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2018 Archives Heritage Retreat 

The Commission on Archives and History was pleased to host our  eighth annual Retreat 
at Pine Lake Camp on September 7–8, 2018. Over  50 participants from around the 
Conference came together to learn about and celebrate the 50th anniversary of the  
union that formed The United Methodist Church and to remember the 70th anniversary 
of Pine Lake Camp.  A local church historian workshop was also a part of the retreat. 

The program began on Friday with a presentation by our conference historian, Sandy 
Kintner. Sandy spoke on “The Road to Dallas, April 1968: the Union of the Methodist and 
the Evangelical United Brethren Churches.” Sandy took us through the long and 
convoluted history of  schisms and unions that eventually led to the founding of The 
United Methodist Church.   See the following chart to get an idea of the complexity! 
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The Rev. Dan Dick then moderated a lively discussion highlighting “Voices From Our 
Past,” giving our participants and panel a chance to give us their first-hand memories 
from the time of union. The Rev. Don Fenner and the Rev. David Brice, shared their 
thoughts on the 1968 union and the events leading to that important event in our 
history. The Rev.  Fenner was a reserve delegate at the 1968 Dallas Conference, 
representing the Wisconsin EUB. The Rev. Brice was able to give us the United Brethren 
in Christ view on the union. Audience members also shared their reminiscences. 

Rev. David Brice  Norma  Fenner,  Rev. Don Fenner and Kay Cowing 

Wisconsin United Methodist Family Tree 
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Next, a reader’s theater presentation entitled, “What’s in a 
Name — Onward to Union” dramatized the 1966 General 
Conference debates over the name for the new Church. The 
script used excerpts from the original transcripts of the 
1966 General Conferences of the Methodist Church and the 
Evangelical United Brethren Churches, both held at the 
Conrad Hilton Hotel in Chicago, IL.  Added was an imagined 
conversation between two women lay delegates from 
Wisconsin who were present at the Conferences.  The cast 
included the Revs. Charles and Nancy Bauer-King, the Rev. 
Wil Bloy, Barbara Dick , the Rev. Jim Droste, and Sandy 
Kintner.  Sandy, our Conference Historian, also created this 
original script. 

On Friday evening, the Rev. Dan Dick spoke on the question “United or Untied? The 
Rocky Road to Union ” as he reflected on the fifty years of United Methodism.  Dan, 
who serves as the Assistant to Bishop Jung, brought the whole question of union and 
what it meant, into clearer focus.  The CAH thanked Dan for his envisioning the first 
Archives Retreat eight years ago and for being  a featured speaker in each of our 
retreats. 

Saturday morning, the 70-year 
anniversary of the founding of  Pine 
Lake Camp was celebrated with a 
panel featuring Don Amphlett,  Don 
Mevis, and the Rev. Steve Zekoff—
all of whom have significant 
histories with Pine Lake Camp.  
Nick Coenen and Joanne Hornby 
added their perespectives also. Of 
course, there weremany good 
stories, including one about a 
certain car…. We all came away with 
an appreciation of the role camping 
plays in the life of our Conference. 

Next year’s Archives/Heritage retreat is planned for September 6–7, 2019. We will 
mark the 150th anniversary of the founding of the UMW. And focus on the leadership 
role women took on missions and many social issues. Mark your calendars now! 

 Don Amphlett, Don Mevis and  the Rev. Steve Zekoff 

Rev. Jim Droste 
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Journey to Ecclesiastical Suffrage 
Part 3: “Women as Ordained Supply Pastors 1924-1956” 

When we last left the story of Methodist women and their struggle for full clergy rights, 
the 1920 General Conference had granted women the right to local preaching licenses, 
but denied their request for ordination, let alone full clergy rights.  However, another 
incremental step toward that goal  would occur with the following General Conference in 
1924. The push for full clergy rights at that 1924 Conference was championed by M. 
Madeline Southard. The 1924 General Conference responded to Southard’s plea by 
granting “local ordination” to women. To Southard’s bitter disappointment, women 
remained barred from entry into the ministerial fraternity.  Full clergy rights would have 
to wait until 1956. 

So what had been accomplished? Well, with the proper education women could be 
received into the orders of Deacon and Elder within an Annual Conference. However, 
unlike their male counterparts they would not be guaranteed an appointment or be 
eligible participate in the pension program. They were required to attend Annual 
Conference, but were not allowed to vote. They were in the clerical limbo of what was 
known as an “accepted supply” pastor. And so, with the ministerial door slightly ajar, how 
did Methodist women in Wisconsin respond?  As we can see from the table below, even 
under the restrictions placed on them there were a handful of  determined women who 
responded to God’s call in their life. 

Locally Ordained Methodist Women  Pastors,1924-1956 

Confer. L.P. Deacon Elder 

Elizabeth Wilson East 1927 1931 

Margaret Oosterhuis-Wilkinson East 1928 1930 1933 

Minnie Cliff East 1929 1934 1937 

Mabel Kaneen West 1931 1934 1938 

Adelaide Raby East 1932 1935 1936 

Abbie Burnett West 1939 1935 1938 

Marion Kline West 1945 1947 1950 
Ellen Shaw West 1949 

Alma Huppert * East 1946 

Betty Schoonmaker-Martin East 1952 1953 

Ethel Nulton West 1950 1955 1957 

* transferred from German M.E. Conference
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The first was Elizabeth Wilson from the East Wisconsin Conference. She was ordained 
deacon in 1927 and elder in 1931. Wilson is something of a special case, for she was 81 
when she became an elder. She’d already had a long professional career working for the 
International YWCA. She never served a congregation, but filled Methodist pulpits across 
Wisconsin promoting social reform.  She also authored a key book in our history entitled: 
Methodism in Eastern Wisconsin, Section One, 1832-1850. 

More typical was the path taken by Margaret Oosterhuis. At the 
age of 30, Margaret attended Garrett Biblical Institute where she 
met her first husband Trester Oosterhuis.  Ten years later, while 
serving Wild Rose together, Trester died following a ruptured 
appendix. The local congregation were not eager to see Margaret 
leave, so they granted her a local preacher’s license and she 
served them for the next two years.  Margaret then continued  
her studies and was ordained deacon in 1930. At the age of 44, 
she was ordained elder in 1933.  In 1938, she married  the Rev. 
Guy Wilkinson and together they served as a clergy couple in 
Edgerton where Guy was appointed.  However, three years later 
Margaret again suffered the loss of her mate.  Undaunted, she 
continued to serve the East Wisconsin Conference at various 
appointments until her retirement in 1957.   

In the West Wisconsin Conference, the first woman locally ordained as an Elder was 
Mabel Kaneen.  Born in Stevens Point, she taught in schools in her youth. In 1902, she 
married the Rev. Edward Kaneen, who  was serving the Simpson St. M. E. Church in 
Milwaukee.  In 1919, while serving in International Falls, MN, Edward died, leaving Mabel 
with three children under the age of ten.  She returned to teaching in to support her 
family, but her interest  had always been in the ministry.  She eventually quit teaching and 
studied for ordination. She returned to Wisconsin, serving on the parish staff at Epworth 
Methodist church in Milwaukee.  Mabel was then appointed to Pardeeville, the Odanah 
Indian Mission, Phillips, Ridgeway and Middlebury. She was serving the DeSoto, Red 
Mound, Retreat and Victory charge at the time of her death in 1945.  

There were thirty two years between the granting of local ordination rights and the 
granting of full clergy rights to women in the Methodist Church. Each of the twelve 
women who served in this era has an unique story worthy of remembrance.  While space 
limitation prevents the telling of all of them, let it be noted that by their faithful service to 
Wisconsin Methodism they proved the value of women clergy, and  paved the way for 
those women who would follow.  

By Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian 
Next Issue: Part  4: “Full Clergy Rights at Last: 1956” 
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Housing the Preacher 

Providing housing for our preachers has been a 
long-standing tradition in United Methodism. 
Indeed, many early congregations in Wisconsin 
found they had the means to either purchase or 
rent a house for the preacher and his family 
years before they could erect a church. Each 
congregation has a unique story concerning 
parsonages, but one of the more interesting is 
that of the Greenfield Memorial UMC (originally 
an Evangelical Church) outside Milwaukee.  
History minded readers will remember that 
Greenfield is also the site of the first Evangelical 
congregation in Wisconsin., as well as the site of 
our Conference’s Historical Museum.  

In his 1967 history,  the Rev. Herman Block states that in 1876, a parsonage was built 
for the four point Greenfield Circuit about a half mile southwest of the church on the 
Janesville Plank Rd. Before then, the Greenfield Circuit provided rented houses for their 
preacher in “Milwaukee or Waukesha.” Hardly very convenient in the days of horse and 
buggy. In 1904, the Greenfield parsonage burned to the ground—which was  the spark 
for the Conference to break up the  Greenfield Circuit. Greenfield would now be served 
by the preacher at the Evangelical Church in  Bayfield. No parsonage needed.  

Shortly thereafter, the Bayfield preacher planted a mission congregation in Layton Park, 
two miles from the Greenfield church .  In 1907, the Layton Park congregation was 
formed. They took the name Emmanuel and erected a small wooden frame church on 
the corner of W. Arthur Avenue and S. 30th Street.  At the same time, they submitted a 
request to the Wisconsin Conference of the Evangelical Association for help in building 
a parsonage. This was denied and the congregation was instructed to use the insurance 
money from the Greenfield parsonage that had been destroyed. And so, two years later  
a small parsonage was built just south of the Layton Park church.    

The 1908 Wisconsin Conference Journal of the Evangelical Association stated that “The 
Greenfield charge is to be taken from Bethel and connected to Layton Park. This Mission 
shall be called Layton Park Mission.”  Thus  the Greenfield Church’s pastor would be 
housed at the Layton Park parsonage. Over the next twenty years, the Layton Park 
congregation continued to grow while Greenfield’s  dwindled.   The quandary for Layton 
Park (Emmanuel) congregation was spelled out in an Evangelical Association 

 Built 1876 
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Conference publication dated April 1928: “Equipment and facilities at Emmanuel are quite 
inadequate for the membership and program now being carried on. The congregation is 
just now undecided whether to enlarge their facilities, whether to affiliate with Salem 
Church, but seven blocks to the north, or to move farther out in to the Southwest section of 
the city.”   (Wisconsin Conference Bulletin, Vol 1, No 3, April, 1928) 

In the end, the Layton Park congregation petitioned to 
“establish a memorial mission in Greenfield, rather than 
unite with the Salem congregation.” More importantly, 
they proposed  to build a “Memorial Church on historic 
ground in the vicinity of the Greenfield site where stood 
the first church built by our Evangelical fathers in 
Wisconsin, and dedicated by Bishop John Seybert.”  And 
so they did, and the large Gothic church was dedicated in 
1930—leaving the old brick church empty. Ten years 
later it was felt that having the parsonage two miles away 
in Layton Park was not ideal. In early May of 1940, the 
Greenfield Memorial asked the Conference Trustee Board 
for permission to a sell their parsonage for $4,000 and 
build a new one just south of the Memorial church.  

Later that month, the Evangelical Church Annual Conference was held at Greenfield 
Memorial Church.  As part of that event the old brick church which had stood empty the 
last decade was consecrated by Bishop Epp as a Conference Historical Museum.  However, 
the old church’s new role as a museum had to be postponed.  Greenfield Memorial could 
not begin construction on the new parsonage until they had the cash in hand from selling 
the old one. So, in September of 1940 the pastor 
to Greenfield Memorial was temporarily without 
housing.  What to do? Well, there was the old 
brick church.  And so,  the Rev. Melvin Roehrdanz, 
thirty one years old and newly appointed, along 
with his wife of six years, Lorena, and their three 
year old daughter, Judyth, moved into the 
temporary parsonage. Here they would reside 
until December. It must have been quite the 
adventure for this  young family to live in the 
uninsulated brick church that lacked central 
heating and plumbing. 

By Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian 

 Erected in 1858, used as a parsonage in 1940 

and now our Conference Museum 

 Built 1909 
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Archives@Annual Conference 2018 

The Commission on Archives and History was honored to be a part of the celebration of  
“50 Years Together” at the 2018 Annual Conference of the Wisconsin UMC.  During the 
Conference, we remembered the 50th anniversary of the union between the Methodist 
Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church (EUB) to form The United Methodist 
Church in Dallas, Texas in 1968.  The Commission planned a number of activities 
throughout  the Annual Conference sessions including the following…. 

Annual Conference Banquet

On Saturday evening, the Commission on Archives and History hosted the “50 Years 
Together” Banquet to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the union between the Methodist 
Church and The Evangelical United Brethren (EUB) Church to form The United Methodist 
Church at the historic Uniting Conference in Dallas, Texas in 1968.  

After dinner was served, the Rev. Dan Dick, acting as host for the banquet on behalf of 
CAH, introduced the panel of people who would be presenting throughout the program: 
Bishop Donald Ott, the Rev. Donald Fenner, Bishop Linda Lee, the Rev. Christine Bethke, 
and Bishop Hee-Soo Jung.  

Banquet Panel consisted of Rev. Donald  Fenner, Bishop Donald Ott, Bishop Linda Lee, Rev. Dan 

Dick  Rev. Christine Bethke and Bishop Hee-Soo Jung.. 
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Dan joked, “We are here to celebrate the Golden Anniversary of a marriage that some 
thought would never work…It took time: there was courtship, there was dating. The 
couple didn’t always like each other.” On a more serious note, he said that despite their 
differences, “They held onto their common heritage and their mutual respect for the 
vision of John Wesley. What made their union much more likely was their commitment to 
evangelism, global missions, and social justice. These two organizations decided that the 
things they had in common were so much more important than the things they disagreed 
on.” He then introduced the video “1968 Uniting Conference,” the first of several videos 
that the CAH created for the evening. The first video contained footage from the historic 
1968  Uniting Conference. 

Then Bishop Donald Ott and the Rev. Donald Fenner reflected on their personal history 
together, and the history of The United Methodist Church. Fenner was a pastor in the EUB 
before the union. On his thoughts of the union at the time, he said, “I didn’t know where it 
was going to lead me, and that’s all right. I was a minister, and was ready to go wherever I 
was asked to go, and do the best I could. I’m happy that the merger took place. But let me 
share one more thing: I have hung onto my roots of EUB, and will probably never leave 
them. But I do embrace The United Methodist Church.” Fenner also discussed how the 
issue of race was very important for the EUB. They insisted that the Methodist Church get 
rid of the race-based Central Jurisdiction. They held onto that issue and fought for it.  
Bishop Ott warmly remembered the many contributions the EUB brought to the union 
that he personally experienced. And even though he came from a Methodist background, 
he thought that he might have “EUB elements in his DNA.” 

Dan Dick said, “They were two very different churches. The EUB was very progressive for 
its time on the race issue.” He then introduced the video “Historic Background: Central 
Jurisdiction” produced by the CAH. 

Bishop Linda Lee then discussed the demise of the race-based Central Jurisdiction, and 
how we can view that today. She said, “It is a memory we can use now to help lead the 
culture, instead of following it…Even though we still have a long way to go, the Church 
taking that step towards wholeness is important, and I’m appreciative of the EUB.” 

Dick then introduced two videos from the CAH: “Headlines from Our Last 50 Years 
Together” and “Bishop Sharon Zimmerman Rader Reflects on 1980 Election of Bishop 
Marjorie S. Matthews.” 

Rev. Christine Bethke discussed the changing role of women in leadership in our 
Conference, and the impact of Bishop Marjorie Matthews’ election. Matthews was the 
first woman elected bishop of any mainline Christian denomination. She served the 
Wisconsin area for four years, retiring in 1984. A video highlighting Bishop Matthews 
“Bishop Matthews’ Years in Wisconsin, ” was also presented. 
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Bishop Hee-Soo Jung  reflected on the diverse face of Wisconsin,  and then invited Bishop 
Eduard Khegay, Bishop of the Eurasia Episcopal Area, to the stage to share his thoughts. 
Bishop Khegay said, “When you do ministry and emphasize mission, there are people 
around the world who will be impacted by that and be saved by that.”  

The evening ended with the Rev. Jorge Luis Mayorga leading the singing of “They’ll Know 
We Are Christians by Our Love,” which was also sung at the 1969 Wisconsin Uniting 
Conference. The videos played at the banquet are linked here. The program was 
produced by Conference Historian Sandy Kintner and Archivist Lynn Lubkeman. 

Videos played at banquet can be viewed here 

“Onward to Union” 

Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian, and the Rev. Jim Droste, chair of the Commission on 
Archives and History, presented a skit to the Annual Conference based on the events of 
the plenary session of  the 1966 General Conferences of the Methodist and EUB 
Churches held at the Conrad Hilton hotel in Chicago.  This is where the real work was 
done to make the union of the two denominations possible two years later in Dallas. 
Barbara Dick provided the background to the skit aided by a PowerPoint presentation. 
The script and slides for this presentation are available online. 

Sandy Kintner and Rev. Jim Droste 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLsGDyT21TVfDWI-oMrFrBlWPkdtuzOlx2
https://www.wisconsinumc.org/Resources/Documents/AnnualConference/Archives-Skit-Script-2018.pdf
https://www.wisconsinumc.org/Resources/Documents/AnnualConference/Archives-Skit-Presentation-2018.pdf
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Lois C. Olsen Ministry of Memory Award 

The Commission on Archives and History was proud 
to have the Annual Conference acknowledge the Rev. 
Anthony J. Farina as the first recipient of the Lois C. 
Olsen “Ministry of Memory “ award.  The Rev. Farina 
was unable to attend  himself,  but present to accept 
the award  on his behalf was his wife Lois Farina. His 
son Stephen Farina and Wallace Isensee, Historian, 
Salem UMC Fond du Lac were also present. The Rev. 
Farina  has been instrumental in the effort to 
preserve the history of the Evangelical  Church’s 
work among Italian immigrants in Milwaukee and 
southeastern Wisconsin. As a result, he authored the 
important book: “I Must, I Must, I Must: The Story of 
the Italian Evangelical Church of Wisconsin” in 
2008.  The Commission extends its heartfelt thanks 
to the Rev. Farina for all his contributions in  helping 
preserve our Conference’s history over the years. 

Commemorative Coin 

Each attendee at the Conference banquet received a envelope 
containing a celebratory coin marking the 50th anniversary of the 
United Methodist Church. The Commission based the coin on the 
coin that was struck in 1968 for the Uniting Conference held in 
Dallas, Texas. Along with the coin, the Commission included a 
brochure that explained the significance of the four figures 
stamped on the front of the coin: Phillip Otterbein,  Jacob Albright, 
John Wesley and Francis Asbury. The brochure also include a 
United Methodist timeline highlighting the creation of each of the 
our precedent denominations and their various unions to create 
the United Methodist Church in 1968.  Recipients were urged to 
take the coin and brochure back to their local congregations to 
share and spark conversation on the remembrance of our 50 years 
together. 

Rev. Anthony J. Farina 

Commemorative Coin 
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United Methodist Timeline Banners 

To help remember our “50 Year Together,” the 
Commission on Archives and History created five 
timeline banners, commemorating the events of each 
decade since the 1968 union that formed The United 
Methodist Church.  

 Highlighted events included those important to General 
Church history as well as those important to United 
Methodism here in Wisconsin. Pictured to the right is one 
example of the banners depicting the years from 2010-
2018. The banners were displayed at Annual Conference.  

But, these timelines were not meant to be static.  Next to 
the timelines a blank time line was provided, along with 
makers, and everyone was encouraged to add their own 
remembrances of the last 50 years of our Conference’s 
existence.   Watch for these time lines to make a 
reappearance at the grand reopening of our Conference 
Museum. 

Photo Op with John Wesley 

In cooperation with the United Methodist 
Foundation, the Commission on Archives and 
History hosted an opportunity to have 
Conference attendees to have themselves 
photographed with “John Wesley.” The  Rev. 
Wesley was portrayed by Conference 
Historian, Sandy Kintner.   After having their 
photo snapped, participants were 
encouraged to post their pictures on social 
media and place their name in a raffle to win 
a “Wesley Basket” filled with Wesley-themed 
gifts. 

Timeline Banners 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung with  “John Wesley” 
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LOCAL HISTORIES: Stories of our Faith 

Each  issue of this section of “Flashbacks” highlights local church celebrations of  special 
anniversaries. Churches are encouraged to send anniversary notices to the Archives for 
inclusion in our next issues of “Flashbacks.” 

 
 

Spirit UMC 

On September 23, 2018, the Spirit UMC celebrated its 
125th anniversary.  This congregation descends from 
the nineteenth century efforts to bring Methodism to 
the Swedish-speaking immigrants in Wisconsin. 
Specifically, it was the Rev. P. A. Johnson who traveled 
far from his station in Prentice in search of Swedish 
immigrants seeking to hear the Gospel.  Rev. Johnson 
first arrived, reportedly on foot,  in 1889. He held 
services in school houses, received members and 
baptized children.  By 1893 there were enough 
members to organize a Church.  

Spirit (originally known as  Brannen) 
 Swedish Methodist Episcopal Church outside Tomahawk, WI 

Interior  of Spirit Swedish M.E. 
(note the  chairs) 
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At its formation, Spirit was one of 19  Swedish-
speaking Methodist congregations scattered 
across Wisconsin. The spiritual spark for the 
formation of the Spirit congregation in 1893 
came from three women,  Mrs. C. B. Nelson, Mrs. 
Alfred Johnson and Mrs. Emil Johnson. In August 
of 1894, a building committee was formed and 
by 1896 construction was completed on a 
simple clapboard church built on land donated 
by Mr. C. B. Nelson.  

Like many immigrants to Wisconsin, these Methodists kept to their original language for 
generations and it was only in the 1940s that they united with their English-speaking 
brethren. While the interior of the church was remodeled extensively in 1929, it was not 
until 1942 that electricity was installed in the church. Before then, lighting was by 
kerosene and gas lamps. A Social Hall was constructed in 1952 using the material from an 
abandoned C.C.C. camp building they received free on the condition that they remove it. 
The arrangement was that the building would be free if the congregation would tear it 
down and removed it.  With all the men of the church pitching in, a concrete slab was 
poured and the Hall completed. Bishop Northcott was present for the building’s 
dedication in October, 1952.   Pews were added to the Church the next year, and the chairs 
(see picture previous page) were moved for use in the Social Hall. However,  as can be 
seen in the above picture above they were still available for an overflow crowd. However, 
it was not until 1998 that a well was dug and the kitchen got water and the church got an 
indoor restroom.  Most of these improvements were the result of the generous donation 
of time and money from church members. 

Spirit UMC is one of only a handful of UMC 
congregations in Wisconsin that still worships 
in their original space, lovingly and beautifully 
kept.  It should be noted that within its walls 
the faithful have gathered not only for 
worship, but for Sunday School, Epworth 
League, Ladies Aid, Methodist Brotherhood 
and other meetings.  Throughout all these 
years and 48 pastors, it  has served its present 
day parishioners just as faithfully as its 
Swedish congregants who first gathered there.  

Edited from material provided by Joan Magnuson and  the Spirit UMC History Committee. 

Spirit  Methodist Church, Interior 

Spirit  Methodist Church, 2016 
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Sandusky UMC 

The Sandusky United Methodist Church celebrated its 125 anniversary on September 16, 
2018.  The church is nestled in the beautiful rolling  hills between Spring Green and Lime 
Ridge in Western Wisconsin. Many of the first settlers here were from the Sandusky, Ohio 
area, including the Holmes family. Mrs. Rosetta Homes is credited with giving the village 
its name. The Holmes family had been members of The Church of United Brethren in 
Christ back in Ohio and they brought their faith with them. 

In 1868 a United Brethren class was organized in nearby Tuckertown.  They  built a small 
church in 1876, but their numbers declined and they sold  the building.  The congregation 
met in people’s homes and then later in a Methodist Church in Wards Corners. However, 
in 1891, they decided to build their own church in Sandusky.  Interested people gave 
money, materials such as logs and lumber and their time to construct a 24 x 40 foot 
building.  This is the present church. The pulpit was made and given by Will Townsend.  It 
remains in the church today. There were two sets of hanging kerosene oil lamps 
suspended from the ceiling and a “Round Oak Stove” sat in one corner. The five or six 
rows of seats closest to the stove were always known as the “women and children side.” 

Sandusky United Methodist Church, Sauk County 
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When Rev. E.C. Ward (1928-1934) was  appointed pastor in 1928, it was decided that it 
was time for the church to have a basement.  There was some resistance, but  the Rev. 
Ward forced the issue by showing up one morning with a pick and shovel . He then 
commenced to make a hole in the foundation on the north side of the church.  Mrs. Ray 
Grover, a member of the Ladies’ Aid, happened to pass by as the Rev. Ward began his 
work.  She was very pleased to see the basement being started.  Help soon followed. 
Using just hand tools, dirt and stone was removed from underneath the church, posts 
and braces installed, a concrete floor poured, and the basement completed.   A kitchen 
was set up  in the northeast corner of the basement.  However, the kitchen had neither 
running water or a sink.  A sink was installed in the late 1950s,  but running water was 
not added until 1977, and an indoor restroom in 1979.  All this work was done by the 
members of the church itself—continuing a long and proud tradition of care and 
improvements to the church being carried out by its own members. 

Included among the thirty three pastors that have served Sandusky, were the Revs. Sara 
Mouer and Mayte Richardson. At a time when neither the Methodists or Evangelical 
Church allowed full clergy rights to women, the United Brethren did. From 1952-1957, 
these two clergywomen served Sandusky.  After 125 years, it is a testament to the faith 
of this congregation that the church still stands on the hill with a bell that rings and light 
that shines and a desire in the hearts of Christ’s followers to bring the message of Jesus 
to as many as possible. 

-edited from a history written by Randi Osborne from notes kept by grandmother, Gladys Powell. 
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Willow Valley UMC 

On November 10 & 11, 2018 the Willow Valley United 
Methodist Church celebrated the 150th anniversary of a 
church in Ithaca.  A special meal was served, and a special 
service held with a time to share memories and testimonies 
from the history of the church.  That history takes us back to 
the origins of three rural churches in that area.  

The Willow Valley UMC congregation is the result of the 
union of the Ithaca EUB, the Loyd EUB and Sextonville 
Methodist congregations in 1968. The Ithaca EUB and Loyd 
EUB churches were from The United Brethren in Christ 
Church branch of our UMC family. The  Ithaca Church was 
built in 1868 by the residents of Ithaca.  It was used by many 
denominations, including  the  Congregationalists, the Free-
Will Baptists, the Methodist Episcopals, the Free Methodists, 
and even the Mormons.  

The United Brethren work in Ithaca dates back to 1905, but a 
church building was not purchased until  1933.  Earlier, 
dating back to 1857, six miles away to the north, another 
United Brethren congregation was organized in Loyd. They 
purchased and  dedicated their church in 1915. In 1941, the 
Revs. Mayte Richardson and Sara Mouer, Conference 
Evangelists, were asked to serve.  They remained until 1952 
and completed many improvements to the church. A church 
from Smith Hollow was moved and added to the Loyd Church 
and the old church raised and moved  to a new foundation 
further back on the lot. Donated labor also added a vestibule, 
bell, tower and bell, basement, and furnace. 

The Sextonville Methodist Church was located about five 
miles south of Ithaca. Organized in 1851, its church was built 
two years later. In 1910, the church was moved and a 
basement added.  The building underwent extensive 
remodeling just prior to its 100th year anniversary in 1951.  

 However, with the union of the Methodists and EUB Churches 
in 1968, the decision was made to unite these three rural 
congregations and  the Willow Valley UMC was created. Sextonville Methodist Church 

Loyd EUB Church 

Willow Creek  UMC  Sauk County 

Ithaca EUB Church, Parsonage 
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First United Methodist Church - Whitewater 

On September 9th, 2018 the First United Methodist Church of Whitewater celebrated its 
175th anniversary with food and fellowship, an organ recital, and a memorable worship 
service.  

The Whitewater UMC congregation is among the earliest formed in Wisconsin. It can 
trace its beginnings to the work of two young Methodist Episcopal circuit riders, the  
Revs. Samuel Pillsbury and Jesse Halstead.  In 1837, they rode what has been called “the 
mother of all Circuits,” the Aztalan Circuit. Together these preachers established 
preaching points all across Southern Wisconsin including Whitewater. In the fall of 1842, 
but possibly in the spring of 1843, Alpha Warren, a circuit rider, organized a class 
consisting of not less than five nor more than ten men and women who established the 
Whitewater Methodist Episcopal Church. 

 For almost ten years, the congregation met in homes and occasionally the school or the 
Congregational Church. By 1849, Sunday schools for all ages had begun. Money for a 
church building was raised since  the mid-1840's, and the congregation moved into its 
own building on the corner of Church and Main Streets in 1852. The building was 
enlarged in 1860 to meet the needs of the growing congregation which had one of 

FUMC staff: Joe Sherman, Christine Hayes, Jim Athas ,  Rev. Susan Bresser, Jayne Haskey 
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“mission status” in 1858. In 1872, with a membership of 175, the congregation purchased 
land at the corner of Prairie and Center Streets, and against the recommendation of the 
Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, built a new church costing 
$30,000, "the largest and finest Methodist church west of Milwaukee." Sundays were filled 
with Sunday school, morning worship, and evening services, until 1929 when Sunday 
evenings were given over to the youth and young adults. Many activities in the last half of 
the 19th century, such as yearly revivals, were held jointly with the Congregationalists 
and the Baptists.  

In 1923, when the congregation was 80 years old, the 
membership was 450. By 1948 the membership was 654.  
Membership peaked between 700 and 800 in 1970. In 
175 years, the congregation has been served by more than 
60 pastors and 13 associate pastors.  

Modernizing the building with electricity and steam heat 
were only the beginning of the changes made to the 
original structure. A bell tower was added in 1898. 
Renovations and redecorating took place through the 
years and continue to the present. A much needed 
addition, creating four Sunday school rooms, a gym, and 
a chapel, was added in 1953.  

First United Methodist - Whitewater Chancel Choir performed during the anniversary service 

Rev. Mary Beth Byrne,  Rev. Forrest Wells, 
Bishop Jung, Rev. Susan Bresser 
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The honoring of FUMC’s 175 years of 
presence in the community began with a 
brunch of sweet bread, breakfast 
casseroles, and fruit plates in Fellowship 
Hall. Following this, FUMC’s own Jim 
Athas performed an organ recital in the 
church, recently spruced up for the 
anniversary. A special worship service 
began at 10:00 a.m., starting with a 
specially planned processional. The 
Reverend Forrest Wells who served as 
associate pastor at FUMC 1984-86  
preached during the service. Bishop Hee-
Soo Jung, Bishop of the Wisconsin 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, was also in attendance. After the 
service, a cake and coffee reception was 
held in Fellowship Hall, providing an 
opportunity to share memories about 
FUMC and its role in the life of its 
members and the Whitewater community. 

Edited from materials provided by the 175th Committee, led 
by Caroline Wieman  

Bishop Jung and Quincy Boudreau 

Anniversary Cake,  First UMC Whitewater First UMC Whitewater 
Anniversary Logo 
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Sherman Avenue UMC 

Sherman Avenue UMC in Madison,  WI 
celebrated its 65th anniversary with a special 
service on December 2, 2018.  A special 
potluck  was held in honor of the event.   

The 25 charter members of the Church were 
noted in the special bulletin, as were the 17 
pastors to serve the church. 

Sherman Avenue UMC 

Sherman Avenue UMC Clergy 

David Johnson 1953-1958 
Eldon Daniel 1958-1963 
Car Fox 1963-1965 
Ray Robinson  1965-1972 
Bill Morton 1972-1975 
Wesley Schirmer 1975-1981 
Joan Cavallo 1981-1981 
Kirk Cavallo 1981-1989 
Dianne Reistroffer 1989-1992 
Marjorie Meyer 1992-1998 
Nam Soon Kang 1998-1999 
Her Yang 2000-2003 
Jakes Voker  2003-2010 
Suni Caylor  2010-2014 
Luke Thao 2011-Present 
Rafael Cubilette 2014-2016 
David Hart  2016-Present 
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Sherman Avenue UMC 65th Anniversary Celebration 
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Sherman Avenue UMC 

Anniversary Service 
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Prairie Farm: Faith UMC 

On September 30, 2018 Faith UMC celebrated their 140th anniversary.  A special worship 
service was held, followed by a historic slide presentation and a catered dinner. 

The first meeting of the Barron County Mission Conference of the Evangelical Association 
Mission was held on July 20th, 1878 in a school house near Prairie Farm (Parkman 
School). Quarterly meetings were held and pastors were paid. The first record of the 
salary was $17.75; some were by the collection received, but by 1896 it was $100. On 
February 17, 1886, it was voted to build a Pastor’s House (Parsonage) as soon as 
possible—dimensions being 16’ by 28’. The Building Committee was Jacob Hoffman, Val 
Kurschner, and Carl Grutt. On June 19th 1887 it was voted to build a horse shelter, 
estimated cost to be $16. 

On January 31st, 1894 it was voted to build a church within one year. On March, 17, 
1894, it was voted to buy 23/4 acres of land for the Prairie Farm Mission at a price of 
$22. This was purchased from Roseman and Louise Kellogg who owned the land by the 
school house. The church was built in 1895, it was heated with wood and carbide gas 
lamps furnished light. 

Zion EUB,  Barron County 

Emmanuel EUB, now Faith UMC, Barron County 
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In 1918 the church was raised and a basement was added. This was also the year that 
the Ladies’ State Convention was held here at Prairie Farm. Stained glass windows were 
ordered, came by freight to Ridgeland, and were picked up by Val Kurschner and crew 
with horses and sled. A huge wood furnace was installed and a kitchen area was created 
along the northeast wall. Beautiful wooden retractable doors were designed for Sunday 
School rooms. Throughout all this time, bathrooms were the outdoor toilets. 

In 1959 a septic system was installed. In February 1961, with approval from the 
Wisconsin Industrial Commission, a 16’ by 26’ addition was added to the east side of the 
church. This created the furnace room with a hot air furnace, two bathrooms, and a 
south entryway. The old wood furnace was removed and a kitchen area was made with 
the work being done by Selmer Swanson. 

In 1968 the Evangelical United Brethren and 
Methodist emerged and we became United 
Methodist. It was also the merger of Emmanuel 
and Zion congregations and we became Faith 
United Methodist Church. 

In 1974 a 16’ by 26’ addition was raised above 
the furnace/bathroom area creating a pastor’s 
office and a Sunday School room. 

In 1993-94 a relocatable classroom was 
purchased and a state licensed preschool was 
started as a mission of our church. 

So, for 50 years we have worked together as one congregation, accomplished many 
successful improvements to the building, including new leading of the stained glass 
windows, new basement windows, new siding, and a new roof to name a few, as well as 
being a close knit faith family.  We remember the many mission projects we have 
participated in over the years, such as: the Sunday School and United Methodist Women 
have sponsored children in Uganda (and still are), the Heifer Project, school bags and 
kits through the Annual Conference, the Food Pantry, Freedom From Hunger, benefits, 
charities, and Country Playhouse Preschool. 

Submitted by Barbara Bender, Prairie Farm Faith UMC 

Zion  EUB, Barron County 
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Fifth Avenue UMC--West Bend 

West Bend Fifth Avenue UMC Marked its 170th Anniversary with a jamboree on October 
20, 2018. A Dinner/Program marked the event. Bishop Jung spoke at the Sunday, October 
21, 2018 service in celebration of this anniversary.   

The cornerstone for the present Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church, 323 S. Fifth Ave, 
was laid on May 17, 1942. The church was founded in 1848 as a mission with A.C. 
Pennock as the appointed pastor of a circuit encompassing hundreds of miles; regular 
services were rare and were held in homes, schoolhouses, stores, and even taverns in 
some cases. There were 57 charges in Pennock’s circuit with a total of 6,943 members. 
Elihu Springer is listed as the Presiding Elder of Milwaukee, in charge of this area, too. 

The first complete list of the early members that belonged to the West Bend portion of 
the circuit is found in an old record book kept in the local church. It list the following 
members from West Bend: 

Catherine Bates Charles Bates William Campbell Silence Bell 

Chester Bell Walter Demmon Hayla Demmon Salon Dodge 

Sarah Dodge Matilda Irish Adelia Lewis R. Ruscoe 

Mary Ruscoe Reuben Ruscoe Nelson Ruscoe Mancy Ruscoe 

John Ruscoe Elisa Ruscoe George Wesley Ruscoe Morris Shepherd 

Margaret Shepherd Abraham Sinn Catherine Sinn Abigail Verbeck 

Emily Wolfrum Beulah Young 

Fifth Avenue UMC, West Bend, WI 



27 

Miss Edith Heider, former local church historian discovered an old newspaper wrapper 
that listed P. W. Frink as the preacher for west Bend in the circuit that originated in 
Chicago and extended to Green Bay and had to be covered by horseback. It was 600 miles 
around the circuit and the preacher often had to ford streams up to eight feet deep, 
carrying only a blanket, Bible, frying pan, and a few personal articles. Marriages, 
baptisms, and funerals all had to await the arrival of the minister, more appropriately 
called the Circuit Rider, but no written record remains to show how this was actually 
done. Circuit Riders were peculiar to the Methodism alone. 

These Circuit Riders, all of whom were young and most of whom were unmarried, were  
encouraged to convert others to share in their faith in God and Jesus Christ. Often these 
contacts were on a one on one basis if there were not enough people to have a meeting 
and many meetings consisted primarily of personal testimonies. Before the Circuit Riders 
would move on, he would try to train the most likely person in charge to become a Class 
Leader, who would organize the members into classes to carry on the work until he could 
return in another month or so. This was in keeping with English Methodism, as Wesley 
used to train others to carry on in the absence of qualifies leadership. The congregation in 
West Bend at some point constructed a church, as church conference records for 1853 
mentions just such a building, adding that while its exact location is not certain, it is 
speculated the church stood just north of what today is the old county  
courthouse. 

Late author and historians, Dorothy Williams, notes that a “typical Sunday in 1869” the 
church pastor would be holding church services in Kewaskum at 8 a. m. then do the same 
in Farmington at 10:30 a. m., in West Bend at 3:30 p. m. and at the County Poor Farm in 
Jackson at 5:00 p. m. “By 1872, the Methodist Church claimed 54 members out of a total 
population of 700 in West Bend,” wrote Williams in her book, “History of Fifth Avenue 
United Methodist Church, West Bend, Wisconsin.” 

Services for Fifth Avenue congregation were held in English, even in those early days, a  
rarity since the main population of West Bend as at that time, German. Thanks to a $100 
contribution by William Hamlyn, a 50 by 75 foot building using timber cut from nearby 
woods in 1872, was completed for the English Methodist congregation.  

In 1942, cash donations and pledges amounting to $53,000 was collected. On May 17, 
1942, the cornerstone of the present church was laid. Inside the cornerstone was placed a 
copy of the church conference minutes for the previous year, a brief history of the church, 
a West Bend city directory, a two-dollar bill, some 1942 coins, a copy of the Methodist 
hymnal, and a list of church members and officers that contained 300 names. 
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Due to a growing congregation, expansion plans were made and in 1954 an addition 
of six classrooms was built on the education wing of the church. In the 1960s 
another addition was added to the church, which is Gothic in style, similar to that of 
churches in the English countryside, in keeping with the English heritage of most of 
the congregation. The congregation has remained very active in the community 
affairs, sponsoring a Boy Scout troop and organizing clubs from within that assist 
the community. It also has a worldly outreach in support of missionaries. 

Historical information attained from History of Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church West 
Bend, Wisconsin by Dorothy E. Williams (1984).  

170th Anniversary Cake 

170th Anniversary Booklet Photo Montage 
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BECOME AN ANGEL OF THE ARCHIVES—Donate to our inaugural year-end 
fund-raising drive and have your donation doubled—thanks to a generous 
grant from an anonymous donor, who has promised to match any donations 
we raise (up to an amount of $10,000).  Your donation would help support 
the many ministries of the Archives that cannot currently be fully funded 

from apportionments, such as the publication of Flashbacks,  the reopening of the 
Conference Museum, our local church historian training, our annual Archives/Heritage 
retreat, and the publication of a book on the historic Wisconsin UMC churches.   Help us 
as we work to preserve the history and special stories of our Wisconsin Annual 
Conference.  Send your donation to the Archives today! 

 LOCAL CHURCH HISTORIES REQUEST: Please send us information about 
your local church history or special anniversary for preservation in the 
Archives and for publication in the next issue of  Flashbacks!  We will also 
print announcements of special services planned, or recently held by your 
church.  And please contact the Archives if we can help with compiling your 
church history or with celebrating an anniversary.  We are happy to help! 

 MUSEUM UPDATE: We are also looking forward to a grand reopening of our 
Conference Museum in Greenfield, WI  in the fall of 2019.  We plan new 
interactive displays that will highlight the history of our denomination in 
Wisconsin.  Timelines from our history will frame the histories of the 
Methodist, Evangelical, United Brethren, and Evangelical United Brethren 

churches in Wisconsin, as well as the 1968 merger that formed The United Methodist 
Church.  A special exhibit will focus on the  history  of women clergy in our Conference, 
including a feature on Bishop Marjorie Matthews. Bishop Matthews was the first women 
elected Bishop in a major Protestant denomination. Upon election she served our 
Wisconsin  Conference for four years. If you have any artifacts, memorabilia, mementoes, 
etc. from any aspect of our Conference’s past history that might be important for display 
in our Conference Museum, please contact the Archives at archives@wisconsinumc.org 
or 608-837-7328.

ANNOUNCEMENTS &  NEWS 
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Flashbacks is a publication of the Wisconsin Conference 
Commission on Archives and History 
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