first was
started on April 28,1921. The first name was
the Ladies Aid. Meetings were held the sec-
ond Thursday of each month at 2:30PM in
the homes of the members. Lunch was
served but it was not to consist of more than
four articles. Dues were 10 cents a member.

During the first summer an ice Cream
Social and Bazaar was held. The Ice Cream
Social is still an annual event but without the
bake sale.

The current name for the organization
is the Circle of Faith Besides the Ice Cream
Social, the women participate in many as-
pects of the congregation. One is the Fall
Harvest Auction. The group has been known
to stage a dramatic production- observing
one Sunday a year as United Methodist
Women's Sunday.
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As members of the Circle Faith, an

active prayer list is maintained and updated
monthly as needed. Prayers continue to be a
group activity, dedicated to service to our
church and community- and to each others-
at all times.

In 1975, Robert A. Smith wrote a his-
tory of the Fourth of July tradition. The follow-
ing are excerpts from that article.

A Fourth of July celebration, perpetu-
ated for at least 100 years will again be ob-
served by the Concord Congregation which
was founded in 1859. A whirligig which
stands in the Koepper pasture, beckons pa-
rishioners and neighbors, past and present to
the spacious picnic ground for the annual
Homecoming Pot Luck dinner.

The whirligig was made nearly 100
years ago for an early Fourth of July celebra-
tion. It was built out of tamarack logs taken
from the nearby swamps. The center pole
was anchored to a tree...From this center,
four poles radiate out on which hand seats
accommodate there or four children. A
pusher bar is used by one of the older boys
to give the merry=go=round momentum,
then he jumps aboard for the ride as well.
The members of the Youth Fellowship refur-
bish the whirligig each year, mounting a new
American flag above each seat as the final
touch.

Traditional too, is the life-sized, hand-
made figure of Uncle Sam as decoration, the
portable organ on a hay wagon for group
singing, and the huge gunny sack grab bag.

One woman remembers that her
grandmother, told her that as long as she
could remember, there had been a Fourth of
July Celebration. In those early days, the
picnickers would arrive in buggies or wagons
and their horses to the hitching posts in the
church yard.. When all who were expected
arrived, each one would pickup an American
flag and march to the picnic grounds singing
'Onward Christian Soldiers.'

Unfortunately, due to dwindling at-
tendance, the picnic has not been held over
the past several years. In its place, on Sun

day closest of the 4th of July, the congrega-
tion hosts a "Friends Sunday", inviting folks
who while not members of the congregation
at Concord, still support the church with their
presence, gifts, talents and friendship.

Material taken from
the History of the church.

SALEM MEANS PEACE
NORWALK
1856-2006

Early settlers in western Wisconsin in
the area of the Kickapoo river came in two
directions. Some followed north along the
Kickapoo and then followed the Moore's
Creek valley. Others came from Tomah, go-
ing south over the ridge. The early settlers in
the area of Norwalk were German speaking.

Among the early families were the
Jacob Menn family who bought land in 1855.
The daughter Mathilda was married to the
Rev. Jacob Esch. He had been a pastor in
the Illinois Conference of the Evangelical As-
sociation. Because of failing health, Rev.
Esch did not take an appointment, but came
with the Menns and bought two hundred and
eighty acres of land across from their home.
Circuit riders coming through stopped at the
Esch home and then held preaching serv-
ices in the Menn home where Rev. Esch
also did some preaching.

On July 27. 1856, the first Quarterly
Conference was held in the Menn home. It
was called the Kickapoo Mission of the Sauk
circuit. Ministers were appointed from Sauk.
Although Rev. Esch was not on appointed
pastor for this circuit, he was invited to sit at
all their Quarterly Meetings until 1862 when
he again took an appointment, the Hartford
Circuit.

In 1863, a small log church was built,
also a home for the pastors. A cemetery was
formed on land donated by Jacob Menn. It is
know known as Wanderers' Rest.

In 1875, Jacob Menn donated one
and one-half acres of land to be used for a
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church a and pastor's house,"said land to be
surrounded by a board fence." The present
Salem Church was built of cream colored
brick. The bricks were made from yellow clay
extracted from the valley land to the south of
and within two miles of the building.
The clay is blue-gray in color, and turns yel-
low when it is baked. The old log church was
taken apart and the logs were used to build
another home,

In 1878, the village of Norwalk was
organized. This village is about three miles
northwest of the Salem church. This is also
the year that a new congregation as organ-
ized in the village. A wagon shop was bought
to be used for church services. The congre-
gation was given the name Immanuel. In
1930, the new church of brick veneer with a
large auditorium, Sunday school room and a
choir loft were dedicated by the Bishop L. H.
Seager of Le Mars, Iowa.

The two churches together were
given the name Norwalk Circuit. Quarterly
Meetings and Communion services were
held jointly, alternating between the two
buildings. One pastor served the circuit.

Numerous improvements were made
in the building throughout the years. Stained
glass windows were added in 1915. Electric
lights were added in 1925.

Originally, separate organizations
were held in both churches such as the Sun-
day School and Youth fellowship A women's
mission society was formed in 1926, and
united with Immanuel in 1951.

German was not discontinued for use
in the services until 1943.

Norwalk Circuit entertained three An-
nual Conferences in 1903, 1918, and 1936.

Taken from the history of the church
compiled by Mildred North.

After the United Methodist union in
1968, Norwalk was served by one pastor
along with Kendall and Wilton. In 1975, Nor-
walk again became an independent charge.
Joint services continued to be held at Im-

manuel with the exception of the first Sunday
of the six summer months.

In the mid 1990s an influx of Hispanic
workers into the community led to a con-
certed out reach to the new workers.

The Sesquicentennial celebration was
held on August 6, 2006.

Included in the history of the church
were some items of interest.

The Sparta Bike trail runs on the edge
of the village of Norwalk. The congregation
has made a point of handing out invitations
to worship to the bikers moving along the
trail. Included are verbal invitations for the
visitors to join the worship service.

In 1856, the year Salem Church was
constructed:

* President Buchanan asked Con-
gress to admit Kansas as a slave state.

*Abraham Lincoln, a prominent Illinois
lawyer, joined the Republican party and sup-
ported John Fremont presidential campaign.

*Wisconsin had been a state for only
eight years.

* Louis Pasteur reported his discov-
ery that fermentation is caused by microor-
ganisms (Yeast).

*Gai Borden, inventor and food tech-
nologist, patented his methods of condensing
milk.

* William Thomson introduced the
term kinetic to describe the energy of motion.

(Editor's note:I was a member of the
Norwalk Circuit for seven years 1943-1950)
while my father was the pastor. I have good
and fond memories of both Salem and Im-
manuel.)
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NORTH WINDSOR

1858-2008
North Windsor is one of the early

congregations established by the German
Methodist Episcopal Conference in Wiscon-
sin, In 1854, a circuit rider named John
Shaefer, started out from Columbus and be-
gan holding religious services in different
homes and school houses. The first service
was held in the Fred Kinder home. The con-
gregation was officially organized in 1858.

For about eleven years, the congre-
gation was served by the pastors form Co-
lumbus. In 1865, the pastors began coming
from Madison.

In 1860, the North Windsor School
District opened its building and services were
held there until 1877 when the resent church
building was erected. Columbus was served
on a circuit with Marshal and Sun Prairie.

The Sunday school was organized
on February 10, 1867 and met in the school
house.

The first Quarterly conference was
held on November 9, 1872 and was held in
the F. Pevian Home. There were 74 mem-
bers in this congregation and 30 Sunday
School Scholars.

From 1872 to 1936, the congregation
was served by pastors living in Sun Prairie.
Between the pastorate of C. F. Henke there
was a major change in the seating rear-
rangement. Prior to this time, women and
children sat on one side and men on the
other. During a second pastorate(1918-21)
the English language was introduced. During
this time, the Happy Hour Bible Class was
organized. In 1919, it was reorganized as the
Epworth League.

The Ladies Aid Society was organized
in 1913. Th first meetings used the German
language. Since the automobile was not the
means of travel in those days, the ladies of-
ten walked to the meetings, sometimes as far
as three or four miles. The organization con-
tinues to the present day, although with a
number of name changes.

The Junior Bible Class was organized
in 1933 and later became the Methodist
Youth Fellowship.

In 1936, Sun Prairie English and
German congregation became united and
were connected as one church with Marshall.
North Windsor was joined with Fall River.

Between 1937 and 1942, the church
was redecorated and a piano was purchased.
The old carriage sheds were torn down. Elec-
tricity was installed. There is still a horse tie
rail in the back of the lot. It is planned to
leave it as marker from another era.

In 1947, the congregation was again
served from Sun Prairie. At this time there
were major renovations including developing
the basement.

From 1958 to 1967, the Rev. David
Johnson served. At this time he served as
chaplain at the hospitals in Madison. There
were a number of major renovations to the
building. In 1961, the men of the church
formed a Dartball team and played with men
of area churches from Marshall, Sun Prairie
and Madison.

Then came a test of faith. From 1970
to 1974, the congregation was yoked with the
Deforest Moravian Church. Both congrega-
tion were blessed with this yoke, strengthen-
ing the relationship of the two churches. The
existence of the North Windsor congregation
looked very dark. But with a lot of good
faith, prayers, and Christian fellowship, the
congregation accepted the challenge and
succeeded.

In 1974. a United Methodist pastor,
Hans Anderson served the congregation. In
1975, the congregation was yoked with the
Arlington Congregation.

In 2001, the first woman pastor, the
Rev. Amy Jameson was appointed. It was
also the first time a pastor was married while
serving the church. She was married in No-
vember of 2003.

In June of 2008, the church steeple
was struck by lightning. There was no fire
but considerable damage. The cost of the
repairs were covered by insurance.
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Four members from the congregation

have served as ministers; John Rinder, Fred
Rinder, Anton Meisner and August Ladwig.

Taken from the history of the
church.

GERMAN METHODISM

As noted in the announcement for the
fall Heritage tour, there is a variety of ethnic
kinship In the United Methodist Church in
Wisconsin. Perhaps the best known is the
Norwegian Methodist Church since the
Cambridge congregation has the distinction
of being the oldest Norwegian Methodist
church in the world. Noted earlier is the fact
that the Swedish Methodist Northwest con-
ference was organized in Galesburg, Illinois
in 1877. At that time, there were five ap-
pointments in Wisconsin.

The German Methodists started in
Ohio in 1835, when William Nast was ap-
pointed by the Ohio Conference of The
Methodist Episcopal Church to be a mission-
ary to the Germans. He began work in Cin-
cinnati where he organized a society in
1838.

When the Illinois Conference met in
1848, a Wisconsin District was formed. The
Rev. Casper Jost was appointed that year as
the first Pastor of the Milwaukee Mission.

A brick building was built in 1848, lo-
cated on Fifth Street. In 1872, lots were pur-
chased on the southeast corner of Chestnut
and Eleventh. The old building was sold and
the new brick building erected. It was dedi-
cated on December 1, 1872.

By 1885, there were five German
Congregations in Milwaukee.

Congregations outside of Milwaukee
were soon established including West Bend,
Watertown, Lowell, Manitowoc, and Oshkosh.
Bennett reports that in Wisconsin there were
38 ministers, 95 church edifices, and 43 par-
sonages This would have been prior to
1890.

The Chicago German and Northwest
German conferences merged in 1925, to

form the Chicago Northwest Conference
which had three districts, one of them com-
pletely in Wisconsin.

After the first World War, pressure
was on to unite the German conferences
with the English speaking Methodist Episco-
pal Church. The first to merge was the North
German Conference which united with the
Minnesota Conference in 1924. The Chicago
Northwest Conference merged with the Eng-
lish Conference in August 1933.

BYRON CENTER

At the recent Annual Conference in
2009, the decision was made to sell Camp
Byron. The following article gives the back-
ground of this historic site.

Camp Byron, now called Byron Cen-
ter, is the oldest of the camps in the Method-
ist background that is still in existence. The
first recorded campmeeting was in 1848. For-
tunately, a detailed history of the site was
written by Mrs. Ethel Bird.

The site of the camp is one of unusual
physical beauty. A description of the grounds
appeared in the Daily Commonwealth, a
Fond du Lac newspaper in June 28. 1894.

Byron CAmp ground should be, if
not the joy of this whole earth, at
least the joy of the Methodist people
in Wisconsin, and particularly of the
Fond du Lac District, wrote the late
Mrs. M.C. Reynolds, in a beautiful
description of the campground.
"For like Jerusalem of old,it is
beautiful for situation, located in
the town of Byron, one of the
most fertile townships in the state.
Nature through the untold ages
of the past , has been busy, it would
seem in fitting this particular spot
of camp meeting purposes. The
great limestone ridge, jutting out
abruptly at Fish Creek, Door County,
and extending through the state,
here divided, forming a deep ravine
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running through the middle of the
grounds.

"On the east side of the ravine,
the limestone rocks jut out in
romantic irregularities, forming
numerous caves, which together
with the moss covered boulders
surrounding them excite the
curiosity of the geologists.

The flora of the entire region is of a
great variety and interest, affording
rich specimens for the botanists,
while the numerous species of bird
and insects, which gladden the
early morning with the solos,
duets, quartets and choruses
challenge the admiration of the
finest Mendelssohns of the day.
Out of the rocky wall of the
ravine issue twenty to thirty springs
of the cold, pellucid water,

forming little brooklets, the like
of which must have been the
inspiration of Tennyson's brook." 1

It was on this green garden that the
early Methodist Camp Meetings were held. In
1845, a group of settlers came from Genes-
see, New York and settled about two miles
west of the future camp. Among them was
the Reverend Isaac Vaughn, a Methodist
minister. He soon helped to erect a school-
house, and conducted religious services in
that building. He was looking for a central
location for a revival meeting. Camp Byron
was selected, because of its beauty, shelter,
central location and the willingness of Math-
ias Divers, the owner of the land , to rent it
for religious purposes.

Th first Camp ,meeting was held in
the summer of 1848, in the woods on the top
of the ridge, The first families arrived in lum-
ber wagons, or any other conveyance at
hand. Lights for the evening services, like

those at Big Foot Prairie, were fires built on
platforms six feet off the ground. The poles
were covered with dirt and the fires built on
top. In addition to light, the fires helped to
drive away the large swarms of mosquitoes.

The campground has been in use
since 1848, except for one year during the
Civil War, probably 1864. That year, it is
thought to have been held in nearby Wel-
don's Corners. Originally, the grounds were
rented from Mathias Divers, until they were
purchased in 1888, by the Camp Byron As-
sociation. This group was formed by pastors
and lay men of the Fond du Lac District, the
oldest district of the Wisconsin Conference.
The association encouraged the Wisconsin
Conference to purchase the grounds but
when they did not, the Association was
formed.

Mrs. S. H. Bird, grandmother of Ethel
Bird's husband, who attended the camp
when she was seven years old in 1884, told
about the camp. Half of the floor of the tent
was covered with hay to sleep on and the
other half bare for cooking and eating,. At
first, food was prepared at home. Perishable
food was stored in stone jars which were
placed in the clear, cool water of the springs.
There was much sharing of food between
families.

As attendance at the camp increased,
one of the improvements was a large raised
pulpit with a roof to shed rain. The pulpit was
raised about five feet off the ground and un-
der the platform was a "jail" for unruly boys.

"There were other hazards to attend-
ing the camp meeting services," Mrs. Bird
recalls. "Persons in a attendance always re-
moved buggy whips, robes and other things
of value from the buggies or wagons while
listening to the preaching or upon returning,
these items would be gone. It was custom-
ary to check wheel nuts and harnesses for
vandalism. This type of trouble forced the As-
sociation to hire deputies to police the
grounds and maintain order."

1 The Find du Lac Daily Commonwealth June 28, 1894
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In 1873, a severe storm or tornado

struck Camp Byron. Stong winds swept
across the marsh from the north with heavy
rains. Buildings were damaged and de-
stroyed., Funds were needed to rebuild and
money was given for this purpose.

Another method of transportation
for persons wishing to attend the
camp meetings was provided in
1877 when the Fond du Lac,
Amboy, and Peoria narrow gauge
railroad was built to run from
Fond du Lac to the iron mines
at Iron Ridge,Wisconsin. The
railroad ran past Camp Byron
and a small station (nicknamed
"the sheep shed") was across
from the school house, and was
built to accommodate passengers
coming to the campmeetings.
It was not uncommon for 100
to 150 people walking the
short distance from the station
to Camp Byron along the dusty
road after the arrival of the train,
this large number coming on special

occasions.
The Milwaukee and St. Paul
Railroad replaced the narrow
gauge rail with standard track.
This road was very profitable for
freight and had passenger service
until almost 1930, but the camp
stop was discontinued when the
automobile came into wider use 2 .
In 1890. a boarding tent was erected.

Costs for food for a week was $3.00. Tents
and cots for lodging were available for $.25 a
night or $1.00 a week. Lodgers had to pro-
vide their own bedding. Pasturage for horses
was free. By 1893, a wooden cottage could
be rented for $3.00 a year.

By 1892, the Wisconsin Conference
listed a committee on camp meetings at By-
ron and in that year, the entire conference

was invited to attend. Speakers included
Bishop I. W. Joyce and evangelist S. A.
Kean. In 1894, a preaching stand and dormi-
tory had been built the cost of $600. It was a
cruciform structure, one front facing the open
space about which the tents were grouped. It
could be thrown open or enclosed. Further
extension of the camp grounds occurred in
the year 1908-09 under the leadership of Dr.
George Carmichael, the district presiding
elder. A wooden hotel with the dining room
on the lower floor and a dormitory on the
second floor was built.

Through the next year, numerous pri-
vate cottages were built. By 1921, the build-
ing and grounds were wired for electricity. A
motion picture machine was installed. Rec-
reation grounds were developed for basket-
ball, volley ball, tennis, croquet and other
sports.

There was a gradual emphasis on
attendance of youth, rather than families. A
Campfire service frequently closed the meet-
ings at which young people were called to
Christian commitment.

In 1948, the centennial of the camp
was observed with preaching services and
music by a massed choir. During that year, a
large renovation project as begun when the
tabernacle was remodeled, Class rooms
were added and a fellowship fireplace was
built. Each person who attended camp that
summer was asked to bring a stone from his
community to be used in construction of the
fireplace.

In 1959, a new dining hall was built. In
1967, Ingraham Hall was built and was
named for the physician who had long served
as chair of the governing board. The taber-
nacle was torn down in 1991.

More recently the camp has been
used for conferences and retreats and some
week-long camps.

2 Ethel Bird,History of Camp Byron, Private publication
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