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1998 is the 150th anniversary of the organization of the
Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the first
of several organizations that united to become the Wisconsin
Conference of the United Methodist Church. The organization of
the conference had been approved at the Methodist Episcopal
General Conference held in Pittsburg, Pennsylvaniin May 1848.
William Blake terms the 1848 General Conference a "stormy"
session. The 1844 conference had been the occasion of the
acrimonious division of the church into two factions.	 The
igniting spark was the issue of slavery. A four day debate
followed the presentation of a petition against slavery. The
petition was accepted with a vote of 117 to 56. The situation
was compounded when a resolution came before the conference that
Bishop James Andrew. who owned two slaves, be asked to resign his
office. The conference accepted the resolution. Almost
immediately, the Southern Methodists broke off their
relationship with their Northern brothers. 	 In Louisville,
Kentucky, during May, 1845, they formed the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South.

When the Northern church met in 1848, they refused to
recognize the new organization and refused to discuss the matter
with the Southern appointed delegate.

It was at the General Conference in Pittsburgh that the
Wisconsin Conference was approved.

The earliest Methodist Episcopal gatherings in Wisconsin
were at olpposite ends of the state. A local preacher held
services in Lafayette County in 1828. In the same year, John
Dew, of the Illinois Conference was appointed to the Galena
District.	 It is tradition that he preached at Gratiot's Grove.
Prior to that, in 1826. Col. Samuel Ryan, a class leader held
services in Fort Howard, in what is now Green Bay. The first
permanent Methodist organization was established in Fort Howard
in July, 1832
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Following these early efforts, congregations were organized
throughout the territory, first among the Indians in the
northeast and with the lead miners in Platteville. 	 Soon there
was a congregation in Milwaukee followed by establishment of
other churches among the settlers who were flooding into the new
territory.

Methodist Episcopal congregations in Wisconsin continued as
part of the Illinois Conference until the Rock River Conference
was organized in 1840. The conference included Northern
Illinois, Wisconsin and some territory west of the Mississippi.
In 1848. General Conference authorized the division of the Rock
River Conference and the organization of the Wisconsin
Conference. The new conference met on July 12, 1848 at Southport
(now Kenosha).	 Bishop Thomas Asbury Morris presided.
F.M.Millsr was elected secretary.

P.S.Bennert in his history of the Methodism in Wisconsin
has this to say about Bishop Morris:

The bishop was a remarkable man. Measured by the
standard of those who deem bluster and dash evidences of
superiority, he surely would not be called great, for he
was the farthest possible from these. His sermons were
short, earnest, evangelical, simple in construction. terse
in style, and full of thought. A word added to or taken
from almost any one of his sentences would have marred its
beauty, and detracted from its force. In short, few men
could pack so much in a small knapsack as he.

Bishop Morris (1794-1874) was in the forefront of the
advance of the growing church. A native of Virginia, he entered
the ministry in the Ohio Conference. He was instrumental in
establishing a district in Iowa, a mission in Texas, and the
Indian Mission Conference in Arkansas. He was president of the
Board of Missions from 1858-75.	 He was involved in the effort
to start the Methodist Episcopal Church in Germany in 1849. As
vice-president of the American Colonization Society, he was
instrumental in developing the new church in Liberia, West
Africa.

Geographically, the Wisconsin Conference insluded all of
Wisconsin and the territory of Minnesota with the exception of
the Ojibway (Chippewa) Mission on Lake Superior which was part of
the Michigan Conference.

The new Wisconsin Conference had four presiding elders,
fifty-seven pastoral charges and one institute of learning.
Sixty-two preachers were assigned with provision to employ ten
more. The entire ,membership of the conference including
probationers and local preachers was 65,943.
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The districts were as fo9llows:

Platteville which covered the area from Platteville to
Monroe and included the St.Croix Mission and the Welsh Mission.
The St Croix Mission included the territory of Minnesota. During
that year the first class was organized in St.Paul and the first
quarterly meeting in Minnesota was held in 1849.

Fond du Lac reached from Green Bay to Portage and Columbus.

Milwaukee which included Madison and Prairie du Sac.

Racine reached as far west as Janesville and Beloit.

W.H.Sampson was listed Principal of the Preparatory
Department of Lawrence Insitutue.	 No building had been erected.
The institute's charter was adopted at the 1848 conference.
A.A.Lawrence, of Boston, had donated $10.000 to establish the
institute on provision that the conference raise $30.000.	 The
preparatory school opened in 1849. The college proper began to
function in 1854 and the first class graduated in 1857 with "four
gentlemen and two ladies."

National events also influenced the conference:

About this time the excitement over the discovery of
gold in California began to prevail. 	 It arose to a fever
heat in some instances and"carried off" a considerable
number of our people. Rev.Warner Oliver, the pastor at
Walker's Point. was either so affected by it, or so desirous
to care for its victims, that he left his charge and went to
the Pacific Coast. 	 This was the second year of his
connection with Wisconsin. His subsequent history can not
be given here. (Bewnnett, p109)

No mention is made by Bennett of the existence of several
other groups in the state calling themselves Methodist, most of
varying ethnic origins but also some with opposing doctrinal
opinions.

The German Methodist Episcopal Church began in Milwaukee in
1846. In 1848. a German District was established by the Rock
River Conference. By 1860, the district, still with the Rock
River Conference, became a German Wisconsin District and had
eleven appointments.

The Welsh Calvanistic Methodist Church was organized in the
spring of 1847 and was termed a "Private Society." Their first
building was erected in 1849 at the east end of Huron STreet in
Milwaukee.

The Primitive Methodist Church also had several
congregations in the state. Bennett says they were mostly
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Englishmen "some of them found it difficult to conform to
American customs, especially to the manner of singing in the
public congregation. For lack, perhaps, of mutual forbearance
and concession, this dissatisfaction culminated in a secession of
about one hundred members in each place, who found a more
congenial home in the Primitive Methodist Church." (Bennett, p
110.)

A group of Methodists opposed to slavery had separated from
the general church in 1843 and formed the Wesleyan Methodist
Church and had congregations in Milwaukee.

Although they did not use the Methodist name, the
Evangelical Association had started in 1840 in the town of
Greenfield.

The expansion and development of the United Methodist Church
is a story of endless interest.	 P.S.Bennett and William Blake,
as well as numerous others, help us follow the story. May we
continue to grow spiritually as we remember the pioneers who
planted the seeds that grew into the present day church.

SPRING MEETING
The United Methodist Historical Society will hold a spring

meeting at the Inch United Methodist Church on Saturday, April
18.. The meeting will start at 10.00 A.M.

The Inch church is on the corner of Highways 51 and B,
approximately four miles from Poynette and six miles form
Portage. It is a white church, set back a bit from the road with
a cemetery behind it. On the right comin gfrom Poynette and of
course, on the left, and a bit harder to see, coming from
Portage.

ESSAY CONTEST
The United Methodist Historical Society of the Wisconsin

Conference announces an essay contest.	 The subject of the essay
should be related to some aspect of the history of the United
Methodist Church in Wisconsin: a person, a church, a building, an
event , a theological issue. The paper should be limited to six
pages, double spaced.	 A face paper with the name of the
article, the author's name and address should be attached to the
front of the article. Do not put the author's name on subsequent
pages.

The deadline for submission is July 1, 1998. The winner will be
announced at the Historical Society's Fall pilgrimage in Oneida
on September 26, 1998. The winner will receive a gift of $25.00.
The winning submission will be printed in FLASHBACKS. The
submissions will be judged by the members of the executive
committee of the historical society. All entries will become the
property of the historical society.
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Send submissions to:
Lois C,Olsen, FLASHBACKS editor
1840 N.Prospect Ave #722
Milwaukee, WI 53202

WAUSAU FIRST
Some churches, like most of us, can confidently state the

day and year on which they came into being. 	 Those churches who
date their history to the early Nineteenth Century, are less sure
of their first meetings. The origin of First United Methodist
Church of Wausau probably dates to 1847, when a Methodist Pastor,
Rev. Brown, conducted revival services in the area. 	 In 1853 and
1854, pastors came from the Stevens Point area to hold worship
services. The Mosinee Mission was organized in 1855 and
included Mosinee and Wausau. In 1858, at the annual conference
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Beloit, Bishop Thomas
Morris,
(the same Bishop Morris who was in Southport in 1848) made Wausau
a regular appointment with R.S.Haywood as pastor.

The new pastor and Clossen Philbush cut the first timbers
for a new building, the first of five structures that would house
the congregation. Both church and parsonage were completed
within a year's time.

The church history repeats the following incident

"From these early days comes the story of a rather
remarkable conversion, told in the words of the old record.
'Mr.Hinton, who was a very wicked man, and a fearful
blasphemer, when on his way to obtain supplies from Stevens
Point, was convicted so deeply that he kneeled down on the
road and cried for mercy.	 God heard his cry in the
wilderness and there while alone, he was converted. A
brighter light never shone, a greater evidence never could
be given, of the power of the grace of the Lord to
convert.'"

In July 1868, the parsonage was destroyed by fire and in
the winter of 1869, the sanctuary was also destroyed. Plans for
the new buildings were began immediately and a brick veneered
church was dedicated in march, 1872.

"The salaries of the pastors of those early days were often
difficult for the congregation to pay regularly, although as
was said, 'It takes a tinge of heaven in one, or those about
him, to enable a man to get along on $100 a year, even in
1858.' In 1868, the salary was $470 with fifteen members."

In 1872. the German Methodist Church was built. This is the
parent church of the current Wesley United Methodist Church. The
Swedish Methodist Church was built in 1905. The group disbanded
in 1919 and most of the members joined First Church.
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A third building was constructed in 1884. 	 A fourth
building was begun in 1904 and dedicated in 1905.

First church was instrumental in developing new and
auxiliary congregations. A chapel was built on the west side of
Wausau.	 In 1902, Wausau Paper Mills asked for a mission in
Brokaw and a building was erected in 1907.	 This group
continued until the 1970s when they disbanded and became a part
of the larger United Methodist Church. 	 In 1956, The Rothschild-
Scholfield area began expressing interest in forming their own
congregation. On June 16. 1956, ninety-six persons were
transferred to become charter members of the new Highland
Methodist Church.

By 1958, it was
necessary to plan
for a larger
building. An
educational unit was
consecrated in
January 1960.	 The
new sanctuary was
used for the first
time on midnight,
December 24,1966.
Several exceptional
works of art are a
feature of the
building. A
painting of Jesus
overlooking
Jerusalem was given
to the congregation
in 1917 and
currently hangs in
the chapel. A mosaic
in the chancel
depicts the Passion
of our Lord from
Palm Sunday through
resurrection. A
facade window
features a figure of
Christ robed in
brilliant red. The
window is
constructed of
laminated opaline
glass which
transmits light and
at the same time
displays strong
colors when viewed
with natural or
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artificial light on the surface.

Additional mosaics are a part of
the Wesleyan Room. Nine mosaics depict
incidents in Methodist history starting with
a picture of the church in Epworth, England.
(seen at left) Incidents in the lives of the
Wesley brothers are shown. Illustrations of
American Methodism includes a depiction of a
circuit rider, and finishes with a picture
of First United Methodist Church in Wausau.

The Wausau church was a history fo
numerous activites including musical and
dramatic contributions to worship.,Unityed
MEthodist Women, Women's Service Club,Men's
groups, athletic events, youth groups and boy
and girl scouts.

The congregation has been exemplary in its
outreach.

As early as 1956, a Statement of Policy was adopted which
state that the church was an inclusive fellowship , with all
peoples of all colors, races or nationalities were welcome to the
fellowship.	 This was immediately put into practise when the
congregation sponsored a European refugee family. Alfred and
Rosemary Grimmes and their two daughters were brought to Wausau.
the church sponsored transportation and a furnished apartment.
In 1979, the congregation repeated their generosity to a Hmong
refugee family.	 In 1980 Chai and Moa Vong and their five
children were settled in an apartment furnished by the church.
Volunteers provided the necessary transportation to social
services doctor and dental appointments, English classes and
social activities.

The sesquicentennial celebration was held through 1997.
Former pastors were invited to participate in worship services.
District Superintendent Janet Ellingson and Bishop Sharon Rader
also preched. A series of adult classes featured Methodist
history. Several services used bulletins based on the original
services including the Christmas Eve Service from 1966 Historical
artifacts and memorabilia were displayed.

PORT WASHINGTON

The first building of the Grand Avenue united Methodist
Church was erected in 1862	 A second building was erected on
the site of the present church in 1900. An education unit was
added in 1959. The current building was built in 1997. The
church celebrated its 140th anniversary on October 19, 1997 with
District Superintendent Quentin Meracle delivering the sermon.
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GRANTSBURG

Like many towns in northern Wisconsin, Grantsburg was
settled by immigrants who were involved in logging and
homesteading. Many of these immigrants were from Norway and
Sweden. They were offered 160 acres in Burnett County if they
occupied the land and cleared it of trees and stumps.

A railroad line connected Grantsburg and Rush City,
Minnesota.	 The train was called "The Blueberry Special", named
for one of the major crops.	 Another crop was potatoes which
were used to make starch.

The first English speaking Methodist Episcopal Church was
organized fourteen miles south of Grantsburg,. The members were
white southerners who came from the state of Alabama. They named
their new church after their home state. By 1895, two other
Methodist Episcopal churches existed: the Norwegian Church and
the Swedish church.	 Although both churches held services in
their native language, they also held English services.

Cooperation between ethnic groups did not always go
without difficulty.	 "The November 22, 1895 Sentinel declared,
'Teachers of the English language Sunday School at the Norwegian
M.E. church are preparing to give their scholars a Merry
Christmas.' Less than a year later, however, the Sentinel story
declared ' S.S.Tots turned Out.' as the Norwegians asked the
'English ' to leave the Sunday School so they could resume
teaching in Norwegian."

Worship services were led by Circuit riders. In 1895 the
circuit rider was A.J.Sweet who lived in Alabama but served a
circuit of Grantsburg, Eureka, Cushing, Wolf Creek, and possibly
St. Croix Falls. He preached in Grantsburg every other week,
usually at the Norwegian Methodist Church.

Consideration of erecting a building began as early as 1895.
The Rev. Sweet snd the Presiding Elder promoted the idea with

vigor.	 In September, 1897, Pastor W.E.Kloster was appointed
and immediately initiated the organization of the English
Methodist Episcopal congregation. The first service was held
on October 31, 1897. 	 The Ladies Aid Society was formed the
following February. The cornerstone was laid on August 1898 and
the church was dedicated on New Years Day, 1899.

The congregation has been diligent in observing
anniversaries. At the fiftieth anniversary an organ and chimes
were purchased. The seventy-fifth anniversary was noted with an
extensive renovation including repainting the embossed metal
panels of the ceiling. The pastor, James Know highlighted
several features and religious symbols in light blue and gold
paint with touches of red.
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One of the artifacts displayed was a quilt that had been
made by the Ladies Aid Society in 1898. It included a sketch of
the church, dates and organizations of the congregation and
advertisements for local businesses. The quilt has been donated
to the Burnett County Historical Society but was displayed during
the centenary observation.

The Grantsburg United Methodist Church celebrated the
centennial over a period of six months beginning in May 1997. A
historical display was shown in July. A worship service on July
27 was in the tradition of 1897 with several former pastors
participating. On October 19 Bishop Sharon Rader preached during
the worship service.

PLUM CITY

Although the Plum City United Methodist Church dates its
origin to the construction of a church building in 1901, there is
considerable history of the congregation prior to that date.
The first congregation began when the Swedish immigrants came
into western Wisconsin.

In 1877, The Swedish Northwest Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church was organized in Galesburg, Illinois Of the
five appointments in Wisconsin, one was at Plug City which had
been organized in 1867.

The first building was erected in 1892 in East Valley,
about one mile east of Plum City. The church was built with
community efforts: members donated logs, another member sawed
the logs in his saw mill and a cabinet maker made the pew
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benches.

The congregation organized the first camp meetings in 1895.
An English speaking Sunday School began and moved to the Swedish
Methodist church in 1901. That same year, a new building was
erected in Plum City. At that time the church was listed as a
corporation under the laws of the State of Minnesota. 	 In 1904,
the building was sold for ten dollars to the Methodist Episcopal
Church. The congregation was part of the Ono circuit which
included Olivet, Rock Elm, Maple Grove. Waverly and Ono.

The women organized as a group in 1913. They first called
themselves the Busy Bees and later became the Methodist Ladies
Aid. A youth group was organized in 1922 and a Cradle Roll in
1924. A Vacation Church School was a strong program in the
congregation for many years.

Music has been a prominent feature of the congregation: a
ladies quartet, a male quartet, and a girls duo contributed to
the worship as well as choirs and a variety of musical
instruments.

In 1925, the title of the chruch was transferred to the
Englsih-speaking congregation. However, Swedish services were
held on Sunday afternoon until the late 1920s.

V

In 1966, the congregation became part of the Pierce County
Rural Parish. Nine churches made up the parish: Elmwood, Rock
Elm, Ono, Plum City, Maiden Rock, Bay City, Hartland, Ellsworth,
and Diamond Bluff. Two ordained pastors and two student pastors
ministered to the parish. Ono and Plum City were combined for
worship services, rotating sites every three months. This
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arrangement was changed in 1988 when the official board voted
to withdraw from the parish.

The ninetieth anniversary of the church was held on
September 28-9. 1991. A Saturday evening service featured
congregational singing and a number of musical presentations.
the speaker for the morning service on the 19th, was the Rev.
Billy Bross, the Wisconsin Conference Council Director on
Ministry.

The Plum City congregation is part of a three church charge
with Ono and Maiden Rock. The latter congregation worships
separately while Ono and Plum City worship together, rotating
sites every three months.

From material supplied by Doris V. Massof.

1997 FALL PILGRIMAGE

The annual pilgrimage was to the United Methodist Church in
Evansville on September 27, 1997. A history of the church was
featured in the August, 1997 issue of FLASHBACKS. 

Ruth Montgomery, the Evansville librarian, presented
additional history of the church. The congregation has used
three settings for worship, the first in a school house. The
first church building was erected on Main Street in 1855. When
the railroad was built in 1855, it was planned to go through the
church cemetery. So the cemetery and the church were moved to
the present site in 1866. in 1877, it was the first building in
Evansville to have electricity.

At one point a seminary was established in Evansville under
the sponsorship of the Methodist Episcopal Church to train men
to enter Lawrence College. In 1880, the institution was
transferred to the Free Methodist Church.

During the afternoon, of the pilgrimage, a walking tour of
historic Evansville was offered. A twenty-two block area of the
city was declared a Historic District by the National Register of
Historic Place in November, 1978. The district includes the
commercial district of the city.

BITS AND PIECES

Two overseas conferences of the United Methodist Church are
celebrating Anniversaries.

ZIMBABWE  Dr. Chomingwen D. Pond, an ordained member of the
Wisconsin Conference is now serving on the faculty of the Africa
University in Mutare Zimbabwe. In her letter of 17 November,
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1997, she writes

"I did learn that the spot by the bridge where our
favorite stonecarvers display their wares is where it all
began. Here Bishop Hartzell preached the first (United)
Methpdist sermon in what is now Zimbabwe. As of this
weekend a small monument commemorates the event. The Bishop
had arrived by horseback from Beira on the Indian Ocean
where he had joined in celebrating the opening of the Beira
Bulawayo railroad.	 Now he was ready to begin mission work
in the Mutare area.

Mutare had begun as a small mining settlement at
Penhalonga, then moved a few kilometers south to what is now
Old Mutare. When it was realized that the railroad could
not easily get through the mountains to them, the
residents agreed to Cecil Rhodes' proposal to move to the
present site. Asked what would become of the old village,
Rhodes replied,'We'll make a mission of it.' 	 He had met
Bishop Hartzell in London so I can't help wondering if
Rhodes was thinking of him. At any rate, when the Bishop
appeared and convinced the authorities that he did indeed
have sufficient funds and backing to establish a mission.
Rhodes gave him the land and the buildings. This became the
headquarters of Methodist Episcopal work. A school was
established there with an emphasis on farming and
'industrial' (vocational) education as well as Bible and
other specifically Christian subjects. 	 Eventually the
Bishop traded some of the land for land in other parts of
Southern Rhodesia as it was called then, enabling the
establishment of outposts at Mutumbara, Myadire and two
other sites."

Graduation ceremonies were held at the same time as the
centenary celebration. One of the recipients of an honorary
doctorate was Bishop Ralph Dodge, who is ninety-one. Bishop
Dodge was expelled from the country in 1964 for his work against
the discriminatory policies of the then-white mionority
government

Philippines	 In 1898. Bishop James Thoburn, bishop in
India, was delegated by the Board of missions to establish the
work of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the Philppines.

MEET THE MISSIONARY: DAGMAR PETERSEN VASBY

Editor's note: I met Dagmar Vasby at the two Liberian
missionary reunions I have attended.	 I am fascinated by her
story and asked her to share some of her adventure with us.

Mrs.Vasby was born on February 12. 1907 in Moorhead, Iowa.
In 1922, her family , who had moved to Illinois, moved back to
Denmark. It was here that she received her professional
education as a nurse. 	 She left Denmark August 6, 1937,
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traveling China under the sponsorship of the Danish Missionary
Society. She stayed in China from 1937 until 1946. 	 The
following account is her story of leaving China. I have copied
it as she wrote it.

The war which forced her to leave China was the war between
the Chinese Nationalists and the Communists.

She visited in Wisconsin several times between 1946 and
1948. In 1948, she went to work for the American Methodist
Episcopal Church in Ganta, Liberia. When she returned to
Denmark, she had further education at the University of Aarhus.
From February 1954 until July of that year, she returned to
Liberia, where she helped organize a hospital for the mining
company in Bomi Hills.

On August 23, 1954, she was married in the Cathedral of
Aarhus. Her father, who had baptized and confirmed her, also
conducted the marriage ceremony. Since then, Mrs. Vasby has
been living in Cambridge, Wisconsin. This is her story.

HOW GOD LED US OUT OF CHINA
June 19, 1946

We were seven Danish women: Tinne, Astrid P., Anna B.,
Merry. Esther, Astrid N., and myself, Dagmar. We had spent nine
years as missionaries to China. The day had finally come to
return home. We knew God was at our side. We were to travel
with Rev.Olsen and his family.

The hospital staff was there to say good-bye. They offered
us money for the long awaited trip home. We left Antun at 8:15
A.M. by train on June 19th. The train had been so badly
vandalized that it had no seats or lights, but the scenery was
beautiful.

We arrived at Ts'ao-ho-kou on June 20th. At an inn in
Ts'ao-ho-kuo we held a worship service to the people. 	 We then
walked 20 miles to Hria Ma Tang. Our company included 14
Chinese carriers to transport our luggage and 3 Chinese men who
hoped to go safely through No Man's Land with us. We were a
total of 27. In Lien Han Kwan we improvised a small meal and
rested until late afternoon. We continued on over Japanese
railroad tracks and through a long, dark tunnel. In the tunnel
we met a large group of Korean and Japanese soldiers who were
traveling home by foot. We walked closely together in the dark
tunnel to avoid losing each other.

Once outside the tunnel we were drenched by a thunderstorm.
Our money sewn in our clothes was wet. My suitcase that was on a
mule was wet and battered. We walked to Hsia Ma Tang in the
rain.

That night we found an inn that could accommodate our
13



company of 27. We slept on kangs, an elevation with sides of
brick and a cement top that was heated from below. 	 14 Danes
side by side on one kang and 13 Chinese on the other. We put on
dry clothes and hung up the wet. We had walked 18 and 1/2
miles and were extremely sunburned. Our feet and legs were
swollen. We were so close on the kang that we had to turn as a
unit. We placed our feet against the wall to elevate them which
gave us some relief from the swelling.

On June 21, we awoke after a good rest but a poor sleep.
The Chinese carriers were upset that the Communists had come
during the night to inspect our passes.

At 5;30 A.M. we started up the mountain pass on our way to
Kung Yuan. When we reached the pass we were stopped by the
sentrys. They refused to let us pass. We turned around and
walked down the mountain noticing two large tunnels. At the
foot of the mountain, we stopped to council. We rested under
some trees while Rev. Olsen walked back to the village to find
one of the top Communist officials. Mrs. Olsen went with him to
have the sole on her shoe resewed as it had worn entirely off.

We 7 women and the carriers went to the riverside to rest,
ate some eggs and had devotions. We sang, "Mysterious are the
ways of the Lord."	 We were shocked to feel two explosions and
the two tunnels crumbling around us. We sang on with " Commit
Your Ways to God." We surely knew that God was walking with us.

Rev.Olsen returned while we were praying and told us we
should start. We were not allowed to travel north as the war had
restarted after a 2 week treaty. At 10:15 A.M. we traveled west
over Liao Yand. We had to walk over the river because a large
group of soldiers were climbing the mountain we had just come
down. Earlier in the morning we crossed the same river walking
on a board walk.	 One of the carriers fell in with Anna B's
bag.	 Luckily, it was pulled out quickly and her silk dress was
spared.	 We walked further out of town and our carriers decided
to go on strike.	 We hired new carriers and continued on.

At 1:30 P.M. we stopped at a large farm for a warm treat and
a needed rest. At 3 P.M. we continued westward. The beauty was
breathtaking. It was green, lush, perfect nature. We saw
mountains, flowers, ands burbling creeks. 	 It was like a holy
place, so quiet and away from military sounds and the destruction
of human hands. We stopped often to give our carriers rest so
we were allowed extra time to enjoy the beauty and peacefulness.

At 7:30 P.M. we stopped for the night. Our weather had been
good all day but we were still wet from the river. We slept on
three good kangs at a farm with refreshing mountain air.

We awoke with the thought of war starting anew today. We
ate a breakfast of chicken and Kao-liang-porridge amd started on
our journey walking. We were stopped at 7 A.M. outside a small



town. The officials told us we were too many to be seen walking
out of town. We were told to find wagons. Once these were found
we drove 25 miles to the first railroad station on the
nationalist territory

After a nights sleep we kept the wagons and dismissed the
carriers. They were not allowed to go through No Man's Land.
They feared being whipped if they were caught in this area.

We arrived at the border of the nationalist territory around
5 P.M.	 We were stopped by two soldiers. We had 4 Chinese in
the party including our tour guide Mr.Liu. A Chinese advisor to
the police came to welcome us. In a business shop we ate a meal
of chialzi ( a delicacy made with wheat flour and eggs.) While we
were writing in our diaries, Anna B. informed us that we could
sleep in this business shop. The chickens that usually wandered
through the shop would be caged for the night. Our
accommodations included 2 kangs with four on each and the rest on
the floor.	 The police informed us of a train leaving for Muhden
at 8 A.M. tomorrow. Our bags would be inspected tonight.

It was a less comfortable night.
the boards we laid on would go up and
Morning finally arrived with our good

On June 23 at 8:30 A.M. we left
inspection of our baggage. We viewed
buildings along the countryside.

The air was stagnant and
down with any movement.
humor all intact.

Han Ling without any
the destroyed bridges and

In Liao Yang we bought train tickets and stood for 2 hours
on the platform with little hope of getting on the soon to come
train.	 There was a sea of people trying to escape the country.
It was chaotic with people coughing, shouting, pushing and
determined to get on the train. We feared losing our balance
and being stomped to death. We knew God was leading us when a
Chinese man came up to Rev. Olsen and said he was a Christian and
he would help us board the train. When the train arrived it was
packed with people. People would ride on the top and soldiers
would push more people in until they were sitting on top of each
other. We went into the train with the Chinese man and came to
the door of the freight car that we were trying to get into. He
pushed people aside and said we all had to come and we were
literally pushed up into the car and shoved together with no
place to move. We traveled this way for many hours.

At 4P.M. we arrived at Muhden. A Mr.Tu met us with wagons
and took us to a blind girls home where immediately beds were
prepared for us. We were all very exhausted. Rev.Olsen went to
see UNRRA (Unitedn Nations Relief efforAgency.ed.) 	 He was told
that it may be possible for us to board a train for Peking in one
week.

I (Dagmar) spent this week at the blind girls home. While
the others went to Gogerft (?) We all rested and enjoyed the
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fellowship. Our friends at the hospital and blind girls home
shared their concern about the future of their country and
facilities.	 They felt sad about our leaving and requested our
return. We prayed together about these things.

In Peking we waited 3 weeks for a plane to Shanghai. In
Shanghai 11 of our company flew across India to Denmark and 3 of
us waited for a boat to cross the Pacific. After giving up our
seats to 3 American girls and waiting a few more weeks we set
sail across the Pacific and arrived in San Fransisco on June 27,
1946.

Our trip had taken 11 days. Our faith was strengthend in
knowing that God was guiding our ways and continues to guide and
lead us along the journeys of life.

DATES TO REMEMBER

April 18 United Methodist Historical Society of Wisconsin
meeting at Inch.

July 1, deadline for essay contest
July 6 North Central Jurisdictional meeting of Archives and

History. West Michigan.
September 18-20 Natioanal United Methdosit Historical

Society, Little Rock, Arkansas.
September 26. Fall Pilgrimage of the Wisconsin Historical

Society,Oneida
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