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UMW Celebrates 150 Years! 
The Commission on Archives and History is pleased to 
announce our ninth annual Retreat that will be held at 
Pine Lake Camp on September 6-7, 2019.  Join us as we 
celebrate the 150 year legacy that is the history of the 
United Methodist Women.  We look back to  the 1869 
founding of the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. And then on to the 
development of the many other women’s organizations 
that grew up in all our predecessor denominations, 
including the Woman’s Missionary Society of the 
Evangelical Association and Church (1891), the 

Women’s Missionary Association of the United Brethren 
Church(1875),  the Women’s Society of World Service of the EUB (1946), the Woman’s 
Society of Christian Service and Wesleyan Service Guild of the Methodist Church (1939) 
that preceded the founding of the modern UMW in 1973. 

Our program will begin on Friday with a 
presentation by our conference historian, Sandy 
Kintner entitled “Stepping Out of  Their Place.”  
Sandy will speak on the social conditions which 
led middle class women to move out of the 
sometimes confining walls of their homes to 
become active in associations for social reform 
including women’s foreign missionary societies. 
The membership numbers in these missionary 
societies became much larger than those in either the suffrage or temperance crusades 
of the time.  Indeed, by 1900, there were forty-one female foreign missionary societies 
in America with more than  three million members.  Sandy will touch on how the gift of 
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these early women of promoting “Women’s Work for Women” was passed down 
through the generations in all the predecessor denominations of Wisconsin United 
Methodism.  And further how it led to the emphasis that the women’s organizations 
placed on world-wide mission.  

We will then shift our focus to the role of women in home missions in Wisconsin.  In 
particular, we will learn more about Northcott Neighborhood House, one of  the 
Women's Society for Christian 
Service’s mission successes. 
Northcott’s first site was consecrated 
in 1961.  Ground-breaking for the 
current site took place in 1984, and 
building was dedicated in 1986. We 
will learn more about Northcott 
Neighborhood House, one of  the 
WSCS’s mission successes. The staff of 
Northcott Neighborhood House will 
speak to our gathering on the “past to 
present” of their work in urban 
Milwaukee.   

Then don’t miss our whimsical reader’s theater presentation entitled, “Called, 
Confronted, Compelled.”  This dramatization tells the story of Wilma Hampel and her 
efforts to create Northcott Neighborhood House in 1961. The story imagines the plight 
of Charlie Odbody, an Angel second class, in a corner of Heaven’s massive Archives. 
Somehow, Charlie has misplaced the Wilma Hampel files. What to do?  Will Wilma 
appear and help save the day?  Will her story, and that of Northcott House be made 
known and saved?  Be there to find out! 

Northcott Groundbreaking , Nov., 1984 Northcott House Dedication 1986 

The Compass, December. 1961
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On Friday evening, the Rev. Dr. Dan Dick, assistant to the Bishop., will reflect on the topic: 
“As It Was and Ever Shall Be—Women Lead the Church in Mission.”  He will help us 
understand how instrumental and vital the leadership of women has been in the mission 
effort of The United Methodist Church. 

Saturday morning, our retreat  features a Local Church Historian Workshop.   This year 
we are fortunate to be able to feature a talk about the special  efforts to preserve the Rock 
Church of Livingston, WI.   The inspirational work of the Rock Church Memorial Society to 
restore, preserve, and care for this treasure in their midst is an inspiration to us all.   

Local church historians will then have the opportunity to share their best practices for all 
to learn from.  And our Conference Archivist, Lynn Lubkeman, will answer questions on 
archival record management and preservation issues. 

Finally, as we look back at the rich history of the UMW in Wisconsin, we invite our retreat 
participants to join a panel discussion about the UMW. This will be time for  everyone to 
witness to how their experiences in the UMW community has shaped their life, 
encouraged them to  grow spiritually ,and put their faith into action. 

Register now.  Don’t miss your opportunity to be part of this special program. 
Our retreat brochure can be found at :  https://www.wisconsinumc.org/Resources/Documents/

Archives/2019-RetreatBrochure.pdf  or at:  https://wiumcamps.org/retreats/   

Registration Deadline. Is August 29, 2019.   Questions, please contact the Archives. 

Rock Church, Livingston, WI 
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In Memoriam: 
Rev. Dr. Chomingwen Pond  

The Commission on Archives and History was saddened to learn of the passing of the 
Rev. Dr. Chomingwen Pond on August 4, 2019.  She was born  on September 1, 1927 in 
Madison, Wisconsin.  She earned her B.S. in  geology at Beloit College and then went on 
to Garrett Biblical Institute, where she completed her Bachelor of Divinity degree in 
1961. Later in 1987, she finished her Ph.D. in Religion at Claremont Graduate School.  In 
1962, she became the first Methodist woman in Wisconsin to be ordained Deacon in the 
East Wisconsin Conference. Her ground-breaking path continued when she was            
ordained Elder in 1964 and thus became the first Methodist woman with full clergy 
rights in Wisconsin.  During her many years of ministry, she served local churches, 
taught at Payne Seminary, served as a missionary in Africa, and was an active force in her 
local Church of the Pines in Minocqua, WI.   We were privileged to hear her recount her         
experiences at our 2017 retreat.  We will miss her. 

Rev. Dr. Chomingwen Pond spoke 

 at  the 2017 Archives Retreat 
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Wilma Hampel  

Leads the founding of the Northcott Neighborhood House 

Wilma Thiel was born on January 22, 1908 in Le Mars, Iowa. She 
was the third child born to  the German Methodist Episcopal 
Pastor Frederick Thiel and his wife Emma. The family moved to 
Milwaukee around the time Wilma graduated from high school. 
She had wanted to study nursing, but was held back by health 
reasons. However, this did not keep her from working in a       
Milwaukee hospital, first as a telephone operator and then as a  
X-ray technician.  In 1936, she married George Hampel Jr., a     
recent graduate of the University of Wisconsin. Together George 

and Wilma would raise four children. George came from a      
politically active family, his father being state senator from Milwaukee who the       
newspapers described as a “socialist running on the progressive ticket.” George was also 
active in Milwaukee politics and worked for the Progressive Party and the Wisconsin 
State Federation of Labor. In 1954, he became state director of United Cerebral Palsy of 
Wisconsin. In addition he served on the Milwaukee School Board, the Cleaner  Milwaukee 
Committee, the Milwaukee Public Library Board and the  Milwaukee Motorist Public    
Auto Parks Committee. However, both the Hampels were community service-minded. 

Wilma and George had joined the Kingsley Methodist Church in Milwaukee in 1944.  It 

was through the Kingsley WSCS (Woman’s Society of Christian Service) that Wilma      

began her working with Milwaukee’s African American immigrant community.  While  

attending a summer Mission School in the early 1950s,  

Wilma became aware of the urban decay problems in 

Milwaukee. Perhaps not coincidentally, this was also 

when the Wisconsin Conference WSCS began supporting 

the St. James Methodist Church (Lexington Conference) 

in Milwaukee. Wilma’s  interest led her to become the 

Milwaukee District Secretary of Christian Social     

Relations. Also, in 1955, Mayor Frank Zeidler of 

Milwaukee tapped Wilma to join the city’s Commission 

on Urban Renewal where she advocated for improving 

city housing. In 1956, her expertise allowed her to help 

organize and participate in the “Conference on     

Methodism and the Inclusive Church” held in Milwaukee. 

 Wilma Hampel 

Northcott—Third Street site 
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In the summer of 1959, she was selected as a  delegate 

from the Wisconsin WSCS to the first “National Methodist 

Conference on Human Relations” held in Dallas.  While the 

Conference had a strong impact on Wilma, even more 

memorable for Wilma was the experience of driving 

through the South with the  Rev. Dale Strong (who was a 

white male) and Clarence Bolton (an African American 

male).  Restaurants refused to served them and they only 

found housing by Clarence pretending to be their driver 

and carrying their luggage.  

In response to the Dallas Conference, Wilma  spearheaded 

an effort to create a community center in Milwaukee’s      

inner core. In April 1960, the “Northside Neighborhood 

House” was accepted as a home mission project of the    

Wisconsin WSCS and a study committee was formed with Wilma at the head.   That same 

year, Wilma volunteered to be a census worker in Milwaukee’s inner core. The only white 

person on the team,  she went door to door and experienced first-hand the dilapidated 

housing and extreme poverty of the residents.  Meanwhile, Wilma’s study committee    

contacted other non-profits working in the inner core and  the WSCS’ General Secretary 

of the Department of Work in Home Field. Their advice was to forget about using the old 

St. James Church as a site and see about using space in the Hillside Terrace Housing     

Project. More importantly ,they told the study committee that finding a suitably trained 

social worker who would assess the community’s needs was paramount.  So, that is what 

they did. In April of 1961, the study committee was disbanded, the project was                  

incorporated and “Neighborhood House” was born.  Soon thereafter, the name was 

changed to Northcott Neighborhood House to honor the service of Bishop Northcott and 

especially  his wife Florence Northcott, who was such a great supporter of  the WSCS.   

Later that summer, the found their first director, the Rev. Lucius Walker. With everything 

ready, four hundred people gathered at St. James Church on Oct. 29, 1961 to help          

consecrate the Northcott Neighborhood House project then located in a single room at 

the Hillside Terrace Housing Project. For Wilma this was an emotional moment. She knew 

that her husband’s work would soon take her to Des Moines, IA.  But, over the years she 

remained connected to the project she had helped create and in 1978 was honored by   

being made a life-time member of the Northcott Neighborhood House Corporation.  
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North West District UMW Legacy Celebration 

United Methodist Women of the North West District of the Wisconsin Conference            

celebrated the 150th Anniversary with a FUN-RAISING event on March 23, 2019 at Lake 

Street UMC in Eau Claire. We celebrated this milestone by holding our annual Spring Day 

of Enrichment about a month early so as to be able to celebrate on the actual date of the 

150th Anniversary.  Living in northwest Wisconsin, that took a leap of faith, as March 

tends to be our snowiest month.  Our faith was tested as February proved to provide     

record snowfall with below zero temperature.  Frequent snow continued to fall into 

March.  God provided for us, as I knew he would, with mild temperatures and no           

precipitation of any form  that week-end.  

Attendance at our District Events has been decreasing over the past few years.  The      

District Team planned an extraordinary event and were rewarded with attendance   

equaling about twice the number that we had been seeing at district events.   

The morning of the event was used to provide historical information about UMW to our 

audience.  UMW units from Holcombe and Faith Superior presented skits, we had a    

Powerpoint presentation about Mission U, litanies and readings were also used to get our 

message across.  In the afternoon we all had “free time” to spend shopping at the       
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Methodist Market  (items donated by UMW units throughout the district); bidding on 

over 40 items in our Silent Auction  (also donated by various UMW unit in the district); 

browsing through the UMW Museum with a wide range of displays, including individual 

legacy stories of UMW members from the North West District.  UMW units also brought 

Legacy displays  representing their own unique unit.  Other  historical displays relating 

to our foremothers were also on display.  Women could also choose to spend some quiet 

time in the Prayer Room or relaxing in the library where they could set and chat with 

other United Methodist Women. 

At our District meeting in September 2018, our Vice President challenged all units to 

consider giving $150 to the Legacy Endowment Fund at the 150th Anniversary Day of 

Giving on March 23, 2019.   Fifteen units met or exceeded the $150 challenge and            

another 5 units gave lesser amounts.  Those 20 units gave a total of $2665 to the Legacy 

Endowment Fund that day.  Another $482.57 was collected from individuals donating to 

the Legacy Fund.  The Silent Auction brought in $1189, the Methodist Market $475.95 

and the Flea Market another $47.30 for a total of $4859.82 that the North West District 

gave to the Legacy Endowment Fund on the March 23rd Day of Giving. 

To add to the charm of the day, many attendees were dressed in vintage attire from the 

1860’s through present day.  Hats, long skirts, peasant dresses with shawl, polyester 

dresses with pearls and white gloves, cotton house dresses with apron, open towed 

shoes, bell bottom slacks, poodle skirt, bobby socks and a hot pink satin jacket,            

polyester pant suits, knit skirt and sweater outfits, knee high nylons with seam up the 

back and being held up with a piece of string (just like grandma used to do)!  Our       

president was dressed as Dr. Clara Swain.   It was amazing to see how creative those 

United Methodist Women can be. 

We were honored to have a couple of special guests with us for our Legacy Celebration.  

Martha Boyer, Wisconsin Conference President of UMW took part in one of the morning 

presentations.  Our North West District Superintendent, Rev. Kate Croskery-Jones joined 

us and served communion at our closing worship service.  We would like to thank both 

of them for their contribution to our Legacy Celebration. 

 Submitted by Terry Giles 
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UMW Local History:  Norwalk UMC 

  Linda Beier, Norwalk Church Historian  shares her celebratory sermon  

   Presented at the Norwalk Church on the history of their local UMW 

 
The history of our local UMW and 
our  early  women’s groups goes back 
many years and were highlighted in 
earlier bulletins.  Some historical 
items are currently on display in the 
church.  The earliest meeting 
minutes I that I have been able to 
find were from 1925.  I’m sure the 
Ladies Aid existed before 1925, but 
we don’t have any of the secretary 
books. 
 
 There were individual books for 
both Salem and Immanuel, so each 

church had their own group. Both our Salem and Immanuel churches were  Evangelical 
Churches at that time.  The local women’s group was then called “Ladies Aid.”   The    
Evangelical Church’s woman’s organization was called the Woman’s Missionary Society.  
In 1947 the Evangelical church and the United Brethren  merged to become the EUB.  The 
UMW would not be formed until after the 1968 merger of the EUB and the  Methodist 
Church. 
  
 In the 1920’s the meetings were divided---every other month was a Ladies Aid Meeting 
and the other 6 months were the Women’s Missionary Society.    Eventually they merged 
into just Ladies Aid.   Salem seemed to meet at members’ homes.  Immanuel met at the 
church.  Both churches always opened their meetings with a song.  During the meeting 
there would be  another song and/or vocal solos, or piano duets.   Once there were 4  
ladies that played violin together.  Our church has a rich history in music, and this was 
carried thru into the UMW meetings.    A typical meeting in the 1920s, 1930s, 1940s, and 
1950s’s would be: Hymn, Prayer, Reading,  Scripture, Poem, Book Report, another Hymn 
or various music by one, two or 3 ladies, a playet, a lesson and a closing prayer.  Then the 
business meeting would take place.  
 
 It seemed the minister and his wife were present often, if not every time. (As the church 
went to part-time ministers it was harder for them to attend the meetings---many had 
other jobs)   And in January or March (it changed over the years) there was a special 
meeting where the minister was in charge.  New officers would be nominated for all the 

Norwalk  Immanuel’s Women’s Society, 1946 
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committees (there were at least 10).  They also set up the schedule for the year of what 
the Ladies Aid would do for the year.  When taken to the general meeting, not everything  
would pass, some things would change.  There were By Laws they would refer to---I have 
never seen these, so somewhere along the way they were lost.  There were Executive 
meetings. Which I have never seen in recent years.  I found it very interesting that one of 
their rules was that you couldn’t hold the same office for more than 3 years-----We      
haven’t been abiding by that!!!!!  It seems that once you are elected now, you have that   
office forever! 
 
In reading these meeting minutes, I again appreciate the secretaries that wrote them, not 
knowing at the time that their writing would be important and interesting to us today.  I 
appreciate anyone who has done the job of writing minutes from a meeting---it’s a lot of 
work but very valuable for the future. 
 
Gleanings from Salem’s 1925-1937 book: 

In 1927, each family was to sell 2 doz eggs each mo. For 4 months to help buy church 
Hymnals 

Tied a quilt at one meeting and pieced a quilt at another. 
Had a picnic on the lawn at Salem. 
Held an apron sale. ($34.00) 
Gave $11.23, as Salem’s share for papering the parsonage. 
Helped Immanuel serve a meal and received their share of the profit--$104.65. 
Sold 200 packages of Jello 
Gave $29.40 to church budget. 
Decided for their monthly lunches that coffee would be one of the 4 items to be served

(not including pickles) 
Gave $50.00 to help shingle the roof. 
Held a Lincoln Penny collection with proceeds going to the Kentucky Mission property 

that had burned—This was done for many years by both churches. 
Bought 12 song books for the Ladies Aid 
Gave $20.00 to church budget in ’36 and again in ’37. 
Held a bake sale to buy new collection plates then lined them. 
Paid 1/3 of the cost of linoleum for bathroom of Parsonage. 

 

Gleanings from Immanuel’s 1925-1932 record book:  35--50 members--Had 4 different 

Circles.  Monthly served 30-40 at their meetings.    They sometimes has 20 members in 

attendance but served 40 people—Kids?, visitors? 

 Made donation to Monroe Hospital (Sparta) of canned fruits and sheets.  Each member 
was to bring in 2 quarts of canned fruit.  They shipped it to Sparta on the train, costing 
$2.49 in freight charges. 
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 Sent $10.00 to Italian Mission in North Racine. 
 Bought material for curtain across choir loft. 
 Gave 12 doz. Eggs and some butter to a minister in Milwaukee that was ill  
       (Rev. Giuliani). 
 Rev. Block suggested that any new members (women) should automatically  be in the 

Women’s Aid. 
 In 1927 the group voted to put all money in the Aid Treasury and no longer have a 

missionary treasury. 
 Served for the Farmers Institute which was served in the basement. 
 Served a Men’s meal once a year. 
 Sent a woman to Lomira each year to the women’s gathering. 
 1928 bought a stove for parsonage 
 1928 installed water in basement—assumed this was the basement of Immanuel. 
 Paid $25.00 towards a partition in basement. 
 Bought a rug for the hall of church. 
 Formed a “Friendly Committee”, which promoted shaking hands. 
 Always had a picnic in August—in 1929 it was  held in Meyer’s Grove, 
 Gave $100.00 for church repair. 
 Had a church dedication Sunday in 1930 and served dinner and supper. Charged .40 

for adults for dinner and  .35 for adults for supper and .15 for children.  Made $98.00.  
The dinner was beef roast, pot. And gravy, cabbage salad, carrots, pickles, cranberries, 
cookies, bread and pie.  The supper was—cold meat, warmed potatoes, jello, cake, 
cookies and pickles.  Remember all was served in the basement---the upstairs dining 
room did not have tables, only chairs. 

 The Ladies Aid decided that at their meetings there was supposed to be only 5 things 
served. 

 Served 71 men at the men’s Banquet in March of 1930, charging .50 a plate. 
 Sold rubber soap dishes (sold 4 doz.) 
 Mr. John Schell donated an organ to church. 
 In 1931 they bought frying pans for the kitchen. 
 Serve a supper for the Board of Religious Education charged .15 for children and .25 

for adults. 
 Served dinner and supper for the 75th Jubilee in conjunction with Salem.  1/3 of the 

profit was given to the Salem Aid. 
 Gave $5.00 to Monroe Hospital, every year. 
 
I didn’t think I’d get any further than this, but I was hooked and spent February reading 
through more meeting minutes---I got up to about 1960.  We are missing books from  
1938 to 1944. In the 1940s and 1950s, there were about 20 members at Salem and 55  at 
Immanuel.  Immanuel’s membership was not all women from our church.  Some women 
came from other churches and must have liked what we did, so they became part of our 
group.  I know my Aunt Mabel Savall was a member for about 10 years---they belonged to 
the Moen Lutheran Church outside of Cashton and that was too far to go to a women’s 
group so she joined ours.  The “Ladies’ Aid” gave yearly to the Red Cross, Salvation Army, 
Cancer Fund and Polio drive in the 1950’s--$5 or $10 to each.  In 1947, they collected 113 
pounds of clothing for European Relief—it cost $3.24 to ship it. 
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I have to mention two ladies that totally surprised me in their involvement.  One was     
Lucile Dreier.  She was Secretary for several years.  And she was President at one time.  I 
just never  saw her as taking on that role.    Even more incredible was Grace Maier.  She 
was elderly all the time I knew her, or maybe that was just my perception.  I remember 
Grace and Marvin sitting over there in a pew every Sunday.  I can’t remember her ever 
talking.  Never!!!  She seemed so quiet and demure and had the cutest, sweetest smile.  So 
when I read in the meeting minutes that she went to Lomira as our delegate more than 
one year.  I just never would have thought she would have done that.  And even bigger 
than that—she was President of our UMW at one time----I would never ever thought she 
would have that in her, to do that.  All I can say is remember the elderly---they all have a 
history, and lived rich lives that we don’t know about!!!!!! 

 
I mentioned music by different ladies.  Sometimes there was only one of these at a      
meeting and sometimes several preformed at the meetings---piano solo, accordion (yes, 
Virginia Zietlow), vocal solos, duets or quartets, instruments.  Usually it was the ladies, 
but in the 1940’s and 1950’s there were students that offered their talents.  Lois Olsen 
read poems, gave reports on women’s situations in the world, gave book reports, Joyce 
Schreier sang, probably her sisters did too,  the Maier girls sang and played their             
instruments, Aaron Young played his accordion—to name just a few. 
 
In March of 1951 a special meeting was held at Salem.  Their membership was at around 
14.  Rev. Gutknecht was present.  They must have been discussing this and now they were 
going to vote on whether they should keep the group going or not.  The vote was 6-No, 
and 3-yes.  They decided that any money left would be given to  the Executive committee 
to deal with.  There was $14.52 that was turned over to the Salem Budget.  The Sunshine 
money and cards were given to the Sunshine of Sunday School.  Song books and serving 
trays were to be left as congregational property to be used or distributed as they wished.   
 
The last entry in this book was by Rev. Gutknecht and it read: 
    We should be grateful to live in a country where we can vote as we like. 
    He encouraged them to join with “the other society.”     
He said that if things change in the future they could start over. 
I’m sure this was a sad day for the ladies of Salem. 
I think they all were well aware that the writing was on the wall with their decrease in 
membership and many of the members were quite elderly.  I think most joined with      
Immanuel’s group but a couple may have gone to an Ontario church. 
 
I did continue reading into the 1960’s but I didn’t finish those years.  I do want to mention 
that there was an evening group from 1969-1978.  This group was for the ladies that 
worked and couldn’t attend the day meetings.  
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After reading all these meeting minutes—in different handwritings every 2 or 3 years, I 
came away with a feeling of kinship to these ladies of the past.  We are still doing some of 
the same things today, but many things have been lost over the years.  We are still serving 
our church and community and world.  We still read scripture and sing the hymns.  We   
care for the elderly and children.  But most of all we still love our God.  This is so evident      
in our meetings as we talk about our lives and experiences and how much God enters our 
lives every day. 
 
 I salute our foremothers of our churches who worked so hard to make our churches the 
way they are today.  Our present members are very active, but I also have to thank those    
ladies that are not members of the UMW, (we call them “Social Members”). You support      
all we do by offering your time and talents---we really appreciate that.  We couldn’t do   
what we do without you!  Thank You! 
 
The UMW has existed for 150 years.  The future looks bright for it to go for 150 more. 
 
Let us pray. 
Dear Heavenly Father, be with the UMW women as they do their work around the world.  
Place your hand on all of them and let them continue to do your work for many more 
years, AMEN 
 
—Submitted by Linda Beier, Local Church Historian, Norwalk UMC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Editor’s note:  We know that the women’s groups  at the Salem and Immanuel  
churches were active before the time frame that Linda was able to locate and read 
minutes detailing their activities.  In fact, the Evangelical Church’s Woman’s  Missionary 
Society held its third Annual Convention at the Norwalk Salem Evangelical Church on 
June 25, 1910.  At the meeting letters were read from Susan Bauernfeind, missionary to 
Japan, and Katherine Eyerick of the Milwaukee Italian Mission.  It was reported that: 
“Bishop Spreng from Cleveland, Ohio preached a powerful, uplifting Convention Sermon.”  
And that “the Norwalk young people rendered excellent service in song.”   
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“Woman’s Work in the Church” 
The debate on a woman’s place and the WFMS in Wisconsin 

 
One hundred and fifty years ago the Woman Foreign Missionary   
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church was formed in Wisconsin.  
Today, it easy to forget what a revolutionary event it was for women 
of that time to venture outside the home and enter into the public 
sphere. Considerable controversy surrounded the Wisconsin women 
who organized themselves in order to raise funds to support           
missionaries selected by themselves—outside of the control of men.  
Of the many woman who participated in the efforts to overcome the 
constraints imposed on them by the mores of the Victorian era, two 
Wisconsin Methodist women stand out— Susana Jane Steele and 
Jeannette G. Hauser.  
 
 

 
Jeannette Shepherd grew up in Kenosha and in 1861 married Isiah Hauser, a Lawrence        
University graduate. Isiah had recently been admitted as member of the Wisconsin Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church and commissioned as a missionary to India. The Hausers 
served together for eight years in India at the same mission as Lois Parker. Lois was also a 
wife of Methodist missionary.  Upon Lois’s  return to America she was one of the women who 
urged the formation of a society of women to minister to women in foreign countries. This goal 
became a reality on that stormy night in March of 1869 at Tremont Street M.E. Church in   
Boston with the formation of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. Jeannette had returned 
to Wisconsin at about the same time and must have been aware of what Lois was trying to 
bring about. So it is not too surprising that by June of 1869 Jeannette had gathered the         
proscribed “ten ladies who were willing to give two cents per week” and the Milwaukee     
auxiliary of the WFMS was formed, the first in Wisconsin. At the time Jeannette noted that 
there was “a good deal of opposition to a Woman’s Missionary Society in Milwaukee by some 
the best and leading male members of our church.” One Methodist preacher upon hearing the 
news was quoted as saying, “I protest! Short-haired women, and women out for suffrage, are 
fit only for the penitentiary.”  Jeannette’s response to the resistance was to persevere, in the  
belief that the Society “must win its way gradually and by gentle means.” 
 
Another participant in this “gentle” struggle was Susana Steele, wife of the Rev. George Steele,  
then President of Lawrence University. (chartered by the ME Wisconsin Conference in 1848). 
Susana was a licensed local preacher in Wisconsin and due to the support and influence of her 
husband was granted access to Methodist pulpits throughout the state.  She took advantage of 
this access and lectured throughout the state, including a lecture entitled “Woman’s Work in 
the Church.” The Wisconsin State Journal (July 25, 1872) reported that during her talk: “Mrs. 
Steele claimed full liberty for woman to do whatever she could for Christ, whether by    
preaching or other work for which she was qualified. The good lady referred impressively to 
the opportunities and the work of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society.”  As you can      
imagine, Susana’s talk created a lot of debate among Wisconsin Methodists. The conversation 

Jeannette G. Hauser 
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even spilled over into the columns of “The    Christian Statesman,” a 
weekly religious     newspaper published in Milwaukee by none other 
than Jeannette’s husband, Isiah. While presenting itself as non-sectarian, 
the paper had a definite Methodist bent and readership. In an article     
entitled “Woman’s Work,” Mattie A. Hewit began by stating:  “I had the 
privilege, a few weeks ago of listening to an essay by Mrs. Steele on 
‘Woman’s Work,’ and being very much interested in the subject, my 
mind has naturally dwelt somewhat upon it, and I beg leave to say a few 
words to my sisters in regard to the influence they my exert, and the 
work they many accomplish.” She further asserted that: “Woman’s      
noblest work , is her home influence; to see to it that within her own    

domain, she wields well the wand of her mighty power.” She reminded her sisters that while 
their work at home may not: “bring us into the public notice and applause, it is one in which 
angels themselves would gladly engage.” In summary, Mattie wrote: “As a woman, yearning 
for the highest, holiest blessing on her sex, let me beg of my sisters to consecrate themselves 
anew to their work at home; to turn their minds from the follies and frivolities of life.” Then in 
the end, it may be said: “She hath done what she could.”  (February, 1875) 
 
A few weeks later Jeannette Hauser responded to this view in an column entitled: “Another 
View of Woman’s Work in the Church.”  She started with the supposition, “Home is woman’s 
sphere, says tradition, custom and instinct, and yet it may be doubted if home comprise all of 
woman’s sphere.” Jeannette goes on to state her frustration with the limits placed on women 
who “fear being pointed out as strong-minded, manish or seeking a sphere.” She pointed to 
Susannah Wesley as an example of a woman who gave birth to nineteen children yet found 
“time to visit the sick and poor and to do her husband’s work when he was absent.” She gave 
present day examples of women who stepped in to fulfill their husbands “public” duties when 
they were unable.  Jeanette did grant, that for women: “home must be their first care.” But,   
further asked how a “modern woman of ordinary health, with her three or four children dare 
think that her home is as wide a field as she can well cultivate.” (February, 1875) 
 
A few weeks later, Jeanette’s views were supported in an article written by Beulah Brinton. 
Beulah was the cousin of the owner of the steel mill in Bayview and who was noted both for 
her philanthropy and as a pioneer in the settlement movement.  She reminded her readers of 
the trials women of the Bible endured in order to do God’s work. Beulah would not suffer 
“women so weak and self-seeking that even a fear of the world’s frown will deep them in a 
state of listless inactivity.” She mocked women who claimed to love the blessed Savior, but 
who would not so much as teach Sunday School for fear of “being odd or singular and not 
wanting people to think that they put themselves forward.” (March, 1875) 
 
And so, as Jeannette hoped, many women in Wisconsin, did embrace the idea of the need to 
become active outside or the home in the “public sphere” as they supported the work of the 
WFMS.                                                                                           By  Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian 

Susana Jane Steele 
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Susan M. Warner 

Wisconsin’s First Female Foreign Missionary 

The money that the WFMS  initially 

raised after its founding in 1869 went 

to Boston to support the mission work 

of Isabella Thoburn and Dr. Clara 

Swain. The following year the WFMS 

was organized into regional branches 

with Wisconsin as part of the Chicago 

(later Northwestern) Branch.  This branch recruited and sent a number of “girls, as their 

missionaries were popularly and affectionately known,”  from Indiana, Michigan and     

Illinois. Finally in 1873, a “girl” was sent that Wisconsin could claim as its own—Miss   

Susan Malvina Warner.  At the time, this “girl” was thirty eight years old.  We don’t know a 

great deal about Susan’s early life, other than that she was born in Groton, Tompkins 

County, N.Y.  Groton is near Ithaca, NY,   and not far from the Erie Canal.  

 In the 1850 Federal Census, Susan (then age 15) was listed as living, along  with her   

widowed mother, on her uncle’s  farm near Janesville, Wisconsin.  We do know that Susan 

attended the Rockford Female Seminary, graduated from the Milwaukee Female College 

(1856), taught in the public schools in Sheboygan (1858)and the Baraboo Female        

Seminary (1859),  By 1866 , she had become “first assistant” to the principal of the         

Janesville Public High School.   Soon thereafter, she went to New Orleans to become the 

principal of the “Fulton Street Colored School,” housed in an “ancient” plantation house 

built when New Orleans was still a village.  

Susan, however, wished to become  a missionary and through the WFMS a way finally 

opened to fulfill this dream. In December of 1873, she was granted a U. S. passport. Early 

the next year she, along with another missionary, Mary Hastings, sailed for Mexico         

arriving in Pachuca in February , 1874.  In Pachuca, the two missionaries opened a little 

school in a rented apartment over a grocery and liquor store. From this base, they taught 

both day and Sunday schools, and directed the work of Bible and tract distribution.  The 

following year, Susan was transferred to Mexico City to  direct the Girl’s  Orphanage       

located there. In 1879, she returned to Pachuca to relieve Mary Hastings so she could    

return home for rest. At the time, Mary had grown the school to 108 scholars. When Mary         

returned to Pachuca in 1881, Susan was sent to open work in Puebla. Here, for the next 

Wisconsin State Journal, August, 25 1873 
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nine years, she labored to plant another school. When she retired in 1890, she left 150 

girls enrolled in classes, school property valued at $26,000, and “a monument in the   

Puebla Normal School that will be more durable than marble.”  

Susan was noted for her “keen, discriminating, intelligent mind” and her “courage and   

fidelity” to her work.  She was also know for her modesty.  Indeed, when asked to remark 

on her work in Mexico she responded,: “There can be little interest to the public in the  

details of the life of one which, after educating herself and spending several years in 

providing for her mother, was a last able to realize a long-cherished plan of engaging in 

missionary work.”  Others were more eager to praise Susan for her missionary efforts in 

Mexico. Indeed, upon her retirement, there appeared in the Heathen Woman’s Friend a 

notice signed by seven “Native Preachers of the Mexico Conference.” In part the notice 

stated: 

 For the long period of eighteen years we had the honor of counting among the   
 number of our co-laborers the worthy and respected teacher Miss Susan M.      
 Warner, who was successively directress (principal) of the Girls Orphanage              
 in Mexico City, principal of the Girls’ School in Pachuca, foundress of the Puebla              
 Normal School, and its principal for the span of nine years. Henceforth the name of 
 Miss Warner will occupy a place of imperishable memory in the annals of Mexican 
 Methodism, that will remind us of the worthy and respected teacher, the                    
 indefatigable and self-sacrificing worker, who willingly consecrated the best of her  
 life to the instruction of Mexican womanhood.”  

In 1890, Susan retired from missionary work at the age 

of fifty five. Two years later, she married Daniel 

Densmore of Red Wing, MN. Neither had been            

previously  married.  And like Susan, Daniel had been a 

teacher before the Civil War. Even more, as a teenager 

Daniel's family farm outside Janesville was a short    

carriage ride from where Susan lived. Daniel graduated 

from Beloit  College in July of 1858. Given that the 

Rockford Female Seminary (which    Susan attended) was the “sister” institution to Beloit 

College, perhaps this was  a romance begun in earlier days.  It would be nice to believe so.  

In the end, as Daniel was  a co-owner of an iron works, Susan’s final years were lived in 

relative comfort. A well-deserved rest for Wisconsin's first female Methodist missionary.   

Written by Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian 

Susan M. Warner (Densmore) headstone 
Oakwood Cemetery, Red Wing, MN. 
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Journey to Ecclesiastical Suffrage 
 

Part 4: “At Last, Full Clergy Rights”  
 

When we last left the story of Methodist women and their   
struggle for full clergy rights, the 1924 General Conference had 
just granted “local ordination” to women, but at the same time 
barred women from entry into the ministerial fraternity of     
annual conference membership.   Full clergy rights were put on 
hold. The locally ordained women  stood in the clerical limbo of 
what was known as an “accepted supply” pastor.  
 
As you can imagine, many women were not satisfied with this 
and continued to struggle. In 1924, the baton for the fight for 
full clergy rights for women was  passed to Georgia Harkness.  
Because Methodist seminaries at the time did not admit women 
as regular degree-seeking students, she matriculated in the    

department of Religion at Boston University  and received a Ph.D. in philosophy of         
religion in 1923.  She was ordained as a local elder in the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
1926 and remained so for the rest of her life. Harkness was a pioneer in feminist           
theology and when she was hired to teach theology at Garrett Biblical Institute in 1940, 
she became the first female theologian in any seminary in America.  
 
The Uniting Conference that resulted in the formation of  the Methodist church from the 
union of the Methodist Episcopal, the Methodist Episcopal-South and the Methodist 
Protestant Churches was held in Kansas City in 1939.  Much of the energy of that         
Conference was spent accommodating the Southern view on 
race—with the resulting creation of the Jurisdictional system.  But 
behind the scenes, Georgia Harkness and others were hoping that 
the Conference would also deal with the “woman question.”          
Indeed, following an impassioned speech by Florence Jardine, an 
ordained local pastor from Minnesota, a motion to grant women  
pastors conference membership in the new Methodist Church fell 
short by  just 13 votes out of 755.  Again, many Methodist women 
were bitterly disappointed. However, that 1939 Conference also 
saw the consolidation a number of women’s groups into the    
Woman’s Society for Christian Service. It was largely Georgia  
Harkness, working through this group, that continued to push 
for women’s equality every General Conference thereafter.  
 
 

Georgia Harkness 

Florence Resor Jardine 
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The 1956 General Conference of the 
Methodist Church received over 2000 
memorials on the issue of full clergy 
rights for women.  After days of            
consideration, the majority report to the 
General Conference recommended         
allowing full clergy rights only to            
unmarried and widowed women. The        
competing minority report advocated 

keeping the current policy of barring women from membership in Annual Conferences. 
What followed was a heated,  contentious, and sometimes confusing, debate on the floor 
of the General Conference. Compromises were proposed including letting each Annual 
Conference decide their own policy concerning women rights, and allowing women be 
“located” if a Conference cabinet determined they couldn’t find an appointment for her. 
One  proposal even floated the idea of women having their own sex-based Jurisdiction, 
like the race-based Central Jurisdiction, for congregations that wanted  women pastors. 
Finally, after a day of debate, both the majority and minority reports were rejected and 
the Conference granted full clergy rights to women on a 389 to 297 vote. 
 
So, the door opened. Was there a flood of women entering Methodist Conferences? Hardly. 
That first year, 27 women were admitted by Annual Conferences as members.  But no one 
in Wisconsin, although one woman wanted to be—Marian Kline. She was an ordained        
local pastor who had been serving as a supply pastor in rural Wisconsin for over a decade. 
By all accounts, she was much beloved by her congregations. However, in her memoir she 
stated that when she approached  Bishop Northcott about membership in the Wisconsin 
Conference, she was told that he would not have a woman as a member in his Conference.  
So, she transferred to the Detroit Conference in 1956 and became one of those 27            
inaugural woman Conference members. 
 
It would be eight years before the Rev. Dr. 
Chomingwen Pond would become the first     
Methodist  woman to be admitted into a                     
Wisconsin Conference—the East Wisconsin 
Conference of the Methodist Church.  One year            
later the Rev. Lourinda Sanford was admitted into                                     
the  West Wisconsin Methodist Conference.  
Over the next decade, only five additional women 
were added to the Wisconsin Conferences. 

 
By Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian 

Methodist Women  in Full Connection 

 Christian Advocate, May, 1956 
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Gems From the Archives 

LADIES OBJECT TO SHARING THE CUP 

 

In the early days of the Evangelical Church it 

was the custom in some congregations to 

serve communion using the common cup.  

Former pastor and District Superintendent, 

the Rev. Harry Krug (minister 1916-1957) told 

how his mother and the other women of the 

church strongly objected to the communion 

method of the common cup.  The reason: they 

didn’t want to drink from the same cup as the 

men did       because their whiskers often got 

into the cup and this was most unsanitary.  

They requested the pastor to use small          

individual cups.  But after much pleading, he    

refused to serve communion in that manner.  

 So they asked the quarterly conference, the official church    

governing body, if small communion cups could be used.  The 

conference denied their request.  Despite the women agreeing 

to wash the individual cups, it seems this official body of the 

church believed that if communion wasn’t served with a       

common cup it wasn’t legitimate.  So Harry Krug’s mother and 

the other women from the Emanuel Evangelical Church of       

Lomira (now Trinity United Methodist Church) did what women 

of the church have always done.  They had bake sales and      

rummage sales.  When money was sufficient they  purchased a 

very fine silver plated common cup that was only used by the 

ladies. And all received the Eucharist happily ever after. 

 

Submitted by Wil Bloy, Archives Volunteer 

Emanuel Evangelical Church, Lomira 

Rev. Harry Krug 
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Gems From the Archives 
 

FUND-RAISING FOR THE LADIES AID 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poem printed on a Postcard promoting a Ladies Aid bazaar.  Found among miscellaneous 
items in the United Methodist Archives.  Church unknown, but card was written and sent 
by a Ladies Aid member named Amanda to a friend named Elise.  Postmarked 1910. 
 
Submitted by Wil Bloy, Archives Volunteer 

Back of postcard found in Archives, dated 1910 
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Gems From the Archives 
 

NOTES FROM YOUTH SONG BOOK 
 
 

 
Non-denominational song books were often 
used when Methodist or Evangelical United 
Brethren youth gathered for meetings and  
worship.  Many of these books can be found in 
our United Methodist Archives.  One recently 
caught my attention because the words of the 
songs were printed in both German and       
English, reflecting the German immigrant       
heritage of our church, and the period when 
the churches were in a transition from          
German to English.  The book was published in 
1912, and on the inside back cover page were 
pasted the typewritten words to a song that  
reflected the church’s concern for those in     
military service during World War I.                 
Instructions were to sing the words to the tune 
“America.” 

 
On the same page were pencil drawings of two hearts and the message: “Sam loves Susie.”  
Obviously a written expression of affection between two young people.  One wonders, 
was Sam about to become a solider in the World War I conflict? At any rate, when looking 
at old song books, neglect not to look at the inside covers.  You might find personal notes, 
scribbled quotes from speakers, or copied Bible verses.  Youth song books were used for 
more than just singing. 
 
 
Submitted by Wil Bloy 
Archives Volunteer 

God save our noble men 
Bring them safe home again 
God save our men. 
Make them victorious 
Patient and victorious 
They are so dear to us. 
God save our men. 

Example of one of many song books  

preserved in the Archives. 
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Lois C. Olsen Ministry of Memory Award 
2019 

 

The Commission on Archives and History was 
proud to have the Annual Conference 
acknowledge the Rev. Edward Johnson as the   
second recipient of the Lois C. Olsen “Ministry of 
Memory“ award.  The Rev. Edward Johnson has 
been an important supporter of the Archives and 
its work for more than 50 years.  He was a     
member of the initial Commission on Archives 
and  History that was formed in the Wisconsin 
Conference shortly after the union that formed 
The United Methodist Church in 1968.  He served 
on the Commission for years, and also was an    
integral part of the Wisconsin Conference          
Historical Society and Museum Committee.  

 
In his early years as a member of the Commission on Archives and History, he advocated 
Conference wide, and directly with the current Bishop for a separate Archives to house 
the important records and documents of the Annual Conference.  Before our Archives 
was established as part of the Conference Center in Sun Prairie, the records were         
scattered around the state, with some in a temporary location in Oshkosh.  The advocacy 
on behalf of an Archives to house our important records was critical to our Archives      
being established, and the Rev. Johnson played a key role in that effort. 
 
The Rev. Johnson independently made efforts to preserve as much local church history as 
possible.  From his travels around the state to photograph rural local churches that might 
otherwise be forgotten, from his efforts to collect and preserve something of their        
history, and his collection of artifacts and mementos from those local churches, he has 
been instrumental in building the collection of the Archives.  He continued to pursue this 
passion with years of volunteer work in the Archives itself.  Without his efforts over the 
course of the last 50 years, our ability to tell the story of our denomination to future   
generations would have been severely diminished.  His effort to preserve the history of 
our Conference stand out and will benefit generations to come. 
 
The Rev. Johnson was unable to attend the Annual Conference held in Green Bay, in June, 
2019,  but  the Rev.  Frank Gaylord received his award on his behalf.  

Rev. Edward Johnson 



24 

LOCAL HISTORIES:  Stories of our Faith 

Each issue of Flashbacks highlights local church anniversaries, celebrations and news..  
Please send us your contributions for the next Flashbacks. 

 

 Fall River UMC:  175th Anniversary 

On August 17-18th, Fall River UMC will         
celebrate its 175th anniversary.  Saturday,   
August 17, will feature an ice cream social and 
brat  stand. On the 18th there will a worship 
celebration with a brunch to follow. 

The church in Fall River’s history began in 
1844, before Wisconsin was a state—and       
before there was a Wisconsin Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. The area 
around Fall River was then part of the Rock 
River Conference, which included southern 

Wisconsin and northern Illinois. Sometime in 
1844, a Methodist circuit rider,  the Rev.         

Stephen Jones, arrived in Fall River and gathered enough settlers interested in religious 
services to form a Methodist class. They met in the log cabin of Clark Smith.  At the time 
the  Rev. Jones, was serving the Aztalan circuit—which has been referred to in early    
Wisconsin Methodist histories as the “mother of all circuits.” In the 1840s, the circuit     
included  Aztalan, Lake Mills, Waterloo, Columbus and Fall River.   Fall River first             
appeared as a charge in Wisconsin Conference records in 1850. Three pastors were          
appointed to Fall River: Rev. Stephen Jones, Rev. C. G. Lathrop and Rev.  J. Marshall. These 
men served many “preaching points” in the surrounding area.   

Shortly  after the Civil War a controversy arose in the church.  Fall River’s then current 
pastor, the Rev. J.  S. Bolton, gave a sermon on baptism which raised eyebrows among 
some in the congregation who were former Baptists. The dissension arose from the  
Methodist view that allowed for infant baptism and for the sacrament to be performed in  
forms other than full immersion.  The Presiding Elder was brought in to support  the Rev. 
Bolton’s   position,. In spite of his efforts, some in the congregation remained offended 
and withdrew to form their own Society. Thus, the Baptist Church’s beginnings in Fall 
Church was aided by a Methodist. 

In 1918, Fall River merged with the Hampden Church. Several remodeling and                   
redecorating projects were undertaken by the church—many of them funded by the      
efforts of the women’s organizations of the church. 

Fall River UMC 
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Fall River’s centennial history also recounted the proud history of their women’s  groups, 

dating back to 1847.  It was noted that: “The first organization came into being to meet a 

need that had arisen.  The attendance at Sunday School held in the log school house was 

very small.  This was because many of the children did not have the necessary clothing to 

make themselves presentable there. A few ladies talked the matter over and decided to 

call a meeting of all ladies who could come to the home of Mrs. Ebon Silsbee on the first 

Wednesday of May.  For many years that date was kept as the day of the annual meetings 

of the ‘Ladies Sewing Circle.’ The object of the society was to provide clothing for desti-

tute children.” 

“Each lady volunteered what she could spare from her own wardrobe for the purpose of 

remodeling.  Members paid a membership fee of .25 and those attending also $.10 for    

refreshments if members or not.  Funds thus obtained were used to purchase material 

with which to work.” 

“The suppers served were to be very plain consisting of bread and butter, one kind of 

cake, sauce, pickles or cheese, and tea.  This limit was strictly observed for many years, 

the penalty for serving more being that the hostess entertain the group again at the next  

meeting.  Soon after the society began its work the question of shoes arose.  Mrs. Edie 

Smith volunteered to make cloth slippers for summer wear and many little  girls could 

testify to their merits.  It will hardly be necessary to say how the Sabbath School in-

creased as the clothing was distributed among the needy.  The society, too, increased   

rapidly, continued its regular meeting and found new lines of work opened to them.” 

The society continued to raise money for projects inside the church.  During the Civil War, 

the society packed boxes for hospitals and camps. In 1870, the society revised its consti-

tution and made all members of the church members of what they called the M.E. Mite  

Society.  The society had grown and met every two weeks.  Almost as many men as    

women attended the meetings which included a  devotion, scripture reading, prayer and a 

meal.  “At the table, loaded with bountiful meal, a grace was said, and 10c paid for the 

meal.  The usual amount collected was very good if it reached $10.0 more often $5.00 or 

$6.00.  During the summer an evening session followed, quite often for the young. Though 

the elders were not excluded. These evenings were not religious nor  denominational, but 

did seem to hold the young people to the church by a ties between old and young and did 

swell the finances.” In the 1940s, a new organization, the  Woman’s Society of Christian 

Service was formed, and continued many of these same traditions and practices in service 

of church and community. 
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   The Rock Church 

Livingston, WI 

  

The Rock Church , Livingston, is located in 
Clifton Township. In Grant County, about 
equidistance from Platteville, Lancaster and 
Mineral Point is Clifton Township. This was 
historically a mining district of Wisconsin. 
Lead was mined as early as the 1820s and 
hauled to Galena, Illinois, where it was then 
shipped down the Mississippi River.   This is 
also one of the areas where Methodism first 
entered Wisconsin.  

 

Indeed, as early as 1835, the  Rev. Alfred 
Brunson is said to have preached in log cabins in the town of Clifton, north of Platteville. 
There he organized the first Methodist class in Clifton Township.  Its members included 
Bosmond and Sarah Clifton. It was Bosmond and Sarah who donated the land on which 
the Rock Church was built.  Construction began  in 1851. The stone foundation and walls 
were constructed from a limestone hauled from a quarry located in nearby Martinville. 
Large hand-hewed cross sills were laid to support the roof which was then covered with 
clapboard. Notably, the building is distinguished by two identical doorways next to each 
other on the same wall. It is said that women entered through one and men through the 
other and sat on opposite sides of the church. The yard was fenced with post and fence 
plan.  It is a common memory that men and boys would perch upon the fence waiting for 
services to begin.  

 

The Rock Church was never large enough to support their own preacher but  it was        
always part of the Methodist connectional system. In the very early days, the church was 
probably served by the preacher from Lancaster. Then in 1853, the Monfort circuit (later 
Monfort & Washburn)  was formed.  The preacher assigned to this circuit would have 
served a number of preaching points including the Rock Church.  But, demographics 
changed and membership dwindled in the twentieth century.  Regular services ceased in 
1944. However, the building remained important to the community. The Rock Church  
Memorial Society was formed to care for and preserve the church.  The Society has       
continued its care and has held fund raisers to maintain what is now the oldest house of 
worship in Grant County.  This small stone church continues today as a symbol of the     
religious heritage of those early Wisconsin pioneers.  

 

The Rock Church, Livingston, WI 
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             Views of the interior of the restored Rock Church 

                          The pump organ is still in use today. 

A notation from May 29, 1911 notes: “Paid J.W. Palmer for new       

organ $51.27, freight $2.73, sold or organ to J.W. Palmer for $5.00” 
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South Milwaukee UMC:   

125th Anniversary 

 

The people of South Milwaukee UMC             
celebrated  their 125th anniversary on        
December 2nd, 2018. Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 
led the congregation in worship and a         
potluck fellowship. Bishop Jung preached     
on “Launching Out into Deep Water” based  
on Luke 5:1-11.   The Bishop invited the           
congregation to envision passionately the   
future, challenging them about why, for     
what and how to launch out into deep         
water.  Seven new members joined the    
church  during service. One couple was     
from Sri Lanka. 

The beginnings of organized Methodism in South            
Milwaukee date back to a Friday evening, March 3,     
1893. On that evening, a prayer meeting was held in       
the home of T. J. Evans was conducted by  the Rev. J. M. 
Wilkinson, pastor of the Epworth Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Milwaukee. The Rev. Wilkinson is due much     
of the credit for the organization of the church in South 
Milwaukee.  Through untiring labor, the Rev.  Wilkinson 
was able to gather a small congregation interested in 
forming a church. A building could not be secured in        
which to hold services. And the congregation had already 
decided that services would not be held until a building 
could be contracted. Remarkably,  just ten weeks later 
the dedication service was held in the newly build 
church on    the corner of 8th and Monroe Avenues.  A 
decade later a    parsonage was build. In 1907, a bell  
tower was attached  to the church building and a pipe  
organ installed. By 1953, the needs of the church had 
grown and it became necessary to look for a new site. On 
Easter Sunday, in 1955 the first   services were held in a 
new church building located on Marshall Ave. 

 

South Milwaukee 
 Methodist Episcopal Church and Parsonage 

South Milwaukee UMC 

125th Celebration 
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 Danbury UMC: 
100 Years 

In 2019, the Danbury UMC will celebrate their        

centennial year of ministry to the Northwest corner of 

Wisconsin. The celebration will be marked by a number 

of events including:  

 

August 4: Bishop Hee-Soo Jung  proclaimed God’s 

Word: “Ambassador for Christ” at their Sunday        

worship. Bishop Jung, along with District                  

Superintendent, Barb Certa-Warner then served Holy 

Communion. The service was followed by brunch. 

 

 

 

September 14: the church will host a “brat-feed” for the community with Glory Train, an area 

Gospel band, providing music. 

 

 September 15: Former pastors and members are invited to their Sunday Worship Celebration.  

Historical pictures and stories will  be displayed and a memento book-mark has been designed.   

 

An extensive history of the Danbury UMC was written by Arne Enslin for the church’s 90th 

anniversary celebration in 2009.  From it, we learn the following:  

 

When the first church building in Danbury was dedicated on November 2, 1919, Methodist 

Episcopal preachers had been active in the area for a number of  years before that ceremony. In 

1915, the Rev. E. U. Hughes, a local preacher from Kansas, was placed in charge of the work 

around Danbury. He held services in the Soo Line Railroad Depot. Sunday School met in a 

railroad car placed on a side track. A class of twenty-three was formed, and two lots donated 

for a new church. The Rev. Ernest Welcome Barber succeeded the Rev. Hughes and  in 1916         

supervised the laying of the cornerstone. The women of the church were credited with clearing 

the lot. However, the outbreak of World War I put a halt to the building. With the war over, the 

congregation renewed their efforts and the church was completed. At the 1919 dedication    

service, the sermon was giving by Bishop Charles Bayard Mitchell, of the St. Paul Area 

(remember Wisconsin Methodists did not have a resident Bishop until 1944). The church has a 

large War Memorial stained glass window inscribed: “Donated by the Ladies Aid Society as a     

token of thankfulness to God for the boys who came back from the war of 1919.” 

 

Danbury UMC, 1956 
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The Rev. Barton  Padon began serving Danbury as part of the 

Danbury-Lewis charge in 1920.  The Rev. Rev. Padon and his 

wife Anne lived in the Danbury church basement as there was  no 

parsonage. “In addition to his pastoral duties that including   two 

outlying congregations, he was a carpenter and supervised the 

volunteers who build the parsonage. The Padons moved in,       

although the house was not finished because of lack of funds.”  

Anne Pardon is credited with organizing an Epworth and Junior 

League for young people in 1921. (Anne was also one of the few 

women to attain a local preacher’s license in the West Wisconsin 

Conference of the Methodist Church).  Interestingly, when the 

Revs. Charles and Lourinda Sanford were appointed to Danbury 

in 1964 (where they served until 1967), they became the first   

couple with full clergy rights serving in the Wisconsin             

Conference. Notably, they would officiate at the funeral of Anne 

Padon who is buried next to Barton in Danbury Cemetery in 1965.  

 

Enslin also writes that  many of the records of the church were  

destroyed in three separate fires.  However, “because of the great 

Depression, the drought years, and the reality of ‘the sand of the 

area that caused many farms to fail,’ times were difficult.        

Nevertheless, the small church maintained its mission in northwest Burnett County, and by   

individual and pastoral sacrifices, it continued to grow and serve the people of the area.”  He 

further noted that in 1921, the pastor received $225.37 as salary, a personal gift of $18.26, the 

Ladies Aid supplemented the salary by contributing $157.50 and a $25 stack of wood.  Total 

426.13. 

 

Music has played an essential part of the   ministry of 

the Danbury Church, with a large choir including 

young people as well as a  children’s choir. Finally, 

notice the bell. Its origin is unknown. An earlier      

parishioner remembers that in 1939 it would be rung 

15 minutes before Sunday School.  A picture in 1940 

does not show the unique “tower” crafted and        

constructed from fieldstone. “It now stands in front of 

the church where it continues to welcome people to 

worship, toll losses, and proclaim celebrations!” 

Rev. Barton and Anne Padon 

The Revs. Charles and Lourinda 
Sanford 

Danbury UMC 
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To our Church Building from the Grateful People who are Danbury United Methodist 

Church 

How many feet on your steps have trod?                                                                                                                
Lightly in youth, slower with age,                                                                                                                 
Up, up, up to the top!                                                                                                                                   
Through your wide door,                                                                                                                   
How many have trod?                                                                                                                         
How many feet on The Way? 

 

How many times has your church bell rung?                                                                                                 
Calling to worship, for healing, for grace?                                                                                                     
Out to the Township, bidding them, “Come,                                                                                                      
Through my wide door,                                                                                                                                  
All become One.”                                                                                                                                                    
How many called to this place?                                                                                                                       

 

How many vows have your old walls heard?                                                                         
Pledges and promises, solemn and sage.                                                                                           
Covenants spoken, intentions unfurled.                                                                                                
Through your wide door                                                                                                                        
And into the world.                                                                                                                                                
How many vows have been made? 

 

How many voices have blended in song?                                                                                                  
Offering to God their hymns of praise,                                                                                                      
Sending to Heaven for 100 years long,                                                                                             
Lessons of Life, Stories of Faith,                                                                                                                   
Up through the trees, up, up  to the Top.                                                                                                                           
How many  melodies raised?                                                                                                                         

 

How many saints in your midst were reborn?                                                                                             
Old ones shrouded, innocent babes                                                                                                          
Swaddled for Life on a brand new morn.                                                                                                           
Through the wide door, up, up to the Top.                                                                                            
Trustingly placed in the hands of God,                                                                                                        
How many souls on The Way? 

                                                                    —Barb Enslin                                                            
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Staver St. Peter’s UMC 

Celebrates 150th anniversary 

In 2019, Staver St. Peter’s UMC will  

celebrate its 150th Anniversary.  The 

church is located in Monroe County not 

far from the Illinois State line.  In the 

1850’s this area of Wisconsin was    

settled by German-speaking                

immigrants from Pennsylvania. Among 

them were members of the Evangelical 

Association who were served by circuit 

riders centered in Cedarville, IL. In 

1868, a series of revival meetings in 

the area was attended by Frederick 

Staver.  To facilitate the founding of a 

congregation he offered to donate land for a church and cemetery.  The congregation was 

formed in 1869, trustees elected, and the men of the church started building.  St. Peter’s 

was the chosen name.  In October of that 1869, Frederick Staver’s wife, Rebecca, died. He 

insisted that the funeral for his wife be held in the church even though construction was 

not completed.  So, the settlers brought their own chairs or benches and Rebecca’s         

funeral was the first service held in the church and she was the first soul interred in the 

cemetery. Frederick served as custodian for the first ten years and his six sons were active 

in the church so it’s easy to see how St. Peter’s became know locally as Staver’s Church.  

The Wisconsin Conference of the Evangelical Association was formed in 1858, but     

somehow the St. Peter’s congregation continued to be served by preachers from Illinois. It 

was not until 1923 that congregation voted to join the Wisconsin Conference and unite 

with the Zion Evangelical Church of Clarno.  St. Peter’s was another example of a small  

immigrant church who clung to their language and traditions. Members of St. Peter’s 

knelt for prayer long after that practice had been abandoned by “city churches”. They     

resisted including an organ in their services and the introduction of English sermons.    

Today, it continues to serve the surrounding rural community, a tribute to the religious 

legacy of those pioneers  settlers.  

 

Staver St. Peter’s UMC 
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BECOME AN ANGEL OF THE ARCHIVES—Donate to our  newly-

established support fund..  Your donation helps to support the many          

ministries of the Archives that cannot currently be fully funded from           

apportionments, such as the publication of Flashbacks,  the reopening           

of the Conference Museum, our local church historian training, our annual 

Archives/Heritage retreat, and the publication of a book on the historic Wisconsin UMC 

churches.   Help us as we work to preserve the history and special stories of our           

Wisconsin Annual Conference.  Send your donation to the Archives today! 

 

LOCAL CHURCH HISTORIES REQUEST: Please send us information about  

your local church history or special anniversary for preservation in the       

Archives and for publication in the next issue of  Flashbacks!  We will also 

print announcements of special services planned, or recently held by your 

church.  And please contact the Archives if we can help with compiling your church       

history or with celebrating an anniversary.  We are happy to help! 

 

 MUSEUM UPDATE: We are also looking forward to a reopening of our    

Conference Museum in Greenfield, WI.  We plan new interactive displays 

that will highlight the history of our denomination in Wisconsin.  Timelines 

from our history will frame the histories of the Methodist, Evangelical,     

United Brethren, and Evangelical United Brethren churches in Wisconsin, as well as the 

1968 merger that formed The United Methodist Church.  If you have any artifacts,      

memorabilia, mementoes, etc. from any aspect of our Conference’s past history that 

might be important for display in our Conference Museum, please contact the Archives at 

archives@wisconsinumc.org or 608-837-7328. 

 

JOIN OUR COMMISSION’S WORK:  Interested in serving on our            
Commission, or our Museum Committee, or becoming more involved with 
the work of the Conference Archives?  Contact  the Archives to learn more. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS &  NEWS 
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Flashbacks is a publication of the Wisconsin Conference  
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