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WELCOME TO INCH

The annual meeting of the Wisconsin Conference Historical
Society will be held at Inch United Methodist Church on
Saturday, April 18. 	 The morning business meeting will begin at
10:00a.m. Items of business include a report from the committee
on membership revitalization and plans for the sesquicentennial
celebration of Wisconsin Methodism at annual conference. 	 The
proposed revision of the by-laws will also be under
consideration.

In the afternoon, the Rev. Don Smith of Lomira will give a
presentation on the growth and development of Methodist churches
in Malaysia, Singapore, and Sumatra. 	 Don and Mary Smith met in
the British Colony of Malaya as short-term missionaries in the
late 1950s. After completing their three year terms, they
married in the United States and taught in Indiana. 	 Don
graduated from Garrett Seminary in 1963.	 They returned to
newly-independent Malaysia with two small boys. Don served as
pastor to Raub and Kuala Lipis Methodist Churches and Mary taught
in the Methodist Girls' School. After a four year term, they
returned to Wisconsin and Don earned his master's degree in
education at UW-Milwaukee and taught in West Bend. In 1972, they
went to Indonesia as United Methodist missionaries and taught
English at Satya Wacana Christian University. 	 Don transferred
to the Wisconsin Annual Conference in 1985 and has served
churches in Frederic and Lomira.

A noon meal will be served by the Inch UMW. The cost is
$5.00. Reservations should be sent to Inch UMW, P.O.Box 297,
Poynette, WI.53955 by April 12

The Inch UMC is on the corner of Highway 51 and B,
approximately four miles north of Poynette and six miles south
of Portage. It is white frame building, set back a bit from the
road and with a cemetery behind it. It is on the east side of
the road.



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED METHODIST
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN

The following amendments to the Society's Constitution have been
proposed by the Executive Committee of the Society, and will be voted
on at the Society's spring meeting at the Inch United Methodist
Church on Saturday, April 18. The meeting will start at 10:00 am.

Present Article III. Officers
The officers shall be: president, vice president, secretary,

membership secretary, treasurer (ex officio the Conference Treasurer)
and editor of the newsletter. No officer may serve more than four
years in an office, and a person may not be on the executive commit-
tee for more than eight years in succession, and then must be off for
at least two years. The only exceptions to this rule shall be the
treasurer and the editor of the newsletter.

proposed Article III. Officers
The officers shall be: president, vice president, secretary,

membership secretary, treasurer (ex officio the treasurer of the
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation), financial secretary and
editor of the newsletter. No officer may serve more than four years
in an office, and a person may not be on the executive committee for
more than eight years in succession, and then must be off for at
least two years. The only exceptions to this rule shall be the
treasurer and the editor of the newsletter.

present Article IV. Duties of Officers
5. Treasurer. He/she shall receive and care for the funds of the

society from whatever source, and shall pay all bills approved by the
president or by any officer designated by him/her. The treasurer of
the Wisconsin Annual Conference shall be ex officio the treasurer of
this society.

proposed Article IV. Duties of Officers
5. Treasurer. He/she shall deposit and care for the funds of the

society and shall pay all bills approved by the financial secretary
or by any officer designated by him/her. The treasurer of the
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation shall be ex officio the
treasurer of this society.

New Section 6.
6. Financial Secretary. He/she shall receive all funds of the

society from whatever source and forward them to the treasurer.
He/she shall also receive all bills and forward them as appropriate
to the treasurer. The financial secretary shall present a report of
the society's receipts, disbursements and balances at each regular
meeting of the society.
(The present sections 6, 7 and 8 of this article will be renumbered
as 7, 8 and 9.)

present Article V. Meetings
There shall be an annual meeting held in connection with the

sessions of conference. Reports shall be received and such other
business transacted as may seem best to the society. There may be a
program of historical interest in connection with its annual meeting.
Special meetings of the society may be called by the president plus
at least two other members of the executive committee. The executive
committee shall meet on the call of the president.



proposed Article V. Meetings
There shall be two annual meetings of the society, one in the

spring and one in the fall. Reports shall be received and such other
business transacted as may seem best to the society. There may be
programs of historical interest in connection with these annual
meetings. Special meetings of the society may be called by the
president plus at least two other members of the executive committee.
The executive committee shall meet on the call of the president.

(Because of the tight schedules and the multitude of groups meeting
during Annual Conference the Executive Committee feels that it is no
longer possible to have a meaningful and successful business meeting
and program for the Historical Society during Annual Conference.)

HISTORICAL GREETERS WANTED

The United Methodist Historical Society of Wisconsin would
like to have about a dozen people wearing historical costumes to
act as greeters for the first day of Annual Conference on May 28.
Thie year we are celebrating the 150th anniversary of the first
meeting of the Wisconsin Annual Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. If you have a historical costume and would be
willing to be a greeter please contact Sandy Kintner at 2737 Hwy
T,Sun Prairie, WI 53590. 608-837-0043 or
dkintner@facstaff,wisc,edu, or Bob Kuhn at 310 Lakeview Drive,
Algoma, WI 54201-1056, 920-487-3811 or rkuhn@itol.com .

ESSAY CONTEST

The Historical Society announces an essay contest. The
subject of the essay should be related to some aspect of the
United Methodist Church in Wisconsin: a person, a church, a
building, an event, a theological issue. The paper should be
limited to six pages (or less), double spaced. A face paper with
the name of the article, the author's name and address should be
attached to the front of the article. Do not put the author's
name on subsequent pages.

The deadline for submission in July 1, 1998. The winner
will be announced at the Historical Society's Fall pilgrimage in
Oneida on September 26, 1998. The winner will receive a gift of
$25.00. The winning submission will be judged by the members of
the executive committee of the society. all entries will become
the property of the historical society.

Thanks to Sandy Kintner ofSunPrairie for the following items on
Bishop Morris and the Methodist Time line.



A Bishop Comes to Wisconsin

The journey of Bishop Thomas Asbury to the
Wisconsin Annual Conference- M.E. held in

Southport, 1848.

On May 24, 1848, the Wisconsin Conference-M.E. officially came into being with the
acceptance by General Conference of the recommendations brought by the Committee on
Boundaries. At the end of Conference, the five Methodist Bishops met to decide, among other
matters, the "plan for Episcopal visitation" for the following four years. Throughout his
ecclesiastical career, Bishop Thomas Asbury Morris had been a most enthusiastic proponent of
the church's advance into the newly settled west. It is not surprising, then, that it was he who
volunteered to take the "Western Conferences" that first year. His schedule, published July 2 in
the Christian Advocate, listed his itinerary for 1848 as "Wisconsin, July 12; Rock River, August
2; Iowa, August 23; Illinois, September 12; Indiana, October 4". Five years latter, Bishop Morris
published a book of "Miscellany" including some "Notes of Travel". Fortunately, among these
writings is a remembrance of his journey to the inaugural session of the Wisconsin Conference-
M.E. which met at Southport (Kenosha). The following is a condensation of Bishop Morris's
travelogue which I present to the reader, not only because it is fascinating in its on right, but
because it provides us an unique window into the leadership that helped shape Methodism in the
early days of our Conference.

The General Conference of 1848 met from May 1 to June 1 in Pittsburgh, PA. Where
Bishop Morris traveled following it's adjournment isn't know, but on June 27 we find him in
Cincinnati where he complained that "the mercury rose to ninety-five in the shade, and the
south-west wind drove clouds of dust, not only through the streets, but into my sitting-room and
bed-chamber". He allowed just two weeks for his travels to the Conference in Wisconsin,
leaving June 28 by rail "at eight o'clock, A. M.". His train began by traveling east, away from
Wisconsin, along the Ohio River until it reached the Little Miami River. The line then turned
north and the Bishop noted that "farm-houses, factories, and fresh-looking villages were passed
in quick succession, till we halted for dinner at Springfield, eighty-five miles from the city. " At
the time, Springfield was the terminus of the line and travelers were forced to engage a stage to
take them the fourteen miles to Urbana where the rail line began again. Bishop Morris noted that
"the usual practice appeared to prevail, offilling the coaches outside and in with large

passengers, and then putting in the children and satchels for chinking, to keep all steady".
Urbana was reached in about two hours where the Bishop "slept comfortably in the house of my
much-respected friend, Judge Reynolds, while the crowed passed on the night train".



The next morning the Bishop boarded the train for Sandusky City on the Lake Erie shore
(about half-way between Cleveland and Toledo). As he traveled through the "wild meadows, or
savannas, of Champain county", he remembered a time from his youth when the Wyandott
Indians had made it their home. "How rapidly the aboriginals of America are wasting before the
march of civilization! Already scattered and peeled, in a few centuries more they will numbered
among the nations that have been and are not. Surely, as Christians and patriots, we owe them a
debt of kindness". By afternoon, the train neared Lake Erie where the "the face of the country
assumed more beauty, both of nature an culture. On reaching the depot at Sandusky City, in the
afternoon, I witnessed the usual amount of noise, confusion, and clamor, of porters and agents
for baggage and passengers, swearing at and pushing each other with violence, and each
affirming, with a zeal worthy of a better cause, that he represented the best hotel in the city".
The Bishop took a room at the Sandusky Exchange and spent the rest of the day viewing the
"sail vessels with white canvas spread to the breeze, and the steam packets arriving and
departing, laden with surplus produce, and crowed with passengers". The following day found
the Bishop on a small steamboat which brought him to Detroit in about seven hours.

In Detroit, the Bishop stayed with the Hon. Ross Wilkins who was an Associate Judge of
the Federal Court for the state of Michigan, and a "local minister of the Methodist Episcopal
Church". Bishop Morris noted that his arrangement seemed to agree with Mr. Wilkins as "he
preached twice in the country on the Sabbath, and met class, felt refreshed in spirit, and was
ready to resume court business on Monday morning". Bishop Morris found the Christian
hospitality of the Wilkins's home "one of those green spots where weary pilgrims love to linger
and rest" and extended his visit through the weekend to Tuesday, July 4th. While Independence
Day "was celebrated in Detroit with the usual amount of hilarity and folly", the Bishop
"remained in doors by a comfortable fire, reading and preparing for my voyage on the lakes".

"After waiting the arrival of our boat all night, in a state of preparation to more on the
shortest notice, our coachman called for us about four o'clock in the morning, and hurried us on
board of the Niagara, just in from Buffalo, and bound for Chicago; but they soon got over their
hurry, and did not slip cable till half-past six." "The Niagara was a new boat of the line, on her
sixth trip, and perhaps nearly equal in strength and speed to any other, and free from any
unpleasant noise or motion, so that, while running from twelve to fifteen miles an hour, I
scarcely heard her engines or felt her move". From Detroit the Bishop's ship steamed northward,
"stopping two Hatchet ours at on place for wood and as at another for coal, preparatory to the
long runs ahead". Late that afternoon the ship entered the "broad bosom of Lake Huron". "As
night fell upon me, grave thought intruded themselves- three hundred souls aboard, with only a
few inches of timber between them and a sheet of water two hundred and twenty miles long and
one hundred and seventy-five broad, with the ordinary risk of collision, explosion, and fire."

The next days passed, however, without serious incident. "Our boat was a little world of
itself On the lower deck were crowds of foreigners, with their piles of chests and movables,
figuring in quaint costume, and making their first observation upon America, to whom every
thing appeared to be novel, but not unpleasant." "In the cabin were men of leisure and pleasure,



with their families, seeking new sources of enjoyment - men of business, intent on its
accomplishment - invalids traveling for health - peddlers of books and maps - tourists exploring
new states - ministers and agents on ecclesiastical business, and smoking, loquacious
politicians". Entertainment aboard the Niagara consisted, for the most part, of either card playing
or dancing. One can imagine that neither sat comfortably with a Methodist Bishop. His
description of his fellow passengers activities carries a decided note of disapproval. "Some were
in their staterooms, praying and reading their Bibles, while such as wished to relieve each other
of their cash by games of hazard, went aloft to the hurricane deck, and took with them the
"History of the Four Kings". But after the tea-table was removed, the headquarters of
amusement appeared to be in the ladies' cabin, where many assembled for the purpose of killing
time, which hung heavily upon them. The moving agent of the whole operation was a son of
Ham, patting his foot, and drawing a horse-hair across a piece of cat-gut, which made a kind a
screeching noise. He must have been a captain; for so soon as he commenced tossing his head
about and moving his right are to and fro, thou he gave no other signal or word of command, a
number of individuals rose to their feet, commenced running past each other, and facing about,
with a regular step to the sound of cuff's violin. The characters under the influence of his
enchantment were diversified- boy and misses, dandies and flirts, men and women; but one who
witnessed the affair, declared that he commander of our boat beat them all; that he was the best
dancer among them ; and no one seemed disposed to dispute the fact. There was on thong,
however, which appeared mysterious to us, who were unacquainted with such matters; namely,
how the captain of the Niagara could spend his time in the silly dance, consistently with his
responsible duties. Suppose, while he was capering about and measuring his steps by the motion
of cufft's elbow, surrounded with the stamping noise of a crazy multitude, the boat had suddenly
taken fire, ten miles from land, who amidst the darkness and peril of that hour, would have been
responsible for the souls aboard, and prepared to meet the emergency with discretion? It is
needless to say any thing respecting the rudeness of such conduct toward the civil part of the
passengers, who had gone aboard with reasonable expectation of safe conveyance and excellent
accommodation. The act defines itself'.

After a brief stop at Mackinaw Island, the Niagara headed south, into Lake Michigan
where the ship was greeted with a summer storm. "For the next twelve hours the boat was
rolling and pitching, till many of the passengers got half seas over, and the lake appeared in
general commotion, which corresponded exactly with our internal feelings. When the breakfast
bell rang, most of us had no occasion to appear at table, till we landed at Sheboygan, about nine
o'clock, and the motion which had destroyed our appetites ceased, then we revived in feeling,
and the second table was well filled, and all lost time made up. Soon after this the wind shifted
its course, met the rolling billows, and in a few minutes laid the entire surface as smooth as a
level prairie. " Bishop Morris reached "Milwaukie" on Friday afternoon, July 7th, "where more
than two hundred deck and cabin passengers were landed, to disperse through the new country. I
stopped at the National Hotel, but was subsequently removed to the house of a kind friend, where
I remained till Monday evening".

Whether the Niagara also stayed in port through the weekend isn't clear but whatever ship



Bishop Morris took Monday night deposited him in Southport early Tuesday morning, July 11.
"At Southport I was put ashore at two o'clock in the morning, amidst darkness that could be felt,
because of a dense fog, and was conveyed to the Temperance House; but when daylight came to
my relief I found ourselves in a beautiful village of some two thousand five hundred
inhabitants." The Temperance House was better known as the City Hotel and was run by Mr.
Hollis Whitney, a Deacon of the Baptist Church and trustee of the Village. The rest of Tuesday
Bishop Morris spent settling in at Southport which he found a very pleasant village although,"the
more it rains there the better the walking becomes; for, when dry, the sand is deep, and make the
travel heavy, but when closely packed, by beating showers, the walking is pleasant." The
following morning, Wednesday, July 12, promptly at 8:00 A.M. he sat at the table placed at the
front of the sanctuary of the Southport Methodist Episcopal Church and called into session the
first Wisconsin Conference.

TIMELINE OF THE WISCONSIN CONFERENCE OF THE
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

(taken from THE CROSS AND THE FLAME)

1826 Col Sam Ryan, first class leader in Green Bay
1829 John Drew, first itinerant to travel in Southwestern

Wisconsin
1832 John T. Mitchell formed first class in Southwestern

Wisconsin, Platteville
1832 John Clark, first itinerant in Green Bay
1832 First permanent organized Methodist Episcopal congregation

July, Fort Howard
1832 First Methodist church building between Lake Michigan

and the Pacific Ocean erected at the Oneida Mission
(Smithfield)

1835 John Clark, first itinerant to visit Milwaukee, January,
1835 Mark Robinson, first itinerant appointed to Milwaukee,

October
1835 Alfred Brunson began work in Prairie du Chien, October
1836 Wisconsin Territory formed.
1837 Alfred Brunson established mission to the Indians of the

upper Mississippi.
1837 Milwaukee District formed in the Illinois Conference, the

first entirely in present-day Wisconsin. Solomon Stebbins,
Presiding Elder. September

1840 Rock River Conference formed. September
1848.Wisconsin Conference authorized by General Conference

in Pittsburgh, May 1
1848 First meeting of Wisconsin Annual Conference in Southport

July 12
1848 Lawrence University charter adopted at first conference
1850 Depository of Sunday School materials established at

Milwaukee.
1851 Wisconsin Conference appointed Committee on Slavery
1852 Northwest Christian Advocate began publishing.
1854 Total abolition of slavery called for by resolution
1856 West Wisconsin Conference authorized by General

Conference. First meeting, August 20, 1856, Madison
1857 First statement by Confereribe declaring war as "one

of the greatest evils that has ever scourged our race."
1864 Freeman Aid Societies formed.
1869 Woman's Foreign Missionary Society formed



1871 First lay delegates elected to General Conference.
1872 Lay electoral conference met at the same place and time

as ministerial body didn't participate in decision making.
1872 Conference urged communion stewards to provide only

unfermented grape wine.
1881 Support for state prohibition amendment
1880 Woman's Home Missionary Society formed
1883 First Deaconess home established in Milwaukee
1888 Maximum length of appointment of ministers at one charge

increased from three to five years
1890 Epworth Leagues formed

1891 First vote on women lay delegates to Generaal Conference.
Wisconsin and West Wisconsin supported but lost church-wide

1900 Sunday School Union formed, forerunner of boards of
education.

1903.Apportionments used to endow a ministerial pension fund
1907 Wesley Foundation established at UW-Madison
1907 The title,Presiding Elder, changed to District

Superintendent
1908 First "Social Creed" approved by General Conference
1909 First Daily Vacation Bible School organized in New

Richmond
1909 Methodist Hospital established by deaconesses in Green Bay.

Later, conference supported hospitals in Madison, Rice Lake,
Richland Center, Monroe, and LaCrosse.

1910 Annual Conference promoted weekly offering envelopes and an
annual budget

1912 Bishops given residential supervision, usually over one
conference.	 First person to supervise Wisconsin, William
A. Quayle

1914.Wisconsin Conference supports women's suffrage
1914-26 Decline of protracted meetings and the rise of

visitation evangelism
1914 Vacation Bible Schools gain popularity
1916 Homes for the Aging built in Sparta and Milwaukee (1925)
1917 First Black congregation organized in Beloit
1918 Centenary Campaign begun, eventually became World Service

Program
1920 Unit of Goodwill Industries, Milwaukee, sponsored
1923 Increased observance of Lent and Easter, borrowed from

Lutherans and Roman Catholics
1927 Home for single girls built in Milwaukee, Grant hall
1930 Reserve Pension Plan instituted whereby a portion of

ministerial salaries is invested, is currently in effect.
1932 Lay representation at annual conference approved
1932.New hymnal with orders of worship published.

Increase in ritualism
1933 Ties with Lawrence College relaxed
1933.St. Paul Area seminars held at Hamline University.

Beginning of pastoral counseling
1935 Reports of boards, commissions and agencies submitted to

a Committee of Consideration of the annual conference.
1936.First manual for confirmation classes prepared by

conference
1939 Lay Leader office instituted at the congregation, district

and conference level
1939 Methodist Episcopal-North, Methodist Episcopal-South and



Methodist Protestant Churches united to form the Methodist
Church

1939 Board of Mission enabled to raise and spend money on
projects within the conference

1940 Upper Room is available.
1940 Ladies Aid Society, WFMS and WHMS combined into Women's

Society of Christian Service.
1944 First quadrennial campaigm begun, Crusade for Christ

1944 First Methodist bishop installed in Wisconsin, Schuyler E.
Garth

1947 Conference Coordinating Committee formed, Conference Council
1949 Youth leadership officers elected by youth
1949 Pine Lake Camp opened
1951 Wisconsin Conference calls on General Conference to

abolish the Central Jurisdiction (Black)
1953 Camps at Whispering Pines and Asbury Acres added
1953 Advance Specials initiated
1955 "Senior" camps organized
1958 General Conference relaxed rules to allow black churches

to transfer from the Lexington District to the
Wisconsin Conference.

1959.Methodist Manor Retirement Center constructed in West Allis
1961 Northcott Neighborhood House started in Milwaukee
1961 Schmidt Woodland Hills Retirement Center built in

Richland Center.
1964 Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren in Marion merged

to form first United Methodist Congregation.
1966 First youth convocation arranged for all conferences
1968 United Conference in Dallas in April creates the United

Methodist Church
1968.October, women's societies unite.
1969 UMC headquarters built in Sun Prairie

JANESVILLE ASBURY

Asbury congregation celebrates its 40th anniversary in 1998.
The congregation began when a group of families were sent from
Cargill when that church relocated from downtown Janesville.
The congregation was directed to organize the church on land
purchased by the board of missions in 1957. Services were held
in rented property in the ministry of the Rev.Royce Wade. The
building was dedicated in 1958.

The anniversary celebrations began with a pastor's
appreciation day on February 22, honoring the Rev. Duane
E.Andrus. On each Sunday in March, April and May, stories of
former pastors, charter members, new members, youth and special
ministries will be heard.	 During the weekend of June 6-7, the
concluding services will include a hymn sing and a walk through a
labryinth in an exercise in walking meditation.
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SUPPLIES FOR CHURCH HISTORIANS

At a recent meeting of local church historians of the Metro
North and Metro South districts, there were requests for
information and materials that are useful for local historians.
A primary help is Guidelines for Leading Your Congregation:
Church Historian.. It is available from Cokesbury, 201 Eighth
Avenue South, P.O.Box 801.Nasshville, TN 37202-0801. 	 Or use	 the
toll-free number:1-800-672-1789. The cost of the book is $2.00

On page 22 of the booklet is a list of sources for archival
materials. However, such materials are available in Wisconsin
from DEMCO. P.O.Box 1488,Madison, WI 53707-7488. The telephone
number is 1-800-356-1200. I also enquired at some of the artist
supply stores in Milwaukee that carry such things as archival
pens, acid free paper and acid free boxes.

A Manual for Publishing Local Church History is available
from Providence House Publishers, 238 Seaboard Lane, Franklin, TN
37067. Telephone 1-800-321-5692 (No price listed.) 	 However,
the company specializes in publishiing many aspects of church
history and I found the manual helpful.

Each district in the conference has a video tape that discusses
preservation of local church records. Ask you superintendent
about using the tape in your district.

BITS AND PIECES

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN CHINA- 150 YEARS.

The first missionaries of the Methodist Episcopal Church
commissioned to start the work in China were Judson B.Collins
and Moses and Jane Isabel White. They arrived in Foochow on
September 10, 1847.	 In April, 1848. they were joined by Robert
S.Maclay and Henry Hichkok and his wife.

Although Moses White had very minimal medical training, he
was pressured by the local people to treat those who were sick.
In February, 1848, he opened a small dispensary. In that same
month, Collins opened a school for boys. By May 1849, three day
schools for boys had been started. A school for girls opened on
December 30, 1850

A third activity was distribution of literature. The
printed materials has been procured from other mission
societies. By April 1848, the missionaries began to produce their
own printed materials. White also prepared a "syllabic"
dictionary in English and Chinese

After ten years, the first convert, Ting Ang was baptized.
From Foochow, the church spread throughout seven provinces.
Seventy-five years later, there were seven annual conferences and
90.000 members.



When the communists defeated the nationalists in 1949, and
the Peoples' Republic was declared. 	 Foreign missionaries were
expelled from China and the churches were suppressed. At the
end of the cultural revolution in 1980, churches were reopened.
However, denomination were not identified and missionary activity
was restricted.

MASSACRES IN SIERRA LEONE

May 3, 1998 marks one hundred years since the massacre of
seven missionaries of the United Brethren in Christ in Sierra
Leone. Five were killed at Rotifunk: Isaac and Mary Mutch Cain
Marietta Hatfield. Ella Schenck, and Mary C.Archer. 	 Two people,
L.A.McGrew and his wife Clara, were beheaded at Tiama. 	 Mary
Mutch Cain was a native of Wisconsin from a farm near Elroy.

The Hut Tax War in Sierra Leone was an effort by the
indigenous people of the country to resist the authority of the
imposed British rule. 	 The rebellion began in December, 1897
and was suppressed in May, 1898. 	 The igniting cause was the
imposition of a tax on local residences. Other causes included
the loss of power and authority by the local rulers, the
chiefs. The imposition of authority of military police was the
suspension of the slave trade

During the uprising, in addition to the United Brethren
missionaries, representatives of other churches were killed as
well as about a thousand local people. There was massive
destruction of property.

Missionaries of the United Brethren returned in November,
1898. Churches and schools wee rebuilt. The church was
reestablished and is a constitutent member of the United
Methodist Church

MEET THE MISSIONARY:LOIS MARQUART

In our Green Lake Federated Church (United Methodist, United
Church of Christ, American Baptist), conformation students hear a
number of each of the parent denominations share his/her reasons
for belonging to their particular denomination. As a United
Methodist representative, I have shared the source of John
Wesley's theology--Scripture, experience, tradition and reason.
Then I have added: "I'm a United Methodist because it's in my
genes because of my great grandfather, John Peter Marquart!"
Church history shows that he along with three other men walked
the sixty miles from the Knowles/Lomira area to Greenfield to
attend a quarterly meeting. They were converted and eventually
the Emanuel Evangelical congregation was started which nurtured
me through childhood and youth. 	 In those years, I was to hear
the missionary reports from Red Bird Mission, Sierra Leone and
Japan. At 17, I was a member of the Woman's Missionary Society.
and after college, my first teaching position was on the edge of
an Indian reservation. 	 All of these influences helped to weave
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the threads of my life into a Christian vocation through which
low-income, minority, disadvantaged and rural persons could be
served in Christ's name.

During thirty-six years of service as a deaconess-church
and community worker under assignments from the Women's and
National Divisions, projects worked in included the Garden Creek
Community Center (Oakwood, VA.) the Johnson County Larger
Parish (S.W. Missouri Conf.) Odanah Indian Mission and
Chequeamagan Parish (West Wis. Conf.) Hokkaido, Japan (an
eighteen month sabbatical), the Todd-Mellette Parish
(Methodist/Congregational-S.D.) and the Pierre-Ft Peirre
Ecumenical Ministries (S.D.). Many memories come to mind. I
will share a few.

In the coal mining country of Virginia, life was so daily
full of uncertainties due to mine disasters and yearly coal
strike.	 I recall young people walking out of the "hollers" to
attend an evening meeting at Bethany Chapel.The oil lamps were
lit and in winter also was the pot-bellied coal stove. 	 A young
adult group from Keen Mountain wired the building for us. I
picture a coal miner in bib overalls, with a twin daughter on
each of his knees, hugging them and declaring, "I'm a
millionaire!"	 And there was Mrs.Hilton, wife of a miner, who
asked to do our laundry-sheets and towels- in order to earn a
little money to send to her daughter Maggie attending a
Methodist Junior College. The water for washing our laundry was
collected in the little creek running past their cabin. These
people of faith and endurance were my early teachers.

From 1950-56,Johnson County with sixteen churches became my
next assignment,	 It was a time when out denomination faced a
shortage of pastors. 	 Small rural churches were served by Sunday
"drive-in speakers". The goal was was to develop two or three
point parishes which could support a full-time pastor. 	 A
county-wide Lord's acre program was developed and provided funds
for salary support and in many cases added multi-purpose rooms to
the one-room chapels. A lasting memory was a tent meeting led
by Dr.Harry Denman which brought 500-600 worshippers/seekers
each evening.	 A movie, "None Goes His Way Alone", based on a
Edwin Markhim poem, was produced by the General Board of
Missions and recorded the faith, commitment and stewardship of
these wonderful Christian folks.

A new assignment, 1956-62, brought me back to Wisconsin, to
the Odanah Indian Mission. This small, two -room church housed
a clothing store on Saturdays, served as a center for an
extension club and a 4-H club, as well as a place for worship,
church school and community Thanksgiving dinners. Vacation Bible
School, hymn sings and wakes were all a part of the ongoing
program.	 The conference youth camps painted both the interior
and exterior of the church. Eventually, the Chequamegon Larger
Parish was formed- Ashland, Washburn. Sanborn, Grandview and
Odanah- through which Indians and non-Indians worked together as



concerned and dedicated Christians. West Wisconsin Conference
staff provided training events to strengthen our Christian
Education work.	 Student pastors from Northland College were
part of our staff and helped develop parish wide programs of
worship, hymn sings, youth events, picnics. Through many
contacts, I experienced the Native American gifts of silence and
the sharing of "each other woes' and "mutual burdens". 	 I grew
in understanding Native American spirituality as well as my own.

My eighteen month sabbatical in Hokkaido, Japan provided a
new experience, yet it seemed so much like home to me with dairy
farming and Holstein cows (provided by Heifer project), many
crops similar to Wisconsin (corn, potatoes, green peas, grapes,
strawberries) as well as very  deep snow in winter. I was to
visit villages established by the Christian leader, Kagawa, based
on his "three love" concept (San Ai)-Love of God, Love of the
soil and Love for others. One of my responsibilities was to help
with English conversation classes at the San Ai Girls High School
and at Rakuno Daigaku, a junior college of Christian dairy
agriculture. On weekends there were opportunities to participate
in worship in rural churches and help the pastor with English
Bible classes. visit the farm families and enjoy Japanese cooking
and engage in conversation about home life, the role of women in
the home and on the farm, changing patterns in communities, etc.
In a small fishing village, Yoichi, the pastor asked me to teach
the women how to use eggs, milk apples in cooking.	 Lucky for
me, I had brought my 4-H cooking manuals with me. Among my
memories are two Christmas Caravansm, sponsored by Christian
students at the college, to rural schools in remote village and
sharing the Christmas story. School were not closed on Christmas
Day!

The years of 1964-85 were spent in South Dakota in several
projects. The first was the Todd±Mellete Parish consisting of two
Methodist and one Congregational churches in a two country area.
Religious education for Prebyterian/Congregational Native
American students living in the Federal boarding school were also
part of the project. 	 My work was primarily to the Mission
church and the Rosebud Reservation. Special experiences were
planned for the children who lived away from their families:
birthday parties, outings, trips, and summer opportunities at a
church related camp.

In 1971. the Conference Board of Global Ministries designed
a team-ministry to serve the Pierre community along with a
Catholic priest. One of our responsibilities was to develop an
ecumenical program of Christian Education for students at the
Pierre Indian Learning Center. Volunteer teachers helping in
this project were recruited from eight denominations. Sunday
vespers were held in an Episcopal Chapel with Catholic and
Protestant students worshipping together. Again, my apartment
became a gathering place for birthday events, Sunday evening
meals and time away from a structured setting.
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It may seem that poverty would not be found in a state
Capital city. Not so!	 We were to find some of the highest
salaries as well as the lowest salaries here. Early on, with
assistance from state level personnel involved in poverty
programs (OEO,CAP,LEAA,Headstart, etc.), we formed an
organization, Christians Involvement Council, aimed at working
with minority, low-income and disadvantaged persons. 	 At the
request of "grass roots" people, various services were developed
beginning with a pay-phone in what was considered the "slum area"
of the city, a free legal-aid service for low income persons
needing assistance, a thrift store, and a community center for
youth from one-parent families, called "latch-key program" in the
present time. These services continue to serve the people for
whom they were intended.

Eventually, a second United Methodist congregation was
started in the area, known as Southeast Pierre. In the
beginning, it enjoyed the use of the Episcopal chapel mentioned
above.	 In recent years, the church congregation and the
community center have been joined together and a new building
built known as the Pierre Area Church and Community Center
serving both non-Indian and Indian individuals.	 It is listed in
both the Prayer Calendar  and the Advance Special  listings.

When I recall my thirty-six years of service in the Church.
I am grateful to my great grandfather who helped to establish
Emanuel Church, to all the persons who touched me and moulded me
along the way, and to Phoebe, the first deasoness who paved the
way of service. But most of all, I give THANKS to God for all
his gifts to me!
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September 26. Fall Pilgrimage of the Wisconsin Conference

Historical Society. Oneida
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