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HELP!!

 The current recession has had im-
plications of many areas of the Wisconsin 
Conference.   It is  also affecting some of 
the areas sponsored by the Conference 
Commission on Archives and History. 
One of these is the distribution of Flash-
backs.
THIS MAY BE TH E LAST  PRINTED 
COPY OF FLASHBACKS YOU MAY 
RECEIVE!
 Currently, there are two ways to 
receive Flashbacks.
 1. You can subscribe. The current 
cost is $12.00 a year.
 2. Flashbacks  have been  sent, 
free of charge, to each historian in a local 
church which  is a member  of the Wis-
consin Conference,
 The decision  has been made to 
discontinue sending  free printed copies 
of Flashbacks  to local church historians.
However,  the newsletter will be posted 
on the Wisconsin Conference website so 
that you can download it on your com-
puter.
 To continue receiving  Flashbacks
 1. Renew your subscription by 
sending  the #12.00 to the treasurer, 
Sandy (Doug) Kintner, 2737 Hwy T,Sun 
Prairie, WI 53590.
 2. Contact the Wisconsin Confer-
ence 
website:www,wisconsinumc.org/content/
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index.php   Flashbacks  wilL be listed un-
der the category NEWSLETTERS 

The cost of Flashbacks has been the cost 
of mailing the newsletter. As editor, I don’t 
receive a salary nor do we pay contribut-
ers when they donate their materials.
 Thanks  for your assistance.
  Lois C. Olsen, editor

 ENDLESS LINES OF 
 SPLENDOR

 
 The new exhibit, ENDLESS LINES 
OF SPLENDOR, at the Wisconsin Con-
ference Museum was opened on Satur-
day, September 19, 2009. The theme of 
the exhibit is the celebration of the many 
missionaries from Wisconsin that have 
served the church.   The museum was 
opened at 9:00 and the opening service 
started at 10:30.
 About thirty people attended the 
opening ceremony.  Welcome was ex-
tended by the Rev. Tim Berlew, pastor of  
Memorial UMC, and Ken Gelhaus of the 
Museum Committee. The Scripture was 
John 15:16 and Matthew 28: 19-20.  
Three historical statements were read 
coming from liturgies used in the Com-
missioning  of missionaries and deacon-
esses published in 1964, 1944, and 1992.
Several witnesses gave testimony: Flor-
ence Norton who served in FLorida, Lois 
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Olsen who served in Sierra Leone, Libe-
ria and Kenya, and Andy Oren who rep-
resented the Volunteers in Missions Pro-
gram.  A lunch was served at Memorial 
Church.
 The exhibit includes pictures and 
information  for about fifty missionaries. In 
addition there are artifacts from several 
areas. 
 Included is Marie Finger Bale,  
who was an ordained Local Elder and 
was granted Full Clergy Membership in 
the United Methodist Church. She served 
in India from 1946 to 1956, then in Japan 
from 1960-70 and Korea from 1967 to 
1970.
 Gertrude Bloede, a nurse-midwife,  
first served the Italian Mission in Ke-
nosha. In 1951 she started work in Sierra 
Leone. After her return to the United 
States she worked at Red Bird Mission in 
Beverly, Kentucky.
 Fred Brancel first served with his 
wife Margaret, in Angola. Here Fred was 
imprisoned for three months. In 1964,  
they worked in  Zimbabwe.  In 1968, Fred 
and his second wife, Joyce served in Za-
ire.
 John and Peggy Hooper served in 
what was the Belgian Congo, later, Zaire. 
John worked in agriculture while Peggy 
did work with the women
 The Rev. David Markay and his 
wife, the Rev. Kristin Markay, have 
served iin Lithuania and are currently  
serving as pastors of an international 
congregation of the Methodist Church in 
Milan, Italy.
 The Rev. Ernest Sells and his wife 
Olga Eberle started their service in  Rho-
desia, now Zimbabwe. From 1929,  he 
served as conference secretary, District 
Superintendent and Administrative to the 
Bishop until 1964.


 There are just several of the fifty 
missionaries whose biographies and pic-
tures are on display at the Museum
 From this  display has come an 
interest in preserving  the history of 
United Methodist  missionaries  from 
Wisconsin. Currently about 350 mission-
aries have been identified. they served in 
46 countries was well as in nineteen 
states in the UnIted States  We are cur-
rently working on a printed edition of 
these biographies. If one of the members 
of your church served on the mission 
field, please pass the information on to 
Lois Olsen, 1840 N. Prospect Ave. Mil-
waukee, 53202 or by e-mail to 
locolsen@execpc.com.
 The United Methodist Museum is 
located in Greenfield, at the Junction of 
Forest Home Road and South 52nd ST. It 
is just behind Memorial UMC. The Mu-
seum is only opened by appointment.   To 
visit the Museum contact one of the fol-
lowing
 Russ Mathers 414-543-5177
 Lois Olsen 414 347 1745
 Ann Towell 414-527 0043  

BYRON UPDATE
 Loras Whipple Smithback is my 
name and I was a camper at  Camp By-
ron from 1944-1949, except 1946 and 
from 1997-2009.  I have a degree in his-
tory from the University of Wisconsin/
Stevens Point and am my church’s histo-
rian.  I couldn’t let the history of Camp 
Byron, as told in Flashbacks , received on 
9/09/09, go uncorrected.
 In 1944, our pastor, John Walker, 
of the Sun Prairie Methodist Church, took 
our MYF to Camp Byron without 
pre=registering us. Consequently, the 
girls were housed above the dining room 
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which had double bed  bunks (Probably 
the hotel/dining room mentioned in the 
article)  It was about 50 feet in front of the 
“tank”  which was very  convenient for 
swimming (still used today).  In 1945, we 
girls were pre-registered so we stayed in 
Ingraham Hall.  The boys stayed in a long 
cottage type building behind what is now 
the office.  Every year after 1945, I stayed 
in the same hall.  The tabernacle was still 
in use with its large wooden walls that 
swung up on braces on three sides.  It 
had the most uncomfortable “pews” I ever 
sat on.   The fourth wall was where the 
altar was and behind  it was a fairly large 
room where the daily newspaper was 
printed. 
 I believe that Ingraham Hall was 
built in 1926 as there used to be a corner 
stone. It had screen porches on both long 
sides that were probably used for sleep-
ing when it was built.  The rooms were 
small and dark with two beds and chairs 
in it.   There were outside stairways on 
either end. It had a two story room in the 
middle with field stone fireplace and full 
chimney that extended through the roof.   
This was probably the chimney men-
tioned  in the article as being built with 
stones from each church.  On the second 
floor a balcony ran around three sides of 
the two story room. cross from the fire-
place end.  The advisors  had the few pri-
vate rooms in the back of the fire place 
on both floors.  There was no kitchen.  
There was one toilet  in the whole build-
ing.  Everyone was supposed to use the 
outdoor boys or girls privies built on the 
escarpment near the  cottages.
 I was a Byron in 1948 for the cen-
tennial celebration and again in 1998 for 
the 150 years celebration.  Outside of 
Bob Firary, I was probably the only 
camper who attended both sessions. I  
attended Byron Center(1997-2009) at 

Prime Timers Retreat from Saint Paul’s 
United Methodist Church in Stevens 
Point.  I believe that PTR in 2009 was the 
last scheduled United Methodist weekly 
camp ever  to be held at Byron. I am sad 
at its closing as I have very fond memo-
ries of it.

ALONG THE CHIPPEWA 
RIVER

 The 2009 Heritage Tour of the 
United Methodist Wisconsin Conference 
took place on Saturday, October 3. Seven 
sites in western Wisconsin were visited.
 Originally  titled Historical Pilgrim-
age and renamed Heritage Tour, organ-
ized by the Commission on Archives and 
History, these travels have been a tradi-
tion in the Wisconsin Conference since 
1974.  The first such tour  was made to 
the Willerup  UMC in Cambridge in Octo-
ber of that year.
 This years Heritage Tour visited 
tent meeting sites, churches and heritage 
sites just east of the Mississippi River. 
The tour was organized by  Bruce Gar-
dow, pastor of the Durand UMC.
 Members of the tour met at the 
Durand UMC for breakfast. The Durand 
congregation  dates its origins to 1855 
when the first settlers arrived in Maxville. 
Circuit riders of the  Methodist Episcopal 
church served not only this congregation 
but groups in Alma. Bear Creek. Tuttles, 
Tyrone, Durand and Lima.
  The first quarterly conference in 
Maxville was held in 1858.  The  con-
struction of the first church building in Du-
rand was  in 1866 and was completed in 
1868. The   construction was delayed due 
to the Civil War.
 In 1914, both the location of the 
church and the parsonage were moved. 
In 1956, a campaign for a new building  
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was begun and the building was com-
pleted in 1966.
 The first place visited on the pil-
grimage  was east of the Chippewa River 
at the site of the Bear Creek Tent Meet-
ings.  The tent meetings were held for a 
week at a time and were located on the 
top of a hill  There was also  a Methodist 
Episcopal church building at Bear Creek. 
Although the building is no longer there, 
the foundation of the building is still rec-
ognizable. The Durand congregation is 
an off shoot of this camp meeting
 The tour crossed the Chippewa 
River to visit the Arkansaw UMC.  This 
congregation was an off shoot of the 
Dead Lake Prairie Tent Revival. The con-
gregation started in 1857 and the first 
meetings were held in homes. The first 
building was erected in 1869.  There are 
lovely stained glass  windows in the build-
ing.  in 1922, the sanctuary was elevated 
and a basement installed.
 One of the early members was a 
lumberman by the name of Holbrook. He 
had two sons were both generals in 
World War I. His daughter started the 
Montessori School System in the United 
States.
 Today,  Arkansaw UMC is a part of 
the circuit that includes Alma and Pepin.
 The next stop was at the site of the 
Dead Prairie Tent meeting. The trip  to 
this site was though some beautiful prai-
rie grass, green and lush . It was almost 
worth the trip itself.
 The Lund church building was 
next.   It was one  of the Swedish Meth-
odist churches, founded in 1872.  It was 
part  of the Illinois Swedish Methodist 
Conference.   The building has been well 
restored. Several beautiful paintings are 
still part of the building.   They were 
painted by R. Ronge.  A painting of Christ 
in Gethsemane was done in 1914.  The 

sturdy pews are of butternut wood.   Sup-
port of the maintenance  of the building is 
done with a charcoal chicken dinner held 
once a year.  The congregation dis-
banded in 1924.
 A brief stop was made at the birth-
place of Laura  Ingalls Wilder who was 
born in Pepin, Wisconsin in 1867.  Within 
two years of her birth the family had 
moved and lived in numerous villages in 
the midwest. She taught school of several 
years.    In 1885 she married Almanzo 
Wilder.  She published her first book at 
the age of 65. Her stories recounted the 
incidents of her childhood,  the most 
noted : Little House on  the Prairie.    This 
story recounts her life in Pepin.
 At the site of the Plum Creek 
Swedish Methodist Church there is still 
wooden building which is being used as a 
storage space.
 Another off shoot of the tent meet-
ings was the Ella Church.. The exact site 
of the building is unknown  but it was 
along the Chippewa River.
 Lunch was served at the Pepin 
UMC.  The first  class of this congrega-
tion was organized in 1852. The first 
building was erected in 1856 at the cost 
of $470. This was the first church building 
of any denomination in the Eau Claire 
District.
 The first building was destroyed 
during a storm in 1875. A new brick build-
ing  was erected and dedicated that same 
year. In 1861,the German-speaking 
Methodist also erected a building.  Their 
two congregations merged in 1913.  
Services were conducted in German and 
English on alternate  Sundays.  Three 
men from the congregation entered the 
ordained ministry: John T. Garvn, G.T. 
Newcomb and Raymond Fleming.
 The village of Pepin is located on 
the shores of Lake Pepin, a wide section 
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of the Mississippi River.  One of the sto-
ries that survives the lake is  tale in which 
a bachelor  pastor lived   with the superin-
tendent of schools. I 1883, the two of 
them skated cross the lake to Lake City, 
but both fell into the lake and were 
drowned.
 Finally, it was a delightful and in-
spiring day. It has opened up many areas 
of interest. One is the Swedish Methodist 
Church. I have been trying, with very little 
success, to find information about this 
particular denomination. I would appreci-
ate it if any of our readers have informa-
tion. Please send it on  and we can in-
clude it in another issue. However, I will 
include the little information I have found.

SWEDISH METHODIST
EPISCOPAL

 Carl H. Linden, in his history of  
Swedish Methodism in Minnesota, states 
that  Swedish Methodism  was present in 
the United States as early as 1771. 
 One of the earliest efforts was on a 
ship, called the  Bethelship John Wesley.
The ship was docked  at the North River.
The first service was held on Pentecost 
Sunday, May 2, 1845. The ship served as 
a meeting place for worship, bibles were 
distributed. Immigrants were given aid 
and counseling.
 The first Swedish Methodist 
church in the west was organized by 
Jonas Hedstrom in Victoria, illinois in 
1846.
 In 1850, C. P. Agrelius was ap-
pointed pastor-missionary to the Scandi-
navians in in Wisconsin The congregation 
at Cambridge was organized by C. E. 
Willerup in 1851. In 1853,Willerup  was 
sent to St. Paul, Minnesota.  A Methodist 
class was organized and was known the 
Scandinavian Methodist Episcopal 

Church of St. Paul.  In this cradle, twins 
were nurtured: the  Norwegian -Danish 
Church and the Swedish Methodist 
Church.
 Agrelius was responsible of co-
founding several churches  in 1857.  The 
first  camp meeting was  held on the 
shores of Chisago Lake, the first Meth-
odist Camp meeting to be held  in Minne-
sota.
 For many years, the Swedish 
churches were  part of the Minnesota 
Conference of the Methodist church. 
Later, they came under the leadership of 
the  Northwest Swedish Methodist Con-
ference. In time, Swedish churches in 
Wisconsin and the upper peninsula of 
Michigan were also a part of this confer-
ence. LInden lists nine churches in Wis-
consin, all of them in northern Wisconsin.
 However, none of these congrega-
tion were those along the lower Missis-
sippi, i.e. Pepin,and Alma. Apparently 
they were part of the Illinois Conference 
of the Swedish ME.  Again, I would ap-
preciate any information you can send.

CUBA CITY

 While Cuba City is a comparatively 
young town in an area settled many years 
ago, the roots of our thriving church were 
planted almost as long ago as those of 
the first churches in this section of the 
state.  Records tell us that Rev. Smith, a 
traveling evangelist in the year 1847, or-
ganized a Methodist Episcopal Church at 
Jamestown which became a progressive 
settlement.  Services were held in the 
“Puckerville School house” and in Snelser 
Township in which Cuba City is now lo-
cated.
 The earliest records which our 
church possesses are those of the Rev.
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 John Murrish, who in 1855 was the third 
preacher to serve this community.  This 
circuit rider was a man of energy and zeal 
and extended his pastorate to include not 
only Jamestown, but the villages of 
Georgetown, Fairplay  and Dickeyville. 
This was  called the Jamestown Mission 
in the Platteville District of the West Wis-
consin Conference.
 The mission prospered and a 
handsome frame church was built at the 
cost of $900.  This was the headquarters 
of the Jamestown Mission. The church 
was located in the township of Jame-
stown, a short distance west of this is 
known as the “Sisson Place” on the road 
to Dubuque.  A Sunday School was es-
tablished in 1857.
 Georgetown attracted many fine  
families and by 1874, the church there 
became so strong, the name was 
changed to the Georgetown Circuit.
 Later, a church was built on the 
land now used as our Mount Pleasant 
Cemetery, about a half-mile south of 
Cuba City.  This church belonged to the 
Benton parish.   Three services were held 
on Sunday, the building being  crowded 
with worshippers  who drove to church in 
lumber wagons and tied their teams to 
hitching posts in the yard.
 This congregation decreased rap-
idly after the Cuba City church was built 
because some farmers retired and moved 
to town, while others preferred to drive a 
shorter distance.  In probably less than 
two years, the church was abandoned. 
Some of the older people can still re-
member when this church was sold to 
Sam Clemens and  moved into town to 
be used  first as a hall, then as a hard-
ware store.   It still forms the front part of 
what used to be known as Cook’s Garage 
- now known as Brown’s Garage.


 It was not until 1884 and 1885, 
under the leadership of the Rev. J. M. 
Phelps, that the First Methodist Episcopal 
Church was established and a suitable 
edifice was built in the northwest corner 
of Main and Yuba Streets.
 At the quarterly conference, it was 
voted to build a suitable parsonage and a 
committee was appointed to have charge 
of the construction.  The cost was not to 
exceed $1,000 and the contract for the 
carpenter work was awarded to the low-
est bidder for $155. This parsonage was 
built on the southwest  corner of the in-
tersection of Main and Yuba Streets 
where the present church stands.
 It was not until nearly ten  years 
later in 1895, that the name of the charge 
was changed to Cuba City.  In 1920, a 
new parsonage was purchased for the  
sum of $9,000, from Elmer McNett, who 
made a generous donation to the fund.  
This transaction took place during the 
pastorate of H. E.. Evans.
 Shortly after, the old parsonage 
was sold to John Riege for $1,250, and 
moved to his property on West Calhoun 
Street.  This house and grounds became 
a part of school property in the summer of 
1941.
 In 1904. when the Rev. A. Verran 
was pastor, the church edifice was greatly  
improved. A new wing was added, col-
ored glass windows were purchased and 
other repairs and additions were made.
 In 1929. it was decided to move 
the church across the street to a lot on 
which the former parsonage stood.  The 
sanctuary was lengthened, a basement 
was constructed under the whole build-
ing, and other improvements were made. 
The work was begun  in the middle of 
September, 1929, and finished the follow-
ing May at the cost of $12,930. The site 
of the old church was sold to Carl Stein-
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bach   for $1,000 and the money applied 
to the debt. The debt was gradually liqui-
dated and the mortgage was burned on 
October 12, 1941.
 The largest merger in American 
Protestant history occurred in 1939. It 
came to a climax in a Uniting Conference 
which completed the series of actions 
dissolving the former Methodist Episco-
pal, South Methodist and Methodist Prot-
estant Churches and creating a new de-
nomination, the Methodist Church.  This 
unique conference met in May 1939, in 
Kansas City ,Missouri and consummated 
the patient negotiation of years.
 When the Rev. A. Nimz was pas-
tor, the name of the local church was also 
changed to the Methodist Church. During 
this period, a dossal was purchased for 
the west end of the sanctuary before 
which a simple altar stands, bearing a  
cross and two candlesticks of brass.  
Through the  work of young people, two 
flags were  bought for the sanctuary  One 
is the flag of our country, the other the 
flag of the church. These were dedicated 
in September, 1941.
 The rebuilding of the church was 
completed in 1949, having been planned 
and supervised by the Methodist Men’s 
Club and the Women’s Society of Chris-
tian Service.
 Then in 1948, a  Hammond organ 
was installed.  Other changes  occurred 
in 1969 when the northwest corner of the 
Sunday School room was made into a 
pastor’s study. The work was done by the 
members of the Men’s Club at a cost of 
$400 for materials.
 After the consolidation of the 
Evangelical United Brethren Churches 
and the Methodist Church, the articles of 
Confederation were renewed and the 
name of our church became the United 
Methodist Church on March 5, 1970.


 Since the stained glass windows 
were in need of repair, protective storm 
windows were installed in 1971.
 Our front steps were always a 
problem, especially in winter time, to a 
committee was formed to investigate the 
possibility  of an enclosed stairway.  As a 
result, an a addition to the northeast cor-
ner of the building was built consisting of 
a bell tower,  a street level entrance, 
steps to the enlarged foyer and to the 
lower level, two classrooms and  storage 
area.  Work was  begun May 1,1974 and 
completed by July  1975, and all was paid 
for by 1979.
 An electric organ was purchased, 
the kitchen remodeled, and a ramp was 
built from the alley along the west side of 
the church to a new double door entry  
into the overflow rooms in 1982. Inciden-
tally, the glass window over the inside 
door is the one that was over the front 
door of our church since 1904.
 More work has to be done!  In 
1983, a stained glass pine board and 
beam ceiling was installed in the sanctu-
ary. The walls were insulated and 
painted, and the pews and floor were re-
finished.   New carpeting and dossal cloth 
added to the beauty of our sanctuary.  
Finally, the basement was redecorated in 
1984. the ceiling was lowered, the walls 
insulated and paneled and a new heating 
unit was installed.
 We have  very dedicated choir 
members, organists and director who 
practice many hours to be ready for Sun-
day worship and special celebrations. 
Music  being a large part of our congre-
gation, many generous memorials have 
been used for hymnals, updated sound 
system, Kaawai baby grand piano in 
1987, digital piano added in 1991, as well 
as a speaker system. New Padded pews 
were purchased in 1997 as well a  re-
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finishing the floor.   Banquet table, folding 
chairs, and other items were purchased 
as the need arises.  
 The Georgetown church, located 
four miles west of Cuba City, closed in 
1995, so many members of that congre-
gation transferred their membership to 
Cuba City.  They had struggled for years 
to meet their expenses as it was a small 
country church. 
 In 2002, a house next to the 
church on the west came up for sale so 
we purchased it for $60,000, so if we 
wanted to expand or upgrade we would 
have that land-which we have rented, a 
was a wise move on the part of the mem-
bers.  Sunday School numbers have 
dropped  as not a lot of young families in 
the area: cradle roll, youth groups, choir 
United Methodist Women and Men are all 
a part of our ministry. Many thanks to our 
ad board members and staff who donate 
countless hours for our good,  Presently 
we are investigating our present location 
to become more handicap accessible 
with a covered ramp, main floor restroom 
and other plans.
 As we have moved into the second 
century  of our church, we thank also the 
people who have given so much of their 
time, and efforts. Many beautiful and use-
ful  memorials have been given  by mem-
bers and friends- we are so grateful fro 
these contributions.  Radical hospitality 
abounds with mission projects, straw-
berry fest. tasty supper and auction - 
grate for sharing fellowship together the 
community.  A 125 year celebration is be-
ing planned for 2010.
 Submitted by Lois J. Booth,
 CCUMC  Recording secretary

FAITH, HOPE LOVE - 
SINCE 1859

WISCONSIN RAPIDS UMC 
CELEBRATES 150 YEARS

    by Judy Vasby

 The Wisconsin Rapids United 
Methodist Church celebrated 150 years 
on Sunday. November 15, 2009 with a 
special worship service, charge confer-
ence , and dinner.
 The day began with worship at 9 
a.m. Included was a powerpoint presen-
tation of photos depicting the church’s 
history. Letters of congratulations were 
read from former pastors:  the Rev. Pat 
Green and the Rev. Barry Yarbro , and 
from circuits churches: Wesley UMC in 
Marshfield and St. Paul’s UMC in Ste-
ven's Point.  It was noted that the Rev. 
Pat Lyon sent a phone message of con-
gratulations.  150 people were present.
 Chippewa/Heartland District Su-
perintendent, the Rev. Ann Spindt Hen-
schel, was present and offered congratu-
lations.  She told the congregation not to 
look at this anniversary as  the end, but 
rather as the beginning of the next 150 
years of worship to God and service to 
the community and the world.
 A highlight of the worship service 
was the special music, Bob Keyser 
played  trumpet to accompany and em-
bellish hymns,   the adult handbell choir, 
led by Judy Gitchel, played ”Joyful Canti-
cle.” a challenging piece that required a 
variety of techniques.  Not to be out done, 
the Sunday School children played a 
rousing  rendition of “Happy Birthday” on 
their color=coded melody bells.  They 
shook their  bells vigorously to form 
chords to accompany a vocal CD of the 
song.  The guest organist was Sharon 
Coley.
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 Several lay members participated 
by leading litanies, reading scripture, and 
offering prayer. Involved were Mike and 
Julie Dresen, Bill and Shirley Carpenter, 
Jean Michaels, and Cindy Tyjeski.
 Kelly Reincke, Director of Christian 
Education, presented Bibles to third 
graders Cale Benitz, Maddie Pattel and 
ELizabeth Wolff (absent Chance McTyre).  
The children, their parents, and the con-
gregation  participated in a litany of dedi-
cation during the presentation.
 Marcia Fleming was honored as 
the person  who held the longest mem-
bership. She joined the church in 1933.  
Other long time members who were pre-
sent were Phyllis Ritchie and Janet 
Wynn, who both joined in 1947.  Unable 
to attend were Auril Harding - 1940, 
Velma Grischike - 1941, Marv Hanneman 
- 1945, and Bill Meils 1948.
 The anniversary homily was given 
by the current pastor, the Rev. Martha 
(Marty) Williams.  The chosen Scripture 
was Matthew 16:13-18, the account 
where Jesus asked His disciples, “Who 
do you say that I am?”  Peter answered 
that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God. In turn, Jesus  replied that 
Peter was the Rock on which Jesus 
would build His Church.  The Rev. Wil-
liams told that Peter’s declaration came 
only through the revelation of the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus is Petra, the solid, founda-
tional rock and Peter is Petros, the little 
rock, a stone off the big rock.  Peter was 
a small piece of the big Rock, but he pos-
sessed all that was needed to build the 
church.  We who  believe also are chips 
off that big Rock and through us, Jesus 
will build His Church. He cannot fail. I Pe-
ter 2: 4-5 reminded the congregation that 
members are living stones being built into 
a spiritual house. To conclude, the 

Rev. Williams passed out small stones to 
everyone and charged them to pray for 
the Wisconsin Rapids  church when ever 
they touched their stones.
 The walls of the sanctuary held 
festive signs that read “150 Years” and 
“Sesquicentennial.” Hanging at the front 
was a fabric banner created by the Rev. 
Williams. It has a cross and flame, plus 
the theme for the celebration: Faith, 
Hope, Love since 1859.
 Following the service, the children 
were dismissed to Sunday School and 
the adults participated in the annual 
Charge Conference.
 A catered dinner was served to 
approximately 90 people. Cory Shaw was 
the  hostess and Mike Dresen served as 
the facilitator. Tables were decorated with 
confetti. Present were the Mayor of Wis-
consin Rapids, Mary Jo Carson, and the 
local State Representative, Marlin 
Schneider, who presented a citation of 
congratulations from the state of Wiscon-
sin.

GLIMPSE OF THE
PAST

 What’s at the Archives? Simple 
answer: more than a century of many his-
torical treasures of the Wisconsin United 
Methodist church and it’s predecessor  
denominations. Even before you enter 
the archives reading room you can view 
one of the outstanding gems of our col-
lection.  On the wall, to the right of  the 
door to the entrance of the archives, 
hangs a large picture of denominational 
significance.  It depicts the event that 
marked the beginning of the Methodist 
Church in America, the consecration of 
Francis Asbury. 
 John Wesley sent one of his 
trusted preachers from England, Thomas 
Coke, an ordained Anglican clergyman 



and lawyer, to America   with the specific 
instructions  to consecrate Asbury as Su-
perintendent (later to be called bishop) of 
the newly former Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Asbury was reluctant to assume 
this leadership role unless members of 
the conference agreed. The members 
voted unanimously to have him conse-
crated.  It happened on December 27, 
1784, at Lovely Lane Chapel, Baltimore, 
MD, at what historians now call the 
Christmas Conference, the first Confer-
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in our country.
 Prior to this event, Methodist 
preachers had been actively  preaching 
the Gospel in America so that by the 
Christmas Conference there were already 
some 80 Methodist preachers in the land 
that had just declared it’s independence 
from England.   More than 60 of these 
preachers, in a 1,000 mile radius from 
Baltimore, were in attendance at the Con-

ference. The artist attempted to include 
most of them in the picture, many shown 
only as faces in the crowd of attendees.
 At the very center of the picture is 
a kneeling Francis Asbury.  The man to 
his left, in a black robe, left hand raised, 
right hand  on Asbury’s head, is Thomas 
Coke. The man standing behind Asbury, 
in the middle, is Philip William Otterbein, 
German Reformed Church Pastor, and 
Asbury’s preacher friend. The man in the 
white robe standing in the foreground, 
right hand  on Asbury’s head is Thomas 
Vasey.  Standing next to him is Richard 
Whatcoat. These two preachers were 
also sent by Wesley, along with Coke, to 
help facilitate the organization of the 
Methodist Movement in America. 
 Historians point out that all of the 
other faces in the painting have been  
identified, each having their own fascinat-
ing story of how they influenced the be-
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ginnings of American Methodism. How-
ever, historians  have also  concluded 
that some individuals that are pictured 
were not actually  at the Christmas Con-
ference.   But they were prominent peo-
ple in the early Methodist movement   
whom the artist thought deserved to be 
represented in this historic moment.
 The picture is a painting by Tho-
mas Coke Ruckle, date unknown.   The 
original was destroyed in a 1904 fire.  
However, prior to the fire, an engraving of 
the painting was done by A. Gilchrist 
Campbell, and published in New York, 
1882.  What the Archives has is a copy of 
that engraving.   Curators of United 
Methodist Material tell us that very few 
copies of the engraving exist.  Our Wis-
consin Conference archives  is most for-
tunate to have one of these copies.
 The Archives was given the picture 
by University Methodist Church, Madison, 
in August of 2008.   It was no  longer  
hanging in a prominent spot and for years 
it had been stored  in their basement. Af-
ter having it professionally cleaned re-
framed and restored, it was hung near 
the entrance to our Archives where all 
can now see it. 
 Originally, the picture was a gift to 
University Church by Mrs. Joseph (Mar-
tha) Boyd in 1926. The plaque at the bot-
tom of the picture reads; “Consecration of 
Francis Asbury - As First Bishop of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church - in America- 
At the Christmas Conference held in Bal-
timore, MD. In 1784.  Presented by Mrs. 
Joseph Boyd 1926”.
 The Boyds were dedicated and 
active participants in the life of University 
Church.  Over the years, Mr. Boyd served 
as treasurer and president of the Wesley 
Foundation,as well as a Sunday School 
teacher of University students.  Promi-
nent in the  City of Madison, he was 

owner of the Boyd Financial Company.  
Martha Boyd was the first president of the 
Madison YWCA and active in the Madi-
son Art Guild.   She died at age 84 in 
1931.   Her gift of the Asbury consecra-
tion picture is a continual reminder of our 
church heritage.  It  you haven’t seen it, 
stop  by and take a look and ponder the 
beginnings of Methodism  in America.
  Wil Bloy. 
   Archives Volunteer

HARTFORD UNION
  After Union of  the  Evangelical 
United Brethren and Methodist churches 
on the national level,  union on the local 
level  was accomplished in many cases 
with good grace and  great friendliness.  
The history of the Hartford  United Meth-
odist Church is a  welcome example.
 The early history of the village 
dates back to 1842 when John Thiel and 
Nicholas Sumner came from Prairieville, 
now Waukesha, to look for a water power 
site.  They  arrived on the south shore of 
Pike Lake and followed the Rubicon River 
until they reached the site of the present 
dam.  They returned to Prairieville and 
reported their finding to some friends, 
among them the Rossman brothers.
 The Rossman brothers took out 
government  grants in 1844 and returned 
to the area to  construct  a dam for water 
power to operate the first grist  and saw 
mills.  The community that sprang  up 
around the mill was originally called 
Wright but upon application  of the early 
settlers, the territorial legislature changed 
the name to Hartford.  Since most of the 
inhabitants at that time were from the 
state of Connecticut, they named their 
new home after the capital of their home 
state.  Some of the first citizens of Hart-
ford came from the east via the Erie Ca-
nal and then overland by ox cart.
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METHODIST CHURCH
 The early Methodist settlers  met 
in private homes  to worship until 1852.   
At that time, a small group of dedicated 
men and women organized a formal 
church, meeting in a hall on Main Street.   
The Rev. Charles Hollis came as the first 
minister to Hartford and under his leader-
ship the charge was made a conference 
mission point.
 In 1859, the first Methodist Church 
building was erected on the corner of 
Church and Smith Streets. In 1889, a 
parsonage was built  just north of the 
church. (The only source of  heat in the 
frame building was a small pot-belied  
stove standing near the rear wall.  During 
cold weather the worshippers would 
change  seats at regular intervals to take 
turns sitting closer to the stove to warm 
themselves. There was a balcony on the 
west wall  of this building used by the 
church choir during the services and by 
the Ladies Aid during the week.  The La-
dies Aid sponsored a series of suppers 
for which one was required to bring an 
item of food as well as to pay a nominal 
fee of ten cents.  The food was heated on 
a small kerosene stove  in this  balcony. 
Water was brought from the pump across 
the street.)
 From 1877  to 1904, the Hartford 
and Neosho charges were united.  During 
fifteen years of Methodist history in Hart-
ford, a federation existed  between the 
Congregational and Methodist churches.  
In fact, for a short while, the Methodist 
building was converted into a social cen-
ter and both congregations met in the 
Congregational building.  In 1920, the 
federation was dissolved. 
 In 1900, the church was remod-
eled. A basement was put under the 
church, a furnace installed and the bal-
cony rermoved.  Mr. W.Jackson donated 

the church’s first bell. Ironically, the first 
time the bell was put in use, it tolled for 
Mr. Jackson’s funeral. 
 By the mid twenties, the increasing 
membership needed more space than the 
old building could provide.   The old build-
ing was moved and used the form the 
east side of the new English Gothic style 
building. Th cornerstone laying program 
took place on December 16,1928 with the 
Congregational English Lutheran, St. Kil-
ian, St. John  Evangelical and First Evan-
gelical churches participating to make it 
an interdenominational event.  The new 
building was formally  consecrated on 
August, 11, 1928.
 Due to financial  stress, in July 
1940 the Methodist Conference  took 
over the Hartford Church.  Later the con-
gregation repurchased the church from  
the conference.

EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN 
   CHURCH
 The Hartford congregation of the 
Evangelical Church  began among Ger-
man pioneers who moved into the com-
munity.  The Rev. Oswald Ragatz  came 
from Lomira by horseback to start a 
preaching appointment in 1855.   A con-
gregation was organized in 1856.  The 
Hartford congregation belonged  to the 
Lomira Circuit and was served from there  
from 1855  until 1862.   In 1862. Hartford 
and other appointments formed the Hart-
ford Circuit.    From 1870  until 1908, the 
congregations  included in the Horicon 
mission were merged with the  Hartford 
Circuit and were  served by a minister 
with an assistant.  In 1908, Horicon, Cly-
man and Juneau were detached, leaving 
Hartford and Erin to constitute the Hart-
ford Circuit.
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 The first efforts to secure  property 
was made in 1856.  IN 1858, a one-room  
frame  building was erected east of Main 
Street directly across from the present 
building.  On September 26,1858, the 
building was dedicated.   The congrega-
tion was incorporated on April 5,1858.
 On April 21, 1884, the congrega-
tion decided to build a brick building.  The 
original small frame church was moved to 
the back of the new building. The building 
cost $3568 and was dedicated in the fall 
of 1885. The records show that it was not 
until 1895 that the  church had ever oper-
ated without a deficit and this year 
showed a balance of six cents. Collec-
tions and free-will  offerings were the 
source of income.  The  janitor received 
$12.00 annually. For the year 1873. the 
pastor’s salary was $500.   In 1912, the 
congregation adopted the budget plan 
and the envelope system.
 In 1917, a new building  was 
erected, and dedicated free of debt on 
May 19, 1918. The cost was  $24,000.
 Nationally, the Evangelical and 
United Brethren denominations merged 
on November 16,1946. The Wisconsin 
Conference was organized on May 17, 
1951.
 In May, 1954, the Emmanuel (Erin) 
congregation merged with the Hartford 
congregation,

MERGED CONGREGATIONS
 Nationally.the Methodist Church 
and the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church merged on April 23, 1968. On 
September 20, 1969, Bishop Alton de-
clared the union of the two conferences  
in Wisconsin. 
 Prior to this, in March, 1968, Rich-
ard Hanson, Chairman of Research and 
Survey of the Board of Missions recom

mended that the two congregations in 
Hartford should unite. In the best inter-
ests of the united congregation a new site 
should be considered. On February 11, 
1970, both congregations  voted to unite. 
The new organization would be  called 
First United Methodist.
 After many months of meetings 
and consultations, at a meeting on De-
cember 5, 1971 the building committee 
proposed  a new building on a new site. 
The plan needed to be approved in a vote 
by two-thirds of those present and voting. 
The motion was defeated.
 In April, 1972, a second building  
commission was formed as well as a 
Building Finance  Committee.   The group  
agreed that neither of the present facili-
ties would be sufficient. In May, 1973, the 
Methodist property  was sold to a Baptist 
congregation. The EUB property was sold 
in April 1974. Authorization for the new 
building  was made on October 13, 1974. 
The cornerstone for the new building was 
laid on September 21,1975. The first 
service in the new building was Septem-
ber 28.1975 . The consecration service 
for the new building was held on Decem-
ber 7, 1975, with Bishop DeWitt presid-
ing.
 This brief history of the union ends 
with the following statement  “Our dream 
has now become reality. Why? Because 
God has  called and his people re-
sponded.”

MY MISTAKE!
The Flashbacks of September 2009 
Should have been Vol. 35, not Vol. 39. 
Sorry!   Lois C.Olsen, editor



 




