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“A Place in the Pulpit”   
Women Preachers  in The UMC Tradition 

 
The Commission on Archives and History is very pleased to 

announce that our seventh annual Archives Retreat will be 

held at Pine Lake Camp on Friday-Saturday, September 8-9, 

2017.  We are expanding the name of our retreat to include 

“Heritage” in our title, to broaden our appeal to all in our 

Conference who are interested in the many fascinating stories 

from our shared history.  We have a very full program 

planned again this year—don’t miss it! 

 

After three wonderful years of focusing on The United Methodist musical heritage at our 

retreat, thanks to the very generous contributions of the Rev. Jeremy Deaner as workshop 

leader, we turn to an entirely new theme this year. Join us as we look at “A Place in the 

Pulpit”—Women in The UMC Tradition.   

 

2016 was the 60th anniversary of the granting of full clergy rights to women in the Methodist 

Church in the United States.  We want to look back at this ground-breaking achievement and 

what is has meant for our Annual Conference.  How was this decision reached at General 

Conference in 1956?  Come and see the premier of our dramatization of that 1956 debate to 

find out.  Our Conference Historian Sandy Kintner has written an original script based on that 

debate, and those leading up to it.  Georgia Harkness is a key character.  Don’t miss this 

unique opportunity to witness this important story from our past! 

 

And how did this story play out in Wisconsin?  We plan to tell some of the largely unknown 

history of women preaching in Wisconsin in our predecessor denominations, back to the late 

1800s.  And then we are very fortunate to be joined by the Rev. Dr. Chomingwen Pond, the 

first woman to receive full clergy rights in our East Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist 

Church in 1964.  Hear her trail-blazing story first-hand, as she recounts her experiences 

within the context of other social justice issues of the time. 
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But was she the first in our denomination? What about Ida Richards Marquardt from the 

United Brethren in Christ?  Conference Secretary, Conference Historian, pastor at the Lima 

Center United Brethren Church for more than 20 years, and first woman in Wisconsin 

ordained by the United Brethren—we will learn about her experiences too. 

 

To conclude the Friday evening of our retreat, the Rev. Dan Dick, Assistant to the Bishop, 

will help put this more recent history into perspective as he leads us in an interactive Bible 

study on “Powerful Women in Scripture.” On Saturday morning, we again host a “Local 

Church Historian Workshop” that will focus on a few special local histories and answer 

questions and provide strategies for local church historians about how best to preserve and 

promote their local church history.  Carol Knight from the Yorkville UMC will discuss the 

innovative ways their church has found to celebrate their 175th anniversary this year.  Lynn 

Lubkeman, our Conference Archivist, will take questions and talk about how best to preserve 

our local church histories.  And finally, we will mark and celebrate the 70th anniversary of 

the founding of Camp Lucerne. 
 

Our retreat will conclude on Saturday afternoon with a time for “Sharing the Stories” of 

women clergy from across our Conference.  We hope to gather stories from the ministries of 

women throughout our conference.   Some will be there at the retreat to share with us, and 

each other, and to answer our questions in a panel discussion that will conclude this year’s 

retreat.  We hope that this will be the first of a series of panels to be held across the state over 

the next year or so as we celebrate the vital contributions of women clergy to our 

Conference. 
 

 

 

East Wisconsin Methodist Elders Class, 1964 Wisconsin United Methodist Elders Class, 2016 

Come for both days, or just one. More information can be found by contacting the Archives 

at archives@wisconsinumc.org,  or 608-837-7328.  A brochure for the retreat can be down-

loaded at: www.WIUMCAMPS.org and online registration can be completed at: 

www.wiumcamps.org/retreats. 

Register Now!  

mailto:archives@wisconsinumc.org
http://www.WIUMCAMPS.org
http://www.wiumcamps/retreats
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Women in the Pulpit: The Journey to Ecclesiastical Suffrage 
 

Written by Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian 

 

2016 marked the 60th anniversary of the granting of full clergy rights to women in the 

Methodist Church in the United States. After a day of contentious debate, the 1956 General 

Conference decided to drop ¶313 in the 1952 Discipline of the Methodist Church that 

specifically excluded women from the “traveling ministry.” The 1956 Discipline added 

¶303 which states: “Women are included in all provisions of the Discipline referring to the 

ministry.” This was the last and most important step in the long journey for women who 

wished to be allowed not only to fill the pulpit, but have a voice in their Church’s 

governance. In this issue of Flashbacks, I will begin reviewing some of the history that led 

to the 1956 General Conference decision. In following issues, I plan to introduce the readers 

to some of the women who were instrumental in this struggle, both in Wisconsin and on the 

national stage. 

 

The movement for ecclesiastical suffrage in the Methodist Episcopal Church (which would 

become the Methodist Church) really started shortly before the Civil War. Women like 

Phoebe Palmer (one of the founders of the Holiness movement) and Catherine Booth (co-

founder of The Salvation Army) arose as leaders in a nation-wide movement to expand the 

role of women in ministry. It is not coincidence that their actions paralleled the rise of 

women leaders in the missionary, temperance, suffrage and anti-slavery movements. 

Women like Palmer justified their call to preaching based on several sources.  First was 

Paul’s letter to Galatians: “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 

there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28)  Also important 

was Peter’s citation of Joel’s prophecy: “In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit 

on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy.” (Acts 2:16-17) And finally, there 

was the theology of the “Baptism of the Spirit” or “entire sanctification” that Palmer 

promoted. This gift of grace from the Holy Spirit occurred after conversion and not only 

purified the heart but empowered those who experienced it to respond directly to the Spirit’s 

call. 

  

Thus, following the Civil War, committed Methodist women who felt that they had received 

this empowerment from the Spirit began to seek a license to preach from their local 

congregations. At the time, there was nothing in the Methodist Discipline that explicitly 

prevented this. The first woman to gain a license to preach in the Methodist Episcopal 

Church was Maggie Van Cott. On March 6, 1869, the quarterly conference of Stone Ridge, 

Ellenville, New York, gave her a local preacher's license. It is reported that within her first 

year she brought 500 hundred souls into her quarterly conference. Soon she began to travel 

as an evangelist and encouraged other women who felt the call to preach God’s word to do 

so as well. She became known for her manifesto, "I believe my tongue is my own, and I will 

use it when I please, where I please, and as I please."  
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In January of 1871, Van Cott was invited to preach in the Cotton St., 

M.E. church in Fond du Lac, WI. In the audience was twenty five year 

old Georgia Benedict, who was employed as a proofreader in the local 

paper, The Fond du Lac Commonwealth. Also, in the crowd was a retired 

member of the Wisconsin Conference, who upon seeing the how many 

were in attendance commented: “A trained pig will draw a 

crowd.” (When I was a Preacher, Georgia Benedict Bullock, 1929). 

However Benedict was undeterred. Inspired by Van Cott, and 

encouraged by her local pastor, she was granted a license to preach by 

the Cotton St. M.E. church. She gave her first sermon to that 

congregation on the last day of December 1871 at their “watch-night” 

service. 

 

 The next year she travelled to Black River Falls to replace a 

pastor who had to leave town to deal with a family emergency. 

For several months she took over the full pastoral 

responsibilities of that congregation.  After that, she traveled 

from town to town to help in revivals. She recorded preaching 

298 times in 1872, her first full year. In her journal, she records 

that traveling as a single woman had its hardships. Her authority 

to preach was routinely challenged, she was refused room and 

board, and on one occasion she had to forcibly repulse the 

unwanted attentions of a recently widowed pastor. 

 

In Van Cott’s and Benedict’s day it is fair to say that women 

preachers were tolerated as a novelty, although as Benedict 

states in her memoir, “many came to scoff but  remained to 

pray.”  

 

However, the “women’s issue” was brought to head in the 

Methodist Episcopal Church in 1880 when Anna Howard 

Shaw and Anna Oliver were recommended by their 

Quarterly Conferences for ordination and their names were 

brought forward at the New England Annual Conference. At 

that Conference, the presiding Bishop ruled that, “In my 

judgment  the  law of   the Church  does   not  authorize  the 

ordination of women; I, therefore, am not at liberty to 

submit to the vote of the Conference the vote to elect 

women to orders.”  When the ruling was appealed to the 

1880 General Conference, the response was to affirm the 

Maggie Van Cott 

Georgia Bullock Memoir 

Anna Howard Shaw 
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Bishop’s decision. More decisively, ¶572.3 was added to the Appendix of the Discipline: 

“The General Conference judges it inexpedient to take any action on the subject of licensing 

women to exhort or to preach; and that it is also inexpedient to take any action on the subject 

of ordaining women to the ministry.”  

 

However, the “women’s issue” did not go away after that 1880 decision. Memorials 

continued to be brought before General Conference each quadrennial. Indeed, at the 

following General Conference in 1884, a resolution to allow for the licensing of women 

failed by a vote of 126 ayes vs 222 nays. So as you can you see, even in this group of 

exclusively male 19th century Methodist preachers, there was a sizeable minority that wished 

to expand the role of women in ministry. 

 

In the era preceding the 1880 restriction on women preaching, we know of four women who 

were licensed to preach in Wisconsin in the Methodist Episcopal Church: Miss Sophia W. 

Wright, Prairie Du Chien District (1873-1878); Emma C. Richardson, La Crosse District 

(1873-75); Mrs. Susan Steele, Appleton District (1871); and Miss Georgia Benedict, Fond 

du Lac District (1871). It should be noted that this list is very incomplete, as the listing of 

local preachers in Annual Conference Journals was inconsistent. Indeed, the East Wisconsin 

Conference only listed them for the year 1871. Sadly, we can only assume that there are 

more Wisconsin Methodist women who were pioneers in the pulpit that have been lost to 

history.     
 

Next Issue: “1920: Women Are Allowed to Preach Again”  

 

 

Gems From the Archives 

 
(Found by Wil Bloy, Archives volunteer) 

 

● Advertising for the Epworth Organ and Singing: 

“It helps the preacher for the whole congregation to sing. Sing in earnest – sing like they 

mean it. When the singing has sparkle and snap and power in it, the preacher finds it easier to 

preach – the sermon takes hold better. Good singing will help make it so with an Epworth 

Organ. It will be sent on trial, no money asked”.– The Williams Organ & Piano Co, Chicago 
(1898 Yearbook – West WI Conference, Methodist Episcopal Church, back page ) 

 

●  Ministry to the Lumber Camps 
“Mr. W. H. Babcock had charge of providing reading material for Lumber Camps and supplied most of the 

camps within the bounds of the District. He also visited the camp and conducted religious services and 

entertainments reaching about 3,000 men. We should continue this.” – Fred J. Jordan Presiding Elder, 

Superior District 

(1929 Yearbook – West Wis. Conf., Methodist Episcopal Church, page 177) 
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● Difficult Travel – Communication 

“One great inconvenience and hindrance to the work of the district is the lack of direct 

railway connections of parts of the district. That part of the district known as the Kick-a-poo 

valley does not geographically belong to the Platteville District. One can go to the city of 

New York more easily than from the Kick-a-poo valley to Platteville.” – S. W. Trousdale, 

Presiding Elder, Platteville District  

(1899 Yearbook – West WI Conference, Methodist Episcopal Church, page 47 ) 
 

● Ethnic Relationships 

“The fact of a man having been born in Norway, Sweden or Germany should never be given 

as a reason for neglect. There are some who when asked who their neighbors are, will 

answer, “Oh, they are Germans; I don’t know them. They never come near the church.” I 

have tried to impress pastors and people that they should strive to be interested.” – H.W. 

Bolton, Presiding Elder, Platteville District. 

(1901 Yearbook – West WI Conference, Methodist Episcopal Church, page 49) 

 

 

 

 

John Wesley Carhart—Minister Extraordinaire 

 
Submitted by Wil Bloy, Archives Volunteer 

 
Before there was the Model T, Henry Ford and other mechanical tinkerers tried to create a 

horseless carriage. One was the Rev. John Wesley Carhart, Wisconsin Methodist Episcopal 

Minister. 

 

While serving First Methodist Church, Racine, in 1871, he 

convinced his uncle and several of his parishioners to financially 

back the building of his machine. It was powered by a two-cylinder 

steam engine, steered by a lever controlled by the driver, and had a 

top speed of 5 MPH. He called it “The Spark”. Others called it the 

“Steam Wagon.” It probably should have been called “The Big 

Bang” because of the rattling noise it made. It gained a lot of 

interest across the state when he entered his machine in a race from 

Green Bay to Madison in 1878. He didn’t win the race, but his 

efforts were rewarded when he was recognized in 1908 by the Paris 

International Automobile Exposition as one of the “Fathers of the 

Automobile.” 

 
Rev. John Wesley Carhart 
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John Carhart was born in 1834, near Albany, New York. He was married to Theresa 

Mumford and was the father of eight children. In 1855 he became a Methodist minister in 

the Troy New York Methodist Episcopal Church Conference, serving churches in that area 

until his move to the Wisconsin Methodist Episcopal Conference. He was assigned to First 

Church, Racine where his ministry had a very promising start. 

 

However, his combination of preacher and inventor had it’s problems. While in Racine he 

stored “The Spark” in a shed owned by J. I. Case of the future tractor company fame. One 

day when he was driving his contraption near the shed, the extreme noise it made spooked a 

young colt. The frightened colt badly injured itself while running away and had to be put 

down. Mr. Case sued over the loss of the colt. This tarnished Carhart’s reputation and 

effectiveness among his parishioners and the people of Racine. Consequently, the Bishop 

suspended the ministry of the Rev. Carhart from First Methodist Church, Racine, and 

stationed him to be the minister at First Methodist Church, Oshkosh. 

 

Shortly thereafter things seemed to turn for the better when the Rev. Carhart was appointed 

Presiding Elder of the Appleton District of the Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church. But, this good fortune was short lived. 

 

While serving in the capacity of leader of his assigned district clergy in the Appleton area, he 

became involved in a very contentious dispute with a fellow clergy named G. C. Haddock. 

The dispute escalated until the Rev. Haddock brought charges against Carhart and asked that 

it be resolved at the 1880 Annual Conference. A special committee of fellow clergy were 

appointed to review the charges and bring a decision for resolution. The 1880 yearbook of 

the Wisconsin Conference records the following: “The select committee appointed to try the 

charges against John W. Carhart by George C. Haddock…after reviewing the charges of 

dishonesty, perjury, lying and immoral and unchristian conduct (have concluded) that all be 

sustained.” The conference then voted to expel The Rev. Carhart from the Wisconsin 

Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

 

The Archives records on the Rev. John Wesley Carhart end at this point. But other sources 

tell us that his accomplishments and involvements were far from over. He resigned from the 

ministry, and moved to Lampas, Texas, where he established a weekly newspaper, was it’s 

editor and a much read published writer. He also became a very serious student of medicine 

which continued for the rest of his life. As the years passed he was known as a recognized 

expert on skin and nerve diseases. 

 

John Wesley Carhart died in 1914 at the age of 80. He was a man of many achievements, but 

known among us primarily as a Methodist Minister. 
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 La Crosse: Wesley Celebrates 130th Anniversary in 2016 

 
Submitted by Trevor DuPey & Jackie Vaver, Wesley (La Crosse) United Methodist Church 

 

Wesley UMC traveled back in time to 

1886 to celebrate the 130th Anniversary 

of their sanctuary. Planned to coincide 

with “Historic Downtown La Crosse” 

weekend, October 8th & 9th, 2016, 

members of the congregation dressed in 

period costume and provided scripted 

building tours highlighting the 

architectural and historic significance 

of the originally named, First Methodist 

Episcopal church, to the city of La 

Crosse. New permanent displays of 

photos over the years were installed to 

highlight the building’s evolution. 

Tours ended with a root beer social and 

stained glass coloring station for 

children of all ages.  

 

The following day, the Sunday Service was a reenactment of the original dedication service 

as reported in the August 15, 1886 La Crosse Daily Republican and Leader. Keeping close 

to the original Order of Worship, the service included an orchestra led by Beth Becker and 

organ voluntaries and hymns of the time played by organist, Trevor DuPey. A sentinel 

equipped with a long stick with a feather to poke the men and gently wake any women who 

nodded off during the service kept everyone in check. Fortunately for all present, the 

pastors, Anna-Lisa Hunter of Wesley UMC and Park Hunter of Onalaska UMC kept the 

sermon to a fraction of the original hour and a half long litany. 

 

A Brief History 

Wesley UMC is one of the oldest Protestant churches in La Crosse. The Wisconsin 

Historical Society considers Wesley’s building one of the four most significant 19th Century 

structures in La Crosse. The building became a La Crosse Historical Landmark in 1988.  

 

When completed, the $17,000 cost of construction had been paid in full. Odin J. Oyen’s 

fresco and an organ were added a year or two later. The exterior is of the Victorian 

Romanesque Revival Style of Architecture built of red brick with white stone contrasts and a 

massive pyramidal tower and belfry. Three beautiful rose windows and several other stained 

Wesley UMC, La Crosse, WI 
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glass windows are typical of the style. The interior was finished in cherry, maple and ash and 

lit by 100 gas jets. The building was heated and ventilated by the celebrated Ruttan system. 

 

The first addition to the building was in 1907 adding the Colman Wing of classrooms, a 

small kitchen and ladies lounge. A fire in 1922 destroyed the organ and part of the sanctuary. 

Renovations were completed a year later. Enhancements included a new pulpit, organ and 

choir loft. The ceiling was lowered slightly from a barrel style to coffered to improve 

acoustics. Some of the original Oyen frescoing was still visible. An education wing was 

added in 1954 and other changes were made to the sanctuary over the years as the needs of 

the congregation evolved. Salzer Memorial Methodist and West Avenue Methodist merged 

with First Methodist Episcopal to become Wesley UMC. 

 

Located at 721 King Street, the exterior of the original structure looks much the same as it 

did in 1886. Many original components of the sanctuary remain including the pews, light 

fixtures from 1923 and the original maple floor, which was covered with carpet for years, 

was restored in the fall of 2015. 

Please send us information about your local church history or special 

anniversary for preservation in the Archives and for publication in the 

next issue of  Flashbacks!  We will also print announcements of    

special services planned, or recently held by your church.  And please 

contact the Archives if we can help with compiling your church     

history or with celebrating an anniversary.  We are happy to help! 

Waukau—In 2017,  the Waukau UMC is celebrating its 150th anniversary. Bishop Jung 
is scheduled to be at the church on Sept 24 for a special service. A committee is  
planning the celebration details. Please watch the Waukau UMC FaceBook page and 
website at WaukauUMC.org for details. Please join us!  

CELEBRATING LOCAL CHURCH HISTORY: 

Milwaukee: Faith—Celebrated its 100th anniversary this spring. Watch for an article 

next issue.  

Yorkville: Celebrating 175th this year.  Watch for an article next issue.  
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