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HISTORICAL MUSEUM

The Historical Museum of the Wisconsin
Conference must be one of the best kept
secrets of the Conference. Although the
Museum has been an official entity of the
Conference since 1939, it seems that
few United Methodist members know
about it. Very few members have visited
it. So here is an invitation.

The United Methodist Museum is located
at 3450 South 52nd Street in Greenfield,
a suburb south of Milwaukee. It is directly
behind Memorial United Methodist
Church.

The building housing the Museum was
constructed in 1858. It is the second
building on this site. The first log building
was constructed for the first congregation
of the Evangelical Association in Wiscon-
sin. This was replaced by the current
cream city brick building.

Miss Leah Weiler, great-granddaughter of
Leonard Weiler, who bought the land
upon which the present museum now
stands in the 1840's, left a generous be-
quest to the museum at the time of her
death in 1987. Earnings from her gift,
combined with money budgeted by the
Wisconsin Conference of the United
Methodist Church, made possible the
year 2000 renovation, including new dis-
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play boards and cases. The Commission
on Archives and History creates and pro-
vides the displays.

The current display is depiction of the Na-
tive American United Methodist Church in
Wisconsin. There are colorful artifacts, as
well as historical information and numer-
ous photographs. This display will be in-
tact until the end of May, 2009.

Previous displays included United Meth-
odist Campgrounds, The African Ameri-
can Church, and the Korean Congrega-
tions.

A new display is being planned. It will fea-
ture the history of missionaries from Wis-
consin who have served the church. In-
formation about the new display will be
published in appropriate sources, includ-
ing Flashbacks.

The Museum can only be visited by ap-
pointment. If you would like to visit , call
one of these people:

Russ Mathers	 414-543-5177

Lois Olsen	 414-347-1745

Ann Towell	 262-251-3091



MEQUON

The interest in establishing a Methodist
congregation in Mequon came from two
men, Milton Gustafson and Homer Mun-
ger. They went with their idea to the Rev.
James M. Buxton, District Superintendent
of the Methodist Churches in the Milwau-
kee district. On January 25, 1947, the
Rev. Buxton met with a group of people
interested in establishing the congrega-
tion. Plans were made to find a meeting
place and to have a survey taken to see if
other people were interested. The survey
was carried out on March 9, 1947.

On August 24, during a church picnic, the
Rev. Buxton announced the gift of two
acres of land to the congregation from the
Board of Mission and Church Extension
of the Wisconsin Conference.

The first Sunday School class was
opened on October 12, 1947. The Phoe-
nix Chair Company gave one chair for
every one that had been purchased for
the use of the group. At the first meeting,
there were thirty-six people attending. In
six weeks, this had increased to fifty-five.

The Women's group held its first meeting
on November 7,1947.

Although there was no building, the
congregation continued to meet in the
homes of interested people. There was a
Thanksgiving get-together and a Christ-
mas program.

A building committee was appointed on
February 22, 1948. On March 7, the
group met at the Town Hall. Mr. Henry
Plunkett, the architect, presented his
plans. He gave the plans to the congre-
gation as his contribution. An April 4, the

first Quarterly Conference was held.
Palm Sunday and Easter Services were
observed. The Whitefish Bay congrega-
tion had donated a communion set.

The foundation of the new chapel was
laid in October and the first full time pas-
tor, the Rev. Alfred Hoad, was welcomed.
The cornerstone was laid on November
14, 1948.

Financial aid from the Wisconsin Confer-
ence Board of Mission was given until the
congregation was self-supporting. On
May 17, 1953. the original building was
paid for and the mortgage burned.

The congregation had no sooner burned
the mortgage when they realized the ac-
commodations for the Church School
were inadequate. An addition was de-
signed and completed on October 9,
1955.

In 1956, the Rev. Richard Hinkelman was
assigned to the Mequon and Cedarburg
congregations. Not until 1958, did the
congregation have a full time pastor. In
June, 1958, a parsonage was purchased.

The congregation soon realized that
larger facilities were would be needed. A
generous gift from Mrs. C. W. Wright
helped to purchase a ten acre sight.
Ground was broken in April, 1961. The
new building was of red brick with white
colonial trim. The first service was held
on March, 1962. A parsonage was
erected on the church site in 1969.

A college scholarship was established in
1970 which offered a maximum of $1000



3

a year to a student entering the first year
of college.

Numerous non-congregation functions
were held in the building. They included
junior kindergarten, space for the Girls
Club and the Scouts. The Ozaukee Per-
forming Arts Society held small drama
and music rhythm classes for pre-
schoolers.

On July 22, 1970, the Milwaukee District
Conference on Program and Strategy de-
cided to choose a congregation for the
"Suburban Ministry in Intensification Ef-
fort". By the fall of 1970, the Mequon
congregation as chosen.

John Montgomery was engaged to work
as an ecumenical youth worker. He
served as a volunteer under the United
Methodist Voluntary Service Program on
a subsistence basis of $50.00 a month,
plus minimal program expenses. Board
and room was provided by families in the
congregation. He saw his immediate
scope of relevance, working on recon-
ciliation between youth and adults and in
youth development through the commu-
nity. He was active in the confirmation
classes in the fall and winter of 1970 as
well as with older youth. He worked with
the ministers of other churches in Me-
quon. He was effective in bringing other
lay and clergy groups together. Out of
this came continuing weekly meeting of a
ministerial group in the community.

In November, 1970, the congregation met
in ten neighboring gatherings. A plan of
ministry was adopted which included four
areas : worship, study, care and mission.
The plan for worship included the devel-
opment of Lay Liturgists. The youth
group was involved with a retreat week

end with the youth of Menomonee Falls
and consequently were involved in as-
sisting, with painting and repairing
houses in the inner city. They spent a
weekend in Oneida where they helped
renovate a cemetery. In the spring of
1973, eight youths participated in weekly
six week experiment in cooperation with
the Brown Deer, Butler and Germantown
congregations. It was a Lenten experi-
ment which was both intense and rela-
tively successful. In the area of mis-
sions, the congregation provided support
for a missionary, Billie Jean Rydberg.

A major event for the congregation oc-
curred when the lay leader, G. Fred Gra-
ner addressed the General Conference.

United Methodist Women participated in
a series of informative programs including
presentations by AFS students and a
missionary from India. They also organ-
ized the church library.

The music ministry had six choirs, includ-
ing a Cherub choir which enrolled first
and second graders.

On September, 15 and 16th, 1973, the
congregation celebrated its 25th anniver-
sary. The speaker on Saturday evening
was Bishop Jesse DeWitt. The Sunday
morning service was led by the Pastor,
Willard Schulz, while the District Superin-
tendent, Winslow Wilson, preached.

On July 26. 1977. a fire in the building
completely destroyed the sanctuary. The
front of the building was entirely burned
and the nave was damaged by heat,
smoke and water. The Mequon Fire De-
partment responded to the emergency
and were joined by a unit from Thiensville
and several other areas. The fire had



been set in more than one place. The
main fire was started on the altar where
the marble top was crumbled by the
heat. The brass cross was twisted and
tarnished almost black. All the choir
pews, the piano and organ were de-
stroyed as well as the pulpit and lectern.

Eventually, it was discovered that the
person who set the fire had been in the
building for some time, lying on a pew. It
was a troubled teenage girl and this was
her cry for help.

A building committee was formed and
met several days later. It was decided to
hold the worship service in the down-
stairs hall which was not damaged. The
sanctuary would be rebuilt as well as
several other rooms. There would be an
electric chair-lift to several floors as well
as a new organ. The new building was
consecrated during the week of April 7 to
15, 1979.

The congregation continued to grow dur-
ing the building boom of the 1980s and
early 90s, when many young families
moved into the area. The Sunday
School was soon over crowded. Curtain
wall dividers had to be installed in the
Fellowship Hall to house the classes.
Two services were offered on Sunday.

In September, 1991, plans were made for
adding rooms to the building. It was pro-
posed to add four offices and ten class-
rooms as well as a four stop elevator. The
plans included a new roof for the existing
building and repair of the parking lot. In
November. 1992. the plans were ac-
cepted. 122 family units had pledged
$257.861.00. The ground breaking was
on April 28. The estimated cost was

$425.000. The consecration service for
the new building was October, 3, 1993.

In November, 1997. a Planning Commit-
tee set goals and objectives in the five
areas of buildings and rounds, steward-
ship, membership development, service
to the church family and service to others,
A capital campaign was successful in
paying off the loan to the Ozaukee Bank.
Additional staff as hired including an or-
ganist and minister of music, a part-time
Program Director and part-time Youth
Director. This position was later in-
creased to a full time position.

Activities for the youth during this time
included a mission trip to Appalachia and
Tennessee.

Other church-wide activities included
three adult groups and an all-church
road rally and an annual Gathering on the
Green.

The congregation has always had a
strong interest in missions. By 1976, they
helped in the settlement of two Vietnam-
ese refuge families. In 1978, they
adopted a village om Shivni, India. In
1979, they sponsored a Hmong family in
Milwaukee. When this family moved out
of town, they sponsored another Hmong
family in 1981, Locally, they have partici-
pated in interfaith blood drives, meals on
wheels, Thanksgiving meal donations,
Advocates for Battered Women, Ozaukee
Jail Literacy program, Family Sharing,
Ozaukee Council on Alcohol and Drug
Abuse, Inc. and the Ozaukee Cancer So-
ciety.

Through the Wisconsin Conference, the
congregation has contributed, among
other things, to Hunger Task Force, the



United Methodist Children's Service,
Crop Walk and the Bishop's Disaster Ap-
peal. They have also given to the after
school tutoring program at St. Andrew's
Episcopal Church and contributed hats,
scarfs and mittens to inner city children.
There have been contribution to Habitat
For Humanity and St. Francis Meat Site.
They helped with the renovation of the
apartments at the Transitional Living
Service.

Several members have worked as Volun-
teers in Mission in Alaska, Montana and
at the Chippewa Reservation in Bad
River, Wisconsin. The have been in-
volved in relief efforts in several states in
the United States after natural disasters.
Fred Gruner has gone with VIM trips to
Russia in 1993, '94, and '96. Other volun-
teers have gone to Belfast, Northern Ire-
land and to Texas.

The fiftieth anniversary was celebrated in
November, 1998.

The congregation continues its interest in
missions. Missionary speakers have pre-
sented the work of the church. Currently,
the congregation is supporting Gordon
Graner, a UMC missionary in Bolivia, and
his Rancho Project, also in Bolivia. A
Blanket Sunday is held each February.
Blankets are distributed to those in need.
Clothing and food are collected and dis-
tributed where needed.

Music continues to have a vital presence
in the congregation with five choirs con-
tributing to worship services.

The sixtieth anniversary of the congrega-
tion was recognized on October 12, 2008.
Music was presented by both the adult

choir and the youth choir. Several for-
mer pastors participated in the service.

Reminiscences of the past history were
included as a part of the service.

Material taken from the History of the
Mequon Church.

JURISDICTIONAL

ARCHIVES AND HISTORY

The North Central Jurisdiction of Ar-
chives and History will meet July 6-9 at
MacMurray College, Jacksonville, Illinois.

The topic for the meeting this year is
"Commemorating 200 Years of Lincoln,
Religion and Culture." Several interesting
trips are planned including a visit to an
Underground Railroad Site, and a trip to
Abraham Lincoln's tomb and the Presi-
dential Library and Museum. The
speaker at the banquet will present "Rev.
Jacques, Lincoln's Spy."

The cost of registration for the meeting is
$115.00 for the four days. Send the fee
to Lauretta Scheller, IGRC Archives,
MacMurray College, 447 E. College Ave.
Jacksonville, IL 62650. Hotel reserva-
tions can be made at the Holiday Inn,
217-245-6500 or at the Comfort Inn, 217-
245-8372. For further information, contact
Lauretta Scheller.

**************

O praise God for alt you have and trust
Him for all you want!!

Words of Wisdom from John
Wesley
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Just as a family traces its origins back
through the generations, so congrega-
tions often trace their history through a
series of congregations. At the time of
the uniting conference of EUB and Meth-
odist conferences in Wisconsin in 1969,
there were 574 congregations in Wis-
consin. When the Methodist Episcopal
Conference organized here in 1848, there
were 574 congregations in the state.
The Illinois Conference the Evangelical
Association had five charges in 1848,
However, each charge had a number of
regular preaching places. As was noted in
the previous Flashbacks, at the time of
the establishment of the United Brethren
in Christ, there was one station, three cir-
cuits, nine missions and 131 preaching
places.

It is helpful that in 1940,a survey of
United Brethren Churches in Wisconsin
was done by a group under the authority
of The Works Project Administration.
This thorough listing of charges and
congregations states that in 1860, there
were 288 charges in Wisconsin.

All of this is prelude to the complicated
and interesting history of the Viola United
Methodist church. The congregation has
thankfully provided an organizational
chart to help us with the complex history.
Although the earliest group to worship
was the Methodists in 1855, the first
group to organize as society was the
Hopewell United Brethren in Christ in
1858,
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HOPEWELL UNITED BRETHREN IN
CHRIST

The earliest settlers worshipped in
homes and then in the Bender School
house. It was named the Hopewell
Church because it was located on
Hopewell Ridge. The first building to be
erected was in 1890. It was dedicated on
February 2, of that year. It was a circuit
church as a part of the Boaz Circuit and
later of the West Lima Circuit. Later it ex-
isted as part of the Viroqua Mission and
then the Elk Creek and Richland circuit.
In 1930, it became part of the Viola Cir-
cuit. In 1953, the Hopewell Congregation
united with the Viola United Brethren
Congregation in Viola.

PLEASANT VIEW METHODIST
WEST LIMA UBC

United Methodist church..In 1983, the
original building was torn down and
burned.

VIOLA UBC.

The location of the present United Meth-
odist Church was in the first Congrega-
tional Church in Viola that was organized
in 1901. This church was closed and in
1941, the property was turned over to the
UBC. The Mound Park UBC congrega-
tion had begun as the Mound Park Chris-
tian Church, and having out grown the
building, bought the Congregational build-
ing. An addition was made to the building
and dedicated on October 17, 1954. The
Viola congregation was served along with
the Gillingham congregation.

The church building, erected in 1895, was
located on Ash Ridge. It was served by
pastors from the Viola Charge. The con-
gregation voted to close the church in
1961 and united with the Viola Methodist
Church. In 1965, the building was sold
and torn down.

SYLVAN UBC

This class was organized in 1888 by the
Rev. William Taylor. The first services
were held in an unused Baptist building.
In 1889, a building was erected. In 1949,
that building was raised and a basement
was made with other improvements to the
sanctuary and with new lighting fixtures.
At times, the congregation was part of the
Boaz Circuit. In 1968, the congregation
was yoked with the Evangelical United
Brethren Church in Viola. In 1969, the
original building was sold to the Sylvan
Cemetery Association. In 1976, a num-
ber of members united with the Viola

A class was organized in 1871. Services
were held in the school house until 1921
when a building was constructed. At vari-
ous time„ the congregation shared pas-
toral services with seventeen other con-
gregations. In 1933, the present West
Lima Circuit was formed with West Lima
and Ottervale..In 1991, this congregation
"Yoked" with the Viola UMC being
served by one pastor. In 2006, the pa-
rishioners voted to join the Viola Congre-
gation.

METHODIST CHURCH 

The first Methodist worship service was
held in 1855 in the home of Cyrus Turner.
Other classes were established in 1858-
1872. In 1872, the congregation was offi-
cially recognized as the Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Viola At that time, Viola
was part of a five church circuit. A build-
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ing was erected in 1876, In 1898, the
building was remodeled and an addition
built. A residence was purchased to be
used as a parsonage. Improvements
have been made to both buildings
through the years.

VIOLA PARISH 

10_1963, the EUB congregation and the
Methodists congregation were both lo-
cated in Viola and were served by one
pastor., After much discussion, it was
agreed to unite the two congregations.
The official merger was January, 1968.

For some time, services were held on
one of the two buildings on alternate
Sundays.

Throughout the period of unifying the two
churches, the congregation anticipated
some gifts designated in the Griffin Es-
tate. The estate designated that the
money was to be used for the parsonage
and church to the "Old Methodist "
Church.

Between 1985, to 1990, worship was
held in the EUB building while the Meth-
odist building was renovated. Improve-
ment included among other things, re-
placement of the roof, insulation siding
and new light fixtures. A ramp was added
to make it handicapped accessible. In
1996, a new parsonage was built.

Also in 1996, while services were being
held in the EUB building, it was deter-
mined that that building was unsafe as
the walls were "bowing out "at least
three inches making it fearful that the roof
would collapse. The congregation wor-
shipped at several sites in the area such
as the Kickapoo High School There was

a felt need to worship in a church build-
ing so the Pentecostal Church at Mound
Park allowed the UMC to worship there.
It was decided to tear down the main
EUB building, saving the Sunday School
room and construct a new sanctuary and
fellowship hall, all on the ground level.

In 1996, it seemed necessary to update
the parsonage. The EUB Parsonage had
been sold. The Griffin money was used
to purchase land and to build a new par-
sonage. Pastor Doris Clark and her fam-
ily moved into the new building in 1996.

A building fund was begun. The ground
breaking service was held September 28,
1997. The stained glass windows of the
old building were incorporated into the
new building as was the steeple. A round
stained glass window was removed from
the front of the "Old" Methodist church
building and placed over the entryway of
the new building. The original bell that
had been with the church since it was
built by the Congregational denomination
in 1904, was too heavy for the roof struc-
ture. A bier was designed, built and do-
nated. The 1600 pound bell sits on the
platform with the year 1998 engraved,
noting the year the building was rebuilt.
The new fellowship hall was ready for
Easter services in 1998. Although the
sanctuary was not finished, the first serv-
ices were held in it on May 31, 1998. The
formal dedication as held November 15,
1998.

At the time of the construction of the
United Methodist building, the "Old"
Methodist building was being used as a
Senior Citizen Meal site. In 2005. a tor-
nado occurred much damage to the
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building.. It was sold for $1.00 with the
stipulation that it be torn down.

The 150th anniversary of the origins of
the church was held on October 5, 2008

Material prepared By Naomi San-
ford and Daughter Rosemary Koch.

BOOKS

The Archives Department in Sun Prairie
now has a list of books that can be pur-
chased. They all relate specifically to
the history of the United Methodist
Church in Wisconsin. The titles are listed
as well as the current price. All prices in-
clude shipping.

1. William Blake. Cross and Flame in 
Wisconsin. The Story of United Metho-
dism in the Badger State. Worzalla Pub-
lishing Company, 1973

Hardcover $25.(Possibly $30 since many
are signed)

Soft Cover $20

2. Herman A. Block. Historical  Data.Wis-
consin Conference, Evangelical Associa-
tion. The Evangelical, Church. The
United Brethren Church. 1840-1969 Pub-
lished by Ken Cook Transnational, Mil-
waukee Wisconsin, 1971.	 Softcover
$15

Lois C. Olsen

3. Goodly Tents: a History of Camp
Meetings in Wisconsin, published by the
Commission on Archives and History,
Wisconsin Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church, 2002, Price
$10

4. Contentment is Great Gain: A Mission-
ary Midwife in Sierra Leone.  published
by Leone Press,. Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
1996.
Price $12.50.

5. All God's Children: a History of African
American Methodists.  published by Lois
C. Olsen, Milwaukee, WI.
Price $10.

6. Anthony J. Farina I Must. I Must. I 
Must: The Story of the Italian Evangelical 
Thurch in Wisconsin. Published by the
Wisconsin Commission on Archives and
History, 2008.
Price $10.

7. Sandy Kintner  Church Building 
Preacher: The Life of Rev. William Hein. 
Price $10.

All of these books can be ordered from:

Archives
Wisconsin Annual Conference
750 Windsor Street
P. 0. Box 620
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
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JANESVILLE ASBURY

The Asbury United Methodist Church of
Janesville as one of eight congregations
that were organized between 1952 and
1959 under the auspices of the Wiscon-
sin Board of Missions and Church exten-
sion. The president of the board at that
time was the Rev. James M. Buxton. The
other congregations were Kenosha
Wesley, Milwaukee Aldersgate, Green
Bay Bethany, West Allis Calvary.
Rothschild Highland, Brown Deer, and
Waukesha Chapel Hill. (Editor's note: Af-
ter fifty years, seven of these congrega-
tion are still thriving.)

At that time, in the Conference history,
Janesville was a part of the Watertown
District. Janesville had one Methodist
church, Cargill.

Janesville was a city in a period of ex-
pansion, with much construction in the
southwest area of the city across the
Rock River, toward the city of Beloit.
Cargill had long considered relocating
their church building where they might
have a larger physical plant and conven-
ient parking.

At the annual Conference in 1957, the
report to the Board of Missions included
several new projects such Beloit, Plain-
field, Janesville and others. The financial
report included sum of $2000 for the
Janesville project. Property was pur-
chased in Janesville on May 17. 1957.

In the fall of 1956. the Cargill congrega-
tion voted to relocate. Ground was bro-
ken on May 17,1959, the cornerstone
was laid on November 1, of that year, and
the new building was opened on January

8.1961. Bishop Ralph Taylor Alton conse-
crated the building.

In February, 1958. the Board Minutes of
the Cargill congregation reported on the
plans for a second congregation in
Janesville to be erected on the land pur-
chased in 1957. The report stated "There
are 66 families with a total of 138 mem-
bers who now belong to Cargill that live in
the area." They would given the choice to
join the new church or stay with Cargill,
but it would be their own choice. The Dis-
trict Superintendent asked the pastor to
mail questionnaires to those living in the
area of the new church. The Historian
records "So it was that Cargill Methodist
became the 'Mother Church' of the new
congregation. " The seed was planted .

From the church history
Not long after the Official Board

meeting, William A. Riggs (the Cargill
pastor) paid a late evening call upon
Cargill members, Lester and Virginia
Schumacher. They were an enthusiastic
young couple, active in the church. Their
pastor startled them with his request
that they assume the responsibility for
starting to organize the congregation for
the new mission church. This request
came as complete surprise to them; they
were happy at Cargill. However, with the
help of her sister and brother-in-law, the
project was started.

The first meeting was held on April 25 at
the Schumacher home. Possible con-
gregational meeting places were consid-
ered. The offer of the Teamsters Union
Hall for a meeting place was accepted.

Seventy-nine family in the area were con-
tacted for possible interest. Of these.
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three expressed no interest, one planned
to stay with Cargill, one was undecided
and there were a number who were ill of
had moved.

A student pastor had been selected.
The Board of Missions would provide
$2500 for pastoral fees and $1500 for
other needs and $500 to be provided by
the General Board. Cargill would give
another $500.

On June first, a meeting was held at Car-
gill. A piano had been donated. There
was a discussion about names of the new
congregation: Asbury, Epworth and Hope
were suggested. Asbury received the
most votes but the final decision was to
be made by the Conference.

The pastor at Cargill, the Rev. William
Riggs, reported on the progress of or-
ganizing the new mission church to the
Cargill Board on June 9th. There was a
discussion about the financial obligation
of those transferring their membership. It
was agreed that they would be asked to
bring their accounts up to day as of June
1, 1958.

The first evening service was held at the
Teamsters Hall on June 15, 1958.

Cargill noted the transfer of members on
June 19. 85 members were transferred.
Most all of those who made that move
were present on that day but those who
registered later used that transfer date.
On July 2, 1958, the congregation was
organized with the necessary officers
elected.

The congregation quickly became acti-
vated. A choir was organized, family

nights were held once a month with pot-
luck suppers and a program on Sunday
evenings. The pastor began a confirma-
tion class. A congregational newsletter
was started. The Sunday School began
classes. The Women's Society of Chris-
tian Services was organized on October
8. The quarterly Conference as held on
November 19, 1958. At this time the
building committee was selected . A par-
sonage was purchased in October,1959.

The building committee was diligent in
their search for an appropriate structure.
The ground breaking for the two storey
Fellowship Hall was held on October 2,
1960. The first services were held on
April 16,1961 and the consecration of the
new building on May 14. It was dedi-
cated on January 30. 1966. This, accord-
ing to Methodist doctrine, buildings were
consecrated when first put to use and
dedicated when free of debt.

The congregation grew rapidly. By Sep-
tember, 1963„ there was a need for two
services on Sunday. There was also need
for the construction of the sanctuary.

Arthur Jensen who, at the Quarterly Con-
ference March 8.1960. became a Certi-
fied Lay Speaker, now became a Li-
censed Local Preacher on September 17.
1961. He passed away on November 8,
1973. at the age of eighty years. He had
ministered to those in jail, convalescent
homes and in hospitals.

The ground breaking ceremony of the
new building was held on May 15,1966.
About 130 person attended the outdoor
activity in a pouring rain. The first service
was held on April 9, 1967.
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David Harsh served the congregation
from June 1965 until 1971. During his
ministry he made two trips to Bolivia. The
first trip was with his wife Ann, as a com-
bined vacation and to study the work of
the Methodist missions. In August and
September. 1969, a group of eleven high
school and college persons went on a
self-paid work trip to Bolivia where they
repaired tools, built fences, repaired
buildings and saw some beautiful coun-
try.

By May 1976, the membership had grown
to 573. A new parsonage was built in
June ,

Material taken form the history of
the congregation written by Beatrice West
Seitz.

In 2008. the congregation celebrated its
50th anniversary. Two celebrations were
held. The first was on June 22. The Rev.
Sam Royappa, the District Superinten-
dent, preached. After the worship serv-
ice there was an "Anniversary Voices"
program. A letter from Bishop Lee was
read. Present charter members were
recognized. Three former pastors were
present. An anniversary banner and quilt
were dedicated. The celebration ended
with a festive outdoor meal.

During the year, there were anniversary
displays depicting the history which in-
cluded an oral history video featuring the
charter members.

As is obvious from the worship bulletin of
that Sunday, this congregation is involved
in numerous community and church ac-
tivities, These included Habitat for Hu

manity, constructing buildings on two
sites. A Prairie restoration Project was
started on one acre of Asbury property in
the fall of 2005.  Other projects in the
community include Meals on Wheels,
Youth-led worship at Cedar Crest Retire-
ment Center. contributions to the home-
less shelter, a quilting and shawl ministry
and a mitten tree. Contributions are
made to the Nothing but Nets Fund and
Global AIDS Fund. Other projects that are
supported are Red Bird Mission, Heifer
International, Golden Cross and CROP
Walk. Apportionments are paid in full to
the Annual Conference.

The second anniversary celebration was
held on November 16. A new pictorial di-
rectory was distributed. There was a
dedication of a time capsule and the an-
niversary quilt

Taken from material supplied by the con-
gregation.

ONALASKA

The Onalaska United Methodist Church
was first organized with eleven Members.
June 29,1856. The first church building
was built in 1866 on North 4th St. At that
time it was a Methodist Episcopal
Church. In 1876, the first parsonage was
built. In 1890 it was sold and a new one
built. Major additions and renovation to
the white frame structure occurred in
1891, 1905. 1926. and the early 1950s

\Membership had increased to 123 by
1901. By 1905, the building was com-
pletely remodeled and rededicated.

In 1906 when the congregation cele-
brated it's 50th anniversary, it was debt
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free. A Jubilee meeting was held to burn
the mortgage.

By the 70th anniversary membership had
grown to 150 and by the 85th anniversary
in 1956, membership was 420.

In 1958, the need for additional educa-
tional space was very apparent. The ex-
isting personage was moved and a new
one built in 1959. Ground breaking for the
education building was held in May 1959
and completed and consecrated in
March, 1960.

Plans to build a new brick building began
in the early 1970s. The white frame build-
ing was replaced by a new brick building.
The first service was held January 9,
1972. Note: The church today is on ex-
actly the same spot as the first church
building was. By 1981, the year of the
125th anniversary, plans were in place to
connect the education building to the
sanctuary. That project was completed in
1985. Membership was 732 by 1987.

In 2002, the sanctuary was totally remod-
eled, It was turned 90 degrees so that the
front of the sanctuary now faces north
instead of east. Shortly after this remod-
eling, beautiful contemporary stained
glass windows were added to the front of
the sanctuary.

Membership in 2006 was 827. There are
currently two full-time Pastors and a part
time visitation pastor.

Onalaska United Methodist Church has
been served by fifty-five pastors over the
past 150 years. In recent years numerous

support staff have served in various min-
istry areas. It is the largest United Meth-
odist Church in the La Crosse Area. It
has a membership that has a good mix of
all age groups. It is very youth oriented
and offers a great variety of programs
and ministries for children and youth, e.g.
a Puppet ministry. Currently there are
about 26 small groups active in the con-
gregation, a wonderful music program
which includes a Chancel Choir, Praise
Team, a handbell Choir and a high school
Praise team. Worship services Sun-
day mornings attempt to meet the spiri-
tual needs of a diverse congregation so
both traditional and contemporary wor-
ship services are offered. Children and
youth Christian education as well as adult
studies on Sunday mornings are offered
and a very a active Wednesday
afternoon/evening youth program is well
attended by approximately 60-70- fifth
through eighth graders.

The Sesquicentennial Celebration was
held over a period for a year from June
2005 through June 25, 2006.

During this time there was an intergen-
erational "Penny Wars" challenge with all
monies collected going to support mis-
sions. Ten large water bottles were des-
ignated by the decade in which a person
was born so pennies and pocket change
could be collected that entire year.

Weekly historical snippets were in in-
cluded in church bulletins covering the
50 years of history.

In July of 2005 the Sesquicentennial All-
Church picnic was attended by approxi-
mately 150 people. A church directory
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was published as well as a church cook-
book.

The celebration worship service and
Banquet were held on June 25, 2006.
Bishop Linda Lee preached and District
Superintendent Nancy Moffett took part in
the service. Eight former pastors were
invited.

From material given by Dianne and Wes
Panzer, co-chairs, Onalaska UMC Ses-
quicentennial Committee.

GLEANINGS OF WHISPERING PINES

HISTORY

Written by Fred Brancel

"...On January 13, 1953, the West
Wisconsin Conference Camp Site Com-
mittee met at LaCrosse and recom-
mended the purchase of Whispering
Pines„ The proposal to the churches of
the Northern District, asking them to un-
derwrite the purchase...produced abun-
dant proof of the keen interest...As of
May 20, 1953, the churches have under-
written by cash and pledges... of
$24,000...with 20 charges still to report.
(From Whispering Pines proposed
Northern Camp leaflet.)

In September 1953, Whispering Pines
was purchased from Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Gwin for ...$30,000. A 40 x 40 winterized
lodge,(Now the director's residence) a
family house and three cabins...All fur-
nishings and eight good strip boats in-
cluded. Pennies for Pines Slogan was
adopted. Goal :100,000 pennies. October:
Picture take of 69,000 pennies in a pile.

1954 - First camping season. Over 600
men, women and children use the camp.
July 25, 1954, Camp consecrated by
Bishop Northcott. Over 1,000 person at-
tend.

Winter logging produces over 30,000 feet
of lumber to use or sell. 1956- Dedication
of dining hall.

The staff cabin, constructed largely by
volunteers from the New Richmond UM
Church was dedicated by Bishop DeWitt
on May 28, 1978 at the 25th Anniversary
celebration. The Pennies for Pontoon
slogan of that event provided Whispering
Pines with its first pontoon boat.

More recent building projects are Fern-
wood cabin converted to nature center in
1987, and the Adult Retreat Center com-
pleted in 1988. The retreat center was
made possible by a generous bequest
from Mamie (Mrs. Harold) Hanson,
Grantsburg, the salvaging of trees for
lumber and sale from the '83 windstorm,
and countless volunteers doing the con-
struction. The total cost of the retreat
center was about equal the original
Whispering Pines purchase price. The
multi-purpose machine/work shed was
relocated in '91. The dining hall moved to
the lodge in 1996, and the new office
building was built in 1998.

During Whispering Pines 50 years, there
have been at least ten resident caretak-
ers. In the first 25 years the caretak-
er(Manager) was responsible primarily for
property maintenance. For the past 25
years, the director-manager has also
been responsible for the program. Until
15 years ago, the program leadership
was provided by volunteers. In the past
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