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FALL PILGRIMAGE
	

PLEASANT RIDGE

The fall pilgrimage of the United
Methodist Historical Society will be at
Lancaster, Wisconsin on September 30.
The program will include a history of the
Lancaster United Methodist Church, a
Guided Tour of the Pleasant Ridge Exhibit
of the Cunningham Museum and a visit to
the Pleasant Ridge Site. This church was an
early United Brethren in Christ church. The
meetings will start at 10:00 A.M. Lunch is
$5.50. Make the check to : Lancaster United
Methodist Church. Send reservations to
Ms. Nancy Murdock, 1112 Arbor Oaks
Lane, Lancaster, WI 53813. The deadline is
September 20,2000.

The 200th anniversary of the
founding of the church of the United Brethren
in Christ is being celebrated this year. It is
fitting that the fall pilgrimage of the Historical
Society of the Wisconsin United Methodist
Church will recognize one of the
congregations in Wisconsin of that
denomination.

The Pleasant Ridge settlement holds
a number of interesting historical aspects.
The first is the integration of African
Americans and the white settlers in the
community. The earliest European settlers
in southwest Wisconsin were Yankees from
the east and south of the United States.
The earliest African Americans to immigrate
to this area were also from the eastern
seaboard. The two largest black
communities in Wisconsin were in
Cheyenne Valley in Vernon County and
Pleasant Ridge in the town of Beetown in
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Grant County.

The first African Americans to settle at
Pleasant Ridge was the Shepard family. In
1848, the William Homer family, a
Caucasian family, traveling by ox team,
brought their former slaves from Haymarket,
Warren County, Virginia. Charles and
Caroline Shepard brought their three
children: Harriet, John and Mary as well as
Isaac Shepard, Charles' brother. Sarah
Brown, not yet free from slavery, also
accompanied them. Isaac later returned to
Virginia and purchased her freedom and that
of her two children, for a thousand dollars. He
then married her although she was only
fourteen years old.'

A few years later, the Shepards
purchased land from Horner for $1.50 an
acre. The Shepards eventually had eleven
children, two of whom died in infancy. Their
son, Isaac, was the first black child born in
Grant County.

Charles Shepard and his son, John,
were among the first area volunteers to enlist
when Lincoln issued the order permitting
black participation in the Civil War. They
walked from Pleasant Ridge to Prairie du
Chien to be inducted into the union army.
Charles served with the Fiftieth U.S. Infantry
Regiment and was killed at Vicksburg. John
served with the Forty- second Infantry
Regiment and died at Cairo, Illinois of a
disease contracted while on his way home
to Pleasant Ridge. 2

The Grimes family was the second
black family to move to Grant County in
1861. They came with William Ross as his
former slaves. Mary Grimes, a widow,
came with her five children and several grand
children. Next came John and Lillie Smith
Greene and their five grown children. They
had made several unsuccessful attempts to
escape from slavery in St.Charles

' Zachary Cooper Black Settlers in Rural Wisconsin
(The State Historical Society in Wisconsin
Madison:1994) 21

2 Cooper 22

County, Missouri, and finally accomplished
the escape. In 1863, after walking many
miles, they were able to acquire a team of
horses and a wagon and drove to St. Louis.
From there they took a train to East
Dubuque and later traveled to Pleasant
Ridge.

At the end of the Civil War. a number
of African American families settled in the
community. These included Samuel Gladins
and Henry Richmond and his cousin
Romulus. By 1875, there were twenty-five
families at Pleasant Ridge. At its peak,
100 black people lived at Pleasant Ridge.

One of the primary goals of the
community was the building of the school.
By 1870, a log schoolhouse was built.
Boys and girls of both races attended the
school, the first integrated school in the
country.

Gradually, the you • people left the
area for education and g• • • jobs. The last
owner, Alice Green Lewis died in 1961 Ed.
Shepard. born at Beetown, lived to be 96
and died in 1946.

UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST

The first United Brethren Church in
Wisconsin was organized in the town of
Rutland in Dane County in 1840. In 1842,
James Davis of the Wabash Conference
was named missionary to Wisconsin and
began his ministry to Monroe. From 1844
until 1858 the Wisconsin mission was a part
of Illinois Conference. 3

In 1857, the General Conference
authorized a new Wisconsin Annual
Conference which met in 1858 at the
Rutland Church. This was also the year that
the United Brethren witness came to Grant
County. Meetings were held near
Fennimore, Platteville and Woodman
Township. The first services at Pleasant

3 William Blake  Cross and Flame in Wisconsin 
(Commission on Archives and History, Wisconsin
Conference,Sun Prairie, Wisconsin.1973) 67
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Ridge were conducted by an early circuit
rider.

Two congregations developed at
Pleasant Ridge: United Brethren and a
German Methodist Episcopal. Both groups
erected a building, one on either side of the
large valley next to the ridge. The UBC
building, on the south ridge was finished in
1884, The building was a one room
structure built of logs. 4 (This building no
longer exists but has been replicated at Old
World Wisconsin at Eagle.)

The growth of the UBC in Wisconsin
was most evident in the southwest part of
the state. By 1860, there were eight local
ministers, and thirty-one traveling ministers
working in thirty-two "fields of labor" serving
a total of 1885 members. The work was
done at 208 preaching places, and there
were five dedicated meetinghouses and
sixty-one Sabbath Schools in the state. 5

The theology and organization of the
UBC deserves a more lengthy discussion
than this paper can accomplish, but a few
observations may help. The denomination
originated among the German immigrants in
southeastern Pennsylvania and Maryland.
It resembled the organization of the
Methodist Episcopal Church and the
Evangelical Association. However, it relied
less on a central organization than did either
of those two denominations and "in practice
the church had little in the way of formal
infrastructure and relied on the doctrinal
interpretation upon the nominally educated
minister who preached loosely from the
basic Brethren Discipline, and their own
personal experience." Although often the
preachers were accepted into the
conference with very little education,
particularly theological education, they were
expected to follow a course of study for
further education.

Issues espoused by the church

4 Shawn Godwin  Pleasant Ridge(Unpublished
Manuscript, Old World Wisconsin 1998) 10
6 Godwin 13.
° Godwin p 12.

included denunciation of slavery, approval of
universal suffrage(Including women),
disapproval of tobacco and liquor. The two
most contentious issues were membership
in secret societies and lay representation to
conference. (Wisconsin lay delegates were
added to annual conference membership in
1882).

The issues came to a head in the
General Conference of 1889 when the
church was divided. The group denouncing
secret societies and lay representation
became the UBC, Old Constitution. But the
schism of the denomination came to
Wisconsin as well and in 1889, seven
pastors left to join the Old Constitution.
(Also called the Radical Church). The
Pleasant Ridge Congregation voted to join
the "Radical" 7 Group.

UNITED BRETHREN AT PLEASANT
RIDGE

Although the earliest circuit riders to
Pleasant Ridge have not been identified
one of the earliest UBC pastors assigned to
the congregation was David W.Smith, a
fiery and forthright preacher. His volatile
history presents a lively picture of these
early preachers. Smith was of English-
Canadian birth and emigrated to the United
States in 1862. He was given a license to
preach at the Wisconsin Conference of
1879, held in the Springhill Church, (Richland
County) Smith remained in the conference
the next twenty years. His first appointment
was the Marietta Mission in Crawford
County. UBC preachers (like Methodist
and Evangelical preachers) frequently
moved every year, and Smith had several
appointments until he was assigned in 1883
to Grant County in the Platte River Circuit
which included Pleasant Ridge.

The congregation had been
worshiping in the school house. The church
building was started in 1884 and completed
the next year. The congregation was
originally called the Flora Fountain UBC.
One acre of land was

7 Godwin p 30
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donated by Peter and Minnie Richmond. 8

The UBC required their preachers to
complete a three year course of study after
being admitted to the conference. Study
included Bible, church history, and theology
and ended with a mandatory essay on each
book read.° In 1882, Smith was found
delinquent in his studies but was allowed to
continue to preach. The next year,he was
again delinquent but in 1884, he had
completed his studies and was ordained n
elder.

Smith was a fiery and dynamic
speaker. He would rebuke sinners from the
pulpit, sometimes by name. he was a
good singer and led the altar call with a
hymn. He also very effectively, brought

people to Christ and into the church
membership.

But in 1887,he was in trouble again.,
This time because of a debt left at the
construction of church building. He
transferred to a charge in northern Wisconsin
but returned to Grant County in the 1890s.
In October 1888, his name was ordered
erased from the conference record.i°
However he continued to preach in Grant
County. At the time of the division of the
denomination,he left with the radical group.
He was the minister of several
congregations. In 1845, he was preaching
at a church in Elmdale. In 1894 the trustees
of the UBC Boice Creek nailed boards over
of the Elmdale Church in an effort to keep
him out.

PLEASANT RIDGE CHURCH
AT OLD WORLD WISCONSIN

8 Godwin p 17
9 J/ Bruce Behney and Paul H.

The History of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church (Nashville: ,1979)) 138 '° Godwin 32
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But the door was opened and he preached
to the congregation.

From the Pleasant Ridge
congregation came two African American
preachers. The first was Romulus
Richmond. He worked closely with Smith
and preached at other surrounding UBC and
Methodist meetings. In 1886, he
announced his decision to devote himself to
full-time ministry. The next year he moved
to Missouri and later to Iowa where he
continued to preach."

The UBC was among the first to
recognize women as preachers. In 1851,
Mrs. Lydia Sexton was given a license to
preach. In Wisconsin Jennie Hamass Hatch
was given a "permit to preach," In 1888 the
Wisconsin Annual Conference petitioned
General conference to "Admit women as
licentiates...and to be ordained."12 This was
approved by the General Conference in
1889

Minnie Richmond of the Pleasant
Ridge Church was one of the early women
preachers. She was the child of one of John
Greene's daughters and was the wife of
Peter Richmond.' 3 By the 1890s she
began to preach at Pleasant Ridge and
other churches . At the end of 1895, she
held a revival meeting at Burton. The
Richmonds moved to Burton in 1896 and
she worked there through 1898. She
continued to hold revival meetings in the
area. In October 1898, she attended the
Annual Conference of the Radical Church
and was assigned to a circuit near
Petersburg in Crawford County. IN 1903,
she moved to a charge near Madison,
Wisconsin

Gradually, the radical church dwindled
in Wisconsin. In 1913, the entire Wisconsin
conference merged with the Iowa

" Godwin 25

12 Ethan Larson The History of the United Brethren 
in Christ VVisconsinm1858 to1900 (Unpublished
manuscript,1996) 50
813 Godwin p 34

Conference. In 1921, a fierce windstorm
smashed the roof of the old log church at
Pleasant Ridge. The rest of the building

collapsed and was torn down in November
of that year.

All that remains of the congregation is
the cemetery on the ridge. It is well tended
and is dearly identified with an historical
marker. The Cunningham Museum in
Lancaster has a detailed exhibit of the
community.

Old World Wisconsin, one of the
sites of the State Historical Society. has
replicated the log church from Pleasant
Ridge. A small funeral building has a well-
documented display of the community.
Both buildings are adjacent to the replicated
cemetery. The exhibit is open during the
museum season. Once a year, the African
American community holds a special
celebration on the grounds of the old church.

################################

CONFERENCE
MUSEUM

The Wisconsin Conference Museum
has had an invigorating facelift. Thanks to the
gift left in the will of Leah Weiler, the building
has undergone extensive renovation. The
furnace was replaced and moved to the rear
of the building. Air conditioning was added
to help in the preservation of historical
artifacts. Electrical wiring has been replaced.
Inside walls and ceiling were repaired and
painted. New lighting fixtures were installed
but the original kerosene lamps remain near
the windows. The floors were stripped and
finished in a natural wood finish. The center
of the building has been left with the original
pews, the pulpit railing, a pump organ and
the old pulpit. The building can still be used
for worship services as it was in the original
building. Against the north and south walls
are cabinets and solid oak display boards
which will be used for revolving exhibits.

Two outstanding features of the
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building add to its attractiveness. On the
west wall, from floor to ceiling, a tree of
Methodism is displayed. The roots are in
German pietism and Wesleyan Methodism
while the flowering is the leafy branches of
the United Methodist Church. The painting
was done by Pattie Weber, a member of
Memorial UMC church.

Near the painting is the street organ
used by Rev. Augusto Guiliani of the
Evangelical Italian Mission. When
compressed, the organ is a two foot cube.
When opened it is a small reed organ with
foot pedals standing about four feet tall. The
organ has been restored and repaired by
John Shafer.

The museum is housed in the 142
year-old former Deutsche Evangelishe
Zions Kirche on the grounds of Memorial
UMC at 3450 S. 52nd Street in Greenfield.

The museum committee is looking for
people with skills, ideas, and knowledge to
help with the operation of this priceless
artifact, If you are interested you can
become part of either the administrative
team or the display team by contacting

Fred Surrett or	 Carol Hack
201 Church St	 7240 Horizon

Drive
Greendale,W1
53129

414-425-2505
e-mail

padre@chorus.	 clhack@aol.corn
net

The museum committee lost a
valuable member with the death on June 26
of Alonzo Robinson. Mr. Robinson gave
most valuable advice in the renovation of
the museum. His church membership was
with St.James UMC in Milwaukee, He was
also a member of the board of trustees of
the Wisconsin Conference of the UMC.

Mr.Robinson was the first African-
American registered architect in Wisconsin
and designed hundreds of buildings in the
Milwaukee area including the Vel Phillips

YWCA, Hillcrest Nursing home, the
Milwaukee Fire Department administration
building and numerous churches including
Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church.

IOWA HOSTS JURISDICTIONAL
CONFERENCE

The Northcentral Jurisdiction Archives
and History met from June 26-29, 2000 on
the campus of Iowa Wesleyan College in
Mount Pleasant, Iowa. The program began
with a banquet and opening worship service
held at the First UMC with Dr. Robert J.
Buckhart , administrative assistant to Bishop
Jordan, preaching.

An extensive bus tour of United
Methodist historical sites occupied most of
June 27. The first stop was to First UMC,
successor to Old Zion, in Burlington, Iowa.
Dr.William Ross,a physician , planted
Methodism in Burlington in April 1834. The
first minister was Barton Cartwright, a cousin
of Peter Cartwright. In 1835, the charge
was part of the Illinois conference. When the
legislative assembly building of the Iowa
Territory was destroyed by fire in 1837, the
assembly convened in the brick building of
Zion church. The Supreme Court of Iowa
also met in the building or several years.

The current congregation is a result of
a series of congregational mergers which
occupied several buildings. The current
building was completed in August, 1889,
although numerous alterations have occurred
since then. One of the rooms in the present
building is designated as a history room
where displays of historical items and
records give a colorful glimpse into
Methodism's past.

The bus tour included a stop at the
Long Creek UMC and The Cottonwood
Church. The latter is the oldest continuously
functioning United Brethren In Christ Church
west of the Mississippi. . It was organized in
1842 and is a General Conference Historic
Site and a State Historic Shrine.

On Wednesday, Jim Morris gave a

POBox 318
Brooklyn, WI.
53521
608-455-2151
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Fall Pilgrimage 2000
United Methodist Historical Society of Wisconsin

September 30th Lancaster UMC

Please join us in Lancaster to remember the
200th anniversary of the United Brethren
Church in America and the Pleasant Ridge
church of that denomination. While the
Pleasant ridge Church is unique as a rural
African-American congregation, it also serves as
a study of the rise and fall of the small county
church in Nineteenth century Wisconsin.

Rev. Romulus Richmond: Local Preacher
Helped Organize Pleasant Ridge Church

Pleasant Ridge, Built 1884

Gather at 10:00 A.M.
10:00-11:30 Business meeting
11:30-12:30 Lunch
12:30 Program

• History of Lancaster UMC Church
• Guided Tour of Pleasant Ridge Exhibt at

the Cunningham Museum
• Visit the Site of the Pleasant Ridge

Church

Lunch $5:50, (Make checks to Lancaster UMC) Send reservations to: Ms. Nancy Murdock, 1112 Arbor Oaks Lane,
Lancaster, WI 53813 (Deadline September 20, 2000)

.tp://www.wisconsinUMC Page 1 of 2
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presentation on "Red Bird Mission and
Iowa." Jim has just retired from thirteen
years of service, with eight of those as
conference superintendent of Red Bird
Missionary Conference in Kentucky. Jim
related the close ties with Iowa and Red
Bird, including the names of many members
of the Iowa Conference who served on the
Red Bird staff.

In the evening there was a
presentation of a Readers' theater,
"Sweetly, Tender and Kind: Circuit Riders,
Saints and a Sprinkling of Sinners." This
was written and performed of First United
Methodist Church, Newton, Iowa
Sesquicentennial in 1998.

The Commission will meet on July
9-12 ,2000 at the University of Evansville,
Evansville, Indiana. The theme is the
Bicentennial of Indiana Methodism

WISCONSIN SOCIETY HEARS
ITALIAN HISTORY

The United Methodist Historical
Society of the Wisconsin Conference met
on April 15, 2000 at Kenwood United
Methodist church in Milwaukee. Twenty
people were present. Sandy Kintner
membership secretary, reported that the
financial status of the society has improved
and that membership is up. Mary
Schroeder, archivist, announced that Bob
Gruetzamacher has organized computer
listing of pastors and congregations in
Wisconsin since 1924 of four conferences:
East Wisconsin Methodist/Methodist
Episcopal, West Wisconsin
Methodist/Methodist Episcopal,
Evangelical United Brethren and German
Methodist.

Ann Towel!, the new chairperson of
the Commission on Archives and History,
has attended the Conference Finance and
Administration meeting.$7000 has been
appropriated to the Commission. She
plans to show the video on historical
preservation produced by the General
Commission on Archives and History to six

or seven regional groups in the state.

The afternoon program was on the
work of the Evangelical Church among the
Italians was presented by the Rev.Tony
Farina.

HINTS FOR HISTORIANS

PREPARING PAPERS FOR STORAGE.

1.Remove extraneous materials: paper
clips, rubber bands, wrapping material, old
folders. If foreign material(such as pressed
flowers) must be saved, place it in a
separate enclosure.

2. Unfold and flatten papers wherever
possible without causing damage to the
folds. Remove letters from envelopes. If
the paper is brittle or inflexible, it may need
to be humidified before unfolding. Remove
surface soil with a soft brush.

3.1solate newsprint because it is highly acidic
and will stain adjacent paper. Newspaper
clippings can be replaced with photocopies
on alkaline paper or placed into a separate
envelope. Fax copies are similarly
unstable and should be reproduced or
isolated.

4. Note any badly damaged items. Place
them within individual folders and set them
aside for professional conservation
treatment. Do not undertake any "first aid"
unless you have received training and are
qualified to do so.

5. If it is necessary to place identifying
information on the object itself,use a no.2
pencil and write on the lower right margin.
Repeat the identification on storage folders
and envelopes in pencil or by typing.
Never use ball point or felt-tip pens that
might stain or bleed. Never apply labels
directly to a document or work of art;labels
are intended for boxes, folders and other
enclosures.

6. Label boxes with adequate information
about their contents.
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Taken from Gaylord Preservation Pathfinder
No.2 Gaylord Bros. Syracuse . New York,
1998

SWEDISH IMMIGRANTS BUILT
THE SIREN CHURCH

ON July 6, 1900, the Swedish
immigrants in northwest Wisconsin gathered
at the home of Charley Johnson with the
intent of organizing the Blanding Swedish
Methodist Episcopal Church. Two years
later, the name was changed to Siren
Methodist Episcopal. For many years, the
congregation worshiped in homes and in a
public hail., In 1909, plans were started of
building a church structure. The building was
dedicated in July 1913. In 1920, English
was introduced in the evening service while
Swedish was still used for the afternoons
service.

Numerous alterations and additions
have been made to the original building
including a basement and a fellowship hall.
A new sanctuary was built in 1960 and again
in 1994. When the old sanctuary was
demolished, the original stained glass
windows were all saved, reframed, and
incorporated into the architecture of the new
building. The center panels depicting Christ
own various settings from the original three
windows , were redesigned into one large
window now located over the altar. The
remaining six panels were formed into six
smaller windows which are now located on
the south wall of the new sanctuary. The
remaining stained glass was used in a frame
surrounding the 1932 "Christ in the Garden"
oil painting by Mrs. Kate Shorrocks, also in
the sanctuary. The brick bell tower was
completed in 1995 and houses the large
iron bell from t he original church. Now using
a new electric bell chime system, the old bell
is sounded each Sunday as it has for so
many years.

Siren has frequently been part of a
charge with nearby churches. At one time, it
was a four point charge with Grantsburg,
Danbury and Lewis. It was associated with
the Poskin Church for a short time.

Webster was added to the Circuit for
another period. in 1980, Siren and Lewis
became a two-point charge.

Longevity of service has been a
mark of the church. The Rev. James
Everson served as pastor for twenty-nine
years from 1935-1964. Walter Johnson
served as church treasurer for forty-six
years. Others have given lengthy service
such as Evelyn Wilson who served as
Ladies Aid president for twenty-five years
and twenty-two years as delegate to Annual
Conference.

A lively music program has
contributed to worship[ services. A youth
choir of five members was organized in
1954. Later the choir loft had to be added
because there were so many members
there was no room on the stage. The
Ladies Aid sewed forty-five choirrobes
which were dedicated by the Rev. Everson
and the Bishop. Rev. Munson (1928-35)
organized a string band.

The congregation has always had an
active women's organization. The earliest
entry in the combined income/expense
account book of the Swedish Methodist
Episcopal Church was dated June 17,1900.
On that date a contribution of $15.00 was
received from the women's organization,
indicating that the ladies were instrumental in
getting, the church started. The women
raised money for equipment,
improvements, and pastors' salaries. For
many years, they were responsible for
cleaning the church.

The church history gives an account o
unwelcome guests in the church: the bats.
they seemed to always make their
appearance at the most prestigious time
such as one of the church suppers, during
the church services, at a Christmas program,
on the back of a choir member's robe. At
time they joined the singing with their
squeaks. Pastor Ed Zager once stopped
a Christmas program to swat a flying
projectile. This was written before the new
building was built and there is no mention of
the bats in the new building.
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Material taken from the histories of the church
and additional material supplied by
Wally Nelson.

BERLIN CELEBRATES
150 YEARS

A Methodist Circuit Rider, Wesson
G Miller, came to Strong's Landing (Berlin) in
1846, seeking settlers with whom he might
share his contagious Christian faith before
there was a lone settler or a single cabin.
Although Nathan Strong, the founder of the
settlement, built a shanty, when Miller came,
he found no trace of human settlement.
One lone canoe, tied to the river bank,
provided a sort of primitive ferry.

In 1850, Dartford (Green Lake) was
added to the list of parishes in the Rock
River Conference (M.E.) and a local
preacher, Sephreus D. Bassenger was
secured to fill the post. After beginning his
work there, he made his way to Strong's
Landing and in September, conducted a
service in a small warehouse located on the
bank of the Fox River.

The first church building was put up in
1852 with pupils from the newly-organized
Sunday School helping to shingle it. When
the congregation outgrew this building, they
erected a new edifice in 1858.

During the Civil War years, German
speaking settlers began arriving in the
vicinity and in 1866, a brick stone building
was erected which housed the congregation
of Zion Evangelical Church. The activities of
Zion were carried on in German for many
years.

A new building for the Methodist
Congregation was built and consecrated in
May 1967. On January 7,1968, the
Methodist and the Evangelical United
Brethren congregations merged.

The sesquicentennial celebration was
held throughout the year 2000. On May
26, Bishop Sharon Rader preached at the
morning service. On April 2. Maxine

Brewer was honored for being the longest
continuous member, seventy-seven years.
A pictorial directory has been printed. On
October 8, former pastors have been
invited to share in the service.

Material taken from t he history of the church

EAU CLAIRE DRIVE-IN
CHURCH SERVICE

The enthusiasm of Mr.Clare Brill, then
Northwest Wisconsin District Lay Leader
was responsible for the beginning of a
unique out-door worship service in Eau
Claire which has continued for almost fifty
years. In his report to the church conference
in May 1955, Mr. Brill wrote, "The Master
never preached His Gospel in a church such
as we have today, but by the sea, by the
well, on the Mount- wherever the people
were. No Drive-In or perhaps Jesus would
have preached there".

His experiences with a drive-in church
service at an outdoor theater in Florida
motivated Mr. Brill to initiate a similar service
in Eat Claire. With the assistance of the
Men's Club and the support of the
Rev.M.O Smith the first service was held at
8 A.M. on June 13,1954. The Star-Dusk
Theater was located midway between Eau
Claire and Chippewa Falls on Co. Hwy, J
adjacent to State HWy.53. This was truly a
pioneer venture as it is uncertain whether
there is this type of service elsewhere in the
state.

Mr.Sheldon Grengs, theater owner,
made the facilities available to the
Methodists free of charge for Sunday
services. An employee, Mr.Bill Oestrich,
offered his help in opening and closing the
theater and operating the sound system.
Though not a Methodist, Mr.Oestrich was
there every Sunday for many years.

Worshipers could stay in their cars,
facing the screen and listen to the service on
their car speakers. Usually, the pastors of
Lake Street Church led the service which
was similar to the one at the church.
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Occasionally other pastors of the community
were invited to share the pulpit and
sometimes a lay liturgist participated.

Literally the gospel was preached
from the rooftop of the concession stand. A
worship center was provided through the
generosity of the church members.
Someone donated an organ, one man built
an altar and one family provided fresh
flowers every Sunday, A banner hung from
the roof stating:"Jesus, the Way, the Truth
and the Life." Sometimes the American
and Christian flags took their places on the
rooftop. The service lasted from 8 A.M. to
8:45. M. every Sunday, rain or shine. A tent
was available for worship leaders in case of
inclement weather and in the case of
unexpected rain, an umbrella provided
protection.

Various volunteers, usually from Lake
Street, served as organists. Three young
people from one family served for several
years. A number of soloists and other
musical groups, including the Eat Claire Male
Chorus, rendered special music and led in
the singing of hymns.

The men of the Lake Street United
Methodist Men's Club have been sponsors
of the project and have done the leg work
for the past forty-seven years. They are
greeters and ushers handing out bulletins,
taking up collections in plastic buckets and
on communion Sunday, furnishing small
bowls of bread and tiny plastic cups of
grape juice. Coffee and doughnuts served
before and after services make possible a
time of fellowship and a chance for visitors to
get acquainted. The loose offering helps to
defray the incidental expenses.

It is reported that the average
attendance that first year was 259 persons
per Sunday. Many person indicated that
the early hour, 8 A.M., had appeal for the.
Others liked the shorter 45- minute service.
Some persons attend the drive-in in lieu of
the regular services at the church for the
entire summer including some families from
other denominations. One pastor called this

the most ecumenical service in Eau Claire.

A news reporter once interviewed
worshipers asking why they attended the
Drive-In. Some said they couldn't sit up but
could lay down in a station wagon. Others
couldn't sit on wooden pews but were
comfortable in softer car seats. Others
couldn't stand crowds. Those who couldn't
hear the worship service in church could turn
up the volume in the car speakers. Parents
with tiny babies liked to come. A family with
a retarded child could worship together.
Many appreciate the informality as many
people feel if they go into a church they
must dress "properly". Here they could
be dressed for golf or fishing. The usher of
the day saw strange sights in cars - children
in pajamas, barefoot adults, unshaven men,
etc. Some cars had trailers of boats behind,
ready to take off for vacation spots.

The pastors often spoke about the
different worship setting. Several liked the
peaceful atmosphere with the different
sounds of nature, the wind, birds chirping
gave them a different feel. One Sunday, a
pastor was startled when group of crows
swooped down on the worship platform
and took off with the communion bread.
Another pastor said it was the only place
where he preached to headlights as well as
people. There were distractions different
from those encountered in church, such as
threat of rain, freight trains rumbling by, and
an occasional car horn accidentally bumped
by a child. Some found it disturbing not to
be able to make eye contact with the
audience or to hear the congregations'
responses.

The numbers attending the services
increased during the first ten years, and in a
peak year, which included fifteen Sundays,
the total attendance was 5362 with an
average of 357 persons per Sunday.
During many seasons, they averaged from
10 to 17 out of state cars. Someone said it
was a service for many faiths and many
states. In 1968, 75% of the attendance was
from the Lake Street Congregation. five
percent were travelers and twenty percent
from other Eau Claire Churches.
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In 1984, the Star-Dusk Theater

closed. Mr.Gene Grengs then made
available the Gemini outdoor theater,
located west of Eat Claire along Hwy 12
near Interstate 94. By this time the men
had built a platform from which the service
was conducted, Instead of live music, they
listened to tapes of a variety of Christian
country western and light rock. Artificial
flowers were used to decorate the worship
center. Because of the new location there
are fewer out-of-state visitors, The
remodeling of the Lake Street sanctuary and
addition of air conditioning has been a factor
in the decreasing numbers of attendance at
the Drive-In, IN 1999, the average
attendance was a little more than 100.
Some families however, still consider the
outdoor worship service their summer
worship experience and some have been
coming for a number of years. Several men
of the Methodist Men have been involved
with this project from Memorial Day to Labor
Day, almost since its inception .

The gospel is still preached out of
doors! It is a wonderful memorial tribute to
Clare Brill whose deep devotion to Christ
and whose life was a great Christian
testimony. The Drive-In service and the
lighted cross, which his family placed on top
of Lake Street Church, remain as memorials
to this fine Christian gentlemen.

Supplied by Margaret Gratz, Eat Claire

LIME RIDGE CELEBRATES
125 YEARS

The Lime Ridge Church was built in
the 1870s by a United Brethren
Congregation. Prior to that, services had
been held in a loghouse. Since then,
additions to the church included a kitchen, and
dining area. Stained glass windows replaced
the original windows.

Activities of the congregation include
a God's Acre Sale every fall, and a
Strawberry Supper in June. Joint worship
services with the neighboring Catholic church
are held on Thanksgiving and Ash
Wednesday.

The observance of the 125th
anniversary was held on August 6,200 with
a day long celebration of worship and
praise.

Submitted by Edna Hineman

GIBRALTAR
ANNIVERSARY

In 1875, the Reverend E. Rohde,
the pastor of the Emmanuel Evangelical
Church in Sister Bay, Door County, became
the first pastor at the Door County Mission..
The early pioneers in Gibraltar township of
German descent felt the need for place to
worship. George Reinhard gave one acre
of his farm for the building. His son,
George,a carpenter helped in the building.
The cornerstone was laid in the fall of 1904.

It was planned to dedicate Zion
Evangelical church on Easter Sunday,1906.
Sadly, George Reinhard,passed away on
Good Friday and was buried from the church
that was so large a part of his life.

Until 1918, all services were in
German. Under Reverend W.J.Abe,
Sunday School was in English. Services
were held on alternate Sundays. Morning
and after noon services were in German and
evening services in English. It wasn't until
1925, that services were entirely in English.

In 1919, the Emmanuel Church in
Sister Bay was struck by lightning nd
burned. The congregation there disbanded.
Sub sequently, Calvary Church of Egg
Harbor and Fish Creek Community became
a part of the circuit.

The first member of the congregation
to enter the ministry was Stephen Polster,
currently the district superintendent of the
Winnebago District.

Material supplied by Jeanne Desotelle
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From the editor:
Suggestions and submissions are

always welcome. I appreciated the material
sent by Margaret Gratz in this issue.

A friend suggested that I include
biographies of people who made a
difference to Wisconsin Methodism, both
those living and those who have gone
before. So here is the first entry.

ERMA ROMANIK
MISSIONARY,

FEMINIST,PIONEER

When I came back to Milwaukee in
1964, one of the first people I met was
Erma Romanik. I knew very few people in
Milwaukee, but Erma soon remedied that.
Within weeks, I was attending the Wesleyan
Service Guild, a group of energetic women,
who like myself was employed and found it
difficult to attend daytime meetings. Here I
met women of like interests and quickly
made friends, many of whom are still in my
circle of friends.

While we remember Erma's efforts in
the United Methodist Church, she was
deeply involved in United Nations activities,
the city's ethics Board, national missionary
activities and the Federation of Business and
Professional Women. These are only a
few of her interests and activities.

Erma was born in 1907 and when
she was two, her family moved to Colby,
Wisconsin and she grew up on a dairy farm.
After graduating as Colby Salutatorian she
moved to Milwaukee in 1924 where she
attended Spencerian Business College and
Marquette University.

She and her husband Carl owned
and operated two pharmacies in Milwaukee,
one at Downtown and another on E.
Burleigh Street. Carl was the pharmacist
and Erma was in charge of the soda
fountain, gifts, cards, newspapers and
bookkeeping, Two shelves behind the
counter held material from the Business and
Professional Women group, and she sent

letters and organized equal rights
strategy between customers.

She volunteered with the International
Institute of Wisconsin form 1945 until the
1980s and for more than a quarter century
was in charge of the Holiday Folk Fair's
American Pantry. She was a member of
the governor's St. Lawrence Seaway
Committee, chairwoman of the Milwaukee
United Nations Committee and the first
president of Milwaukee's Protestant
Business Women's Council . She served
on the city's ethics Board for seventeen
years.

Two passions dominated Erma's life;
equal rights for women and her church
commitments. For years she fought for the
passage of an equal rights amendment to
the U.S. Constitution.

"Women were not eat earning as
much s men, even though they were doing
the same job," she said. "That's an injustice
and a Christian issue."

Erma was a member of Central
United Methodist Church in Milwaukee since
1926. While she was employed, she
traveled around the world with he United
Methodist Church's Board of Missions. After
she retired from regular employment she
became a volunteer assistant administrator
and business manager at the Red Bird
Mission hospital at Beverly Kentucky.
Although her assignment was to keep the
books, she was invaluable to the hospital
administrations and made friends in the local
community. When she returned to
Milwaukee, she was a volunteer
bookkeeper at Northcott Neighborhood
House until she was 80. She had helped
to found Northcott years earlier.

Erma died on January 16,1999.
Services were held At Central UMC. She
gave much to all of us and to the church at
large.
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MEET THE MISSIONARY

CHOMINGWEN D.POND

Chomingwen Pond

Chomee's parents were both well
educated. Her father's career as an
archaeologist led him to the Gobi Desert by
way of China and Japan while the family
also accompanied him to Algeria and
Tunisia, and travels in Europe. Chomee
earned her undergraduate degree at Beloit
College and then spent two months on a
bicycle tour of Eastern France. After
college, employment included work at
Cargill Memorial Methodist Church in
Janesville and three years in Western
U.S.Army Special services.

Theological studies began at Perkins
School of theology in Dallas,Texas, while
church attendance was at Dexter Avenue
Baptist Church in Montgomery ,Alabama.
Next came some time at Garrett Seminary
in Evanston but also time with the South
Deering Methodist Church on the south side
of Chicago. She graduated from Garrett
with a Bachelor of Divinity Degree,the only
woman in her class. On return to Wisconsin,
she was granted Deacon Orders in 1962,
and Elder's Orders in 1964, the first woman
granted "Full Clergy rights" in Wisconsin
Methodism. She came back to Milwaukee
where her responsibilties included directing a
Parish School of religion for local church
leaders.

After a year at home,Chomee began
studies for a Ph,D, at Claremont Graduate
School in California. Several months were
spent teaching at Pyne Theological

School, a small AME School in
Wilberforce,Ohio, before returning to
Claremont. Study was interuppted while
she served s a pastor in Northwest
Wisconsin,among the Ojibwe people.
Finally in 1987, she returned to Claremont
where she received her Ph.D.

It was time, after her parents died, to
pursue her interest on work overseas. After
time at the Mission Resource Center in
Atlanta, she was assigned to Sierra
Leone,West Africa.

As she says, Freetown,Sierra Leone "was
something else." (How well I know,ED).
She was assigned to teach at the
Theological Hall and Church Training
Center,a major institution for educating church
leadership in Sierra Leone. 126 students
were enrolled at the school including
students enrolled in a three-year residential
program, a certificate program for students
employed during the day and a certificate in
Pastor studies for those living outside of
Frighten, Students came from a variety of
denominational background, including those
who had converted from traditional beliefs.

While teaching may have been
difficult, living condition were even more so.
Electricity was sporadic,the water supply
was unreliable, streets were riddled with pot
holes. The climate is tropical, hot and humid,
day and night.

The Rev.
Chomingwen Pond
recounts a life full
of study, travel,
ceiling-shattering
ministerial
experience and
devoted missionary
service. It is almost
shameful to cut it
down to the size
of this paper.
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Finally, the warfare which had been

raging in the interior of the country came to
Freetown. When a military coup
succeeded, the U.S.Embassy ordered all
American citizens to be evacuated. A
U.S.Air Force troop transport carried the
Americans to Dakar,Senegal, prior to the
journey back to he United States.

Returning to Sierra Leone was not
practical, so Chomee traveled to Africa
university in Zimbabwe, a part of the Faculty
of Theology. The university, located near
Mutare, is the first private university in
Zimbabwe.

.
It is also an international university with
students from all over Africa. While the
students from English speaking African
countries have their own variety of English,
other students come from French and
Portuguese speaking counties. Students
also bring huge varieties of African language
making the university a veritable tower of
Babel.

The university was just three years
old when Chomee arrived in March 1995.
Let me quote her own description.:

"The student body was growing a great
deal faster than the physical plant. So
we juggled classrooms. There was one
term when my class met in whatever
room was empty when you arrived.
The first ten minutes of the period
would be spent moving the needed
chairs from nearby rooms. Class size
ranged from six or eight in the

advanced courses of the Faculty of
Theology to over 100 in the Religion
courses taught to the Education
students. In the residence halls three
students were placed in each small
double room, and still a third of them
had to find other shelter in an area
where housing is extremely tight.
Funding which had been ample for 40
students, the beginning enrollment,
could not provide anywhere near the
same level of support for the 550
students enrolled when I left in 1998 to
retire. This made for considerable
frustration among those earlier students
who had expected the condition of their
first year to continue through
graduation. As in Sierra Leone,
textbooks were a problem. Virtually all
of them, in Religion, at least, had to be
imported,often from Britain or the U.S.
and that made them very expensive...

And yet, somehow the students got
educated, especially , those who were
highly motivated and able to work on
their own. Africa graduates are taking
leadership roles in their home countries
and making a positive contribution on
the continent."

Chomee felt that despite the
frustration, the experience was a rich one.
Both students and faculty were deeply
dedicated Christians.

Chomee has been back in
Wisconsin for several years. She enriches
all of our lives with her dedication, her
knowledge and her willingness to share her
experiences.
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