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50 Years 
Together  

  
Celebrating the birthday of 

The United Methodist Church 
 

 
 

 

 

The Wisconsin Conference Commission on Archives and History is very pleased to 
announce that our eight annual Archives Heritage Retreat will be held at Pine Lake 
Camp on Friday-Saturday, September 7-8, 2018.  This year we will celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the union of the Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Churches 
that formed The United Methodist Church.   
 
The year 1968 is considered to be one the most turbulent years of the 20th century. 
Indeed, the events within these twelve months continue to shape and define our world 
today.  One event that year defined our  United Methodist Church, for in the middle of 
the national and world-wide upheaval, two denominations—the Methodist and the 
Evangelical United Brethren Churches met at their Uniting Conference in Dallas to 
complete their Union.  Join us at our Archives Retreat as  we examine the history that led 
up to this critical  moment in our history as United Methodists.  
 
We will learn more about the background of the two churches that joined in 1968 to 
become The United Methodist Church.  What were the commonalities and hopes that 
brought these two churches together 50 years ago? We will be privileged to hear from     
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“voices from our past,” first-hand 
reminiscences from the time of Union and 
the denominations that preceded it.  Our 
conference historian, Sandy Kintner, will 
give a presentation on the many other 
denominational unions and splits that 
preceded the formation of The United 
Methodist Church.  For example, the 
creation of the Methodist Church in 1939 
established the race-based Central 
Jurisdiction. How were some of these 
major issues resolved in the long 
negotiations to form a new unified 
church?  

 
 
We will also ask the questions: “What’s in a Name?”   How was the name of the new   
church-to-be decided upon? We will include a short dramatization of the debate over 
this issue. 
 
And how did process of union played out in Wisconsin, where three Conferences—the 
East Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist Church, the West Wisconsin Conference of 
the Methodist Church, and the Wisconsin Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church officially came together in 1969 to form the Wisconsin Conference of The 
United Methodist Church. In Wisconsin many local churches united before official 
union. And what are some of the major changes we have seen in Wisconsin United 
Methodism in the 50 years following our birthday? 
 
Our retreat is fortunate to be able to feature an evening talk presented by the Rev. Dr. 
Dan R. Dick, Assistant to the Bishop, reflecting on the topic:  “United or Untied?  The 
Rocky Road to Union.” 
 
A local church historian’s workshop will be our main program on Saturday morning.  
We will have the opportunity to ask  Lynn Lubkeman, our Conference Archivist, 
questions relating to records management and preservation of local church records.   
We will hear from local church historians about their successful strategies in promoting 
their own local church histories.  And we will take time to celebrate the special home of 
our retreat—Pine Lake Camp, which will be celebrating the 70th anniversary of its 
founding this year.  

1968 Uniting Service, Dallas Texas 
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Journey to Ecclesiastical Suffrage 
1920: Women Are Allowed to Preach Again: Part 2  

 

Readers of this column will remember that it was 1880 when the Methodist Episcopal 
General Conference specifically prohibited the 
licensing of women to preach and rescinded all 
previously issued licenses.  It would take 
another forty years of struggle before the 1920 
General Conference would grant women local 
preaching licenses.   
 
So, how did the Wisconsin Conferences of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church respond to these 
changes in 1920?  The East Wisconsin 
Conference, unfortunately, did not list local 

preachers in their journals, so the history of the early women local preachers in that 
Conference is lost. But the West Wisconsin Conference did list its local preachers.. 
Indeed, in a Presiding Elder report from the 1920 West Wisconsin Conference journal, 
we find the following comment: 
 
“For months we have wasted good money and much time on the Burleson system, and 
have succeeded in getting only temporary supplies. At this moment, we have what 
looks like enough men and three women waiting. At Des Moines*, we waxed eloquent 
for the cause of women in the ministry, and on the return found three waiting to be 
licensed. Now, if need gets desperate, we may separate three of our ministers from 
their wives, and supply the charges with the better half. Mrs. Orrin Sharpe was voted 
a license on June 28;  Mrs. A. N. Conklin, July 31;  Mrs. W. J. James, August 2. These 
elect ladies are of such quality that I believe their respective charges would cheerfully 
accept them as pastors. Will we do it? No. They are cheaper and just as serviceable this 
other way.“ - R. A. Chase, Presiding Elder, Platteville District. (West Wisconsin Year Book, 1920, p. 
59) 

 
It is interesting that Rev. Chase seems to suggest that these women should  be 
appointed to a charge just as any male supply pastor. However, all three were married 
to Conference members, and so, their talents in the pulpit could be used by the 
Conference at no extra cost.  So, who were these trailblazing women? The first woman 
listed, Mrs. Orrin Sharpe, was born Beatrice Carrie Smith in 1898 in New Jersey.  In 
1917, she married a “young man of promise and power,” the Rev. Orrin Sharpe. He was 
listed as a local preacher for the Atlantic City, N. J . charge beginning in 1915.  In 1920, 
Rev. Sharpe was accepted on trial by the West Wisconsin Conference and appointed to 
Gays Mills. However, the following year, citing reasons of poor health, he requested a 

Mrs. Charles Adee Glen Flora 

Mrs. Lydia E.  Brown Clear Lake 

Mrs. Nellie Conklin Bloomington 

Mrs. Nellie James Shullsburg 

Mrs. Cecilia Jamieson Hurley 

Mrs. Mabel B. Joslin Plainville 

Mrs. Rose Pallota Madison 
Mrs. Orrin Sharpe Gays Mills 

Licensed women local preachers 
1920 West Wisconsin M.E.  Journal  
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transfer to the Colorado Conference.  He died in 1923, leaving Beatrice a widow at the 
age of 25.  The fate of Beatrice Sharpe and whether she was ever able to fully use her 
gifts to spread the gospel are unknown. 
 
In contrast, Nellie Taft Conklin, wife of Conference member Rev. Asa Conklin, was 53 
years old when she was licensed to preach by the Bloomington charge.  Nellie was born 
in Brodhead, WI in 1866. She graduated from High School there and then attended 
Whitewater Normal and Dixon College. She taught school for ten years until her 
marriage to Asa Conklin in 1893.  Asa was the general secretary of the Madison Y.M.C.A. 
before he felt a call to ministry,  which he entered in 1914.  Six years later, Nellie was 
licensed to preach and may well have assisted her husband by filling the pulpits at 
preaching points associated with the Bloomington charge.  However, three years later, in 
1923, her husband lost his voice and was forced to retire. The couple moved to 
Broadhead and although Nellie never renewed her preaching license, she continued to 
spread the good news through Sunday School, Ladies Aid Society and Young People’s 
Work until her death in 1953.  
 
 
Lastly,  there was Nellie Vaughan James. She was born near Sun Prairie in 1878. Two 

years later her family located to Unity in Clark County. 
In 1904 , the Rev. William J. James was appointed to the 
Unity & Colby charge. In that year he apparently found 
the time to court and wed Nellie. From Unity, William 
and Nellie went to Chicago where William attended 
Garret Bible School for two years. Returning to 
Wisconsin, they served various charges in  West 
Wisconsin. In 1920, she was licensed by the Shullsburg 
charge.  At the time she had two young boys living at 
home—Donald, who was 13, and five year old Ralph. 
Nellie continued to renew her local preaching license 
until two years before her death in 1935. In her 
Conference obituary we find the following:  “She was 
one the first women in the church to receive a license to 
preach and occupied the pulpit with great acceptability. 
She was her husband’s constant companion and helper 
in every phase of his work.” (West Wisconsin Journal, M.E. 

Church-1936)   
 

By Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian, 
Next Issue: Part 3: “Women as Ordained Supply Pastors 1924-1956”  
 

Nellie Vaughan James with the Rev. 

William James  circa 1917 
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Gems From the Archives 
 

Many who enter our Conference Center in Sun Prairie 
have noticed the large Cross and Flame that hangs in 
the foyer.  They may also have wondered about its 
origins and how it came to be there. The answer was 
found in a memo sent by Bishop David Lawson in 
September, 1990. The Archives was “carbon copied” 
on the memo and it was filed away. As often happens 
in research, twenty eight years later when searching 
for some unrelated item it caught the eye of a 
volunteer. In the memo, Bishop Lawson states that 
the wooden Cross and Flame symbol was constructed 
by Mr. Duane Muraski of Brandon, WI. Bishop 
Lawson goes on to say: “He had originally 
constructed this beautiful symbol to hang in the 
sanctuary in Wisconsin Dells. However, since this is 
shared space with the Episcopal Church, it was 
decided that this very prominent United Methodist 
symbol should not hang in the sanctuary. As a result, 
he made the cross and flame available to us.” Bishop 
Lawson believed the Cross and Flame was hung in 
the entryway in the spring of 1985. 
 

 
To commemorate the 1968 Uniting Conference in    Dallas, 
bronze medals were struck, depicting early leaders of both the 
Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Churches.  On the 
reverse side there was       text outlining in detail the events of 
the occasion.  To    the left of the cross were William Otterbein, 
chief founder of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, 
and Jacob Albright, founder of the Evangelical Association. To 
the right of the cross are John Wesley, founder of Methodism in 
England, and Francis Asbury, first Bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in America. This medal was also used on the 
name tags worn.  The Archives is very fortunate to have the 
one worn by the Rev. Donald D. Fenner, an alternate   delegate 
for the Wisconsin Conference, E.U.B. Church     to the 1968 
Uniting Conference in Dallas, Texas.   
 
 

Wooden cross handing in the entryway of  

 our Conference Building 

Badge worn by the Rev. Donald 
D.   Fenner as an alternate    
delegate to the 1968 Uniting 
Conference, Dallas, Texas 
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Pine Lake Camp  
Celebrates 70 Years 

 
In 1946  the West  Wisconsin Annual 
Conference of the Methodist Church 
appointed a committee to find a site for 
a Conference camp.  Both Platteville 
and LaCrosset camps were no longer 
operational.  For many years the 
Conference had used  rented camp 
sites, forcing them “to take the left over 
time of these rented grounds.” The 

committee searched for possible sites for months. Indeed, over 40 pieces of property 
were considered. Finally, on May 20, 1947, after prayer and thought and study, the camp 
site committee, seated on the bottom of an upturned boat on the south shore of Pine 
Lake, “voted to purchase the property for the present needs of the Conference.”  
 
The land was purchased and plans were made for the first camp season in 1948. The 
following an excerpt from  a history of Pine Lake, written by Betty Irish, and presented  
on May 15, 1949 at the Camp’s dedication service. 
 
“It was an exciting moment when on March 9, 1948 the committee voted to purchase a 
building from Truax Field at a cost of approximately $800. This building 20 ft. X 200 ft. 
was to be cut into 8 sections and hauled to the camp site and reconstructed into a 
temporary kitchen and dinning unit. The building arrived April 8th and was unloaded at 
the west entrance. The next few weeks were full of activity as many united their efforts to 
get the grounds in readiness for the first meeting which was to be the Conference youth 
council and the first camp which was the older youth camp, June 28 1948. Expectancy 
filled the hearts and minds of Methodist Youth all over the conference. Could they possibly 
have Pine Lake ready for the first Big camp. If anyone ever doubted, they did not know the 
camp site committee, or the sub committees, nor did they know how youth and men and 
women with a vision can lend a hand. Brush was cleared, Army surplus tents were set up, 
Army surplus cots were painted, mattresses were cleaned and covered, shelves were built  

LOCAL HISTORIES 

Stories of our Faith 

Post Card from the 1950s 
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in the kitchen, the well was dug, kitchen stoves were installed, on and on folks worked. The 
night of  June 28, 1948 found over 140 youth and counsellors, asleep in tents, after have 
partaken in a bounteous meal in the barracks dinning hall, swimming in the clear 
refreshing water of the lake and worshipping in the outdoor sanctuary, nurtured by the 
Heavenly Father.  
 
During the weeks that followed, more than 700 youth experienced a deep gratitude for 
this quiet place where they could find a new meaning for their lives. People from all parts 
of the conference had visited the grounds, perhaps some questioning as they came but 
never doubting as they left. And so the summer of 1948 came to a close. On November 1, 
on the hill in front of the new cabin, in the warm sunshine the committee met to evaluate 
and plan. Every heart was filled with gratitude for the hundreds both young and old who 
had given such splendid service here and there. This unselfish service had turned the 
dream of a successful first summer into a reality.“ 
 
Over the next seventy years that dream would continue to provide a peaceful setting 
where the faithful come to experience spiritual, emotional and social renewal.  It is 
indeed a place God created to minister to souls and bodies of God’s people. 
 
-by Sandy Kintner,  Conference Historian 

Past Pine Lake Anniversary Brochures 
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Moundville United Methodist Church 

The first settlers came to Moundville Township, Marquette 

County, from England in 1849. There, they started a Sun-

day School and held church services in various homes. In 

1851, a Mr. Felton gave land where the present church is, 

to be used for school and church purposes. A log cabin was 

built on that site. In 1855, the Rev. Issac Smith came to 

Moundville from England and organized the First  

Methodist Society. The Rev. Tom Jones, and the Rev.       

Benjamin Whitehead preached in various churches in the 

area. Later, two more Methodist ministers joined them the 

Rev. William Audiss, and the Rev. Mr. Barron.  

Then, in 1876, a Primitive Methodist Church was built 

across from the log church. A new school was built at the 

four corners. The old church building was sold, and in 

1883 the church was moved across the road where the old 

log building had been.  

In 1888, the church was transferred from the Primitive Methodist denomination to the 

Methodist Episcopal Church of the West Wisconsin Conference. It was decided to build a 

horse shed in 1908. As the original minutes read: (September 7, 1908), "Motion made to 

build sheds for horses. Motion made that J.C. Smith and Geo. Bennett go and examine the 

North Marcellan sheds. Motion made that E. Smith and Henry Jones be a committee to get 

funds for sheds. Motion to adjourn for three weeks."  (November 11, 1908), Motion made and 

carried that we build a horse shed consisting of sixteen stalls, the shed to be 24 ft by 56 ft. 

Motion that we leave the leveling of the ground to Mr. Hartman. Meeting adjourned.  

This church building was used until 1915, when it was torn down and the present church 

was built near the old site. Lumber for the present church was donated from the farm of 

William Bennett. Volunteers gave of their time to cut the trees and haul them to the mill.  

A wood burning furnace was installed in the center of the basement. Lights were carbide 

lights with a tank in the basement, which had to be pumped up every time the lights were 

used. A step ladder was kept near for use in lighting. Later, gasoline lanterns were used 

until electricity came in 1940. A Lord's Acre sale in 1950 raised money to build a furnace 

room and install an oil furnace.  

Moundville UMC 
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A well that was dug by the town is the church's source of water. In earlier days, the ta-

bles in the basement dining room were wood tops placed on saw horses. Dishes were 

kept in a chest and there was a wood burning kitchen stove, which was later replaced 

by a gas stove. Cupboards were built for storage. Today the kitchen has been modern-

ized and recently redecorated. The basement floor was carpeted, giving a warmer at-

mosphere and providing a pleasant dining area. 

 Three annual events are held by the church using all the facilities: The Sunrise Easter 

pancake and sausage breakfast; the annual Harvest Dinner in October; and a Hunter's 

pancake breakfast on the opening day of deer season. The sanctuary of the church is 

graced with beautiful stained-glass windows. The modern Akron style sanctuary has 

a sound system, library, and communion table. The old organ was made into a book-

case when a piano was given to the church. Today the sanctuary has a piano and 

Hammond organ. The front entry was added to the church in 1957, and fully redeco-

rated in 1980. In the late sixties, restrooms and two storerooms were added to the 

south side of the church building. a new addition was added to the Church in 2006.  

There is a complete kitchen and basement for Sunday School rooms.  In 2017, the 

sanctuary was remodeled and insulated.  Many of these improvements and additions 

were given in two ways: through the donation of labor and love, and by memorial 

gifts.  

A "Ladies Aid Society" was organized in 1895. In 1941, through church unions, it      

became  the "Women's Society of Christian Service." After the union of the Methodist 

Church and Evangelical United Brethren Church in 1968, the women's organization 

was named "United Methodist Women." A "Missionary Society" was organized in 

1919, and in 1929, that group became a part of the Ladies Aid Society. Also, during 

the years, an "Epworth League" organization for young people was a part of the 

church structure.  

Over the years, the Moundville congregation has been in parish partnership with    

several neighboring communities. In 1940, it became part of the parish of Briggsville 

United Methodist Church, Trinity United Church of Christ, Endeavor, and Moundville. 

The three churches are served by a United Methodist pastor, who resides in a          

parsonage located in Briggsville.  

By Mrs. Gladys Smith (1985) with additional material by  Paul Wade (2017) 
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Minister thankful for opportunity to preach—by the Rev. Marion Kline 

It was fifty years ago to day, the first Sunday of January 

1945, that I preached my first sermon in my first                    

appointment in what was then the West Wisconsin                   

Conference. As a youth worker in Neenah, I had done a little 

speaking and the Pastor, Rev. William Riggs, thought I 

should take a church. 

“Oh, no, women don’t do that,” was my answer. But he      

persuaded me and Bishop Garth and two of the three       

District Superintendents were willing risk it. The                 

appointment to the Federated Methodist and Baptist church of Kendall was an I             

nteresting one, and work with youth helped them to accept this strange phenomena of a 

woman pastor. The outpoint never quite agreed, except for the youth and their families.  

The move in a few years to Arkansas was one I loved. I had transferred my two years of 

Christian Education, and by going to summer sessions I received the B.D. From Garrett in 

1950. Bob Trobaugh and I were two of four graduating “With Distinction.” He became a 

member of Conference. I was still an “Accepted Supply.” I never thought of myself as a    

pioneer or a foremother as I am called now. I simply thought I was doing what God    

wanted me to do at that particular time, and there were times when I felt that God and I 

were the only ones who thought I belonged there. 

From there I became an Associate with the Conference Board of Education. At that time 

the heat was on to accept women pastors on the same basis as mem. The Bishop made it 

very clear that he did not want a woman Conference member. Thus, just before the     

General Conference of 1956 I moved to the Detroit Conference and became a member of 

that Conference. I was happy to be there, but a little disappointed that had not been able 

to join the West Wisconsin Conference where my pastoral experience had been. 

Challenged to mission work, I subsequently taught Christian Education in the Union   

Theological Seminary, Manila, Philippines, and after retirement worked eight years as an 

Associate minister at the first United Methodist Church of Olympia Washington.   It has 

been a rich and full life with its turning point 50 years ago today. Thank you, Wisconsin, 

for the opportunities you afforded a woman that long ago.  

Reprinted from the Conference Newspaper, Dimensions, January 17, 1995 

The Rev. Marion Kline 
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► LOCAL CHURCH HISTORIES REQUEST: Please send us information about your 
local church history or special anniversary for preservation in the Archives and for 
publication in the next issue of  Flashbacks!  We will also print announcements of special 
services planned, or recently held by your church.  And please contact the Archives if we 
can help with compiling your church history or with celebrating an anniversary.  We are 
happy to help! 

 

►MERGER CELEBRATION: 2018 will see the 50th anniversary of the union of The 
Methodist Church and The Evangelical United Brethren Church to form The United 
Methodist Church. The Archives is looking forward to celebrating this milestone in our  
history both at Annual Conference and at Archives Retreat in the fall. We are very 
interested into talking with both clergy and lay who have memories, mementoes, 
memorabilia etc. they’d be willing to share with us for this celebration. Please contact the 
Archives. 

 

► CAMP MEMORABILIA NEEDED: 2018 is also the 70th Anniversary of the opening of 
Pine Lake Camp. As part of our celebration we are looking any memorabilia or 
remembrances people have from their camping experience at Pine Lake that they would 
like to share.  In particular, we are looking for t-shirts with the prospect of creating 
commemorative quilts from both Pine Lake Camp and Camp Lucerne. Please contact the 
Archives if you can help. 
 

►MUSEUM UPDATE: We are also looking forward to the reopening of our Conference 
Museum in Greenfield, WI with an exhibit focusing on the history women clergy in our          
Conference.  The Museum will also include a timeline of our denomination history  in 
Wisconsin as well as a special feature on Bishop Marjorie Matthews. Bishop Matthews 
was the first women elected Bishop in a major Protestant denomination. Upon election 
she served our Wisconsin  Conference for four years. If you have any artifacts, 
memorabilia, mementoes, etc. from any aspect of our Conference’s past history that 
might be important for display in our Conference Museum, please contact the Archives at 
archives@wicsonsinumc.org or 608-837-7328. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS &  NEWS 
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Flashbacks is a publication of the Wisconsin Conference  
Commission on Archives and History 

 
Flashbacks Editorial Board: 

Jim Droste,  Wil Bloy, Sandy Kintner, Lynn Lubkeman 
 

Commission on Archives and History Members 
Chair: Jim Droste (Flashbacks editor) 

Vice-Chair: Velma Hockenberry 
Secretary: Julie Schubring 
Archivist: Lynn Lubkeman 
Historian: Sandy Kintner 

Betsy Conrad, Bob Gruetzmacher, Bev Maser, Jeff Nicholas, Judy Vasby, Lynn Williams 

Subscriptions to Flashbacks: 

Mailed subscriptions: $ 15.00/year—due annually by December 31. 

Emailed subscriptions :  FREE.  Send us your email to get on our mailing  list. 

Contact the Archives at:  608-837-7328; archives@wisconsinumc.org;  

or UMC Archives, 750 Windsor Street, Sun Prairie, WI  53590 


