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A CELEBRATION OF NATIVE-
AMERICANS

A celebration of the 150 years of Native
American participation in the United Methodist
Church in Wisconsin was held on November
18, 2006 at the Museum of the Wisconsin
Annual Conference. The current display at the
museum recognizes both the Native American
heritage as well as the witness of the United
Methodist Church. About 100 people attended
the celebration.

The service opened with inspirational
singing by the Oneida Singers, members of the
Oneida congregation. The Rev.Robert Odum,
pastor of the Milwaukee Native American
Ministry welcomed the gathering.

The Rev. Ken Gelhaus. chair of the
Museum Committee, gave a brief history of the
Museum. Roger Thomas gave the invocation in
both Ojibwe and English.

Alan Kuhn, who is of both Ojibwe and
Menominee heritage, observed the Honor Song
and the Pipe Ceremony The congregation
formed a circle around the room. The Honor
Song of the Lakota people, accompanied by a
drum, talked about the wild rice harvest.

The pipe was then lit. It is the center of
the universe and carries the prayers to heaven.
The pipe was carried around the room and
people responded by welcoming the smoke.
The bearer of the pipe touched both shoulders
of each person. Some people took puffs on the
pipe while others merely welcomed the smoke.

Opal Skenadore led the Lord's Prayer in
Oneida. Loretta Metoxen gave a history of the
Oneida Church. Jo Coblenta prayed in Ojibwe.
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Roger Thomas introduced John Thomas
Nahbenayashe. Mr.Thomas is the descendent
of Thomas Meh also known as Thomas
Cornelius Thomas, a Methodist Episcopal
missionary and evangelist to the Native
Americans of Michigan and Wisconsin. An
account of the history of the United Methodist
Work among Native Americans and of the life
of T.C. Thomas will follow the account of the
celebration.

The service closed with an account of the
Native American Ministry in Milwaukee by
Pastor Rob.Odum. Part of the celebration was
a generous dinner of Native American foods.

There were a number of honored guests
at the meeting. Present were John and Irma
Thomas who had served the Oneida Church
from 1950-1957. Also present were Cindy and
Sheila Feay, daughters of James and Leita Feay,
longtime United Methodist Missionaries to the
Menominees. Representing the national General
Commission on Religion and Race was Susan
Ware-Diaz. Cynthia Kent represented the
national General Board of Global Ministries.

The current display of Native American
works can be viewed at the Museum by
appointment. Call one of these persons: Lois
Olsen, 414-347-1745: Carol Hack , 262-392-
5524; Russ Mathers , 414-543-5177: or Robert
Odum, 414-543-5177

THE REV. T.C.THOMAS

T.C.Thomas, a Chippewa, was born in a
wigwam on Grand Island, Michigan in 1859.
As a young boy he began preaching. He spoke
in three Ahishnabe languages: Chippewa,
Ottawa and Potawatomie as well as in English
and a little French.

Thomas always preached against
alcohol, partly because his grandfather died in a
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wigwam fire when he was intoxicated.

The family name was Nahbenaysha. He
changed it to Thomas at the request of the
conference before he was ordained. At the age
of seventeen, he was named a Local Preacher.

From 1880-88, he worked as teacher and
school superintendent. In 1884, he joined the
Detroit Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. He was ordained a deacon in 1884
and an elder in 1886. From 1888-90, he
attended Albion College, a Methodist Episcopal
School. In addition to preaching and teaching
school, he also preached at camp meetings. He
ran for public office. In 1908, he was appointed
to the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs.

In 1892, he married Mary Emma
Pennock. In 1886, they moved to the Bad River
Reservation in Wisconsin and he became a tribal
member. In 1898, he dedicated the Methodist
Episcopal Church in Odanah. In 1904, he was
admitted to the West Wisconsin Conference.

In addition to starting three
congregations, he was a historian and wrote
profusely. He was deeply involved in tribal
affairs and served in the Bad River Council. He
died in January, 1912, at the age of 52.

METHODISM AND NATIVE AMERICANS.
THE ONEIDAS

The history of the Methodist and Native
Americans in Wisconsin has its origin in the
growth of the church among the Indian people
in New York. The Oneidas were a member of
the Six Nation Confederacy of the Iroquois

During the late 1800s, the Oneidas in
New York State were deprived of much of their
land. During this time, Eleazer Williams was
working as a missionary in the Episcopal
Church. In 1821, he led a delegation of Oneidas
to Green Bay and asked for land. In 1822, he
led the "First Christian Party" to settle in
Wisconsin.

The "Second Christian Party" also
called the "Orchard Party" arrived in 1830.
They were part of the group in New York who
were Methodist in practice.

In May, 1832, the General Conference
provided for the extension of the Methodist
missionary thrust among the Indians in the
western and northwestern frontiers.' The first
person to volunteer was John Clark from the
New York Conference. In June 1832, he was
appointed by his conference as "Missionary to
Green Bay". By July 21 of that year, he arrived
in Green Bay. His first activity was to preach at
Fort Howard in Green Bay and formed a class,
the first permanent Methodist organization in
the present Wisconsin'

JOHN CLARK

He quickly traveled to visit the Oneidas
at Smithfield (now Kaukana) He immediately
began his work. On September 15 and 16. he
organized a class of twenty-five members,
dedicated a log building as church and school
house. administered the Lord's 'supper and
baptized a child. Blake says." The building

' Wiliam Blake CROSS AND FLAME IN
WISCONSIN ( (Wisconsin Conference United
Methodist Church 1973) 20
2 Ibid 21
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was humble enough, built of logs...Nevertheless
it was the first Methodist house of worship
erected between Lake Michigan and the Pacific
coast, and therefore possesses a significance out
of proportion to the material and size.'

Clark worked with Daniel Adams, an
Oneida, who had been serving as a Local Pastor.
A Stockbridge woman, Electa Quinney. started a
school on September 17 with thirty pupils. She
also took responsibility for the Sunday School
of adults and Children'

In 1833, this Oneida group moved
across the Fox River and settled in Duck Creek
where the first group of Oneidas had settled. A
new school was constructed.

Church bunt in 1891

Since 1833, the congregation has had
several buildings. In 1895, Epworth Hall was
erected which provided space for recreational
activities of the community. In 1891, a new
building served the congregation. In 1943, the
church was struck by lightning and burned to
the ground. All the furniture and furnishings
were saved and moved across the road to
Epworth Hall. In 1953, the current church was
built, incorporating Epworth Hall. In 1980, an
addition was made to expand the sanctuary and
to make the building handicapped accessible.

3 'bid 23
4 Elizabeth Wilson METHODISM IN EASTERN
WISCONSIN.(Wisconsin Conference Historical
Society 1938) 14

HARRIET' ALICEA

Tribute must be paid to Harriet Alicea, a
Local Pastor and a member of the Oneida
congregation as well as a proud and respected
member of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of
Wisconsin.

Harriet was born on September 24,
1932. For nineteen years. she served as the
Home School Coordinator for the Seymour
School district. Here she worked as a liaison
bridging the gap between the Oneida youth and
the school officials. In 1997. at the age of 65,
until her retirement in 2002, she served as Local
Pastor to the Oneida Congregation. A
scholarship fund has been set up in her name to
offer financial aid to Native Americans who
respond to a call to ministry

Harriet served far beyond the local
congregation, spending much time in preaching
and talking to numerous congregations in the
conference. She also served on the Archives
and History Commission of the Wisconsin
Conference.

Harriet was married to Rafael Alicea in
1952. They celebrated 52 years together until he
died in 2005. They were blessed with six
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childrete

ALICEA, Harriet

Harriet was a blessed voice of the
Oneida people. We give thanks for her
constant witness. She died on November
14.2005

BRGI'HERTONS

The Brothertons also came from New
York. During the 1.820s and 1830s, the
Stockbridge and Brothertons moved to
Wisconsin and settled on the east side of Lake
Winnebago. The Brotherton settlement, also
called Deansburg, first appeared in the
General Minutes of the Conference in 1839.
The Brothertons were the first Indians to
become United States Citizens.'

Although the early settlers were Baptist,
some early Methodist circuit riders preached in
the area. Jesse Halstead and H.W. Frink were
early preachers in the area. Class meetings
were organized and at one time there were camp
ineetings.'

ODANAI I

A church and school were built in
Odanah by the Presbyterians around the year
1870, but their work was discontinued and their
property was acquired by Roman Catholics in
the early 1890s. The Rev. Thomas C. Thomas
came to Odanah on the invitation of the Indian
people in September, 1896 and held services in
their homes.... So successful was his work that

" Patty r_Cfew INDIAN NATIONS OF WISCONSIN
((Wisconsin Historical Society Press,Madison 2001)
11
° Wilson 22-24

regular meetings began in the home of Joseph
Couture on January 3, 1897. Later that year, the
Rev.Thornas returned to be the pastor. A church
was organized...Land was secured, and a
mission church was built and was dedicated on
April 3, 1898.

For a few decades the church flourished
and expanded under Indian Pastors, Lay
Preachers and class leaders. The women were
organized in LadieS Aids and missionary
societies. They contributed to the spiritual and
material work of the church. In those early
years, the Lake Superior Chippewa's Indian
Camp Meeting Association came into being.
Meetings were held on a 40-acre tract about a
mile from the village of Odanah. At one time
there was a tabernacle, an outdoor worship
center, and a number of summer homes erected
by members...The church building was enlarged
in 1910. It has a large sanctuary and meeting
room.... Four acres of land, located directly
across the road from the church, were acquired
in 1915. A mission school was erected on this
property. Grades one through eight were taught.
...The school was closed on June 30, 1923,
because the public school was then able to
accommodate all the students.

The services of a full-time missionary
were provided in 1951. -.The first deaconess
was appointed in 1956 to do church and
community work, but that was discontinued in
1970.

The congregation still functions as part
of the Wisconsin Conference.

MENOMINEE MISSION
The history and identity of the

Menominee peoples is rooted in the white pines
and towering sugar maples of the western
Great Lakes. The forest sustained the tribe
before Europeans arrived on the continent, and
to this day the .fbrest continues to provide
cultural and economic: sustenance to the
Menominee. As a present-day Menominee
descendent explained, "We are the forest." '

The Menorninees were one of the

' Loew 24



indigenous people inWisconsin.

When the New York people arrived in
the 1820s and 1830s, the Menominees agreed to
"joint tenancy" with the newcomers along an
eighteen-mile strip a straddling the Fox River
north of Lake Winnebago. There was great
dispute about boundaries and ownership.
Finally, in 185•, the Menorninees were allowed
to reserve 260,000 densely forested acres along
the Wolf and Oconto Rivers for a permanent
home' However, in 1934, the federal
government moved to terminate the reservation
system and the Menominee Area became a
county in Wisconsin.

The Methodist were slow to respond to
the needs of the Menominees. The termination
of the reservation attracted the attention of
I .Clarence Kelly, superintendent of the Green
Hay District. With his initiative, a unique
ministry was created to operate among them.
Their objectives were described as follows:
"No attempt will be made to start. even a Sunday
School or church. Rather the minister will
move among the Menorninees counseling,
helping, serving in whatever ways the
Menominees want to utilize his ministry. Those
who express an interest in church attendance
will be referred to the pastors of the churches
already established in Menominee County."'

Jim and Leith. Feay served the
Menominee Mission from 1969 until 1988. A
description of this remarkable couple and the
work they accomplished is beyond this brief
description. One job description says:"The
Rev.Jim Feay works among the Indian people
without an established church. This enables
hint to be involved in the lives of all the Indian
people, regardless of church affiliation. He
brings to them a ministry that does not come
from any other church or organization. " The
paper goes on to say the two dynamics of the
Ministry are:

1. A counselor-ReconcilorRole
fulfilling what the Indian community calls a
Spiritual Advisor at Large. 2. An Enabler-
Advocate• directing yearly summer United
Methodist Work Mission Groups who come to

Blake 275

the Oneida community to participate in varied
projects. Another description of the ministry
stated the area of work as homes, hospitals, jails,
court rooms, prisons, nursing homes, alcohol
treatment maims ;tad the comituruity.

JIM AND LH.TA FFAY

MILWAUKEE NATIVE AMERICAN
MINISTRY

The ministry opened its doors in
January, 1991 at 615 West Mitchell Street with
a Sunday school service for two students. A few
months later, worship services began.

The building that housed the Ministry
was plagued with flooding and other problems.
When the opportunity to rent a building at 1738
South llth Street presented itself, the
congregation moved. For several years, Sunday
school met in the Fellowship Hall. Gradually,
pews replaced stacking chairs and an altar was
obtained. United Methodist churches
throughout the district contributed a piano,
organ, Sunday School furniture, books and
supplies. A fifteen passenger van was purchased
to provide transportation to services and youth
activities.

In 1955. the congregation purchased the
building where services were held and the
adjacent residence which is now being used for
the Sunday School. Improvements were made to
the exterior of the building and Fellowship Hall.
A dedication was held May 7, 2000, naming the
Fellowship Hall in honor Clara Gall, one of the
founding members of the Ministry.
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The congregation is diverse with a

mixture of Native Americans, African Americans
and Anglo. The focus of the ministry is to the
urban. Indian The neighborhood also includes
Hispanic, East Indian, and Asian population.

The Native American culture has
traditions, stories, symbols, and spiritual gifts
which enrich the Christian faith. The Ministry
wants to share the resources they have with the
rest of the community

NEWS FROM THE
ARCHIVES

2006 was a year of unpacking in the
archives, following the move in late 2005.

The first accomplishment was to move
the local church and ministerial biographical
files to the new home on our newly purchased
wider filing shelves. They are now easily
accessible, with much needed room for
expansion. They continue to be heavily used by
all of vs in the archives as well as by the many
people who come to research local churches and
ministers using our resources. We have
benefited from the volunteering of Ed Schroeder
who has been coming in regularly and filing
materials to build and expand the local church
and ministerial records.

the next task is to identify all the
materials we have in the archives( which seems
endless) and place them in one overall
organizational system. We are looking box by
box at everything we have and beginning to
categorize the material. This is a slow process,
but we feel that each box handled is progress.

New computers are on the horizon for
the archives. Volunteer Bob Gruetzmacher has
been instrumental in keeping our present
computers functioning and in assessing our
computer needs, as well as continuing with his
usual data entry.

Stop by and see the new look in the
archives. The archives are open on Thursday
mornings from 8:00 until noon. The building
will also be open by appointment.

Submitted by Lynn I Atbkeman, Archivist

Al GOMA

The Algoma United Methodist Church
claims the heritage of two branches of
Methodism in Wisconsin. Like many
congregations, the current congregation is the
end product of a number of congregations.

A German Methodist congregation was
formed in Kewaunee in 1.853 or 1856. The
German Methodist Conference appointed the
Rev. J.A Saizer to Manitowoc and Kewaunee.
The Rev. C.G. Becker organized a congregation
in Ahnapee in 1861. In 1871. the Kewaunee
Circuit was divided and the Ahnapee
congregation was served by ministers from
both Ahnapee and Sturgeon Bay as well as from
Algoma and Kewaunee.

The Zion Methodist Church was
organized at Kodan. The building was erected
in 1875, and was replaced in 1879. When the
congregation disbanded, Mrs.Perry began
teaching Sunday School classes in her own
home. When the classes became too large, they
moved to a dance hall above a grocery store. In
1928, the abandoned Zion building was moved
to Forestville. Children of all ages were taught
be they Methodists, Baptists, Moravians
.Lutherans or Catholics. In 1950, the building
was sold again and moved to the town of Red
River for use as the Lincoln Gospel Chapel.
The building was torn down in the early 1990s.

The English Methodist Church began in
1856 when the Rev. Charles Baldock was
appointed as the first pastor of the Kewaunee
Circuit. Preaching places on the circuit
included Kewaunee, Ahnapee(now Algoma),
Casco and Carlton. It also included preaching
places in Door County which did not have a
pastor of their own until 1863.

In 1889,the Rev. D.C.Savage was sent to
Algoma. A dedicated group of twelve people

were the core of the congregation, meeting in a
small building abandoned by the Baptists. In
1890, the Rev. 0.P.Christian was assigned and
under his supervision, the affairs of the church
rapidly moved ahead. Many new members were
added, a large number of adult baptisms were
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administered and the church grew by leaps and
bounds. A building was erected in June, 1892.
A local newspaper reported the following:

1 he handsome new Methodist
hpiscopal Church edifice was dedicated last
Sunday... At the close of the service, it was
announced that the total indebtedness against
the church, amounting to $1500 must be
provided before the church would be dedicated.
Within eight hours, the amount was subscribed.

On July 1, 1891. the first adult was
baaptized. This took place in Lake Michigan, the

only baptism by
immersion on
record.

Several
congregations
have united with
the current
church. One was
Clay Banks
Methodist
Church. In the
records is the
following:

Clay Banks, in an
early day, was a
center of
lumbering
operations, and
as was usually
the case, it was
also a center of
iniquity. Indeed
its reputation in
the respect was
far reaching.
Very little effort
was made for
organized
Christian work
here.
Occasionally
some pioneer
preacher would
pass thro, or
some tramp
evangelist would
hold a series of

meetings, and create a little excitement, but
these early ellbrts seem to have made little
impression, or to have done but little in laying
the jbundation for permanent Christian work.
Undoubtedly of far greater importance as a
preparation far the present work were the
labors of Mrs. James Tufts, the wife of a saw-
mill owner. This consecrated Christian lady,
Pr eight years, .singlehanded and in her own
home, against considerable opposition,
conducted a Sunday School, meeting the
expense very largely with her own means.

In 1900, George Carmichael of Sturgeon
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liay TICi Anton I halestad of Algoma started
preaching services in the school house. The
pastors alternated the services. In 1901, a
Methodist Society was formed and was
connected with the Algoma charge. Before the
end of the year, the school house was purchased
and made into a permanent church building.

In 1933. the German Methodist
',piscopal Conference united with the English

M.1.',.(:oriforence. 	 viergot' of the two
churches in Algoma, happened in the next
year:Hrrough several other national mergers the
United Methodist Church came into being in
1968.

Included in the history of the church is
wonderful story of a brave preacher during the
time of prohibition. The following is from the
local, newspaper, the Record Herald:

In February of 1929, during
Prohibition, a pastor preached a hard hitting
sermon against the illicit liquor trade in the
area. lie apparently touched a nerve. The
headline read 'TRY 111RFAT IN EVFORT 10
.STOP PAS1ORS: Al11110R117ES SIXK. TO
LEARN 1,01,,NTITY IKITER AUTHOR.

An unsigned letter threatening the
administration of tar and leathers unless he
desists in his attack on the illicit liquor traffic
was received by the Rev. NI:Bess of the
Methodist church late Friday night. 1 he
missive written on heavy brown paper with a
soft lead pencil was finmd by the pastor
Saturday morning. It was"stuffed" into the
hallway of the parsonage between the door and
the threshold. I he storm door was opened to
permit the deposit of the letter. 1 he matter was
reported to the authorities and efibrts to
prehend the guilty are now underway...The first
reaction on the street after the delivery of the
sermon was that it was somewhat overdrawn
and exaggerated real conditions. The
threatening letters started sentiments in the
other direction. Monday evening the official
board of the Methodist Church went on record
and endorsed the stand of pastor. and they
indicated they would stand by him.

An editorial in the news paper applauded
the Rev. Bess for his courage and his
conviction. It called the writer of the letter a

despicable coward, spineless and depraved and
yellow.. But the editorial also denied that
Algoma was as had as Pastor Bess had
indicated.

There rs no further account of what
happened but apparently Pastor Bess escaped

threatened torment.

A tradition of the congregation is the
annual Smorgasbord dinners. They began in
1949. At the first dinner, seventy-live meals
were served in the basement of the church. The
next year, the meal was moved to another
building. Stoves were borrowed and hot water
came from the creamery. By 1957. the annual
event had grown to 90() dinners. In 1960, the
event moved to the new church building. The
meal provided food from authentic Swedish and
Norwegian recipes. The final Smorgasbord
was held in 1989, ending a forty-one year
tradition as the congregation felt it was too great
a strain on the resources.

In 1954, the congregation decided it was
time to build a new building. The old building
was sold in .1959 and ground was broken for
the new building. The first service in the new
building was on January 31, 1960. Consecration
services were held March 13,1960 while
Dedication , which could only be held after the
building was completely paid for was on August
30, 1970.

A new enterprise began when Pastor
Harold Gray and his wife, Lorraine, came to
serve the congregation. Mrs.Gray had been
managing "Ile Antique and Contemporary
Doll House Show and Sale'. In 1970. when
the Grays moved to Algorna,the show moved
there too. It is stated that this is the only one of
its kind in Wisconsin. The United Methodist
Women now sponsor the show. the main
purposes are to display and sell dolls-anitque
and contemporary- and accessories such as doll
chairs, buggies and clothes.

In 1964. the Grays retired and moved to
Indiana, but the Doll Show stayed in Algoma.
The United Methodist Women continue to
sponsor the event.

In 1974. vandals entered t le locked
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church and did considerable damage. The
interior had been. sprayed with the contents of
two new dust type fire extinguishers. Several
moms, including the pastor's office had been
ransacked. When the parishioners gathered
for the morning service, they came with rags,
pails, and vacuum cleaners and cleaned the

The members are involved in a number
of community activities, The Sweater Makers
are a many of ladies who knit or crochet
sweaters for boys and girls two to twelve.
These sweaters are distributed to mission
organizations world wide. 'the group has
produced. over 1200 sweaters.

The Methodist Men have accepted
responsibility for cleaning a mile of highway
right of way south of Algoma. They also
sponsor contribution to a project to provide
livestock to people in needy areas.

A popular outreach to the community
has been "Music on a. Summer Sunday
evening." Musical presentation are held at the
church on the last Sunday of June, July and
August. These presentations are free of
admission and are followed by ice cream treat
courtesy of the congregation.

The 1.50th anniversary of the
congregation was celebrated throughout 2006.
On April 23, Deritage,Sunday was recognized
with a service led by Dale Eggerton, a child of
the congregation and now a United Methodist
Pastor at Iola. and Manawa. In August, there
was a Youth in Music Fest. 'Two Christian
bands played in the local park. On September
1.7. a traditional service was held with Bishop
I inda I ce Presiding. Former members and
pastors were invited.

Information taken from the histories of
the church, much of it prepared by the Rev.
Robert Kuhn, retired pastor.

Si' LUKE'S
LA (.11ZOSSE

St.Luke's United Methodist Church in
La Crosse shares its history with two other
Methodist Churches in the city. The l'inglish
Methodist Episcopal Church began with a small
group of Methodists living in North La Crosse
in 1856. They were part of the Onalaska
Circuit. The first formal meeting place was in
a school house on Caledonia Street.

Arlow Andersen relates that also in.
1.856 Samuel Andersen of the Norwegian
Methodist Church was serving a circuit that
included La Crosse, Coon Prairie and Viroqua.
A history of the city states that in 1.870, the
Norwegian Methodist Mission was meeting in
the First Methodist building.

The German Methodist Church was
formed in 1857 by the Rev. P, Schaefer. In
1859, the church building was erected. In 191.7,
the congregation was renamed the Salzer
Memorial Church. Both these organization
joined the current St.Luke's congregation in the
early part of the twentieth century.

In 1.866 The Methodist Episcopal
Church purchased land on Caledonia Street for
$75.00. The first section of the building was
erected in 1.867. It was known as the La Crosse
Second church. In 1917. the building was
remodeled by adding a basement under the
building and the sanctuary was redecorated. In
1894, the congregation sponsored a mission
church on French Island which continued until
the building was sold in 1919.

By 1950, termites played a role in
forcing the congregation that a new building was
needed. On Palm Sunday, a couple walked up to
the Sanctuary when they heard a cracking sound
from the basement. 'Termites had Weakened the
structure. Repairs were made and the building
continued to be used. In 1953, a building fund
was started. By 1958, the educational unit was
complete and services were held in the
fellowship halt The old building was razed. In
1959. the name of the church was changed to
St.Luke's The sanctuary was begun in 1962
and services were held in the new
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building on December 24, 1962

2006 saw the celebration of 150 years of
the congregation. A printed directory
highlights the significant events in the life of the
church. Each month, a short skit was presented
during the worship services. The skits were
about John Wesley and the founding of the
Methodist (lurch. A number of former pastors
were invited back to preach as well as several
former members who are MO pastors.

heritage Sunday was celebrated on May
21st. There was a a special ceremony for
members and guests to renew wedding vows.
There was a display of wedding gowns, from
women who had been married hi the church.
There were a series of musical performances.

Finally on September 1.0. there was a
sesquicentennial celebration which included
Bishop Linda 1,ce and District Superintendent
Nancy Moffat. The Coulee Region Gospel
(1(4 sang. During the service the 1,a Crosse
Historical Society sang and were dressed in
period costumes.

'The booklet prepared for the
Sesquicentennial included a collection of poems
by R. L. Koepke of Holman,Wisconsin. I will
include only one of these.

ONE HUNDRED
AND

FIFTY YEARS

1.856 to 2006 a period of time,
How important in your life and mine.

Birth of a Church our foundation firm
Touching many life's and their concern.

Many strong teachers guiding our way
Adding purpose and direction each day,

I-hippy times, trying times, sonic with tears
Many challenges faced, through the years.

The church's foundation provided the strength
The vision, courage, and direction at length
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With God's Way, our way we traveled our
roads

Sharing and helping each other shoulder the
load,

Of life with its trials, happiness and tears,
A group of good p0eaople, the Church,150

years.

AN OXFORD
SOJOURN

In 2006, Fred Brancel spent three
months incarcerated at the federal prison at
Oxford,Wisconsin. Following is Fred's
statement at the Federal Court in Columbus,
Georgia on January 30, 2006. Following his
statement will be some comments that he made
after his release from prison.

STATEMENT AT FEDERAL COURT In
COLUMBUS,S GA, 30 JANUARY 2006

Fred C.Brancel, retired GBGM
Missionary

I consider myself fortunate to have been
born and raised on a Wisconsin dairy farm,
in a land of milk and honey. I was blessed
by devout parents who were never in the field, or
in a store, on Sunday, and who had an
exceptional non-violent approach to problem
solving. which may have been a challenge with
four sons in six years. I learned at an early age
of turning swords into plow shares and spears
into pruning hooks. I became an admirer
during my teens of Gandhi's non-viloence
based on the principle that "the human spirit is
more powerful than tanks and aircraft." My
commitment to this principle was nurtured and
strengthened while a student at the University of
Wisconsin.

I was privileged to work for twenty years as
a agricultural /educational missionary in
Angola, Zimbabwe and Zaire (with the 2
year Peace Corps break) during the
independence movement which added to my
admiration for Gandhi. It has brought me 3
months imprisonment and deportation from

Angola. After returning to the U.S. in '71, I
was lay associate the University Methodist

Church where I was able to walk or bike to
work and we raised our 8 teen-agers at one time
never owning more that one four=-wheeled
vehicle. Martin Luther King Jr. became a role
model of non-violence. After six years in
Madison, I became director-manager of our
church camp in NW Wisconsin for eleven
years, until retiring. An important experience
while at camp was hosting refugees from El
Salvador and Guatemala en route to Canada.
This increased our awareness of, and
information about, our government's
involvement in Central and South America, and
the atrocities the School of Americas (SOA)
graduates committed there.

In retirement, we have made numerous
Volunteer in Mission trips around the U. S. and
one to Montserrat, West Indies and one in
Zimbabwe. We've also been privileged to visit
St.Lucia, Haiti, Cuba and Puerto Rico in the
Caribbean, Mexico, Guatemala, Belize,
Nicaragua, Costa Rica and El Salvador in
Central America, Brazil, Chile, and Argentina in
South America, Israel, Egypt, Spain, Portugal
and Morocco, all with different educational
organizations. In 1990„ my late wife and I
camped around the world for 8 months and 2
days with one of my sons and his family,
Nelson Mandela became another role model of
non-violence as he was released from 37 years
in prison. In April '041 went to Iraq with a
Christian Peacemakers Team. Last September I
attended the Bring-our-troops- home rally in
D.C. and in November I attended my third
SOA Watch at Fort Benning. (The SOA Watch
is" an independent grassroots organization that
seeks to close the SOA through vigils and fasts,
demonstration and nonviolent action, as well as
media and legislative work") Each of these
experiences brought me information and insight
not commonly available in our corporate
controlled U.S. media.

Inspired by a book study at church and
remembering President Eisenhower's
cautioning about the impact of our military-
industrial complex, I decided to commit civil-
disobedience at Fort Benning because of the
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growing deficit, growing disparity, growing
distrust and growing discord/animosity and the

need I see to "Change the direction of the
wind" I am fully aware of the possible
consequences and stand before you without
regret.

PS Feb. 7/06The sentence is three months in
Federal Prison and a $500 fine. I will self-
report where and when indicated by the Bureau
of Prisons in 4-6 weeks.

Fred was incarcerated in the Federal Prison at
Oxford,Wisconsin. The prison has two sections,
a maximum prison for serious offenders and a
satellite camp which houses "nonviolent
offenders who do not need ongoing care."
Imprisoned with Fred were two other men who
had also protested at Fort Benning. During the
advent season, the three men prepared a series of
devotions. Following are some excerpts from
these devotions.

Wednesday, December 26.2006

I, nick-named frugal Fred, had difficulty in
prison with the common disregard of conserving
resources. the water, hot or cold, left running
wide-open while the inmate went into the TV
room brushing his teeth. Huge servings of food
in the dining room..."If you don't want it, throw
it out." And then the rampant profanity, verbal
pornography, not in my up-bringing.

Since I was not permitted to take anything into
prison, my wife thoughtfully ordered a daily
devotional book sent by mail to me. This
enabled us to read 'together' even though
separated by walls and miles. We both found
the devotionals enriching and up-lifting,
frequently speaking to our needs.

Saturday, December 23.2006

While in Oxford Prison, as a gesture of
hospitality, my surrogate grandson, Buddy, (also
imprisoned for demonstrating at Fort Benning)
a Catholic student at DePaul University in
Chicago, and I attended the Catholic, Protestant,
Jewish, Muslim and Jehovah's Witness
services in the chapel. Buddy joined the choir.

He was soon known for his singing talent and
nicknamed Jesus because of his long hair and
dark beard.

At our last chapel service, Buddy sang two solos
and spoke of 'the resilience" of the human
spirit in the face of adversity." This was a
compliment to the inmates present who had
chosen the path to a new life and 'turned-their-
lives-around'. This brought to mind a statistic
which I have heard that two-thirds of Wisconsin
inmates return, sentenced back to prison after
their release.

During my three months in prison,. I observed
first-hand the distorted emphasis on
punishment or retribution with little, if any,
attention given to rehabilitation. The prison staff
did not have the training, skills, time, or interest
to help inmates find their way to the "path of a
new life." A changed emphasis is desperately
needed it Wisconsin' notorious excessing
incarcertation rate it to be corrected. Wisconsin
organizations such as Money. Education and
Prison and Prisoners Action Coatliton are at
work to bring about this change. They need and
deserve the support the Christian Community,
All of us human beings have weaknesses and
short comings. Every Christian knows from
personal experience the importance of the
precious gift of forgiveness and a new
beginning.
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