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PILGRIMAGE
The annual fall pilgrimage of Ar-
chives and History of the Wisconsin
Conference was held on Saturday,
October 4, 2008. Members met at
the Oregon United Methodist
Church.

The topic for the morning was the
history of the System of Circuits re-
cently adopted by the Conference.
Steve Polster, Assistant to Bishop
Lee, made the presentation. The
Bishop's task force on the Superin-
tendency reduced the number of
district superintendents from eight
to four, although the number of dis-
tricts remained the same. This
meant that each district superinten-
dent is responsible for two districts.
The aim of the new structure was
to build networks.

nance to leadership. Clergy teams
were led to develop congregation
to move from decline to growth.
There are eight to ten congrega-
tions in a circuit. Each circuit has
an appointed leader. There are
currently fifty-five circuits .

In the afternoon, there was a visit to
the Rutland Church. This building
was the site of the first station of
the United Brethren in Christ Con-
ference and was also the site of the
first Annual Conference Session.
.(See Flashbacks Vol.34. No.3)

The first meeting of the United
Brethren in Rutland was held at Fa-
ther Johnson's home. The first
class was organized at the home
of D. E. De Jean in 1840. In 1842,
the Rev. James Davis, a missionary
with the UBC, came to Wisconsin
from the Wabash, Indiana Confer-
ence. He organized a class in
Monroe and then visited the class
in Rutland.
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The Rev. Davis was appointed
presiding elder for Wisconsin in
1844. The Rev. J. A. Mast took over
the responsibilities of the Monroe
Circuit that included Rutland. He
served there from 1844 to 1847.
The Rutland class was organized
into a Congregation in 1851. There
were about 65 members.

On March 1, 1852, land was pur-
chased for a meetinghouse and
burial ground. The cost was $10.00
for one and a half acres. During
1852-53 the building was erected.
The lumber from which the church
as built was partly taken from the
neighboring woods and sawed into
lumber at the local mill on the David
Anthony farm. The description
includes that there was seating for
75-100. There was a center aisle
and an aisle along each side of the
side walls. There was pulpit in the
front center and three windows on
each side. The building was dedi-
cated in the fall of 1853.

In September, 1853, the first UBC
Conference was held in Rutland.
The new conference consisted of
one station (Rutland), three circuits,
nine missions with 131 preaching
places. The work was carried on
by fifteen ministers.

Rutland continued to host the an-
nual conference in 1860, 1863,
1871, 1882, and 1887. Revival
meetings were a prominent activity
in the congregation. The first men-
tion of a parsonage is in 1883. It
was located across the road from
the church.

In 1903, the Mite Society was or-
ganized by the women of the con-
gregation. Among other things, the
society raised funds for both main-
tenance of the church building and
the cemetery but also contributed
to the pastor's salary. From this
group, the Rutland Cemetery Asso-
ciation was formed in 1911. This
group took the responsibility for the
upkeep of the grounds as well as
as raising funds for this purpose.

On 1912, the UBC Conference
discontinued appointing pastors
Rutland. In 1922, the Cemetery
association purchased the building
for $100.00

In 1958. a Centennial program for
the Evangelical United Brethren
Church was held at the Rutland
Church. Dr. Howard Orions of the
Evangelical Church and the Rev.
George McAhren of the UBC Con-
ference were in attendance. The
two speakers were the historians:
the Rev. L. L. Outcalt of the UBC
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and the Rev. H. A. Block of the
Evangelical Church. In 1968, the
EUB Conference placed an histori-
cal marker in front of the building.

In 1974. the Cemetery association
voted to dissolve and turned over
all assets to the Township of Rut-
land along with responsibility of
maintaining the property.

At the time of the 2008 pilgrimage,
the exterior renovation of the build-
ing was complete. A new porch had
been added, the renovated win-
dows were installed and the build-
ing was professionally painted.
There is much work to be accom-
plished in the interior, including
renovating the walls and the floor.
It is planned to remove the last
hand plaster, install electrical wiring
and fill the wall cavity with closed
cell foam.

This material on the Rutland church
was taken from the material pro-
vided by the volunteers working on
the building. They will welcome
both financial contributions and
physical help in the renovation. In-
formation can be had from the
e-mail:http://www.rutlandchurch  
.org. Or contact Myron Bacon at
608-334-6099 or Mark Hanson at
608-835-9712. Membership in the
Friends of Rutland Church is

$25.00. Contact is Jean Hanson,
882 U. S. Hwy 14, Oregon, WI
53575. That e-mail is
jhanson@wistrout.com .

ADVANCING TO

FAITH
In 1836, the United States estab-
lished the Wisconsin Territory. This
was followed by a wave of incom-
ing settlers and land speculators
into the territory.

The land west of Lake Winnebago
was known as Indian land and was
a reservation for the Menomnees.
In 1835, the U. S Government
wanted to create a "village" on the
Fox River at Winnebago Rapids to
improve the conditions for the Indi-
ans. The government built a grist
mill and sawmill where the Neenah
Paper Mill now stands. They also
built 20 to 30 houses, a school and
a blacksmith shop. The govern-
ment soon decided the project was
a failure and put the site up for
sale. Mr. James Doty and his sons
bought parcels of land that is now
Doty Island.

In 1836. the Menomonee Indians
and Governor Dodge of the Wis-
consin Territory signed a treaty that
stipulated that the Indians would
sell all of their land west of Lake



Winnebago. In 1843, Harrison
Reed bought 562 acres of land
known as Winnebago Rapids. This
area is now known as Neenah.

The Evangelical Association began
its work in Wisconsin when the Rev.
John Lutz rode horseback the 100
miles from north of Des Planes in
the hope of founding a church in
the Milwaukee area. The work in
Wisconsin was first sponsored for
a four year period by the Ohio Con-
ference and for twelve years by the
Illinois Conference.

On April 16, 1856, the Wisconsin
Conference was formally organized
with nineteen ministers present.
That included William Zickerman
who would conduct his missionary
work in the Neenah area. By this
time the membership in Wisconsin
had grown to 1,490 with fourteen
church buildings.

Many of these early settlers and
those to come within the next
twenty years were of German ori-
gin. They were hungry for an
"evangelical" message in the Ger-
man language. It was to these
small colonies of Germans that the
circuit riders came to minister with
great missionary zeal.

Sunday School work in Wisconsin
began in 1848. Religious services
in Winnebago Rapids began in
1845 when a Methodist pastor
preached a sermon to seven white
and several Native Americans at
Harrison Reed's House. A Congre-
gational Church was organized in
the Neenah area in 1847.

In 1855, the Rev. Jacob Himmel of
the Oshkosh Mission of the Evan-
gelical Association preached his
first sermon to a group of Neenah/
Menasha German families. He re-
ported to the Illinois Conference.
the need for a mission to the
Neenah area This resulted in the
appointment of August Huelster to
the Oshkosh Mission in 1856.
Henry Sherry, whose family was
prominent in Wisconsin lumbering,
opened his home to church serv-
ices. Later, services were also held
in various other homes and in
Lewis Hall. In 1857, fifteen people
were organized into a class with
Anton George and Fred Brinkman
as leaders.

August Huelster came to Neenah
for the first time on May 14, 1856
and stayed at the home of Henry
Sherry. Mrs. Sherry's mother was a
pious Pennsylvania woman who
had difficulty with the English lan-
guage. The family was overjoyed to
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have as their guest this 19-year-old
preacher. Fifteen people com-
pleted the first congregation. Ap-
parently the Rev. Huelster proved
to be a capable minister because
by 1857, they had grown to 24. By
1859 the Sunday school was added
to the church activities.

In 1859 discussions were held as to
the need of a small church of
"Krichlein" for the congregation.
The minutes of the original "Kirchen
Buch" provide an interesting bit of
history relating to the meeting held
by church members on March 31,
1859. William Zickerick was ap-
pointed Chairman of the Church
Building Committee. At this meeting
it was decided to buy a lot on the
Island for the church and to pre-
pare a subscribers list of German
and English inhabitants of Neenah
to "Give them an opportunity to
help the congregation and donate
to the building of a new church." It
was also noted that ex-Governor
Doty was so "liberal" as to offer a
building site provided a church
structure would be built within the
year. Other items considered at
this business meeting included the
following:

a. The costs of the pastor's
horse and oil for lamps for divine

services should be paid from
monthly collections

b. the pastor's house rent to
be paid from free-will contributions

Events were moving fast. On April
4, 1859, another meeting was held
at which time the following was re-
ported:

a. Governor Doty will supply a
lot for the church.

b.The subscription list was
opened with a $158.00 in pledges.

The building was completed by
December 10, 1859. The congrega-
tion conducted their first worship
service in the church the next day
with the Rev. George Escher
preaching the dedication service.
Frederick Huelster became the
pastor of what was then called Sa-
lem Congregation of the Evangeli-
cal Association. The 1860 records
indicate that Sister Mink's house
was rented for 50 cents a week as
parsonage for Brother Huelster.

William Zickerick has been cited as
the third preacher for the Neenah
congregation and as a leader in
getting the church building con-
structed. It should be noted that al-
though other churches existed as a
congregation meeting in homes,
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government buildings and even In-
dian stables, the Salem church was
the first building constructed as a
church in Neenah. The congrega-
tion became the first German-
speaking congregation in Neenah
and Menasha.

Since this era marked the begin-
ning of the Civil War, it is interesting
to take a closer look at Pastor Zick-
erick, the patriot. He was born in
1835 in the Province of Branden-
burg, Prussia and was a trained
soldier. He finished serving three
years of military service in Ger-
many before coming to this country
in 1851. All of the Zickericks be-
came members of the Evangelical
Association . In 1855, William an-
swered the call to the ministry. He
left the ministry on November 25,
1861, to join the Union Army. Be-
cause of his military training, Gov-
ernor Randall commissioned him to
recruit the 12th Battery of Wiscon-
sin Light Artillery. He was promoted
to Captain and served in many bat-
tles including Sherman's famous
"March to the Sea." He was
wounded three times and was
decorated for his bravery. At the
close of the war he was offered a
permanent Captaincy in the U.S.
Artillery, but he decided instead to
return to the ministry in Wisconsin.

He served twelve different fields of
active service.

In 1864, a parsonage was pur-
chased from Anton George. One
room of this had been used for
church services before the con-
struction of the church building. It
was sold in 1883 and a new par-
sonage was built. The minutes of
the day indicate the location was
ideal because of "The locality and
distinguished neighborhood are so
inviting that every pastor will be
able to live here in comfort."

By 1890, it became apparent the
congregation was outgrowing its
space. The decision was made to
build a larger brick structure. A
roomy and beautiful structure was
built under the ministry of Pastor
Kiekhofer. The building was dedi-
cated in March, 1891. Through help
from the Evangelical Association
Wisconsin Conference, many
members of the district and local
subscriptions, the building was not
only paid for in full,but the treasurer
showed a balance of $93.92 shortly
after the dedication. The February
18, 1915 minutes report that the
parsonage and barn were con-
structed adjacent to the church.



Up to 1904, the Neenah Congrega-
tion was part of the Neenah Mis-
sion. Other churches in this mission
include congregations at Ellington,
Greenville, Center, and Clifton
(later called High Cliff). During this
time, the mission was served by
two pastors most of the time. In
1904 Neenah/Menasha and High
Cliff were designated as a circuit
and served by their own pastor.
This organization remained intact
until 1919 when the High Cliff Con-
gregation was discontinued be-
cause of declining membership and
cost of operation. Other factors in-
clude the advent of moving by car
and the moving of church members
to other localities. The High Cliff
property was sold for $585.00 with
half of the proceeds going to the
Neenah Church and the other half
toward erection of an ornamental
fence around the High Cliff Church
Cemetery. This cemetery is still in
used and is located near the pre-
sent High CLiff Supper property.

Prior to 1870 close ties existed be-
tween the German-speaking people
of Clifton and Neenah. With new
settlers coming into the area, larger
family sizes and the distance from
the Neenah Church, the need for a
church became a local concern in
Clifton. Members of he Town of

Harrison Evangelical association
met February 28, 1870 to organize
a church to be known as Zion
Church, Town of Harrison, Calumet
county. Th congregation grew in
numbers and on November 5,
1885, they voted to build a larger
structure. It is sad to report that on
July 9,1919,the congregation was
dissolved. It was voted that the
conference should be responsible
for selling the property.

Several dates are important in the
church's history. All church records
were kept in German until 1912.
The original name was the Salem
Congregation. Church records
show the first use of the name
Emmanuel Church of Neenah-
Menasha occurred in 1885. By
1906, German as still used in the
Sunday morning services but Eng-
lish was used in the evening serv-
ices. June 16 records indicate that
henceforth German and English
would be used during the serv-
ices. The use of German in worship
services was discontinued during
World War I.

The Neenah Congregation experi-
ence a substantial growth after the
turn of the 20th Century so that by
1917, it had a Sunday school of
219 pupils and 22 officers and
teachers. By the early 1930s the
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church had grown in membership
so that thought was given toward
either building a new building or
remodeling the 1890 structure. The
depression years put damper on
the plan. However, at the July 12,
1939 congregational meeting,
authorization was given the Build-
ing Committee to proceed with the
remodeling of the 1890 structure.
The remodeling was completed in
time for a dedication service June
16, 1940. Also in 1940 the congre-
gation's name was legally changed
to the First Evangelical Church of
Neenah.

With the merger of the EUB de-
nomination with the Methodists,
there was another name change.
Because the First Methodist
Church already existed in Neenah,
it was necessary to search for a
new name. After much discussion
and choosing from a field of two
candidate names, the new church
became Faith United Methodist
Church.

By the middle of the 1970s, it again
became obvious that a larger
structure was required to accom-
modate larger numbers of people
for both worship services and Sun-

day School. Plans were made to
remodel the structure by expanding
the building to the south. These
plans came to an abrupt halt on
December 5, 1980, because of a
fire that was set by two arsonists
which severely damaged the build-
ing. Because of limited space for a
new building and a limited availabil-
ity of parking space, the decision
was made to build the present
building on 3.2 acres of land. The
building was consecrated on April
18, 1982.

In November 1992, it was decided
to build an addition which includes
classrooms, office space, a choir
room and gymnasium. This building
was dedicated on May 19, 1996.

Information supplied by John F
Helms

On October 15, 2008, a meeting
was held to prepare for the 150th
anniversary of the congregation
which will occur in 2009. Current
plans include worship services be
designated for celebrating separate
occasions. It is planned that a
commemorative booklet as well as
a video history be prepared. One
of the rooms in the building will be
developed with historical artifacts
and other archival material.



A VALIANT

WOMAN
Wilma Hampel was a woman of
dedication and good works. Consis-
tently, she demonstrated her Chris-
tian concern for righteousness and
equality. Of all of her actions, she
will most prominently be remem-
bered for the establishment of
Northcott Neighborhood House,the
United Methodist service agency in
Milwaukee that provides service to
infants, youth, and the elderly.

Wilma Thiel was born on January
22, 1908 in Le Mars, Iowa. Her fa-
ther was a pastor in the German
Methodist Church. She had two
brothers and a sister. She studied
to become a nurse but heath rea-
sons prevented her from finishing
her nursing course. She became
an x-ray technician. Her family lo-
cated in Milwaukee and there she
worked as an x-ray technician. It
was during a visit to the University
in Madison that she met her
husband-to-be, a Milwaukee native,
George Hampel. They married and
had four children. She was a de-
voted mother who taught Sunday
School year after year and with her
children in tow, taught at sumer re-
treat camps at Lake Geneva for
many years.

In 1945, she started her work as a
volunteer. She began her longtime
association as a proponent of the
United Nations. She became an
advocate for the UN's Declaration
on Human Rights. During the
1950s she attended the summer
School of Mission. As a member of
Church Women United, she stud-
ied decay in the central city.

In 1955,Mayor Frank Zeidler
named Mrs. Hampel a member of
the city's Commission on Urban
Renewal. The committee was
charged with reviewing the recom-
mendations for the renewal of
blighted areas in the city housing
section. The committee was
formed after the federal govern-
ment had shut off funds for slum
clearance. Three years later, in
1958, she was named chair of the
committee. She and the committee
made headlines again and again as
they discovered the truth about
housing conditions and made their
recommendations. The final 1960
recommendation to the mayor was
to support "Open Occupancy" on a
non-segregated basis and to de-
molish large areas of slums and
build decent public housing.

In 1959. Mrs. Hampel attended a
race relations seminar in Dallas.
She traveled with Clarence Bolton,
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an African American and the Rev.
Dale Strong. As they traveled south
of Missouri, they ran into racial
discrimination. They could not eat
in a restaurant with Clarence and
they could not check into a motel
with him. The incident remained a
strong memory for Wilma.

Her next project was as a 1960
Census taker. She was exposed to
even more areas of poverty as a
result of her experiences. She de-
cided to start the Northcott Neigh-
borhood House in 1961. Northcott
was named after the then bishop of
the Wisconsin Conference, Bishop
H. Clifford Northcott. The project
was started with an $8,000 grant
from the Women's Division of the
Wisconsin Methodist Conference.
It is now a multi-million dollar insti-
tution located at 2480 N. 6th Street.
In 1961, she was elected president
of the board and is sited as the
most influential person who steered
the project through its introductory
phases.

The Hampels moved to the Des
Moines, Iowa, area soon after
Northcott was established and she
continued her mission of kindness
there. She established a day care
center for underprivileged children
in the First United Methodist

Church in Des Moines in 1968. She
became active with the Bidwell-
Riverside Center, an agency similar
to Northcott. She became presi-
dent of HomeCare-Homemaker
Services, Inc. in 1975. She estab-
lished the first Meals on Wheels
Program in Des Moines. She
served eight years on the Polk
Co.(lowa) Board of Health and in
1976, she became chair of the
board.

In 1980, the Hampels moved back
to the Milwaukee area where they
joined Emmanuel Community
United Methodist Church in Meno-
monee Falls. Eventually she be-
came president of the United Meth-
odist Women's group there. She
worked tirelessly in the local food
pantry and in soup kitchens in the
inner city , She went weekly to help
the Library for the Blind in down-
town Milwaukee. Her commitment
to the poor and needy never dimin-
ished.

She was rewarded for all her hard
work by being named by the
Women's Division of the United
Methodist Church as one of the top
One Hundred Women in Mission in
the last Century. This honor was
bestowed in April ,1986 when she
and 99 other women's biographies
were published in the book:They
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Went Out Not Knowing: 100 
Women in Mission. She was given
this honor at the national meeting
of the Division in October, 1985 in
New York City. as well as at the As-
sembly meeting in Anaheim,Cali-
fornia in April 1986.

She continued to write handwritten
letters to the wrongfully imprisoned
of the international organization
Amnesty International and clipped
Campbell Soup labels to send to
Northcott so they could earn their
free van and other supplies.

Wilma Hampel died of natural
causes on October 1, 2008. She
was 100 years old. Her husband
died in 1988. Her memorial serv-
ices was held at Emmanuel Com-
munity Church, Menomonee Falls.

RIVER FALLS
The settlement of western Wiscon-
sin was enhanced after the end of
the Blackhawk War when the earli-
est settlers came into the state.
The early settlers who came from
the New England states settled in
the southeast and then along the
rivers of the western part of the ter-
ritory. In 1848, Joel Foster began to
build the first structure on the site of
what was to become River Falls.
Although the area did not have a
navigable river, it did have an

abundance of water power that
could be used for milling. The area
was soon populated and by 1860,
there 724 people living in the area.

The first religious group to organize
were the Congregationalists who
began in 1855. Their church build-
ing was dedicated in that year.
They were generous in allowing
other groups to gather in their build-
ing including the Baptists and the
Methodists.

During the 1850s the Methodists of
River Falls and surrounding areas
met in homes. Usually they were
informal meetings without a pastor.
Occasionally, however, a mission-
ary pastor, such as the Rev. Van
Styke, a circuit rider from Minne-
sota, would conduct a service.

In 1856. the Methodist Episcopal
Church made a decision that
would give impetus for the organi-
zation of the Methodists in River
Falls. At that time,there were only
200 preachers in all of the Wiscon-
sin Conference. To cut down on the
amount of travel time for services,
the Conference was divided into
three areas with River Falls being
part of the Minnesota Conference.

In 1858, the Wisconsin Conference
reorganized and River Falls be
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came part of the Prescott District.
There were 13 ministerial appoint-
ment in the district but there were
only three church buildings: at
Hudson, Prescott and Pepin.

In 1857, Miles Lewis, a farmer and
part-time minister was appointed to
serve the River Falls Methodist un-
der the guidance of the presiding
elder, the Rev. Chauncy Hobart.
The Rev. Lewis immediately began
the process of organizing a class.
The first class contained seven
members. They met in the home of
William Tozer.

Mr Tozer was probably the first
Methodist in River Falls. He was
highly respected as shown by his
being chosen to represent River
Falls at the Republican Convention
in Hudson.

Although the Methodists of River
Falls and the surrounding areas
saw a need for a church building,
there were not enough members to
provide the necessary money, labor
and materials, In 1858 and 1859, a
number of revival services were
held. The River Falls Methodists
participated with several other
Methodist churches in the Prescott
District. The most successful
one,however was held in coopera-
tion with the Congregational and

Baptist churches of River Falls. The
meetings were held every evening
and also in the afternoon on two
days of the week.

In 1859, plans were made for the
construction of the building, Some
of the land as well as stone for the
building was donated. By April
1961, the foundation of the building
was laid and the framework was
partly enclosed. Unfortunately,
overwhelming outside events pre-
vented any further construction. At
dawn on the twelfth of that month,
the Southern guns opened at Fort
Sumpter in Charleston Harbor.

Slavery had become the dominant
issue in the Methodist Church in
the years preceding the Civil War.
In 1852. after much controversy,
the Methodist Church took the-
position of denouncing the evil of
human slavery and called upon the
Methodist Episcopal church to
make slave holders ineligible for
membership. By 1853, the anti-
slavery sentiment increased to
such a point that "A resolution ab-
solving Christians from a moral ob-
ligation to obey the Fugitive Slavery
Law was approved."

When the issue of slavery and
State's Rights left the political halls
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and entered the battlefield, the
Methodist Church adopted the fol-
lowing resolution "There is no just
cause whatever for the present re-
bellion and we herein affirm out de-
termination to stand by the federal
government to the last, in the ef-
forts to suppress the present rebel-
lion and to maintain intact the Un-
ion of these States."

It is not surprising,therefore, that
when the war broke out, several
men from the Methodist Church of
River Falls answered the call to
arms. When they left, construction
of the church ceased and the build-
ing was boarded up.

When the Rev. N. C. Whitney was
appointed to River Falls in 1862,
conditions could not have been
worse. There was no church build-
ing, or parsonage, and very few
members.

One of the positive elements to
come out of that period was the in-
troduction of official church records

The circuit included five classes
and Whitney preached in each of
them every Sunday He then
added three more classes where
services were held during the
week.

It Is interesting to note that the
River Falls Methodists used musi-
cal instruments a such an early
date. That time there continued to
be controversy as to whether of not
any mechanized device should be
used to accompany the human
voice. In 1844, the Rock River
Conference of the ME Church "re-
solved that instrumental music n
church should be discontinued." In
Wisconsin, the first presiding elder,
The Rev. Chauncy Hobart was one
of the early leaders to advocate the
use of instruments.

Shortly after the Civil War. the Rev.
A. B. Smith came to River Falls and
was responsible for the completion
of the church building. It was dedi-
cated on September 1, 1865. It
was to see continued use until
1898.

During the Civil War and the post-
war period, the American economy
became increasingly more de-
pressed. During September, 1873.,
things came to a head as business
after business failed and even the
New York stock Exchange closed
for ten days. In River falls, the
Methodist church was in deep trou-
ble. The church was so heavily in
debt that it was having difficulty in
finding a minister. Fortunately, Mar-
tin E. Cady, who was then principal
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of the River Falls Institute "Pro-
posed that if the Church would pay
its debts in full he would preach
during the conference year for
nothing." His offer was accepted
and in the following year, the debts
were paid.

Conditions began to improve. In
1881, the local newspaper reported
a gain in membership to fifty-four;
There as also physical improve-
ment to the building. In 1880 fur-
naces were installed to replace
stoves. An addition was made to
the church building in 1883.

A major decision was made by the
Wisconsin Conference. It was de-
cided to extend the amount of time
a minister could stay in one place
from three to five years. The first
pastor to take advantage of these
was the Rev. James Evans when
the church members voted
unanimously to extend his services
to five years.

One of the more important Method-
ist groups, the Epworth league in
River Falls had its beginnings in
1889, the same year the national
organization was formed. The or-
ganization had four departments:
Spiritual Work, Mercy and Help;
World Evangelism; and Literary and
Social Work.

By 1897, the congregation had de-
veloped to such an extent that
there was talk of need for a new
building. There was a highly suc-
cessful bid for subscription for
money for the new building. The
cornerstone was laid on August
17,1897. The largest area inside
was the auditorium with a seating
capacity for 600.

As the building was completed and
plans were being made to move in,
River Falls suffered one of its worst
disasters when the Normal School
Building was destroyed by fire on
November 29, 1897. The people
knew that the Board of Regents
might not rebuild in this city unless
the school continued to cooperate.

The day after the fire, President
Warren D. Parker of the Normal
School met with townspeople. He
challenged the community to help.
The Rev. W. M. Balch was the first
to speak. He offered the use of the
new Methodist Church and drew
cheers and applause. Every church
in town as well as many businesses
and clubs offered space for the
Normal School.

The Normal School used the new
church for the rest of the academic
year. The auditorium was used as
an assembly room and other sec-
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tions were used for classes and of-
fices. Methodist services were held
in the old church building until
August 1898 when they were held
at the Ezekiel Lutheran church in
the month prior to the dedication.

On Christmas Day, 1897, the open-
ing services were held in the new
building. On October 4, 1898, the
building was dedicated.

The importance of women in the
Methodist Church in River Falls can
be seen from the beginnings, Three
of the first seven members were
women as were many Sunday
school teachers. In November
1890, River Falls Methodists, in
conjunction with the entire Method-
ist Church had votes on the ques-
tion "Shall women be eligible as lay
delegates to the electoral and gen-
eral conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church?" The results
were then taken to the 1891 Con-
ference by the delegates. The West
Wisconsin Conference voted in fa-
vor by 71 to 28. Church=wide, the
vote failed to carry.

Specific women's organization be-
gan to appear. One of the first was
the Foreign Missionary Society
which was organized on a national
level in 1869. There are no records
to prove River Falls had a local

chapter until 1904 but was proba-
bly organized earlier. The Home
Missionary Society was organized
in 1880, the same year as the na-
tional group. The Ladies Aid Soci-
ety was of the most immediate im-
portance to the church. It was
probably organized at the same
time as the congregation.

In 1905, the basement of the build-
ing was improved. Electric lights
were installed and new carpets
were bought. There was also new
plumbing.

In 1904. the West Wisconsin Con-
ference initiated a program of "Ag-
gressive Evangelism". River Falls
responded by sponsoring several
camp meetings. In December 1915,
the Rev. Rayburn conducted a
large and enthusiastic revival that
lasted four weeks. A large tempo-
rary tabernacle was constructed.
Rev. Rayburn preached at least
once a day. There was a large at-
tendance. Over 400 were con-
verted and 140 of them became
Methodist.

Although the congregation was fifty
year old in 1907, there was no
celebration. Howver in 1911, Jo-
seph Sevens, who had joined the
Church in 1857, wrote a history of



16

the congregation. He had been
born in England in 1832. His family
came to America in 1849 and
seven years later settled in River
Falls. Until his death in 1919, he
worked as a farmer and plow
maker.

By the end of the first decade of the
new century, there was no doubt
that the Methodist church was in
the best shape in history. Unfortu-
nately, the same could not be said
of River Falls. There was a decline
in several business and local
farmers were having difficulties.
Wheat, their chief crop, had been
largely failing, victim to the cinch
bug.

In 1914, a new organization was
added to the church, the Men's
Brotherhood.

As the nation entered the decade
that was to be called the "Roaring
Twenties", two major reforms were
attempted. The first, Woman's Suf-
frage succeeded; the second ,Pro-
hibition did not.

Immediately after the Civil War,
temperance replaced slavery as the
dominant social issue of the Meth-
odist Church. Temperance must
have been an active force from the
very beginning in River Falls.

In 1876, the Methodist Pastor pre-
sided over one of the first large
temperance meetings in the city.
During the first Word War, River
Falls be came a "Dry" city. There-
fore when the 18th amendment
was passed there not much change
in the city.

The 1930s saw the emergence of a
new church organization, the
Wesley League. This was com-
posed of college students. They
held their meetings in the Method-
ist Church.

At the close of World war II, the na-
tional Methodist church began the
"Bishop's Crusade". The purpose
was to arouse public opinion for
the creation of an international or-
ganization. In July 1944, eighteen
Methodists from River Falls at-
tended the "Crusade for New
World Peace" meeting in St. Paul.
Due in part of such efforts, the
United Nations was formed in 1945.

In 1953, the congregation began a
series of extensive remodelings to
the building. On July 1,the building
was closed as work began. On
March 6, 1955, special services
were held for the consecration of
the building. New entrances had
been built. The chancel was-
changed so that it faced north.
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There was new carpeting, new
pews, and liturgical paramonts.
Provision was made for new Sun-
day School rooms.

In 1957, the congregation cele-
brated is centennial with several
programs. Also that year, the West
Wisconsin Conference held its first
annual meeting in River Falls.
Homes were opened to entertain
those attending. Meals for atten-
dants were served principally by
the Lutheran and Congregational
Church ladies.

Throughout the fifties and sixti-
es,the importance of the Wesley
League grew on campus. By the
early 1960s the Foundation was
sponsoring one lecture, hay-ride or
other event per week. In July 1964,
the Wesley Foundation bought a
building which was open daily and
offered facilities to the students.

In 1961, two pastors were ap-
pointed, the Rev. Richard Truitt ad
the first assistant pastor, Richard
Schwenk. The Rev. Schwenk had
been a previous president of the
Wesley Foundation. He became
the first youth from the congrega-
tion to become a missionary. He
served in the Philippines until 1968
and he and his wife,Caring, contin-
ued to serve in Sarawak.

The late sixties were a period of ac-
tivism on the campus. The most
controversial issued was the Viet
Nam War. One of the earliest
groups on campus to advocate a
negotiated peace was the Wesley
Foundation with the Rev. Richard
Truth. He was well known in the
community for his opposition to the
war. As early as 1966,the Founda-
tion sponsored "Peace Forums" at
the Wesley House.

In 1978, a new pipe organ was in-
stalled which incorporated some of
the parts of the previous instru-
ment. In 1978, a two story building
was erected which was attached to
the present building. It included an
elevator providing access for the
handicapped.

The 150th anniversary was cele-
brated in 2007. It was a year long
celebration with each month em-
phasing a particular ministry. For-
mer pastors were invited to return
and spend a Sunday with the con-
gregation.

Material provided from the history
of the church



The United Methodist Church
Wisconsin Annual Conference
P.O. Box 620
Sun Prairie, WI 53590-0620

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Sun Prairie, Wis.

Permit No. 28    

FLASHBACKS
Revealing glimpses of our

creative past  

United Methodist
Archives & History  

OFFICERS OF ARCHIVES & HISTORY

Chairperson 	 Sandy (Doug) Kintner
Vice Chairperson 	 Jeff Nicholas
Secretary 	 Judy Vasby
Flashbacks Editor 	 Lois Olsen

Ex-Officio Members of the Executive
Committee 	

Conference Archivist
Conference Historian
Conference Research

FLASHBACKS subscriptions ($10/yr) to
Sandy Kintner
2737 Hwy T

Sun Prairie WI 53590

FLASHBACKS
&-)03

Newsletter of the United Methodist
Commission on Archives & History

Lois C. Olsen, Editor
St. John's Tower

1840 N. Prospect Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Phone: 414/347-1745
lcolsen@execpc.com

Material of historical interest, church
anniversaries, recollections, activities of
local historical committees and historians,
should be sent to her at the above address.

Lynn Lubkeman
 Sandy Kintner
Mary Schroeder


