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“A Place in the Pulpit”   
Women Preachers  in The UMC Tradition 

 
An enthusiastic group of more than 50 people attended the 

Heritage & Archives Retreat on September 8-9, 2017 at 

Pine Lake Camp.  They were treated to a program on “A 

Place in the Pulpit—Women in The UMC Tradition” that 

looked back at the sixty years since women gained full 

clergy rights in the Methodist Church.  Highlights included 

the premier of a  dramatization of the floor debate that 

changed the church—from  the 1956 General Conference of the Methodist Church that 

resulted in women gaining full clergy rights—written by Sandy Kintner, our Conference 

Historian.  We all appreciated the envisioned commentary provided by Georgia 

Harkness (played by Barbara Dick) and radio announcer, (played by the Rev. Charles 

Bauer-King), on this historic event, as well as the other readers who read the parts of 

some who spoke at that General Conference, including the Rev. Jim Droste, Becky 

Halstead, Sandy Kintner, and the Rev. Wil Bloy. Check out the Conference YouTube 

channel for a look at this event.  

Our group also heard a lively presentation from the Rev. Dr. Chomingwen Pond, the first 

ordained Elder with full clergy rights in the Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist 

Church.  We heard her story as she moved through experiences in the Civil Rights 

movement to her decision to pursue a life in ministry as well as some of the interesting 

issues encountered in her early ministry. 

In the evening, the Rev. Dan Dick, Assistant to the Bishop, led us through an enlightening 

Bible study on “Powerful Women in Scripture.”  We were all challenged to take a fresh 

look at the women whose stories are related in the Bible. 
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Saturday morning was devoted to a local church historian workshop which focused on local 

church histories.  First we turned to a celebration of the 70th anniversary of Camp Lucerne.  

We were led in song by the Rev. Norm Silvester as he shared a song with us that he had 

written and first presented at Camp Lucerne.  Then Gwen Hinz, wife of the first program 

director at Camp Lucerne shared her special reminiscences from their years at the camp.  

Others present also shared their special memories from the camp. 

Successful strategies for celebrating a church’s anniversary were the focus of the 

presentation given by Carol Knight, who headed up the committee organizing the 175th 

anniversary celebration of the Yorkville UMC.  And our Conference Archivist, Lynn 

Lubkeman, spoke about preserving and saving photographs and slides and answered general 

questions from other local church historians. 

Finally, our retreat concluded with a fascinating panel of women pastors who shared the 

stories of their call to ministry, as well as some of their experiences in ministry.  We were 

blessed to hear the stories and interchange between the Rev. Dr. Chomingwen Pond, the Rev. 

Mao Her, the first Hmong woman ordained in our denomination, the Rev. Jean Nicholas, 

currently Conference Benefits Officer, and the Rev. Nancy Bauer-King, co-author of the 

book “How Shall We Be Known—Voices of Women in Ministry in the Wisconsin United 

Methodist Tradition. (1996)”  We hope that this will the first of many such panels to be held 

across our state, as the Archives aims to gather oral histories, and collect the stories of our 

women in ministry. 

Planning has already begun 

for next year’s program.  We 

plan to celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of the merger 

that formed The United 

Methodist Church, hopefully 

with another dramatization 

of key events from the 

histories of our Conference.  

We will also mark and 

celebrate the 70th anniversary 

of the founding of Pine Lake 

Camp.  But we are always 

open to suggestions for other 

topics/special stories from our history that you are interested in seeing covered.  Please 

contact the Archives with any ideas that you might have at Archives@wisconsinumc.org .  

The Cast of “A Place in the Pulpit”: L:R Wil Bloy, Jim Droste, Barbara Dick, 

Sandy Kintner, Becky Halstead, Charles Bauer-King 

mailto:Archives@wicsonsinumc.org
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The Journey to Ecclesiastical Suffrage 

1920: Women Are Allowed to Preach Again”: Part 1  
 

When the 1880 Methodist Episcopal General Conference 
specifically prohibited the licensing of women to preach and 
rescinded all previously issued licenses, it seemed Methodist 
pulpits would remain permanently out of the reach of women. 
Indeed, it would be forty years until M. Madeline Southard was able 
to bring a memorial to the floor of the 1920 General Conference 
calling for full clergy rights for women . This Conference would 
deny full clergy rights, but grudgingly restored the local licensing of 
women preachers that had been taken away in 1880.  Of course, 
during their banishment and forty years of wandering in the 

clerical wilderness, Methodist women did not just patiently wait for the views of their 
male brethren to change. In spite of the seemly rigid top-down nature of Methodist 
polity, there were many instances at the local level where women were called on by 
Presiding Elders to perform all the duties and responsibilities of male clergy, albeit 
without the sanction of the Discipline.  Perhaps the most interesting example of this in 
Wisconsin was the ministry of Miss Florence Moore.  
 
Florence was born in 1866 in Aledo, Illinois, the second to the youngest of 9 siblings. In 
her youth, her family located to southwestern Nebraska. She attended Wesleyan 
College in Lincoln, Nebraska and then taught in public schools for many years. Florence 
then followed the way of many Methodist women seeking be in ministry by attending 
and graduating from the Chicago Training School.  In 1903, at the age of  forty she was 
secured as the district deaconess for the Ashland District of the West Wisconsin 
Conference. Like many deaconesses, she “assisted pastors in revival work, personnel 
evangelism” and organized Epworth Leagues for the district. All this was well in the 
bounds of Discipline approved activities for Methodist women.  
 
However, in 1906,  the following comment was found the report of the Ashland District 
Presiding Elder to the West Wisconsin Annual Conference: “Shortly after the 
conference closed, our District Deaconess, Miss Florence Moore, went to Holcombe, a 
new town on the Chippewa, to remain for a few weeks, until I could secure a preacher. 
It soon became evident that the people were not in any great hurry to have a preacher 
sent there and a little later they hinted to me plainly that they hoped that I could not 
find one, and if I did, he would probably not fit.”  Earlier that year, the Eau Claire Leader 
on February 11 1906, had reported under the banner, “How to Raise Money to Build a 
Church-No Half Way Measure at Holcombe” the following: “The question of who is to 
be the first minister has been satisfactorily settled.  Miss Florence Moore has been 

Miss Florence Moore 
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appointed.  The choice is a wise one and will meet with the hearty approval of every one 
who has watched the earnest work of Miss Moore in behalf of the society. It is said this 
excellent lady has accepted the call.”  Clearly, Florence was serving as a supply pastor to 
this newly formed congregation regardless of the restriction of our Discipline. Florence 
certainly felt that same way, because in a letter printed in the Northwestern Christian 
Advocate later that fall she wrote: “I  have succeeded in getting a church built in the new 
town in the woods. I feel as if it were really my church, for I have had charge of it for a 
year and have taken in thirty-two members.” Any further doubt of her relationship as a 
supply pastor to the West Wisconsin Annual Conference should be removed by the fact 
that her name was listed as pastor for the Holcombe charge in the statistical table of the 
journal of YEAR . Before her departure from Holcombe, a subscription raised $74 for a 
bell to grace the steeple of the newly built church. The bell was inscribed with the 
words “Presented to the Methodist Episcopal Church of Holcombe Wisconsin by the 
Friends of Miss Florence Moore.” Holcombe UMC still proudly displays the bell.  
 
After her work to establish the church in Holcombe, Florence went on to serve as 
Superintendent of the St. Paul Deaconess Home in St. Paul, MN until 1917.  However, 
Florence seems to have been a restless soul for in 1918 she is listed in the Journal of the 
North Montana Annual Conference as an appointed supply preacher (contrary to the 
Discipline) to the Oswego and Frazier charge.  So, at the age of 52 she had left the 
relative metropolis of St. Paul to take up the work of ministering to the Methodists of far 
Northeastern Montana who had settled there just a decade before. She continued to 
labor in Montana until sometime in 1925, although she did return to Wisconsin at least 
once to speak to The Woman’s Home Missionary Society of the Lake St. M.E. Church in 
Eau Claire to “tell of her work in Montana.” We have no record of whether Florence 
received a formal license to preach after the ban was lifted in 1920.  We do know that 
after eight years in Montana, at the age of 60, she located to the Deaconess Hospital 
training school in Spokane, WA where, among other duties, she taught Bible classes to 
the prospective nurses. In 1933, at the age of 67 she died in Spokane and is buried there 
under a stone inscribed with the words “She Hath Done What She Could.”  I would 
suggest this is modest understatement of what Florence was able to accomplish. She 
stands as shining example of a woman, clearly called to the ministry, who created a path 

where there was none, served God and her church in spite 
of institutional barriers, and whose sacrifices made it  
easier for the woman who followed her. 
 

 By Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian 
Next Issue: “1920: Women Are Allowed to Preach Again: Part 2”  
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Gems From the Archives 
 

The Great Depression was difficult time for Wisconsin churches in the UMC tradition. 
While few would argue that women have always formed the backbone of a church’s 
congregation, this is never more evident than during trying financial times. It is not an 
exaggeration to claim that without their efforts many churches of that era would not 
have survived.  Below is an excerpt from the combined report of the district 
superintendents of the Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church-1932 
that acknowledges debt our Church owes to women. 
 
“Our Ladies’ Aid Societies this year more than ever, have proven the financial life-savers 
to many of our churches. Time after time they have kept the credit of the church good at 
the banks when that seemed impossible; they have repaired the parsonages, improved 
the church properties, sent the pastors of the Conference with much more of their 
salaries than they otherwise have received; they have even paid a part of the District 
Superintendent’s salary. They have slaved at bake sales, bazaars and bean suppers; they 
have sold metal sponges enough to clean all the kettles in the Conference; they have 
served enough ice cream to cool off the country on its hottest day; they have fussed and 
fumed and said they couldn’t and wouldn’t; then they have pitched in and helped the 
men of the Finance Committees out of their worst predicaments. To paraphrase an 

ancient toast I say, “Here’s to the 
Ladies Aid Societies, God bless 
them! Sometimes we can’t get 
along with them, but we can 
never get along without them.” In 
all seriousness, we say that there 
is more than one church in our 
Conference today that simply 
could not keep on, unless it were 
for the Ladies Aid Society. They 
have made thousands of calls, 
distributed a multitude of meals 
to the hungry and garments to 
the needy; they are the “old 
guard” of every church, they 
seldom retreat and never 
surrender. We wish that we might 
say the same of our Men’s 
Organizations.” 
 
(Found by Wil Bloy, Archives volunteer) 

 

Ladies preparing Pasties for a fundraiser. Marinette Methodist 
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Yorkville UMC 

Celebrates 175 Years 

(1842-2017)  
 

The roots of Yorkville United Methodist 
Church go back to Hannibal Shephard and his 
wife Elizabeth Foxwell Shephard, who sailed 
from Cornwall, England, arriving in May of 
1841.  During that first year in Yorkville, 
Elizabeth lamented in her diary that they had 
no class meeting or prayer meeting. That 
changed in 1842 with the arrival of a new 

group of settlers, including some who were local preachers and class leaders back in 
England.  A Thanksgiving meeting was held in the humble pioneer home of Hannibal 
Shephard – and that was the beginning of a church in Yorkville.  
Elizabeth Shephard brought with her to America a tea set from which her great-
grandmother had served John Wesley, the founder of Methodism.   Later that tea set 
would be cherished by Elizabeth’s granddaughter, Eva Shephard Vyvyan, and 
remembered by her children, Orval Vyvyan and Leona Vyvyan Gifford.  Some of Orval’s 
children and grandchildren are still active members of the church, and the 8th 
generation of descendants of Hannibal and Elizabeth have been baptized at Yorkville.   
 
Carol Knight, chair of the church’s 175th Anniversary Task Force, was at work in her 
office in the Greater Union Grove Area Chamber of Commerce when a man walked in 
late on a Friday afternoon in December of 1991.  She said, “May I help you?’ and he 
replied, “You already have, by sending me information about the Yorkville Church, and 
here I am.”  Of course, Carol invited the stranger to church and to her family’s home for 
Sunday dinner.  
 
Mark Hancock came from Seattle, Washington, looking for his roots.  His great-great-
great grandfather, Brother John Hancock, Sr., was one of the local preachers who arrived 
in Yorkville in 1842, and he baptized Thomas Foxwell Shephard at that first meeting in 
the Shephard home on November 13 of that year.  That baby became the grandfather of 

LOCAL HISTORIES 

Stories of our Faith 

Yorkville UMC, circa 1959 
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Orval Vyvyan, and it was a thrill for the two men to meet at church that Sunday.  Mark 
Hancock came back for the church’s 150th Anniversary in 1992, and he will be present 
for the 175th Anniversary celebration, November 11-12, 2017.   
 
175 Years of Buildings: The first church building was a simple Mud Chapel built in 
1844, which was replaced by a White Frame Church built in 1857 on the same site on 
Highway 20 (now called Old Yorkville Road) in front of the Yorkville Cemetery.  A 
parsonage house was built just east of the cemetery in 1849, which was replaced by 
another residence for the pastor built on the same site in 1886.  That restored home 
still exists today and is privately owned and occupied.  In 1914 the decision was made 
to build the present Red Brick Church on a new site a short distance to the east.  The 
rear of the new sanctuary featured a large stained-glass window of The Good Shepherd, 
which was given in memory or Hannibal and Elizabeth Shephard.  In 1953 a new 
parsonage was built adjacent to the church, and it had the modern convenience of 
indoor plumbing, which the church did not have for another six years.  The 
congregation has twice outgrown its space for worship, Christian education, and 
fellowship.  In 1959 an addition included a new sanctuary and new Fellowship Hall.  
The old sanctuary became a chapel and Sunday School classrooms.  
 
Kids Korner (1996 – 2013): The church operated Kids Korner Christian Child Care 
beginning in 1996.  Before-and-after-school child care was provided and school buses 
picked up and delivered students to and from Yorkville School and Raymond School. 
Pre-school classes were offered three mornings a week for 4-year old’s and two 
mornings a week for 3-year old’s. Another church addition in 2004 included an 
education wing, new offices, inside stairway and elevator for accessibility, and larger 
narthex and sanctuary.  Kids Korner continued at Yorkville UMC for 16 years (until 
2013).   
 
Cooperation with Other Churches: Yorkville UMC has traditionally shared a pastor 
with one or two other Methodist churches.  From 1929 – 1936 it was part of the Racine 
County Larger Parish, consisting of six area churches and two pastors.  In 1973 the New 
Hope Larger Parish was organized with United Methodist churches at Ives Grove, Paris 
Corners, Union Grove and Yorkville; and UCC Congregational churches at Union Grove 
and Raymond.  It was led by two UMC pastors and one UCC pastor, until Ives Grove UMC 
joined with Yorkville UMC.  From 1983-1990, a series of seven seminary students had 
their first pastoral experience with the NHLP, which was disbanded January 1, 1992. In 
June, 2001 Rev. Gary Swanson was appointed as the congregation’s first full-time 
pastor.  Rev. Sue Leih has been the pastor since 2010. Yorkville UMC still holds joint 
services with area churches on Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Thanksgiving Eve, plus an outdoor worship at the Racine County Fair.   
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The Singing Church: Methodists are known for their love of singing.  In fact, there is a 
page in the front of the hymnal titled, “Directions for Singing” which was written by 
John Wesley in 1761.  Yorkville still has an active Senior Choir of 21 members, directed 
by Ellen Jante for over 45 years, and accompanied by Mary Harmann for 20 years.  We 
no longer wear choir robes, and sometimes our new anthems are accompanied by a CD, 
but we love to sing.  We have an a cappella group called “Rhythm & Praise”, a men’s 
quintet called “Hims of Harmony” and a K.I.C.K. Choir (Kids In Christ’s Kingdom) 
directed by Don Hawes.  Our Traveling Choir occasionally goes to the homes of shut-ins 
or to visit our members in nursing homes, bringing hymnals and singing all-time 
favorite hymns.  Each visit ends with the Dale Evans’ song, “Happy Trails to You” (until 
we meet again).   
 
Our soloists provide a special song for a wedding, baptism, funeral or Sunday morning 
worship.  Within the congregation are young people who sing or play musical 
instruments and offer special music for the Easter Sunrise Service, Christmas Eve or 
other services.  In addition, the musical groups have offered concerts with a free-will 
offering taken for a specific cause, such as the Building Fund, the Parking Lot Fund, or 
to benefit the Union Grove Area Food Bank.  The church has invited outside groups to 
share their music ministry, such as the Church Singers of the Racine Dairy Statesmen, 
the Hand Bell Choir from Shepherds Ministries, high school and college choirs, a WAMI 
gospel artist, husband and wife gospel teams, a traveling evangelist/musician, a Biblical 
dramatist, and drumming groups.   
 
Missions and Outreach: Yorkville UMC has an active Youth Group, which has 
volunteered for a summer Work Camp for 17 years at United Methodist Camps at Lake 
Lucerne and Pine Lake.  They have removed  trees , installed sheets of dry wall, painted 
walls, cleared trails, used a wood chipper, split wood, repainted picnic tables, signs, and 
canoes.  Adult volunteers work side-by-side with the youth and help with 
transportation.   In addition, groups of volunteers have gone on two Youth Mission trips 
to North Carolina, and on two Appalachian Service Project trips to Kentucky.  Closer to 
home over the years, the choir has gone caroling to Southern Wisconsin Center for the 
Developmentally Disabled, R.E. Ellsworth Women’s Correctional Center, Southern Oaks 
Girls School (juvenile correction facility) and more recently the Wisconsin Veterans 
Home.  Our church organist, Mary Harmann, is the volunteer accompanist for the 
Veterans Choir, and several church members volunteer at the home.  The church 
established a greeting card ministry and developed a relationship with the Veterans 
Assistance Program In 1996 the church began financially supporting Rev. Paul & 
Roxanne Webster, agricultural missionaries in Zaire, Africa.  After the death of Roxanne, 
Rev. Paul now runs the Mujila Falls Agricultural Center in Zambia, Africa.  The church 
also continues to pledge monthly financial support to the Union Grove Area Food Bank.   
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Pork Chops and Homemade Pies: The members of Yorkville UMC enjoy extending 
hospitality and serving good food.  Through the years the church has hosted 
Smorgasbord dinners featuring roast beef, ham, and Swedish meatballs and held 
Chicken Barbecues at the fairgrounds for 27 years.  The first Pork Chop Dinner was in 
1981 to raise funds for a new organ.  The congregation currently invites the community 
to a Spring Pork Chop Dinner on the last Saturday of April and a Fall Pork Chop Dinner 
on the second Saturday in October.  Some say the array of homemade desserts alone 
would be worth the price of the ticket!  Yorkville UMC is a baking congregation and in 
the past the women have held Whole Pie Bake Sales at a local bank, and for over 20 
years the church hosted a Homemade Pie and Ice Cream stand during Fall Harvest Days 
on a September weekend at the fairgrounds.  
 
A Year of Celebrations: A special event of this 175th anniversary year was Marriage 
Sunday on February 12, when 23 couples, totaling 819 years of marriage, came forward 
for a brief Renewal of Vows and Blessing.  Talented quilters in the congregation made a 
wall hanging and matching altar cloth, with the message “175 Years of Sharing God’s 
Love”.  On March 26, there was a re-creation of the popular all-church Birthday Dinner 
which began in 1930 and continued annually for many years.  Family photos were 
taken or a new Pictorial Directory, and members and pastors submitted memories for a 
111-page book, “We’ve A Story To Tell”.   Floats were built for the Fourth of July parades 
in both Union Grove and Raymond, with the theme “Let Your Light Shine”.  The 1,400-
pound church bell, which has been in storage since 1999 when it was removed for 
safety reasons, will be hung in a new bell tower on the church property and dedicated 
on November 12.  On that 175th Anniversary Sunday Bishop Hee-Soo Jung will deliver 
the sermon.  A catered banquet will be held in Fellowship Hall of the church on 
Saturday night, November 11, followed by a program by all the musical groups of the 
church.   
 
The Next 175 Years: Yorkville UMC is pleased to welcome a student pastor, Chris Van 
Beek, a second-year student at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary.  Also, the 
congregation is starting a Parish Nurse Ministry to attend to the health, wellness and 
spiritual needs of the parish and surrounding community.  The church has taken the 
necessary steps for the church building to be a Disaster Relief Site, and possibly a 
Command Center, if there ever was a disaster in the area that would call for one.   
  
The church is grateful for past members who gave their time and talents, and had the 
vision to build for the future.  We appreciate all the ministers who have been with us on 
this 175-year journey.   
 
Submitted by Carol Knight  
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La Farge UMC 
Celebrates 150 Years 

 
The origins of the LaFarge UMC can be traced back to 1867 
when the Rev. C. N. Cunningham organized the first 
Methodist Episcopal class which met in a log schoolhouse in 
section 17 of the Town of Strak in the winter of 1867-68.  
This class consisted of 18 members who continued to 
worship in the log schoolhouse until 1871. A new church 
building was erected that year on the hill at the south end of 
the Kickapoo River, town of Star. This new church was 
known as the Star Chapel and was located at the north end 
of the present Chapel Hill Cemetery.  In June of 1899,  there 
was a disastrous flood and a decision was made to move the 
church away from the Kickapoo River, south to La Farge.  
The dedication of the new church at La Farge was held on 

June 8, 1908. Much of the effort for the new construction came from the Ladies Aid 
Society who put the roof on the church, painted, put in the steel ceiling, bought the 
carpets and the piano.  The bell from the old church was used in the new church.  In 
1912,  a parsonage was purchased for the pastor and his family.  In 1938, the building 
underwent extensive remodeling, adding a basement with a kitchen and Sunday School  
room. In 1966,  an educational wing was built. With the merger of The Methodist Church 
and the Evangelical Brethren in Church in 1968, the La Farge Methodist Church and the 
Dell EUB church united.  Together they decided to build a new church. Ground breaking 
was May 1, 1971.  While the new church was being built church services were held in 
the high school gymnasium and the Seventh Day Adventist Church. The first service in 
the new United Methodist Church was on December 5th, 1972. Bishop Ralph Taylor 
Alton helped to dedicated the church on February 6, 1972. In 1973, the original bell 
from the Star Chapel was placed in front of the new church.  
 
The 150th anniversary of the La Farge UMC was celebrated the weekend of October 7-8, 
2017. Specially created historical displays were located throughout the church for 
viewing. On October 7, an all afternoon musical celebration featured the singing groups 
the “Dell Tones,” “This Much,” and “Sheltered Reality.” An Anniversary Dinner featuring 
pulled pork (prepared with Elmer’s special recipe) with all the fixings was served. On 
Sunday, a special anniversary service was held featuring the La Farge hand bell choir.  
 
 
History by Brad Steinmetz  adapted by Sandy Kintner 

La Farge M.E. Church 1909 
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Juda UMC 
Celebrates 150 Years 

 
In 1863, Rev. J. G. Esslinger of the Evangelical Association 
can to Juda to visit with some recently immigrated German 
speaking families. He met William Asmus and William 
Haberman and began to hold meeting sin their homes. 
Soon others such as Peter Jenny and Fritz Matzke opened 
their homes for the lively preaching, prayers and singing.  
On January 1, 1867 this group of believers  was organized 
as the Juda Zion Church of the Evangelical Association. 
They first the met in the Methodist Episcopal Church, but 
by May they had decided to build a new church. A 32 X50 
foot frame structure was built as the cost of $3,200. Two 
years later, a lot was purchased across from the church to 
build a parsonage for the pastor and their family.  By 1909, 
the original church was becoming inadequate and a new 
building was erected.  Bishop Thomas Bowman helped 
dedicate the building in May of that year.  For many years, 
a “German School” was held in the basement of the church 

to both to teach the German-speaking youth English and other interested community 
members German.  With the advent of World War I, this practice was discontinued. 
Indeed, in June,  1918, the Zion Church was vandalized with slogans written in yellow 
paint such as, “Pro-German headquarters of Juda” and “Hock der Kaiser.”  Under intense 
community pressure, church services began to be conducted in the English language by 
the early 1920s.  In 1954, the church recognized the need for an education facility. 
However, it was advised that the remodeling the old church would not be cost effective, 
so the decision was made to build a new church.  The cornerstone was laid on the 
October, 25,1954 with the first worship service held on June 12, 1955. On March 30, 
1967, there was a tragedy that deeply affected the entire congregation. While on their 
Juda High School class trip, nine of the 30 senior class members died when an airplane 
crashed into their motel. A community memorial service was held, with the Rev. Melvin 
Nickels, the Zion pastor, giving the message.  
 
The 150th anniversary was celebrated over three special Sundays in 2017. The church 
was honored to have Bishop Hee-Soo Jung lead one service, and District Superintendent 
Scott Carlson lead another.  Activities include historical hymn sings, open mike memories 
& video, and thoughts from a direct descendant of a charter member of the congregation. 
 
Submitted by Hazel Matzke , Juda UMC historian, adapted by Sandy Kintner 

Juda Evangelical Church,  

built 1867  
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                                                             Plymouth UMC 
Celebrates 150 Years 

 

The first services of the Plymouth congregation were 
held in an old red schoolhouse, across the road and east 
of the present church. In 1867, the decision was made 
to built a church on land with a grove of white oak trees 
donated by Archibald Smiley.  Many people donated      
labor to build the church,  pews, and altar.  As the 
church was very high, they only allowed young, single 
men to work on the structure.  The church was 

completed in 1869 and dedicated with Rev. D. O. Jones 
serving as the first pastor.  

 
The church was remodeled in 1924 and eight stained glass windows were donated as 
memorials to the pioneer families of the church. Later on, the accidental death of Bishop 
Garth prompted the Charles Damrow family to give the large heading at the top of the 
stained glass window “Not My Will But Thine Be Done” as a memorial to Bishop Garth.  
To this day, the church remains grateful to those early pioneers foresight in this beautiful 
addition to their church.  When the stained glass window is lit on Christmas Eve, it is a 
thing of beauty—and beautiful things give happiness through the life of the church.   
For many years, the Plymouth Charge was yoked with other churches, including 
Orfordville, Footville and Beloit St. Mathias. For many years now, our Plymouth Church 
has operated as a separate charge.  
 
As part of the 150th celebration held on October 
8, 2017,  a special service was held to dedicate 
an empty  chair to “all our forefathers that were 
so very important in the early development and 
had the foresight to build this church in 1867.” 
The dedication ended with a poem entitled “An 
Empty Chair” by Jill Eisnaugle and adapted by 
Barbara Sather.  The poem concluded with the 
lines:  “The friends with whom we learned life’s 
truth, whose bonds lasted far from  our youth. 
And shall remain forever near when we gather 
year after year. With loving memories, PUMC 
2017.” 
Submitted by Barbara Sather  and adapted by Sandy Kintner 

 

Bishop  Hee-Soo Jung  

Plymouth UMC 
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To celebrate its 180th anniversary, First UMC has 

planned a series of celebrations.  On October 15, 

the Rev. Fred Day, the Secretary of the General 

Commission on Archives and History preached at 

special service.  The congregation received Holy 

Communion from two chalices that represent the 

foundation of the modern United Methodist 

Church. The Wesley Chalice, sent to the American church from England by John Wesley, 

and The Otterbein Chalice, named after Philip Otterbein, the founder of The Church of 

the United Brethren of Christ. On November 19th Bishop Hee-Soo Jung will preach at two 

services on “For All that has Been, Thanks!” and then “For all that Shall be, YES!” At 10:15 

a.m., after the first worship service, the church will honor its past by visiting the 

locations of the previous building locations around Madison’s Capitol Square. Bishop 

Jung will offer a blessing on site. 

  On January 1, 2017 Faith UMC had closed its doors and 

merged with Calvary UMC of West Allis UMC to become 

Blessed Hope UMC.  On Sunday, May 7, the  Faith 

congregation celebrated 100 years of  their history. Faith 

church grew out of the work of the Rev. August Giuliani with 

the Italian Mission of the Evangelical Church in Milwaukee. 

Over the years the church as been known as: Wauwatosa 

Italian Mission, Calvary Evangelical Church, Giuliani 

Memorial Mission, Adler Street Evangelical Church and 

Faith Evangelical Church.  To celebrate the anniversary a special worship service was 

held, followed by a luncheon.  Memories and photos were complied in a special booklet 

and DVD.  The fond stories of growing up in this strong faith community were 

shared...along with Spaghetti Suppers and Easter morning cannoli. 

First UMC Madison 
Celebrates 180 Years 

The Wesley and Otterbein chalices 

                                  Faith UMC Milwaukee 
                                   Celebrates 100 Years 

Faith Church Buildings 
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The Lomira Trinity Church had its origin 
with the missionaries from the Evangelical 
Association who began preaching in the 
homes in area around 1851. In 1860, the 
local German speaking immigrants built 
the red brick Salem Evangelical Church in 
Lomira. In 1861, the Emanuel Evangelical 
Church was built two miles west of           
Lomira. In 1872, the yellow brick Ebenezer 
Evangelical Church was built two miles 
northeast of Lomira. These three churches 
formed the  Lomira Circuit that also 
included the preaching points of Kekoskee, 
Eden, and Wayne.  In 1910, a new 

sanctuary replaced the old Salem Church and the Lomira Circuit was reorganized to 
include only the Lomira, Emanuel, and Ebenezer congregations.  Notably, Lomira was 
home to the Lomira Campground which vital in the life of the Wisconsin Conference of 
the Evangelical Church for more than 100 years. However, by the late 1950’s,  the 
Wisconsin Conference had decided to move their camping activities to Camp Lucerne. 
Lomira, Emanuel, and Ebenezer congregations took advantage of the abandoned 
tabernacle to hold joint Sunday services throughout the summer months. From this 
fellowship came the desire for unity and Trinity Church was born.  A new building 
serving the merging congregations was dedicated on May 14th, 1967 on the site of the 
old campground.   

 

 

On October 8, 2017, a special           
anniversary celebration was held.  
There was a special  historical        
program, displays,  and a worship 
service followed by a pot-luck lunch 
and  time of fellowship.  

Compiled by Sandy Kintner 

Trinity UMC  

Celebrates 50 Years 

Trinity UMC, Lomira, WI 

Trinity members remember their history 
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Lois Olsen was a mainstay of the Wisconsin Commission  
on Archives and History and the Wisconsin Conference  
Historical Museum for the last 30 years of her life. She  
committed herself to the collection and preservation of the 
history of local churches throughout the Wisconsin Conference 
of The United Methodist Church.  She served as editor of  
Flashbacks, the Archives historical newsletter, from 1995 to 
2011.  In that capacity she spearheaded the collection of local 
church histories from around the state.  She prepared several 
major displays for our Conference Historical Museum in 
Greenfield, WI.  And she authored  several historical books 

including: Contentment is Great Gain:  A Missionary Midwife in Sierra Leone; Goodly Tents:  
A  History  of Camp Meetings in Wisconsin; and  All God’s Children:  A History of African   
American Methodists. 
 
Lois grew up in the small towns of Wisconsin, the daughter of the Rev. Clifford Olsen, a 
pastor in the Evangelical Church, then in the merged Evangelical United Brethren Church, 
and finally with The United Methodist Church.  Lois’ early goal was to become a  
missionary.  She succeeded and served for many years in West Africa a missionary mid-
wife.  When she eventually returned to her Wisconsin home, she continued her career in 
nursing and mid-wifery.  In addition to this, she began her work as a historian of our    
Wisconsin Conference and we want to honor her for all the contributions that she made 
to ensuring that our history be preserved and promoted throughout the state.  She  
exemplified the view that an understanding and appreciation for our past is essential to 
our future. Our Commission wants to recognize and honor Lois’s passion for the history 
of the Wisconsin Conference of The United Methodist Church and honor those that  
carry on her spirit and commitment to history. 
 
To honor Lois, the Wisconsin Conference UMC Commission on Archives and History will 
award the Ministry of Memory Award at Annual Conference each year to recognize and 
encourage excellence in archival and historical work in our local churches and our  
Annual Conference. All members of the Wisconsin UMC, except current CAH members, 
are eligible to receive this award. Anyone may submit a nomination. The Lois C. Olsen  
Ministry of Memory Award is meant to identify and inspire those Wisconsin United  

Lois Olsen 

ANNOUCING THE LOIS C. OLSEN 

 “MINISTRY OF MEMORY” AWARD  
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Methodists, especially at the level of the local church, who through their efforts have 
made significant contributions to the preservation of the records and stories that  
define us as a faith community. 
 
When making a nomination, please consider any person, clergy or lay, who has  
demonstrated superior work in one or more areas of archival or historical work  
within or beyond the local church in the Wisconsin Annual Conference of The  
United Methodist Church. Nominations should consider such activities as:  
 
 Collecting materials at the local church or Conference level 
 Collecting and preserving historical artifacts 
 Recording oral histories and collecting local church stories 
 Leading archival or history presentations 
 Leading archival/historical groups 
 Promoting the Ministry of memory in our Wisconsin Conference 
 Facilitating the work of the Conference historical museum 
 Caring for and preserving historical records from our Conference 
 Writing local church history or Conference or denominational history 
 Preparing  historical exhibits 
 Restoration of local church buildings 
 
Nominations should be limited to one page (~500 words) describing the contributions 
of the nominee. The nomination deadline shall be on the timeline of other Wisconsin 
Conference awards. Nominations will be considered by a Committee consisting of the 
Officers of the Commission on Archives and History plus the Archivist. Their decision 
will be announced at Annual Conference.  Past nominations are kept on file and will be 
considered again.  
 
Send nominations to: 
Lois C. Olsen Ministry of Memory Award 
Wisconsin Conference Archives 
750 Windsor St. 
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 53590 
 
OR 
 
Submit by email 
Subject Line: Lois C. Olsen Ministry of Memory Award 
Archives@wisconsinumc.org 
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► LOCAL CHURCH HISTORIES REQUEST: Please send us information about your 
local church history or special anniversary for preservation in the Archives and for 
publication in the next issue of  Flashbacks!  We will also print announcements of special 
services planned, or recently held by your church.  And please contact the Archives if we 
can help with compiling your church history or with celebrating an anniversary.  We are 
happy to help! 

 

►MERGER CELEBRATION: 2018 will see the 50th anniversary of the union of The 
Methodist Church and The Evangelical United Brethren Church to form The United 
Methodist Church. The Archives is looking forward to celebrating this milestone in our  
history both at Annual Conference and at Archives Retreat in the fall. We are very 
interested into talking with both clergy and lay who have memories, mementoes, 
memorabilia etc. they’d be willing to share with us for this celebration. Please contact the 
Archives. 

 

► CAMP MEMORABILIA NEEDED: 2018 is also the 70th Anniversary of the opening of 
Pine Lake Camp. As part of our celebration we are looking any memorabilia or 
remembrances people have from their camping experience at Pine Lake that they would 
like to share.  In particular, we are looking for t-shirts with the prospect of creating 
commemorative quilts from both Pine Lake Camp and Camp Lucerne. Please contact the 
Archives if you can help. 
 

►MUSEUM UPDATE: We are also looking forward to the reopening of our Conference 
Museum in Greenfield, WI with an exhibit focusing on the history women clergy in our          
Conference.  The Museum will also include a timeline of our denomination history  in 
Wisconsin as well as a special feature on Bishop Marjorie Matthews. Bishop Matthews 
was the first women elected Bishop in a major Protestant denomination. Upon election 
she served our Wisconsin  Conference for four years. If you have any artifacts, 
memorabilia, mementoes, etc. from any aspect of our Conference’s past history that 
might be important for display in our Conference Museum, please contact the Archives at 
archives@wicsonsinumc.org or 608-837-7328. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS &  NEWS 
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Flashbacks is a publication of the Wisconsin Conference  
Commission on Archives and History 

 
Flashbacks Editorial Board: 

Jim Droste,  Wil Bloy, Sandy Kintner, Lynn Lubkeman 
 

Commission on Archives and History Members 
Chair: Jim Droste (Flashbacks editor) 

Vice-Chair: Velma Hockenberry 
Secretary: Julie Schubring 
Archivist: Lynn Lubkeman 
Historian: Sandy Kintner 

Betsy Conrad, Bob Gruetzmacher, Bev Maser, Jeff Nicholas, Judy Vasby, Lynn Williams 

Subscriptions to Flashbacks: 

Mailed subscriptions: $ 15.00/year—due annually by December 31. 

Emailed subscriptions :  FREE.  Send us your email to get on our mailing  list. 

Contact the Archives at:  608-837-7238; archives@wisconsinumc.org;  

or UMC Archives, 750 Windsor Street, Sun Prairie, WI  53590 


