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IN MEMORIAM
It is with sorrow that we report the death c - two distinguished
members of the historical society.

ARLOW W. ANDERSEN

Arlow W.Andersen died on Monday, May 27,1996 at the age of 90.
Dr.Andersen was born January 13,1906 in Neenah, Wisconsin. He is
survived by his wife of 57 years, Katherine, and a son and law,
Bill and Mary Andersen of Burnsville, Minnesota. Dr.Andersen
earned his B.A.in philosophy at the University of Minnesota, M.A.
and Ph.D. in history at Northwestern University. 	 He served as a
faculty member in several colleges and universities, most
recently as professor of history at the University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh.	 He was a Fulbright Scholar at the University of Oslo,
Norway, 1960-61

Dr.Andersen was the chair of the Commission on Archives and
History of the Wisconsin Conference 1977-81. He also served for
a number of years as the conference historian.

Dr.Andersen authored a number of books on Scandanavian-American
history including The Salt of the Earth: a History of
Norwegian/.Danish Methodism.

We remember Dr.Andersen as a gentle, quiet, friendly man who had
a wealth of knowledge and was a dedicated Christian. I
personally am grateful for his help on numerous occasions, when
he did extended research in answer to my questions.

FERN I.MILLER

Fern Ivy Miller died on March 14, 1996. Fern was born in the
township of Gtranville, Milwaukee County on June 19, 1909.	 She
joined the Emmanual Evangelical church of Menomonee Falls in
1933. She maintained her membership in that church until her
death. For many years, Fern was employed at Stolzer Industries
in Menomnee Falls.
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Fern was a participating member of the historical society. She
served as membership secretary from January 1990 until December
1994.

The society extends its sympathy to family and friends of these
members.

NORTHCENTRAL JURISDICTION ARCHIVES AND
HISTORY CONVOCATION

The Northcentral jurisdiction convocation was held in
Platteville, Wisconsin from July 8-11. 1996. Several papers and
videotapes depicted history of both Wisconsi, and Methodists.

Dr.Tom Lundeen, Professor of History at the university of
Wisconsin-Platteville, showed two videotapes of black communities
in southwestern Wisconsin. Ethan Larson, pastor of the ?united
Methodist church in Juda, presented a history of the United
Brethren Church in Wisconsin from 1858-1900. 	 The first United
Brethren family settled in Rutland in 1836. 	 The first Wisconsin
Conference was held in 1858.	 At one time there were 335 UBC
congregations in Wisconsin.

During the evening of July 9, Lois Olsen presented a paper on
United Brethren Mission which included work in Sierra Leone,
Germany, China, Japan, The Philippines, Puerto Rico, and the
Dominican Republic. Also on the 9th, Nancy Bauer-King. Rychie
Breidenstein and Diane Nichols talked about the production of the
video Women in Ministry which gives a history of women in the
United Methodist Church in Wisconsin. An accompanying book is
entitled How Shall we be Known.

On July 11, the Rev. Richard O'Neil gave a presentation on Philo
Bennett: Social Conscience of Methodism in Wisconsin. Bennett
co-authored a history of Methodism in Wisconsin.

Bishop Sharon Rader led the group in devotions during the morning
session on July 9.

The members of the convocation made visits to several historic
sites. In Platteviulle, they toured the Mitchell-Roundtree
house. The Mitchell family was associated with American
Methodism from the 1780s. John Mitchell, a circuit rider,
organized the Methodist Church in Platteville in 1833.	 Samuel's
daughter, Mary Grace Roundtree, and her husband built the house
for her parents. The house is on the National Register of
Histdric Places and is maintained by the Grant County Historical
Society.

Thursday July 10 was spent in touring Galena, Illinois, New
Diggings, Benton, Shullsburg and Darlington. Lunch was served by
the United Methodist Women in Mineral Point. There was also AN
opportunity to explore the inspiring sanctuary of the church. A
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stop was made at the Linden church and the first capitol of
Wisconsin in Belmont.

The 1997 Convocation will be held in Bismark,North Dakota from
July 7-10

TO BE NOTED

From Bob Kuhn: A friend recently gave me a set of Conference
Journals that includes East Wisconsin Journals from 1950 to 1969,
West Wisconsin Journals from 1957 to 1969, and Wisconsin
Conference (EUB) Journals for 1968 and 1969 and Wisconsin
Conference UMC Journals from 1970 to 1989. Since I already have
my own set for those years, I would be happy to give them to
anyone who wants them. Contact me at 414-4t 7 -3811 or e-mail to
rkuhn@itol.com Or write to Robert Kuhn, 310 Lakeview Drive,
Algoma, WI 54201-1056.

Thebook, How Shall We Be Known recounts the lives of women in
ministry in the United Methodist Church in Wisconsin. Starting
with Electa Quinney, a member of the Stockbridge tribe who
settled in Wisconsin around 1822, the book depicts the lives of a
number of women, including several currently active in the
church. The authors are Nancy Bauer-King, Rychie Breidenstein
and Diane Nichols.

The same three women have prepared an accompanying videotape
Women in Ministry. Both the book and the videotapes cam be
ordered from the Three Sisters Press, 4295 Co. J, Oconto, WI
54153.

EMANUEL, MENOMONEE FALLS
The Emanuel Community church had its origins among the German-
speaking settlers who had migrated from the Pennsylvania Dutch
area.	 They included in 1844 the Nehs and Barnes families.
Less than two years after they arrived, the Emanuel congregation
was organized. The Rev. Andrew Nicolai was instrumental in
establishing the early services. Preaching was done in homes
until 1851 and then in the school house until 1860.

Emanuel was the nucleus of the Menomonee Falls Circuit which
covered the western half of Washington County, all of Waukesha
County and parts of Milwaukee County.

In February, 1860, the congregation decided to erect a building.
Frederick Nehs donated an acre of land for the church, shelter
sheds for the horse and mule teams, and a cemetery. He also
defrayed half of the cost of the building which was dedicated on
February 24, 1861. The sermons preached in both German and
English.

On July 6, 1902, during the evening service, the members were
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aware of an approaching storm. The Rev. S.J.Umbreit dismissed
the congregation after a brief service, just prior to the
destruction of the building by a tornado. The walls remained
standing but the rest of the building was destroyed.

The second building was constructed of red brick and was
dedicated on October 29, 1894. Additions were made to the
building in 1951.	 Limited space around the building did not
permit further enlargement or provision for parking. In 1959,
the church was relocated to Menomonee Avenue. The exterior is of
Lannon stone veneer. The corner stones from the two previous
buildings as well as the new corner stone arc included in the
building This building is currently being remodeled and a
fellowship hall and class room wing are beih constructed.

Originally, all sermons were conducted in Gelman and gradually
some services used English.	 In 1915, during the ministry of the
Rev. S.J.Umbreit, English was used exclusively.

Sixty-nine pastors have served the congregation. The Rev.
S.J.Umbreit and his wife served form 1902-05. From Wisconsin
they went as missionaries to Japan where they served for
tweenty-one years. He was elected bishop and had oversight of
the church in Germany. Later he was the editor of one of the
church publications.	 George Epp was also elected a bishop of
the church.	 Eight people from the congregation have entered
the ministry: Franklin I Nehs, Philip Schneider, Otto Jaecks,
W.G.Schultz, Frank Drollinger, Gina Garton, Gloria CAvill and
Gary Streiff..

The congregation continues to maintain the early cemetery and is
planning to register the cemetery with the national registry of
cemeteries.

For twenty-five years, from 1962 to 1987, the church housed the
Early Intervention Program for Children with developmental
delayed and handicapped conditions. Both childcare and preschool
lasses were offered.

The congregation began the anniversary celebration in December,
1995 and has held a series of events throughout the year.
Several large banners hanging in the church give notice to the
event.	 Historical artifacts are displayed. In May, former
pastors and staff members were recognized during a banquet. The
next day, on Sunday, the sermon was preached by the Rev. Harvey
Schweppe, who had been the pastor during the construction of the
new building.

On August 25, an ecumenical service will be held with St.
Anthony's Catholic church which is also celebrating its 150th
anniversary/ The remodeled facilities will be dedicated on
November 10 with Bishop Sharon Rader preaching the sermon..

The fall pilgrimage of the historical society will meet at the
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church on Saturday, September 28.

ZION, COLGATE
The Zion, Colgate congregation was organized in the same year as
Emanuel, Menomonee Falls, 1846. The Rev. Joe Harlacher was
instrumental in the early development of the congregation. He
also donated the land for the building. The first building was
constructed of logs and was dedicated on March 27, 1853. A
third congregation on the circuit was in Richfield.

The present frame building was erected in 1886 and was dedicated
by Bishop R.Dubs on October 24. The Soo Line Railroad, which
runs near the church, was completed that same year and the first
car load of lumber that arrived at the Colgate station was for
the church building.

Extensive renovation were made in 1920 and :gain in 1956 when a
kitchen, toilet facilities and a well and waster system were
added to the basement. In 1984, the altar was removed from the
north end of the building and placed on the south end of the
sanctuary. Additional rooms and a large foyer were added to the
north part of the building.

Originally, worship services were conducted in German until after
World War I when some English was added. 	 By the 1920s, English
was used exclusively.

A congregation was organized and a building constructed in
Germantown in 1920.	 This congregation was added to the
Menononee Falls Circuit. The circuit was divided in 1930 so that
Colgate and Richfield became a two-point charge.	 In 1967,
Colgate became a separate charge and a parsonage was built on
land next to the church.

Five members of the congregation entered the ordained ministry:
J.A.Siewert, L.M.Siewert, B.O.Maschman, F.J.Siewert and
C.H.Kolander.

The anniversary will be celebrated on September 14 and 15, 1996.
A dinner will be served on Saturday evening. Bishop Rader will be
the preacher for the morning service on Sunday, the 15th. The
service will be followed by a pcitluck lunch and a hymn sing at
one P.M.

LODI
On Maich 1, 1845, Marston Clark Bartholomew came to the territory
now known as Lodi.	 His brother George E and Rev. and Mrs.Henry
Maynard arrived soon after. The Bartholomews came from Indiana
and were loyal church workers. "They lived according to Methodist
rule, gave liberally and labored untiringly for the church of
their choice."	 Rev. Maynard was licensed to preach in 1831 He
was a circuit rider by an illness made it necessary to settle in
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one location.

Lodi was nine miles away from any other settlement and over
twenty miles from the nearest Post Office which was in Madison.
In the fall of 1845, the Rev.Rufus Harvey, another itinerant
preacher, noticed some Methodist papers at the Madison Post
Office addressed to the Rev. Maynard. The Rev.Harvey was
stationed in Madison and was in charge of the territory thirty
miles west and south. He traveled to Lodi and became the first
preacher.	 At first services were held in homes and then in the
school house which was built in 1846.

A stone church was erected in 1855 and dedicated in 1857. by Mr.
N.E.Cobleigh, President of Appleton University, now Lawrence
College.

The Chicago and Northwestern Railroad tracks were laid through
Lodi immediately west of the church in 1871. A new type of
competition ensued as suggested in the following quotation from
the District Superintendent's report of 1884,. "The Society is
one good footing and wee it not that the preacher must blow in
competition with the locomotives it would be considered a
desirable appointment. The present incumbent has held his own so
well that a reasonable hope is expressed by some that he be
returned to blow a third year, although such a thing has never
happened in the history of the Charge." (He did return.)

Early in the 1920s, some members began to talk of a new building
or an addition to the old one. This idea gained momentum in 1927
when the tower and roof of the old church were destroyed by fire.
This damage was repaired along with an addition to the building.
The contract for the building was $15,500. 	 During the
depression, the church had not been able to keep up with the
interest on the church debt. 	 The Home Mission Board offered
that if the church could raise $500, they would reduce the
principal by an equal amount. This was accomplished.

On March 24, 1968 a fire completely destroyed the interior of the
church. The congregation voted to erect a new building. in 1969,
Bishop Ralph ALton consecrated the new building.

The 150th Anniversary was celebrated on October 1, 1995 with a
pot-luck dinner followed by a program commemorating the beginning
of the congregation.

From material supplied by Cal Cramer, Chair of the History
committee
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SHULLSBURG: CENTENARY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH CELEBRATES 150 YEARS OF MINISTRY

In 1995, the Centenary United Methodist Church of Shullsburg
celebrates 150 years of ministry to the community of Shullsburg.

In 1828, John Dew, circuit riding preacher from Galena, Illinois came
into present-day Wisconsin and baptized six children_ families of lead miners
and one, the daughter of Francis Clyma, at Gratiot's Grove along the Fever
River, just outside of present-day Shullsburg. He also held a "two days
meeting" at Ahab Bean's farm on the Fever River, according to the Galena
Advertiser of August 15, 1828. This is just west of Shullsburg. At this time,
the city of Shullsburg had been settled about a year before.

The earliest know circuit rider in Shullsburg was Rev. William
Simpson, who preached in a log schoolhouse in 1842. The next was the
Rev. Isaac Searles from Council Hills in Illinois. Council Hills was the name
of the circuit, which included Hazel Green, Benton, Shullsburg and New
Diggings (all in Wisconsin) and Council Hills (in Illinois). In 1845 Rev.
Searles organized the first church here, and the services were held in the log
schoolhouse. In the same year, he also organized the Sunday School in
Shullsburg.

In an old record is the following entry:
"Shullsburg circuit was organized in 1852, embracing six
appointments of the Council Hill Circuit. There were 130
members including probationers. E. Yocum, P.E. (Presiding
Elder) and A. H. Walker were appointed by Bishop Ames to
take charge of the Shullsburg circuit. At the six appointments
there were seven classes, two in Shullsburg, and one each at
each other point."

On the Shullsburg circuit in 1852 were West Ella, Bethel, Vita Grand and
White Thorne Spring. As the circuit grew larger, classes were organized at
White Oak Springs, Monticello, Kingsley, Pleasant Valley, Pleasant View,
Stone School House and Sump Grove. They became a part of the Shullsburg
Circuit. Chapels were built in some circuits.

In May, 1853, property for a Methodist church was obtained from
William Hempstead and a small 30x40, one room frame structure as built on
the corner of Church and Gratiot Streets.

The first lending library established in Shullsburg was at the
Methodist Church, whose library then contained 368 books on a variety of



subjects and fiction. Books were lent and exchanged on the circuits, and
librarians were appointed to head the program.

Growth and prosperity attended the congregation, and by 1866 (only
14 years after the church was built, they had outgrown the frame church.
By unanimous vote it was decided to build a new stone church. The old
building was purchased and moved to the corner of Church and Iowa
Streets,, and later it was traded to the Primitive Methe,iist Church for their
property on Water Street. When they discontinued, it as sold in 1895 to
St. John's Lutheran Church, which was German. When that church closed,
it was sold in 1911 to the city of Shullsburg for a City Hall. It was used for
that purpose, until they rented (and later purchased) the Congregational
Church. However, the city still used the frame building for meetings by the
fire department. The fire station was located there until 1964. Then is was
used as a truck garage for the city, until it was torn down in the 1980's. (It
is an interesting history of the first Methodist Church in Shullsburg.)

The new 1866 church was built out of limestone from the area.
Members of the church, mainly miners , farmers, and a few merchants,
helped excavate for the foundation of the building. They hauled rock the
near-by quarry with their horse and rigs. This 2 story limestone building
was built at the cost of $12,000, was 40 by 70 feet and seated 400. The
church was dedicated on July 4, 1867. On June 28, 1990, this building was
placed on the National Register of Historic Places.

In 1881 a bell for the church was purchased. It was installed in the
church and used until 1941, when the Methodists offered $75 and their old
bell in exchange for the bell from the old Congregational church, which was
then being used as a Community Center. Lightening had struck the building
and damaged the tower. The offer was accepted; the bell was removed from
the damaged tower and exchange was made. The old bell stands by the tire
station in downtown Shullsburg.

The first parsonage was built in 1860, with Rev. James Sims its first
occupant. In 1960, the present parsonage was built.

Much of this material was done by
Glenn and Fran Matl, with some extra
comments by Rev. Richard O'Neil
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EMANUEL , BARABOO
The Emanuel congregation celebrated the 120th anniversary on
September 10, 1995. This congregation of the Evangelical Church
was organized in 1875. The Rev. K.F.Finger served both the
Baraboo and Black Hawk congregations. The first building in
Baraboo was dedicated on October 19,1879.

Very few churches have to compete with a circus, but on May 19,
1884, the Ringling Brothers set up their first circus tent show
across the street from the church building. One has to wonder
whether the preacher was able to compete with that attraction!

Early services were held in German with wome: 3itting on one side
of the sanctuary and men across the isle. En i iish language was
used to some extent starting in 1919.

A second structure and parsonage were built in 1919. In 1964, a
third building was erected and was dedicated on October 17, 1965
by Bishop Harold Heininger. The bell from the second building
has been installed in a tower on the grounds of the new
building. Four stained glass windows were also taken from the
previous building and installed in the new structure.

Eight members of the congregation have been involved in full-time
Christian work: three ordained ministers, two as pastors' wives,
four as missionaries and one as the director of Evangelical
Ministries for the national United Methodist Church.

Celebration of the anniversary was held on September 10, 1995.
Several former pastors shared in the morning services and the
sermon was delivered by Bishop Rader. The afternoon service
included reminiscences and special music.

CRYSTAL LAKE

Although the Crystal Lake church dates its origin to the
construction of the building in 1895, there has been a Methodist
witness in the community from 1852, In that year, several
immigrant families from England and Ireland settled in the
community, among the, the Rev. Samuel Simcock. He had been
licensed to preach in the Methodist Episcopal Church in Illinois
in 1843. He preached in the Crystal Lake area for about three
years.

In 1855, the Bylaws of the Dayton Cemetery, not the Crystal Lake
Cemetery Association were drafted. The Association provided land
for a school house and a church. The church building was erected
in 1895.	 Any person that contributed $25.00 to the construction
of the building was also given a deed for a lot in the cemetery.
The building was turned over to the cemetery association which
was given the authority to collect all debts and pay all bills.
Through the years, the congregation has been part of several
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circuits Parfreyville-Grant-Crystal Lake; Wild Rose-Dopp; Poy
Sippi; and Waupaca. The church became a member of the Wisconsin
Annual Conference in 1944. In 1980, the congregation purchased
the building form the cemetery association.

Through the years the congregation has been served by pastors of
the circuits and by student pastors. The current pastor is
Jeffrey Fletcher, a certified lay speaker

Taken from the history compiled by Enlo Pinkerton, Historian

I MMANUEL , RIPON

Like the dividing and uniting motifs of a symphony, churches also
divide and unite. The history of the Immanuel Church in Ripon
demonstrates this ebb and flow.

The Methodist Episcopal Church was the first motif. 	 In 1884, a
Methodist society of seven members was formed at the newly
established Cereco settlement, an experimental commune located at
what is now Ripon's northwest side. 	 The Methodists became a
part of the circuit ministry of Dr. W.G.Miller. The first house
of worship was erected in 1856.

The Evangelical church had its origins in 1869 when the Rev.
Andrew Tamutzer, the minister of the Berlin circuit came to
preach. The congregation was organized on August 12, 1870. 	 A
building was constructed and was dedicated on October 27,1870.
The congregation was a part of the Berlin circuit until 1889.

In 1890, a controversy arose in the congregation and forty-eight
members left the church and formed the German Methodist Episcopal
Congregation. At first they rented a room in the basement of the
Methodist church where they worshipped. In May, they began
construction of their own building. 	 In 1931, both congregation
were served by the same pastor. By 1937, the two congregation
united to become the First Methodist Episcopal Church.

After the national union of the Evangelical United Brethren and
the Methodist Episcopal church, the two local congregation united
to form Immanuel United Methodist Church. The congregation now
worships in the building that was constructed for the EUB
congregation. The building is constructed of light-colored brick.

The church has a remarkable history of providing persons
dedicated to full time Christian service. Fifteen men have
become ordained ministers. Four members have been engaged in
missionary service overseas.	 The congregation has demonstrated
concern for people outside the local congregation. After World
War II, the Wisconsin Conference (EUB) led all other conferences
in the denomination in the resettlement of displaced persons.
The Ripon congregation sponsored the resettlement of sixteen
families and two unmarried individuals. They have provided
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salary support for Richard and Caring Schwenk, missionaries in
the Philippines, for a number of years.

The anniversary was celebrated through 1994. In April, Bishop
Rader was the speaker for the morning worship service.
Historical articles were displayed. The Christian Fellowship
Club gave a musical presentation. A memorial service was
presented ion May./	 in June, former pastors were honored at a
dinner. In July, the congregation prepared a float for the
Riponfest parade. 	 Former pastors and staff members were
recognized at a dinner August. In September, a mission fair
celebrated the involvement of the congregation in mission. An
old-fashioned camp meeting was held in October , and in November,
a service was held to share a vision for the f ure.

MEET THE MISSIONARIES; RICHARD AND CARING SCHWB;NK

Richard Lloyd Schwenk, a native of Wisconsin, earned his B.S.
degree in agricultural education from the University of
Wisconsin, M.Div degree from Garrett Theological Seminary and
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Extension education and Developmental
Sociology from Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. 	 He studied
microcomputers in vocational education at the University of
Wisconsin. He served as an assistant minister in the United
Methodist Church in River Falls and Chicago. 	 He served in the
Philippines, 1957-61 as a short-term agricultural missionary
teacher.

Paz Caridad (Caring) Schwenk, a native of the Philippines holds a
degree in education from the Philippine Christian University
(PCU).

The Schwenks worked in Sarawak, Malaysia 1965-1979. They
developed a comprehensive team ministry combinirg agriculture,
health education, pastoral care and home and family life. Dr.
Schwenk helped Sarawak farmers obtain rice yields up to five
times the national average using techniques he learned at the
International Rice Institute in the Philippines.

Mrs. Schwenk taught literacy classes to women, taught Sunday
School, played the organ and directed the church choir.

Since 1979, the Schwenks have been serving at PCU in Manila
where they coordinate SEED (Synergistic Extension fro Extensive
Development Center.) 	 SEED has been the center of various
outreach projects of PCU and aims at a more wholistic approach
towards, the development of people in their communities.
Mrs.Schwenk oversees the Lighthouse Nursery-Kindergarten for 100
children in the Smokey Mountain dumpsite and a similar project in
Kahilum 2,Pandacam. She conducts seminars on primary health care
and leadership training for lay workers.

In 1982 Dr.Schwenk founded the PCU compUter center and served as
its director until 1992. He also founded and was in charge of
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the Technological Education Learning Laboratory using computer-
aided instruction. In the last five years, he brought computers
to Union Theological Seminary and taught students and faculty how
to use the computers for research and writing.

He coordinated the Urban Mission Resource and Strategies Center
which he helped to organize in 1992 with the overall objective to
be a catalyst and resource among urban Protestant churches for
mission and church growth strategies. He is the author of
several books.

Currently the Schwenks are serving as missionaries-in-Residence
at the headquarters of the General Board of Global Ministries in
New York City.



TORICAL PILGRIMAGE
Saturday, September 28, 1996

Menomonee Fails United Methodist Church
N84 W16707 Menomonee Avenue

Just west on Menotnonee Avenue, off of sway 175
(also West Appleton) going north from Milwaukee;

OR Highway 74 (also Main Street) off ofilighway 41-45 going
uth to Milwaukee, to Shady Lane south, to Menotnonee Ave. going east.

SCHEDULE
11:00 Historical Society Meeting
Noon Lunch - cost is $4.50 and reservation needed by Monday, Sept. 23

TO Barbara Rantans (Sec.) at Emmanuel Community UMC
1 .00 History of Emmanuel Community UMC in Menomonee Falls
2:00 Tour of Old Cemetery
2:30 Tour of "Old Falls Village" (cost is 53.00) - This is old Menomonee

Falls Village

MAP ON BACK TO GET TO AREA AND STREETS CLOSED

Sponsored by the United Methodist Historical Sode In Wisconsin
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