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The Northcentral Jurisdiction Archives and
History will meet in Wisconsin on July 11-14,
2005. On Monday evening, Dr.James Stein,
Professor of History at Garrett Evangelical
Seminary will give the major address. On the
twelfth there will be a bus tour of historic sites
of the United Methodist Church in Wisconsin..
The first stop will be at Rutland, east of
Madison, which is the site of the first church
building of the United Brethren in Christ. At
noon, lunch will be at the Cambridge Church.
This is the oldest Norwegian Methodist
Church in the world. The third stop will be at
Old World Wisconsin, a project of the
Wisconsin State Historical Society. The visit
will be to the Pleasant Ridge Church. This
church is a replication of the original church
built west of Lancaster, Wisconsin. The UBC
church was organized in an early settlement of
African Americans in the 1840s.

Other presentations being planned are a
history of the work among the Italians,
organized by the Evangelical Association and
the history of the work among Native
Americans in Wisconsin.

Housing and meetings will be on the
campus of the University of Wisconsin-

January 2005

Milwaukee. There will be further information
in the next Flashbacks. Or contact Lois Olsen
at 414-347-1745, e-mail kolsen@execpc.com
or Rev. Fred Sundt at 414-258-2868.

POYNETTE

In February 8th 1837, JD Doty entered
120 acres of land to be designated as Pauquette.
In 1850. when a petition was sent to the Post
Office Department for establishment of a post
office, a clerical error resulted and the official
name of Poynette was established. It was here
that the Baptists and Methodists found a
receptive area to carry on their missionary
work.

In 1844, the Poynette Methodist church had
its official start as part of the Madison Circuit
under the supervision of Elder Elihu Springer.
The Methodist Society of Lodi was the
affiliate. The Rev. R. J. Harvey was the first
pastor assigned to the circuit.

In 1845, the Rev.CJ Adams was appointed
to the charge, He continued on the circuit for
three months and was succeeded by the Rev.
H.Maynard. The Rev.Maynard came to the
home of Albert Johnson to preach a funeral
service - the first gospel sermon ever heard in
Poynette, as least by a Methodist Episcopal
minister.
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After this, the regular preaching was
conducted in other sites which included:

a log cabin owned by Peter Drake
A log house offered to the people by

Clark Young
Poynette's first schoolhouse, a log

cabin located on the southwest
side of the village.

In 1853, Poynette was separated form
Loch and became a mission charge by itself
Membership was reported as a total of 100 and
five "Probationers."

In 1856, land.(Approx. 3/4 acre) was
purchased and a parsonage was built on that
property. Early church history reported a total
of 180 members and 20 "probationers" in 1860.
There was opposition to the continued use of
the school for church services. So in 1863, a
new church building was constructed at S.Main
Street on one acre of land directly across the
street from the parsonage at a cost of $2500.

From the fall of 1862 until the summer
of 1863, the Rev.John Springer filled

the pulpit. He was drafted and appointed
Chaplain of hig regiment during the Civil War.
It was reported that when the captain and first
and second lieutenants 'Of his company fell in
the battle of Resaca, he seized a musket and led
the charge only to be mortally wounded. In his
last moments, he said to Charles Early, a
comrade,:"I have lived which I preached in our
northern home, and die in the favor of God."

In 1876, the church building was moved
to the present location where it was remodeled
and considerably enlarged. On January 14,
1876, special services led by the Rev.Couch of
Madison, asked for pledges toward moving the
church. According to Jennie Bullen's history
log."on April 28th, the Poynette ME church
which has been in the middle of the street since
Friday, commences to move again- Tuesday
and will likely be in new location this week".

Inch Church was built in the year 1877
and one year later, 1878, became part of the
Poynette Methodist Charge.

In 1890, the Home and Foreign
Missionary Society collected goods and cash of
$187 for South Dakota sufferers, On March
21, 1890, the Epworth League entertained at
Squires Hall and received $13.46.

On October 24, 1893, the board of
trustees met and elected officers. The report of
the treasurer as incidentals:three cords of
wood paid for, the janitor up to November
first, 1893. No debts except for two gallons of
oil. Cash on hand $33.50.

The following is an article from the
Poynette Press dated July 27,1894. "The ice
cream social at Dr.Oviatt's on Friday night
last was a success socially and financially- a



fine sum being realized for the League treasury.
We do not know where the connection is
between the Epworth League and the Weather
Bureau but we have noticed for a number of
times during the last three or four years that
when the league had a social advertised that
there would be a change in the weather- rain
and cool weather nearly always making its
appearance at about the time of the social, a
good specimen of which took place last week-
the shower Thursday night.. If there is some
connection would it not be a good thing for the
league to get up socials in time of drouth.?"

In 1894. the church was on the move
again- it was raised four feet, and received a
new roof, a new belfry and a floor for a cost of
$1865. The following is an article from the
Poynette Press dated October 26, 1894. "At a
meeting of the trustees of the ME church on
Tuesday evening, it was resolved to leave the
west end of the church as it is till spring and
continue efforts to secure the necessary
funds to complete it and build the addition
then... It is hoped that the friends of the
enterprise who have subscribed will be prompt
in paying their subscription, and that those
who have not subscribed will be considerably
liberal. The building committee and the
trustees desire to do so good a job that the
building will meet all necessities for thirty
years to come."(It actually lasted 60 years
when the major renovation was done in 1954!)

In 1903, the parsonage was sold.The
new parsonage was completed in 1903. The
Young People's Parsonage Society was formed
and raised $1000 for the new building. These
young people sold names to be embroidered on
a quilt- 20 names for block ( the quilt is at the
Poynette Area Historical Society's

Museum.) Names on the quilt are from all
faiths so it was truly a community project

The Methodist Hospital in Madison
was dedicated in 1921. The Ladies Aid
collected $70 to give to the hospital. Records
show that the pastor was paid $1500-75% by
Poynette, 25% by Inch.

On Sunday evening, April 18, 1924, a
missionary program was led by the Poynette
Auxiliary Standard Bearers. Kings Herald Girls.
Kings Heralds Boys and the Little Light
Bearers. On August 24, approximately 50
attended the Epworth League Morning watch
service and breakfast at the local church.
Portage and Lodi Leaguers were guests.

The following is a short history of the
Epworth League. written in August 1925. The
activities extended over the nine months of the
public school year and had 20 to 25 active
members. Their first activity was to help the
pastor put on a Harvest Hospital in which
vegetables and fruits were solicited and placed
on display at the church service on the morning
of Hospital Day, and then were delivered to
the Methodist Hospital; They had
Sunday evening devotional services and held
two business meetings and three social
gathering during the school year.

In 1925. there were three groups of
women's societies- the Lowville Home
Missionary Society, Poynette's Foreign
Missionary Society and the Ladies Aid. The
Foreign Missionary Society was the study
group. The motto of the Ladies Aid was "We
help the church anywhere we can."



On September 28, 1927,Sunday school
was canceled due to the prevalence of
Diphtheria

The 59th Anniversary and
Homecoming services of Inch were held on
June 16, 1934. The next day, the Poynette
Church celebrated their Ninetieth Anniversary.
In March, 1935, The Union Temperance
Meeting was held at the church at the request
of the Anti-Saloon League.

In 1939, five groups of Christian
women (three groups mentioned previously)
all merged into one group known as the
Women's Society of Christian Service.. A
history of the organization notes: the women
held their meetings on the first Thursday of
every month and usually at the church they
met in the back room of the church. A round
oak heater provided warmth- when the meeting
opened, women with heir coats on during the
coldest weather huddled around the stove. As
the stove belted out its heat- red faced women
moved out and away. The lunch was readied
in a small kitchen with wood range. Water
used for coffee and dish washing was carried in
pails from nearby neighbors. In Ladies Aid
days, much time was used sewing carpet rags.
As they moved into the WSCS, instead of
mainly social groups working hard for the
church, they put away the needles, thread and
the other materials - they became mission
minded and much time was spent in all phases
of the work

1953, saw a major renovation of the
building. A basement was dug which included a
kitchen and restrooms.. Also added were an
office, choir room, meeting room and an upper
room to accommodate the growing Sunday

School. A new front entrance was added and
new lighting installed. The building fund got a
boost when the Rev. Walt Hobbs- a man with
ideas- put his plan to work. He based his plan
on the Bible story in which Christ gave out
talents to the people and expected them to
increase their number. He doled out 195 silver
dollars to each member of the parishes.The
next step was for each member to invest his
talent in such a way that could make a profit
on the original dollar, Both churches reported
their successes at the end of the project.

On November 28, 1964, a special
ceremony was held to dedicate the church and
burn the mortgage. Special guests included
Bishop Ralph Alton, as well as several former
pastors families.

During the latter part of the 1900s,
there were immense changes in technology,
civil rights, women's rights and change in life
patterns. Among these changes were the make-
up of people attending pastoral schools and
seminaries and later assigned to local churches.
At the Poynette/Inch charge, the Rev. Charles
Garel was appointed in 1965. He was first
African American to serve this charge. In
1982, the Rev. Joyce Alford was the first
woman to serve these churches.

During the period 1986-1994,
Head Start, a federally sponsored program to
aid pre-school children was held in the church
basement. The church received federal funds
for the use of the building. In 1990, there were
also funds for some physical renovations to the
building,.

Taken from the history complied by Gordon
Dunn
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FLORA CARNCROSS
EDUCATOR IN CHINA

Editor's note: 1 have recently compiled a list of
over 250 names of women from Wisconsin that
served as missionaries with the United
Methodist Church 1 am grateful to Lois Ryan
for this account of her aunt, who served in
China from 1908-1925

Flora May Camcross was born on
March 21, 1878 in Glidden, Iowa. At the time
of her appointment as a missionary of the
Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, she was living in
Lodi, Wisconsin. She was a graduate of the
State Normal School in Oshkosh and the
Chicago Training School. Prior to her time in
Chicago, she taught school in Wisconsin at
Hayes for six years and Wausau for three.

She was assigned to China in 1908 and
spent several months in Chinkiang, studying
Chinese. She was appointed principal of the
Chinkiang Girls High school and served there
until 1914, she she came back to the United
States on furlough.

A note from the Board of Missions
states: "Shortly after Miss Camcross took
charge of the school, there was a sudden
emergency that she handled with discretion and
poise. The occasion was the opening of the
Nanking Exposition. Rumors were rife and
Consulates warned all foreigners and brought
gunboats to important points. Miss Camcross
closed the school a fortnight earlier and
returned the scholars as far as possible to their
homes. The uprising did not come, and the girls
who were left at school were delighted when
Miss Camcross took them to that great

Exposition.."

During her furlough from 1914-16, she
gained a B.A. degree from the University of
Wisconsin. On her return to China, she had
another year of language study and then
became the principal of the Hwei Wen Girls
High School in Nanking (Lawrence School)
until she had another furlough in 1922. When
she returned she became an instructor of
English at Ginling College in Nanking.

Nora Camcross died on April 2, 1925,
in Peking, following surgery for breast cancer.
Her funeral was held in that city. The report of
the Women's Foreign Missionary society says:
Her years of experience in China gave her a
place of unusual opportunity. As a teacher she
was patient, untiring,and efficient, but it was
her religious work and spiritual influence
among the students that she made her largest
contribution.

*************************************

LUMBER IS
THE SOURCE :OSCEOLA

1,222; First Methodist Church in the state:
Oneida United Methodist Church on the
property of the Midtec Paper Company in
Kimberly. Platteville 1832, log church second
Methodist church between Lake Michigan and
the Pacific Ocean.

1837 The St Croix River Valley was ceded to
the United States at Fort Snelling July 29,1837

1840s:  Circuit riders were holding services in
the Kent Boarding House in Osceola and at



the Ramsey Barn on the Osceola Prairie south
of Town. Later services were held in the
village in a building which doubled for a school.
William Talboys, one of the first school
teachers in the village, was also active
organizing classes in the beginnings of this
church.
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v 14. 1844  First land claims by V. Nobles,
Lucius N.S.Parker, including the Cascades and
the present site of the village.
The Cascade source of water power was
discovered by W.H.nobles

1844- 1854 Rev, William T.Boutwell was sent
as a missionary to the Chippewa Indians under
the direction of the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions.
Boutwell was stationed at Stillwater in 1847.
While in charge of the Stillwater Mission , he
rode the circuit up and down the St.Croix River
Valley. When Rev. Boutwell died some years

later, his burial was made a few miles west of
Stillwater on the farm home of this pioneer
clergyman. In recognition of the role played in
the early history by Rev. Boutwell, the Youth
Fellowship of the Stillwater Methodist
Church restored the family burial plot prior to
the Centennial observance there in 1943. This
first preacher received a salary of $64 which
was later increased to $80. The wife received
$64 also.

The Rev.Joseph Hurlbut was
appointed in 1844 to the St.Croix Mission
including all the settlements along the
Mississippi River and tributaries above Lake
Pepin. Other early ministers were J.Putnam,
Ben Close, G.W.Richardson and Richard
Dudgeon. Both Richardson and Dudgeon were
missionaries of the Minnesota Convergence
and were stationed at Hudson. At this time,
settlements were springing up on the west side
of the river in Minnesota and from Prairie du
Chien to St.Croix Falls in Wisconsin. The
vast territory with its wide stretches of prairie
land and its great forests, rivers and swamps,
without roads or bridges made up the
Minnesota Conference and was traveled four
years by Presiding Elder C. Hobart. There
were only two ordained ministers which
necessitated the attendance of Elder Hobart at
quarterly meetings in order to administer the
Sacraments and supervise the work. It has
been said that "the success of the cause more
than repaid for the hardships endured."

The Rev. C.Hobart had been appointed
Presiding Elder in 1849. In 1855 the
Minnesota Conference was divided which
resulted in the creation of two new
conferences: Wisconsin and West Wisconsin.
Osceola remained in the Red.Wing District of



the Minnesota Conference until somewhat later
when it became part of the Northwest
Wisconsin and finally, by a new set up in
1868, it was placed in the West Wisconsin
Conference.

The Ramsey barn served as a church for
several of the early circuit riders out on the
prairie. It was built with money from gold
nuggets. When the news came that gold had
been discovered( January, 1848) Mr. Ramsey
sailed from Maine, around the horn of South
America and six months later arrived in San
Francisco. When he had accumulated enough
gold, he returned by boat to Panama, walked
across the isthmus and returned to the home in
Maine. He moved his family to Wisconsin
where he built a barn which was large enough
to house a good sized congregation.

There was an epidemic of diphtheria in
the winter of 1859. Two daughters, Sarah and
Elizabeth were stricken. An older brother,
Fairfield, came home and insisted on seeing his
sisters and contracted the disease. Within
twenty-four hours all three children were dead.
This is when William Ramsey set aside a
portion of his farm which is known at the
Farmington Center Cemetery today.

.114i The Rev.James L Breck held first services
in the Kent Boarding House. The Rev..Breck
came from St.Paul under the auspices of the
Episcopal Church, and in 1849, when on tour
from St.Paul to Lake Superior stopped at the
Kent Boarding house and conducted services in
the dining-room.

1852 A lumber company was organized. Mr.
and Mrs. William Kent,Sr..arrived in 1852 and
came from Brewer on Penobscot River in

Maine. The Kents had six sons and five
daughters and all were Methodists.

1850 Osceola had 83 inhabitants living under
29 roofs.

1851 William Kent and seven other lumbermen
formed the St.Croix Boom Company to hold
logs. This was on the St.Croix River two miles
above Osceola at Boom Island. There was
another Boom island north of Stillwater, begun
in 1856 and logging activities lasted there fifty
years, Lumber was taken to Missouri, Kansas
and Oklahoma and used to build houses.

1879 This year marked the peak of the
lumbering. The last log went down the St.
Croix River in 1914.

Col. W.H. Nobles and brother, Milton
Nobles were in the sawmill organization with
Wm. Kent. Their father, the Rev. Lemuel
Nobles "came up quite regularly to conduct
religious services at the Kent Boarding house."
The first sermon preached in Osceola was by
the Rev.Lemuel Nobles in 1851. Unlike many
early missionaries, he did not set his heart on
the conversion of the Indians and their
transformation into self-supporting
agriculturists. His interest lay in the spiritual
welfare of the river men and lumbermen.

1851  The Wisconsin Conference Committee
on Slavery was appointed for the first time.
Again in 1852.this committee denounced
human slavery. There was continued agitation
against slavery in the decade of the 1850s.

1854 The Rev. G.M.Hilton came from the
Marine mission and served the area when the
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church was organized in 1854. A building
had been erected by the Kents for general use
and to serve as a school This building was
used for church Wednesday evening and on
Sunday.

Steamboats were also built in Osceola,
the first in 1854 and named Osceola.

Mae Harding. Osceola Historian:	 THE
SEMINARY. "The same year that the local
church organization was started, the Kent
brothers became imbued with the desire to
provide a building for education purposes
which they proposed to deed to the
conference to be used for a ladies seminary. A
large two story building with a cupola was
therefore erected on a two acre plot on
grounds north of the village. A deed was
executed, but the project proved to be an
unrealized ambition, since upon investigation,
it was decided that due to the lack of
transportation facilities during the winter
months,it was inadvisable to further the
project. Therefore, the property reverted back
and was never used as a school. After standing
for nearly a half century, this stately building
became uncared for, fell into disuse and was
consumed by fire.

MI The Wisconsin Conference Committee on
Temperance was organized. Alcohol use
continues to be an issue until the enactment of
prohibition in 1919.

The Osceola community was first named
LeRoy in honor of a man who was killed by a
falling tree. The Osceola name was first used
in 1858.

A ladies organization, the Mite Society
was started. Definition: In England a mite was
a small copper coin, a unit of value in 1600
worth 1/24 of a penny.

Mite Box: a small box distributed to members
for a special offering. In Osceola. the members
of the Mite Society found ways to earn extra
money, The purpose was to raise money to
aid in paying for the parsonage A festival in
the fall of 1864 netted $180.00 which the press
of that date said was "an ample, sufficient
amount to pay off the remaining debt and
finish furnishing the parsonage.

dthaThe new church was dedicated on
October 27, 1865. The new bell was installed
at cost of $300.00. It was brought up the river
on the steamer Cutter and was installed in
November. Music was in charge of Mr.Henry
C. Goodwin as organist and choir director.
Mr.Goodwin owned the first organ in the
community which he generously loaned to the
church, taking it to and from the services in a
wheel-barrow.

111¢2. 1,200 Swedes settled in the area.

18874  Epworth League, the forerunner of
today's youth fellowship was founded in 1889
in Cleveland, Ohio.

1878 Class meeting, a short service for prayer
and testimony was held directly after Sunday
morning service or before the service on
Sunday evening. Mid-week prayer meeting on
Wednesday evening was likewise an
established custom.

1aa. 55 persons received into the church as
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a souvenir.

result of many revival meetings.

Au Bennet Law passed the legislature in
Wisconsin. A child from 7-14 needed to attend
school at least 12 weeks of the year.

1870s-1907 Immigration of Catholics and
Lutherans from Europe.

1887 Alcoholism was a problem then as now.
Methodists were encourage to sign a pledge,
promising to abstain.

The first passenger train passed
through Osceola

1881  Good Templars were organized in
October. The Order of Good Templars was a
secret society which demanded complete
abstinence if you joined. A large hall was built
directly across from the present Ringule home
on the prairie and continued there many years
as a lodge. Sunday school and Church Services
were held there until 1902.

niza Methodists were forbidden from
dancing, playing games of chance, attending
horse races, circuses, and dancing parties.
These remained forbidden until 1924.

1827 The steamer "Gracie Kent" is laid up in
Osceola for repairs. The captain reported this
boat carried 13,000 passengers between
Stillwater and Taylors Falls this season...The
Methodist Sunday School planned an excursion
to Taylors Falls on the Steamer "Lotus" and
the Farmington Methodists were invited to go.
They left at 10:00 am and returned at 6:00 pm.
The cost of the round trip was 10 cents with a
badge given to each Sunday School student as

jiCa The Prairie Church was discontinued.

1210 Before the expansion of the church,
chicken dinners were held in the village hall,
now demolished, which lacked all facilities. But
somehow the matrons kept the food warm and
served gallons of coffee made in large pots on
some borrowed kerosene stoves. They sold
supper tickets for 25 cents each.

The church was remodeled and
dedicated on April 30,1911. The sixtieth
anniversary of the church was celebrated.

1912 The Cradle Roll seems to have been
started with the help of pastor's wives along
with much help from Mrs. Horace Ogden
keeping records. Children who were enrolled
received a membership certificate and always a
birthday and Christmas card. On graduation
day, each received an impressive book diploma.

Women were admitted to the
Conference in 1892, but in 1900 legal rights of
women in General Conference first appeared.
1924 women were given limited rights and in
1956 they could be fully ordained. The Social
Creed was adopted in 1905.

121¢. The Women's Foreign Missionary
Society was organized

1934 In October,the 80th anniversary was
celebrated. A banquet was served which was
followed by a program in which the church
history was told in ten-year periods.

1938-42 The Rev. Karston Paulson started the
first confirmation class. His sons, Robert and
James both became Methodist Ministers.
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1940 ;Ladies Aid organized into the Women's
Society of Christian Service.

1942-48  Rev. Homer Fintel served Osceola,
Dresser, Centuria, and Balsam Lake. A new
church was built in Balsam Lake. At this time,
21 young men of the Osceola Church were
serving in the war. "We mourned with the
Fintel's when word came that their son had
been killed in action."

12.44. October 22, was the date chosen to
celebrate the 90th anniversary. An eight page
booklet was printed which summarized ninety
years of Methodism in Osceola. It included a
description of the succession of ministers,
building the first church and a history of the
music department. Bishop Schuyler Garth
spoke. A short time later, Schuyler Garth and
his wife lost their lives in a plane accident in
China were he was helping to extend the work
of the church. Garth was the first Bishop of
the Wisconsin Conference.

1954 Centennial Anniversary.Remodeling of
the church basement and kitchen were now
complete. An organ and memorial cross were
dedicated. Bishop Northcott and District
Superintendent A.R.Henry were present.

1981-86 The Rev.Carolyn Saunders became the
first woman pastor to serve Osceola. The
Wisconsin Conference had it's first woman
bishop, Marjorie Matthews.

1990-96. The Rev. Alan Fung was the first
person of Chinese Descent to serve the
Osceola church He left in 1996 to serve
a Chinese-American church in Cleveland,Ohio.

2QQ1 The church was struck by lightening on
April 7, 2001 in the early morning. Fortunately
the fire was recognized by the night Osceola
police patrolman who saw smoke coming out
of the tower while making his rounds. The
Osceola Fire Department responded quickly
and put out the fire before extensive damage
could occur to the rest of the tower and the
main part of the church. There was water
damage to the vestibule area and fire damage to
the tower. The repairs to this tower were paid
by the fire insurance company except for a
deductible of $250.

The Dresser congregation merged with
the Osceola congregation.

2002 A program for children was started on
Wednesday afternoon. The teaching program
had the assistance from members of the Youth
Fellowship and congregation members.

2Q44 The congregation began planning for the
150th Sesquicentennial celebration, scheduled
for October 24, 1004. In the church services
each month a short history of the different
church activities were given. The included
history of the church bell, church and
parsonages building changes, a list of pastors
who served the church, John Wesley
biography, United Methodist Women, youth
programs, Methodist camps, history of the
Dresser Church. A dinner and a historical
horse carriage tour of the River was held in
May and an Ice Cream social in July. This
even featured music from the youth band and
accordion music from Dick Durand. A fund
drive has been organized to pay for church and
parsonage improvements.

Taken from the history of the church
compiled by John 0.Simenstad, M.D.,Ph.D.
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WHITEWATER:
a continuation from the
previous Flashblacks

The Rev. Cecil F.Ristow succeeded the
Rev .Adams. He quickly became acquainted
with the local community. Two months after
his arrival he was asked to give the principle
address to the local Parent Teachers
association. But he made a greater impression
when he was asked by the editor of mig_
Register to write a criticism of the city from
the standpoint of a newcomer. From the
comment made by the editor, what was not
expected was such an honest and forthright
evaluation.

He began by complimenting the
community for its many accomplishments .
But he quickly approached the need for
improvement in the city, He visited the High
School and reflected what many of the local
people had already noted. The building
was"deficient in both size and character.".He
then commented on the presence of the state
Normal School, observing that some of the
community welcomed the school for the
monetary gain it provided but unwilling to
provide " an environment of the most
wholesome community life possible"

His third comment was on the
presence of a canon in the city park, saying
that the inconsistencies of life are when we say
we hate war and yet retain instruments of war
to decorate the parks.

(Editor's note: there is no comment in the
history about the reaction of the citizens to the

remarks of this bold pastor!)

One of the practices of the community
was to hold union Lenten services in which the
Methodists, Congregational and Episcopal
churches cooperated Later this included an
exchange of pastors and provided for laymen to
give short talks during the regular Sunday
morning services during Lent. The exchange
also involved union services on Thanksgiving.

In December of 1927, plans were
started for the repair and remodeling of the
church building. The work of repairing the roof
began in July and the other renovations were
completed by the end of October. The debt
incurred by this renovation presented several
problems during the depression of the 1930s.
By 1932, cost cutting became a reality. The
pastor was asked to take a half month vacation
and the choir leader, organist and janitor take
one month vacation without pay. By 1934,
the pastor agreed to a 10% reduction in salary.
Other staff members were asked to accept the
same reduction.

The 1930s brought the possible repeal
of the 18th amendment. The Whitewater
church and the community had supported the
W.C.T.U. and its support of the 18th
amendment. The repeal came in the early
days of 1933. However, this did not
eliminate the interest of the congregation in the
temperance movement. The W.C.T.U.
continued to function as late as 1938.

In the midst of the financial troubles,
the church celebrated the 90th birthday of the
church. The occasion in October, 1932
included a three day celebration.
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The Rev. Alfred Hoad was named
pastor in 1935. The Rev.Hoad came from
England where had had served as a carpenter.
He also served as a local preacher. After
coming to the United States, he continued as a
carpenter, but participated in the four-year
course of study that led to ordination.

At the outbreak of the war in Europe,
The Rev. Hoad expressed his concern for his
family and friends still in England The Register
took note of Rev.Hoad's concerns and for
him"to enter the pulpit and preach a sermon
under such condition was a trial but Rev.Hoad
was equal to it.". A contemporary member of
the church remembered that Rev.Hoad did not
hesitate to express his sentiment and views on
the need for America to enter the war and to
help fortify England against the threatening
German encroachments.

In February, 1937, the world renowned
clergyman, Dr.E. Stanley Jones preached to the
local congregation.

In 1938, the Official Board recognized
the need for access to the building for the
physically handicapped. It was decided to
install an elevator. However this was not
realized until July, 1970!

Extensive renovation was begun in
1953, with the erection of an educational unit.
which included a chapel. Ground was broken
on November 21. In December, the usual plans
for the Christmas celebration were made. A

children's program was held on Sunday
afternoon, December 20th. On the next day,
catastrophe struck. The excavation of the

basement of the new addition was nearly
completed. On Monday, the north and east
corner of the main struction of the church gave
way and tons of debris filled the excavation and
the building as well. The debris included the
pipe organ. Left standing was the 70 foot high
chimney which was threatening to tumble
down. A crane was brought to help bring the
chimney down.

By the last Sunday in February the
congregation gathered to witness putting down
the corner stone for the new building.

During the construction, the
congregation held meetings all over the city. By
August 15th, a service of possession was held
in the nearly completed building. During the
service, eight infants were baptized and
fourteen members received into membership.
On October 3rd, the new building was
completed. The completion of the educational
wing meant that work could now be directed to
the renovation of the sanctuary necessitated by
the collapse of the north wall.. The dedication
of the renovated building was held on May 26,
1957

Further renovation were made during
1964-65.

The national unrest in the 1960s did not
avoid Whitewater. The local university had
grown to 7,000 students. The current pastor,
the Rev.Earl Lindsay was given credit for being
a man of peace and moderation. On the night
in April, 1968 after Martin Luther King was
assassinated, the memorial service was held for
him at the Methodist Church. The Rev
Lindsay expressed "grateful(ness) for the
leadership of the Rev. Walt Wagener, who was
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the campus minister."

On the campus the unrest reached a
climax with the burning of Old Main on the
eighth of February 7, 1970. Students and
faculty, as well as towns people, marched on
the campus and in the city with the
Rev.Lindsay telling them that "we had
members on both sides." To keep and
maintain peace, on the campus and in the city,
the National Guard was called out, stationing
themselves on the campus in office and
classroom buildings.

For his efforts to moderate the tensions
and serve in "peace-making in the community"
the Rev.Lindsay received a Graduate
Scholarship from Harvard' University which led
to the beginning of his dOctoralstudies.

In 1978, the congregation developed
relationship with LaSalle Street church in
Chicago. A member of the church, Eleanor,
"Sue" Sents, was completing her work at
Wheaton College. During her time at Wheaton,
she had participated in a tutoring program at
the LaSalle Street church. She proposed that
she spend a year as an intern at the church in
assisting in the work with the elderly and
youth. Whitewater church agreed to sponsor
her work. A group from Whitewater visited the
church in Chicago. Later a group of junior and
senior high school age people also visited the
project. Funds were contributed to a camping
program for the Chicago youth.

A long range planning planning

committee was organized in 1978 The
purpose of the committee was to assess: a)the
church needs for space, b) adequacy of current
buildings, c) condition of all buildings as to

structural soundness, d) alternative plans for
meeting space needs which were to include
cost and time projections.

The congregation also worked on the
spiritual needs of the congregation. In April,
1979 a Lay Mission week-end was held. In
1980, A New Life mission was held in
September.

The congregation had a concern for
shut-ins. Through the years the Missions
Commission had assumed responsibility in.
assigning volunteers to pick-up parishioners
residing at Fair Haven. The church as early as
1983 had become - involved in heading the
Meals on Wheels program. The sermons began-
to be taped in 1980 and delivered to shut-ins.
More. recently they have been. videotaped and
delivered-to, those unable to attend, services.:

In the summer of 1984, the
congregation participated in an exchange
program with a church in Derbyshire, England.
In July 1984, the congregation accepted a

mission challenge. A young man, a member of
the church. Dr. Robert Droullard M.D.,
accepted a four year assignment as a medical
missionary to Pakistan. He traveled with his
wife and daughter. The congregation was
asked and given the opportunity to volunteer
to help meet the expenses of this mission.

As a part of the 1992 Lenten Program
the congregation became involved for seven
weeks on a unique 50-day study called "The
Family God Wants us to Be. Your
Prescriptions for Healthier Church
Relationships: This study "focused on the
family of God- the church- and was designed to
enable participants to dramatically improve the
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quality of their family relationships in only 50
days."

The Sunday sermons centered around
common dysfunctional family characteristics
with the parishioners fulfilling weekly assigned
readings. The assigned weekly scripture
readings were directed to build healthier
relationships to:1) Listen intently to the Great
Physician and "learn what the Bible has to
says about a healthy church family. 2)
ToOffer to others Jesus' Affirming Touch"
by speaking to someone else in the church
family on "behalf of Christ" by giving words of
affirmation and support.

The Sesquicentennial Celebrations
climaxed the week-end of September 25, 2003.
The celebrations included a Saturday evening
dinner .A special program honored those
families who have had four or more generations
in the church. One family had been a part of
the church for seven generations.

During the Sunday morning service, six
former pastors brought greetings. Bishop
Sharon Zimmerman Rader preached the
morning sermons and formally dedicated the
newly renovated stained glass windows.

Material taken from the history of the church
edited by Aeilt E.Sents

A METHODIST SCANDAL

Sandy, Kintner, the annual conference
church historian, has written an account of an
early Methodist trial in which a prominent
clergyman was accused of drunkenness.

The book is entitled:  A Most Profound 
Sensation. It recounts the arrest and trial of the
Rev. Sabin Halsey , a Methodist pastor , who
on May 19, 1898, was arrested and accused of
being drunk. The book accounts the
subsequent discussion and trial.
The Milwaukee Journal called it "a most
profound sensation throughout the State."

The book is published by The
Commission on Archives and History of the
Wisconsin Conference. The cost of the book is
$6.00 plus postage. It can be ordered from
Sandy Kintner, 2737 Cty Highway T, Sun
Prairie, WI 53590

**************************************
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A PRAYER FROM
JOHN WESLEY

I humbly and heartily thank Thee for all the
favors Thou past bestowed on me: far creating,
me after Thine own image, for daily preserving
me by Thy good providence, for redeeming me
by the death of Thy beloved Son, and for the
assistance of Thy Holy Spirit; for causing me
to be born in a Christian country, for blessing
me with plentiful means of salvation, with
religious parents and frioxls, and frequent
returns of the ever blessed sacrament I also
thank Thee for Thy temporal blessings, for the
preservation of me this night, for my health,
strength, food, raiment, and all the other
comforts and necessities of life
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