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HSUMUC TO MEET IN
SOUTH DAKOTA

The 2008 Joint Convocation of the His-
torical Society of the United Methodist
Church and the North Central Jurisdic-
tion Commission on Archives and History
will be hosted by the Dakotas Conference
on July 7-10, 2008 on the campus of Da-
kota Wesleyan University, Mitchell, S.D.

Scheduled activities include opening wor-
ship with Bishop Deborah Lieder Kiesey,
presentation of research papers, and
business sessions for both organizations.

Tours are always included in the annual
gathering. This year's tours will feature
the George and Eleanor McGovern Li-
brary, which is Dakota Wesleyan Univer-
sity's new and academic and legacy li-
brary. It includes space for the Dakotas
Conference archives. Senator McGov-
ern, one of the featured speakers at the
Convocation, and the 1972 Democratic
candidate for President of the United
States, is a United Methodist, a Dakota
Wesleyan Alumnus and a former history
professor.

Other tours will include the Dakota Dis-
covery Museum which features the works
of Oscar Howe, Harvey Dunn, Charles
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Hargens, and Gutzon Borglum, best
known as the sculptor of South Dakota's
own Mount Rushmore.

To give a unique western flavor to the
Convocation, James McLaird, Dakota
Wesleyan history professor, will give a
presentation on "Calamity Jane and
Methodists." Tour stops will include the
Hansen Wheel and Wagon Shop, where
stagecoaches were built for the Wells
Fargo banks, and we will enjoy a buffalo
steak dinner and an old time Gospel sing
by the East of Westerville group.

For Information and registration, contact
Boyd A. Blumer at 601 Mitchell Blvd,
Mitchell SD 57301, by phone at 605-995-
1961, or by email at boblumer@dwu.edu 

Taken from the Historian's Digest, Febru-
ary 2008

*** ****** **************************************

2008 FALL

PILGRIMAGE
The tradition of a Fall Pilgrimage for
United Methodist Historians will be cele-
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brated again in 2008. The pilgrimage will
be held on Saturday, October 4.

This year the subject is the history of the
United Brethren In Christ Church in Wis-
consin. It is 150 years since the Wis-
consin Conference held its first session
on September 16, 1858. This first ses-
sions was held at the Rutland Church in
Dane County.

The morning meeting of the pilgrimage
will be held at the Oregon United Method-
ist Church starting at 10:00. Lunch will
be provided at noon. in the afternoon,
the meeting will move to the Rutland
Church and Cemetery.

***********************************************

In the year 2008, there are a number of
anniversaries in the United Methodist
church. The first is the 40th anniversary
of the union of the Evangelical United
Brethren and Methodist denominations.

It is the 100th anniversary of the organi-
zation of United Methodist Men.

In Wisconsin, it is the 150th Anniversary
of the organization of the United Brethren
in Christ Church.

In this issue of Flashbacks ,there will be a
representation of the EUB-=Methodist
merger and the origins of United Method-
ist Men. However,as many of you know
me, I will not neglect the United Brethren
but that will come in the August edition.
Editor

AN. ULTIMATE UNION

The United Methodist Church came into
being on April 23,1968, at a uniting con-
ference in Dallas,Texas. The union came
after 170 years of frequent courtship talks
between the three denominations. Es-
tablished dates for the three denomina-
tions in the United States are:

1784 Methodist Episcopal
1800 Evangelical Association
1800 United Brethren in Christ

Prior to their organization, both the Evan-
gelical and the United Brethren had close
associations with the Methodists. In fact
in both instances, there was great simi-
larities in church organization and creedal
beliefs. Probably the greatest problem
was the language. Both the Evangelical
and the United Brethren were established
in predominantly German communities
and the German language was the prin-
cipal means of communication. The
United Brethren were less strictly organ-
ized than the Methodists which became
an obstacle.

In November, 1946, at the First United
Brethren Church in Johnstown, Pennsyl-
vania, the Evangelical United Brethren
church came into being. The union came
"following thirteen years of persistent
prayers and patient efforts." 1

The new denominations had few differ-
ences. One of these was the ordination of
women which the United Brethren had
practiced since 1889. This was discon-

1 J Bruce Behney and Paul H. Eller The History of the Evangelical United Brethren Church. (Abing-
don, Nashville, 1979) p 357
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tinued with the union. There were many
similarities in creeds, and church organi-
zation. Both denominations had suffered
separation in the 1890s but had managed
to reunite in the 1920s.

Discussion of union of the EUBs and the
Methodists started almost immediately.

Jason Vickers, director of the Center for
Evangelical United Brethren Heritage at
United Theological Seminary has said
"that the EUB's willingness to merge
with a much larger denomination was a
testament to the unique character and
ethos. Humility was a core virtue among
the EUBs and they often underestimated
their own tradition. This humility has had
its drawbacks. The EUBs have been for-
gotten in part because of their steadfast
refusal to toot their own horn and to mar-
ket themselves. '2

Prior to the union in 1968, eight years
were spent in preparing the constitution
of the new organization. In 1966, the
constitution had been submitted to ses-
sions of the General Conferences of both
denominations.

One of the major differences of the two
groups was the size of the memberships.
The EUBs numbered fewer than one mil-
lion and the Methodist Church had more
than 10 million in the United States.

Another problem was the existence of the
Central Jurisdiction in the Methodist
Church. In 1939, when several Method-
ist churches had united, there was the
establishment of the five geographic ju-
risdictions and the Central Jurisdiction
which included African American confer-

ences and institutions. At the 1968 un-
ion, the Central Jurisdiction was to be
abolished although final dissolution did
not occur until 1972.

WISCONSIN

The Wisconsin Conference promptly
adopted the union to become the United
Methodist Church. The three groups that
had been established in Wisconsin were
as follows:

1848 Methodist Episcopal
1858 United Brethren in Christ
1856 Evangelical Association
1951 Evangelical United Brethren

The proposed plan of union was voted on
and approved in the three Wisconsin
Conferences in the 1967 sessions.
These were the West Wisconsin and East
Wisconsin of the Methodist Church and
the Evangelical United Brethren.

Preparation for the union had started in
1964, when a research director, Leslie
Smith, had been appointed to prepare
material. He worked with a Long Range
Planning Committee. By 1966. this com-
mittee had perfected guidelines for area
staff. Headquarters building was author-
ized, to be erected in Sun Prairie. This
building was completed in 1969 and the
staff moved into the new quarters in
January.

A plan of union was proposed. On June
3-6, 1969, the three conferences met at
the Baptist Assembly Grounds at Green
Lake. While there were joint sessions at
which the plan was proposed, each con-
ference met in separate session where

2 UMNS-WOEMN-NEWS@UMCGROUPSEMAIL,ORG
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action was taken. On June 6, each of the
conferences approved of the revised
plan. They adjourned to meet on Sep-
tember 19 and 20 at Lawrence University
Chapel, Appleton to formally unite into the
Wisconsin Conference of the United
Methodist Church;.

The officers of the three conferences
women's organization met in September,
1968 at Camp Lucerne. In April, 1969, the
groups met at Green Lake and the union
of the three organizations was adopted.
The actual union and celebration was
made at the First United Methodist
Church in Wausau on October 15,1969.

Material taken from  The Cross and Flame 
by William Blake

BEGINNING OF MEN'S

MINISTRY
The year 2008 marks the centennial of
the official launch of men's ministry in the
Methodist Episcopal Church.

However, there were Methodist men's or-
ganizations in the denomination prior to
the 1908 General Conference that offi-
cially created the Methodist Brotherhood.

In the late 19th Century, there were
groups of men organized under various
names including: the Brotherhood of St
Andrew, the Brotherhood of Andrew and
Philip, the Brotherhood of St. Paul and
the Mizpah Brotherhood named for an
ancient Israel town four miles northwest
of Jerusalem. This was later changed to
the Wesley Brotherhood.

In March, 1908, representatives of the
two largest organizations met and formed
the Methodist Brotherhood, an organiza-
tion designed to include men's ministry
groups in some 1,600 congregations
across the denomination. Later in 1908,
the General Conference officially author-
ized the newly formed Methodist Broth-
erhood. The Constitution created nine
administrative positions and four commit-
tees.

In 1906, bishops of the United Brethren in
Christ appointed a committee to consider
the formation of a men's organization for
the denomination. In 1906, the General
Conference created the Otterbein Broth-
erhood, named in honor of Philip Otter-
bein, founder of the denomination. The
conference created the brotherhood to
"challenge every man to appreciate what
is his responsibility as a Christian and
then quicken him to fulfill that obligation."

The Albright Brotherhood of the Evangeli-
cal Association was organized in 1931.

Various organizations were formed
through th years. In 1956, there were
10,000 chartered groups . A series of
Congresses were held, the first in 1953
followed by additional meetings every
four years, at Purdue University.

In 1997, the General Conference ap-
proved the creation of the General Com-
mission of United Methodist Men. A 23-
member Board of Directors was estab-
lished to oversee the work of the Com-
mission. The organizational meeting was
held in Nashville, TN September 12-15,
1996. Bishop Raymond Howen of San
Antonio Texas was elected President. At
the closing worship service,The Rev. Ter-
rence Hayes challenged the men to share
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the ministry God has given them. "He
challenged the Commission members to
be open to the movement of God's Holy
Spirit, as on the day of Pentecost, to re-
move all things that may be holding men
back from being and doing all God in
Christ has called them to be and do."

Dr. Joseph Harris was elected general
secretary of the new commission.
In 2005, the National Gathering was held
at Purdue University with 2,200 present.
The Commission signed a covenant with
Big/Brothers/Big Sisters. There are 5,330
chartered groups, 8, 064 members. In
2006, the Commission moved into new
offices on Nashville's music row. The first
training session was held for Men's min-
istry Specialists.

The organization has reprinted the World
War II Book, Strength for Service to God
and Country (SFS). In 2006, 250,000 of
these books were in print and were dis-
tributed mostly to military service person-
nel.
Information taken from the General
Commission WEb site.

THE GRAND CHURCH
ON GRAND AVENUE

In 1857, DIE Evangelishe Gemeinschaft
was organized in the village of Port

Washington. This church of the Evangeli-
cal Association, prospered and grew until
150 years later, in 2007, the congrega-

tion joyously celebrated the 150th anni-
versary,

As usually happened, the earliest serv-
ices were held in homes and then in a
school house. Th first building was a brick
building, erected in 1862.

The first preacher to hold services in Port
Washington was Rev. J. G. Miller. He
was appointed by the illinois Conference
to serve the Winnebago Mission. His
field of labor extended from the Meno-
monee Falls Circuit, north through Wash-
ington, Dodge, Fond du Lac, Winnebago,
Calumet, Outagamie, Waupaca and
Shawno counties. From Calumet
County, he made a missionary journey to
Green Bay, Two Rivers, Sheboygan and
also Port Washington. Here in 1846, he
preached the first Protestant sermon ever
preached in the German language in Port
Washington.

In 1853 the ministers, Christian Lintner
and Oswald Ragatz, came from Meno-
monee Falls and made Port Washington
a regular appointment. It was during that
year also that the first souls were led to
Christ. They were the Nehf brothers and
their wives. Twenty souls were led to
Christ during these meetings and became
the nucleus of the congregation. The
Nehf brothers had come from Wuertem-
berg, German in 1843.

The formal organization of the church oc-
curred in 1857, under the ministry of the
Rev. Henry Huelster, who served the
church from Sheboygan. During his min-
istry, a wonderful revival took place, at
which forty souls were converted and
joined the church.

In 1856. the work in Wisconsin had grown
to such an extent that it was deemed ad-
visable to separate from the Illinois Con-
ference. That year, the Wisconsin
Conference came into being with the first
conference held at Helenville near Jeffer-
son. Many of the churches were served
by circuit riders which meant that some
preaching places were visited only a few
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times a year. For a number of years, the
Port Washington church was shifted back
and forth between the Sheboygan Circuit
and the Menomonee Falls Circuit. This
continued until 1884.

Because of transportation difficulties,
preaching classes were started in various
parts of Ozaukee and Washington Coun-
ties. The Eimermann family lived near
Highway 57. This later became known as
the Maechtle class. There was a Rintel-
mann class and a class at Cedarburg,
The class at Jackson remained active un-
til 1906. Preaching services were also
conducted at Port Ulao and Bank's
School house, Lakefield.

The first building was small brick building
erected in 1862. The building was sold iin
1904.

On August 18, 1865, the church was in-
corporated. This date is also the date of
the first trustee meeting. The record book
was used until 1959.

In 1899 an acre of land was purchased
on Grand Avenue. The site was unusual
in that the north side, facing Grand Ave-
nue was more than 12 feet below the
level of the street. The rear or south side
of the lot was a high gravel hill. The
church building was constructed in 1900.
Gravel from the hill was hauled to fill up
the front yard.

In 1903. Rev. Kern was appointed to the
local church and the class at Jackson.
Due to the fact that his wife had recently
passed away leaving three-year-old Lo-
renz, who was living in the Christian Epp
family in Sheboygan, he asked permis-
sion for the Epp family to live with him at
Port Washington. This request was hap-

pily granted. It was this church that rec-
ommended Bishop George Epp ,the son
of the family, to the Christian ministry.

In 1932, the congregation celebrated its
74th anniversary. A building fund was es-
tablished and grew enough to provide for
the equipping the kitchen and fellowship
hall in the basement of the church. At this
time, the congregation had a four-week
revival service.

During the pastoral service of Rev.
George Nickell, there were a series of
physical renovations, including new roof-
ing and a hardwood floor in the sanctu-
ary.

At the Centennial celebration in 1957,
Bishop Harold Henninger, Bishop George
Epp and District Superintendent John
Bartel were guest speakers.

An enlarged educational unit was erected
in 1959. It was also indicated that there
was need for a new sanctuary. Ground
was broken May 22,1966. The first serv-
ice was held on April 23,1967. In 1976, it
was decided to replace the parsonage
and a house was purchased on Fairview
Drive.

At the time of the razing of the old build-
ing, the congregation could not afford a
tower for the church bell. It was stored in
a barn until plans were made for the
tower. The tower was dedicated during
the 125th anniversary celebration in
1982.

On the night of March 11, 1984, a fire
broke out in a recessed light fixture. The
fire and heavy smoke caused $180,000
damage to the narthex, back wall of the
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sanctuary and balcony floor. The beautiful
stained glass sanctuary windows were
not damaged but three smaller windows
were damaged in the narthex area.
Work to clean and repair the damage be-
gan immediately and on April 2, 1984.
worship was resumed in the sanctuary.

In 1966. the congregation purchased the
Shell Oil building immediately east to the
church. The building was retained as
rental property. In 1988, the Port Wash-
ington Fire Department burned these
building as a training exercise. The prop-
erty was developed for parking space.

YOUTH WORK
THe Young People's Alliance was organ-
ized in 1896. Regular Sunday night serv-
ices were held. There were prayer and
testimony meetings, a question box, de-
bates and literary programs. Dues were
five cents a month. Two years later, a
program of missionary contributions was
established and continued through the
history of the Young People's Work.

In 1909. the missionary treasurer re-
ported $68.38 in the treasury. The Wis-
consin Conference was at the time,
sponsoring the Northland Mission, lo-
cated in the Butternut area. This was the
Home Mission to which the Alliance con-
tributed regularly. They also contributed
to the Lomira Campgrounds project and
to the Science Hall at North Central Col-
lege in Naperville, Illinois.

Delegates were regularly sent to both
State and District Conventions. The cost
of sending a delegate to Lomira in those
days of tent lodging was $2.80. In 1912, it
was deemed necessary to make the Ian

guage change due to the fact that there
were members who did not understand
the German language. A new constitu-
tion was written.

In 1922, the name of the youth associa-
tion was the Evangelical League of Chris-
tian Endeavor. This functioned until De-
cember,1930, when for lack of interest,
the organization suffered demise.

The Youth Fellowship functioned during
the 1950s and 1960s. Since the 1990s,
the group has been called the 505 club.
This group still carries on the work for
missions as well as participating in wor-
ship services.

WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS
The Ladies Aid was organized in 1900
with twenty-four members. The women
took responsibility for paying off the
church indebtedness as well as renova-
tion within the sanctuary. They also kept
the parsonage in good repair. They con-
tributed to missions, including the Flat
Rock Orphanage in Ohio and the Italian
Mission in Milwaukee.

The Women's Missionary Society was
organized in 1921. The primary purpose
was mission study and raising funds.

These two organizations were united in
1928. The organization continued to
stress the importance of reading pertinent
books, and of course, continued to sup-
port missions financially and in prayer.

The society dissolved in the late 1980s
although one circle continued to meet.
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In 2003. a strong need was felt for fellow-
ship among church women and a group
called the Awesome Women was organ-
ized. They meet four times a year, one of
which is a retreat weekend.

FAMILY ACTIVITY CENTER.

On June, 1993, a restaurant situated on
the west side of the church was offered
for sale and was purchased by the con-
gregation. The building was dedicated on
October 19,1997. and named the Family
Activity Center. Three days a week the
building was also used by the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation until May
2007.

The congregation continues a strong in-
terest in missions, including Northcott in
Milwaukee, Paul Webster in Zambia, and
Kentucky Red Bird Mission.

A final mission statement is included in
the end of the thorough and well done
history of Grand Avenue Church. It
States:

By the grace of God we seek to love God
And to serve humanity as Christ did.

The 150th anniversary of the church was
held on October 14, 2007. The afternoon
service included scripture read in both
German and English. Bishop Linda Lee
preached the sermon for the occasion.

Material from the history of the church
written by Marguerite Veh Lueptow

WAUWATOSA

AVENUE
J Lackenbie, a circuit rider started holding
services with a small group of settlers in
various farm homes in Wauwatosa. As
the group grew larger, they were incorpo

rated as the First Methodist Church of
Wauwatosa on May 22,1848. This hap-
pened one week before Wisconsin was
admitted to the Union and two months
before the organizing meeting of the Wis-
consin Conference of he Methodist Epis-
copal Church on July 12, 1848.

A year later, the first pastor was assigned,
the Rev. S. Merrill. The first services were
held in the local school house. In 1868,
the congregation bought a half acre of
land on the north side of the hill opposite
Root Common, the site of the present
church. The cream brick was laid by Ed-
win Johnson of North Greenfield (West
Allis) a brick layer by trade. He contrib
uted much of the work as his own free-
will offering.

In the spring of 1879, the building was
dedicated. The original building had an
odd-looking, extremely narrow steeple
which the visitors started calling the
"Methodist toothpick." At the dedication,
Edward Hyde, a member of the First
Methodist Church of Milwaukee, pro-
posed that a " respectable" steeple
should be built to crown the building. He
gave a substantial contribution to get a
fund started. The new steeple was in-
stalled the next year. The present
church no long has a steeple but fea
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tures a Gothic style tower, that displays
an illuminated Cross and Flame.

A Sunday School was started in 1871 and
by the end of that year, ninety-eight pupils
had enrolled.

A parsonage was built to the north of the
church in 1877 and a barn for the minis-
ter's horse and buggy. The pastor
served a number of other congregations:
North Greenfield which became West Al
lis First, Brookfield and North Granfield.
At one point, West Granfield was at-
tached to the charge.

The village became a city in 1897 and
grades were established which necessi-
tate grading the street in front of the
church, consequently lowering the lot and
the parsonage, dropping them fifteen
feet. Sewer and water were put in and in
the early 1900s, electricity was installed.
The horse and buggy shed was torn
down.

A small mission in Graystone Park, the
area near and east of N 68th and West
Wisconsin Avenue, was established as
Moss Memorial Mission and was served
for several years by the Wauwatosa pas-
tor.

On May 25,1919, the building was de-
stroyed by fire. That afternoon, the official
board met and began to plan the new
building. The Masons offered the use of
their building for services which were
held there until April 1921. By that time,
the basement rooms of the new church
were ready to use. The new building was
of lannon stone in a Gothic style like the
old church. The new church was dedi-
cated in November, 1923.

The burden of debt incurred was carried
unto December, 1942. when under the
inspiring leadership of the Rev. C. W.
Heywood, the debt was wiped out. An-
other accomplishment of Rev. Heywood
was the increase in membership which
stood at 800 upon his retirement. The
organ that was installed was Moler organ
that had been used in the Stratford Thea-
tre in Chicago.

Dr. Francis and Alice Kearns came to
Wauwatosa in 1945. By 1946. the con-
gregation had grown to the extent that an
associate pastor to help with the work
was hired. The parsonage south of the
church was purchased and the old par-
sonage became the Parish House to
provide room for toddlers and nursery.
The upstairs provided an apartment for
the caretakers.

The growth in membership necessitated
a building expansion program in three
steps:

1949 addition for more office
space and Sunday School rooms

1953 The Sanctuary was length-
ened and some windows installed

1957. The chapel, Wesley Hall
and additional Sunday Schoolrooms.

To make room for these last projects the
parish house was torn down. By 1955,
three ordained ministers led and carried
out the work for the growing congregation
that numbered 2500.

In 1964, Dr. Kearns left the congrega-
tion,after he was elected bishop. In 1949,
he was assigned to the Ohio Conference.

Harold Weaver and his Wife, Dorothy,
were the next to serve the congregation.
In 1974, the Rev. Perry Saito, an Asian
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American pastor became active in affairs
that affected minorities and Asian Ameri-
can in particular.

Since 2000, Wauwatosa Avenue has led
and cosponsored the erection of eight
Habitat for Humanity houses. In the
community, the congregation provides
food for meal programs, coordinates
blood drives, organizes a mitten tree and
provides clothing for people in need.
The congregation supports Paul Webster,
a United Methodist missionary in Zambia.

Material provided by Margaret Harvey

BITS AND PIECES
Some of our aspiring authors have been
writing about the history of the United
Methodist church in Wisconsin. So far,
none of the three books are available in
book stores, but you can contact the
author.

1. THE LIFE OF REV. WILLIAM HEIN,
(1854-1923) written by Sandy Kintner.
The Hein family left Germany in 1857,
when William was two yeas old. The fam-
ily settled in Wisconsin, eventually in
Deerfield Township,

Hein was an ordained minister in the
German Methodist Episcopal Church and
served churches in several conferences.

2. ALL GOD'S CHILDREN written by
Lois Olsen. Although the book includes
history of African Americans in the Meth-
odist Church, it is principally a description
of those churches in Wisconsin and in-
cludes several institutions such as North-
cott Neighborhood House.

3. "I MUST, I MUST, I MUST' written by
he Rev. Anthony J. Farina. This book is a
history of the work of the Evangelical
Church among the Italians in Wisconsin.
It is currently being published and should
be available at the time of Annual Con-
ference.

Also note that Yearly subscription to
Flashbacks is $10.00 Please send re-
mittance to Sandy Kintner,

As editor of Flashbacks, I am always in-
terested in church histories, congrega-
tional activities as well as the lives of out-
standing members of the conference. My
address is listed on the back of Flash-
backs.

CONFERENCE ARCHIVES

There is a wealth of information about the
history of the United Methodist Church in
the conference Archives in Sun Prairie.
The archives are open on Thursday
morning from 8 A.M. until noon. How-
ever, arrangements can be made for use
at other times. The telephone number is
toll free; 888-240-7328 The e- mail ad-
dress is archives@wiconsinumc.org .

AUSTIN

APPOINTMENT
When the first emigrants arrived in the
northwest corner of Jefferson Township in
Green County, fingers of prairie extended
into the Richland Timber, creating an
ideal area for settlement. It was drained
by tributaries of that stream which the lo-
cal radio station has extolled as the
"Mighty Richland." While the area re-
mained part of the Michigan territory, after
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Illinois became state in 1861, only mining
claims were leased not sold. The War
Department allowed resident to plow only
one and half acres tp raise crops, just
enough for subsistence.

The earliest volume of Green County His-
tory, written by Dr. Helen Bingham was
published in 1877, relates that two major
Indian trails, which were worn nearly a
foot long, intersected the groves of trees
about two miles north of the state line.
Some winters upward of two hundred
Indians camped there.

John Chadwick and Thomas Woodle reg-
istered land across the northern boundary
from Sylvester in 1836. Services were
held occasionally in 1837-39 in Joseph
Woodle's cabin by a missionary from Illi-
nois, the Rev. Shunk. The first school
house in Sylvester township was a log
building. The teacher from 1839 to 1840
was Wm. C. Green who later became
the first Green County Superintendent of
Schools. It was in this building that the
Methodists met to worship

In Clarno Township, the Rev. Daniel Har-
court preached the first sermon at a
service held in Matthew Well' s cabin in
1836. The first Methodist Episcopal
Campmeeting was held in Jefferson
Township in 1841. Later services were
held in Harcourt's home. Many didn't like
Harcourt's harangues any better than his
medical cares and pronunced it "Hair-
court." "Dr." Harcourt had no medical
trainng but had done a few experiments.

In 1850, in all of Jefferson Township,
there were only 117 families, a total popu-
lation of 692 persons, but there were
three Methodist Episcopal buildings.

After Wisconsin became a state in 1848,
the legislature provided for local elections
and the organization of public school dis-
tricts. The first election in Jefferson was
held on April 3, 1949. Two men were
elected judges. One of them was Garrett
R. Patton, the first pastor to conduct
services west of the river in Albany which
he held in the little log school house in
1847.

The voters of the first meeting determined
that fences, to be lawful, must be four
feet high, locked or stacked and ridered.
All cracks under the fourth rails should
not exceed five inches. At the 1854
meeting, they voted to raise $141 for the
poor plus $16.45 for the poor "in a certain
school district".

For the first time, the town meeting was
held in the Richland School house in April
1855. An interesting action at this meet-
ing was the creation of an indenture to
bind Eliza Margaret Kemmer (Likely
Clemmer( who would be four year old,
24 July 1855, to Christian Shobar( Mill-
wright from Switzerland) to learn the art
of keeping house, to serve him until she
was eighteen years old or was married. It
defined all the ways she was to serve
him. Then it defined his responsibilities:
to provide for and clothe her in sickness
and in health, to school her to read and
write, to provide her with a new Bible and
at age eighteen or when she married, to
furnish her with a good cow, good bed-
ding, good bureau, and good clothes for
the faithful performance of her duties.
Shobar was not on the 1850 census of
Jefferson, but in 1870, when Eliza would
have been leaving, Shobar was 54 years
old and his wife, Margaret was 47.
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About this time, concern is expressed
about building a school house and roads.
They also discussed the building of a rail-
road connecting Janesville and Monroe.
They began in 1852. Construction began
in Janesville in August of 1856. The
tracks reached Brodhead in August of
1857. At that point the company ran out
of money to complete construction. The
creditors sued. The road was sold under
a third mortgage. The railroad stock fell to
10% of the face value. Farmers were on
the verge of losing their farms. Arabut
Ludlow and associates advanced over
$20,000 for the price of rails, spikes and
ties plus storage at the dock in Milwau-
kee./ They accepted the notes of the
farmers to cover their share of the cost of
bringing the railroad from Brodhead to
'Monroe. A Faux dividend was declared.
The stock's price rocketed to 95% of the
original value,. When the Milwaukee and
St. Paul Railroad was built, it passed
south of the Richland community. It
reached Monroe in December, 1857.

The Jefferson Methodist Episcopal
Church was organized on March 5, 1859,
by the circuit rider, Lester Perkins.

Camp meetings were a common event in
this period. On August 10, 1870. Pastor
J. T. Lewis announced there would be a
camp meeting three miles east of Mon-
roe,Thursday September 1 through Sun-
day at the Seth Austin's. "We have a
beautiful ground, fine grove, and all are
invited to come and bring their tents.
Tent poles in plenty, nearby, and good
water handy. Everything will be arranged
by the committee for convenience."

In 1872, there were announcements that
Seth Austin would host the Union Sunday
School Picnic on July 17, a local

churches' campmeeting on July 31, and
the Madison District Campmeeting be-
ginning August 28. Then on 4 September
we learn:"(T)the meeting of the ME
church was in progress this past week.
Over 3,000 were in attendance in Austin's
Grove on Sunday. The services are of
interesting character, all orderly and
decorous at the quarterly meeting. On
Monday, 700 partook of the sacraments."

A ME Society was organized at the Austin
Appointment , Monroe Circuit, Madison
District Conference meeting in the school
house on March 18, 1873. They had
twenty members.

On April 30, 1873, the Monroe Sentinel
announced "A new ME church is to be
built this summer in the Seth Austin
neighborhood, town of Jefferson. The
contract is already let to M.L Todd to fur-
nish the materials and do the work.

On August 27, it was announced that the
last quarterly meeting of the conference
year will be held at the campground on
August 27, 1873. An article on Septem-
ber third, informs us that campmeetings
originated when Whitfield was shut out of
his Anglican pulpit, fled to the hills and
preached to the thousands who followed
him there. John Wesley was the power of
outdoor preaching and consecrated it.

The new building was dedicated on Oc-
tober 26, 1873. The dedication sermon
was preached by the Rev. Samuel Fal-
lows, D.D„ State Superintendent of Pub-
lic instruction .

On October 29, the Richland Church was
dedicated. $900 was raised to pay off the
debt.
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An annual pledge drive, hopefully, would
raise enough money to pay the pastor's
salary. Offerings at worship services were
minimal, usually just enough to pay the
weekly operational costs. So we read,
"There will be an oyster supper at the
resident of Seth Austin... on Thursday
evening, December 25, 1873, for the
benefit of the new ME church just com-
pleted."

On February 11, 1874, George Eley, of
Jefferson, published a pamphlet express-
ing his beliefs that preachers should not
receive a salary, but should have a job
and support themselves.

Helen Bingham says the first temperance
society in the county was organized in
1808. For the next 25 years. they allowed
members to drink at public dinners, dedi-
cations of churches, ordinations of clergy
men, at ministerial convention. In 1833,
total abstinence was proposed, but the
members voted it down. That would be
injurious to health they declared. "A tem-
perance Society was organized in the fall
of 1845 with 90 members in Green
County. The people of Austin or Richland
Corners, met again last Friday evening
and organized a temperance society.
Three sleigh loads of people from Monroe
were present and took part in the organiz-
ing. About 20 more signers to the pledge
were obtained by the young ladies who
circulated there in the audience."

On March 28, 1883, Monroe and Juda
ME circuits were united. Preaching was
to be on alternate Sundays.

Memoirs apprise us that the Richland
ME church was open until about 1895.
The older families moved to town and the
new residents were "Foreigners of differ

ent belief." But an old column of ME
Church membership records labeled
"Cold Springs" stated that there are
charges at Richland, Iliff, Enterprise,
Martintown, Woodford, Borwntown and
Cadiz.

Material prepared by Ulonda Dietmeier

THE EARLY DAYS OF
THE SEYMOUR CHURCH

When we moved to Seymour in 1868
there were no churches but religious
services were held in the log school
house. There were only three houses
where the city of Seymour is now. T. B.
Bullock, a student at Lawrence University,
used to come and preach to us once in
two weeks. He walked through the
woods on Saturday and walked back
again on Monday unless he would catch
a ride with someone with an ox team.
We had no horse teams here then. The
first parsonage we had was in the town of
Osborne. Old Father Lewis, as we called
him, was the first minister who lived here.
He had a wife and two girls. He used to
go out and work as carpenter work to
help make a living, as the people were so
poor they could not pay him enough to
live on. Rev. Banta was next. He was
great on preaching services at our
schoolhouse. It was two o'clock and
many a time the sun would be down be-
fore he would quit. He said once he got
to talking to God he didn't know when to
stop.

We lived in a board shanty the first winter
and on Sunday about one o'clock, I was
in bed sick, my husband said, "Here
come Brother George Sharp with some
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one." I got up and there were Mr. and
Mrs. George Anderson and I had to get
dinner for them. I had bread. butter, tea
and three eggs. I told my husband on the
side he shouldn't take one egg. They
went over to the schoolhouse and I went
back to bed and cried to think I had noth-
ing better to give them.

We used to have revival services. I re-
member Rev. Yarwood (1873) held meet-
ings in our schoolhnuse for six weeks.
People stood around anywhere they
could. He had an old horse that had the
pink eye and epizooties. Made you think
of a rabbit. But the minister kept to the
work and visited people, and he did all he
could to help us to a better life.

The year B. F. Sanford (1882) came, the
people had built a Parsonage where our
church now stands. That was 63 years
go. The house was not painted inside. So
they came to our place and Rev. Sanford
and my husband went to painting. So
as soon as it was done and dry they went
down and moved in. The first thing Mrs.
Sanford said was "Frank, why did you
paint it red?" The woodwork was all bright
red. They were going to make it light pink
by mixing the color in.

When Rev. Conah was here, the Church
in Osborne was moved to Seymour. The
officers of church voted on it. The people
in Osborne did not want it moved but as
the railroad had just gone through Sey-
mour and had a depot and were settling
all around. The majority voted for Sey-
mour. It made a very bitter feeling among
the people, those who wanted to keep it
where it was. Some of them moved to
Nebraska.

When Rev, Hutchins came, he had been
through the Peshtigo Fire, 1871. His old
horse had both ears partly burnt off and
half his tail. They had a terrible experi-
ence, only a few escaped with their lives.
All their worldly goods were packed on a
backboard and drawn by their old horse
when they came to Seymour.

We had a Church Society and were doing
better every year.The people all around
went to church and enjoyed the services.
We were all Friendly and poor. We had
no other place to go but to church. Our
church got mail for the congregation. So
Rev. Sanborn came 30 years ago. He
went into the parsonage and said it
wasn't fit to live in. Stamped around,
broke a board on the floor ,said "You got
to have a new parsonage. I won't bring
my family here till you do." So the par-
sonage was moved to the present site. A
room was added and then he began the
plans for a new church. Rev. Sanborn
went out soliciting. He was the right man,
in the right place. He would talk and
reason with them till they just had to pay.
Every body helped handle the sand,
gravel and timbers in the winter so the
material would be ready in the spring.
Our hired men each gave $25 and our
school teacher, Amy Boyden, gave $25.
Her salary was $30 a month. The con-
crete was let to the Walkam's brothers.
They did a fine job as you can see who
come to our church.

We used to have leaches 40 years ago. If
one got $5.00 we felt were were doing
fine. Most of the people of those days
have gone to their reward. its left to you
people to carry on the work. They are
gone and you are now getting the benefit
of it. So stand by the Methodist Church ,
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do all you can to make it better and better
everyday of your life. Mrs P Tubbs.

Editor's note. The above was submitted
to the essay contest. I don't know when it
was written or who Mrs. Tubbs was, but I
think it gives a delightful view of an early
church. Thank you Mrs. Tubbs.

WHAT'S IN A NAME?

Names as we know are very important.
Parents struggle with the name of their
newborn child. Many women change their
name when they marry. And in some so-
cieties, individuals change their name
when they turn to a new belief or are
given a new position.

So what lies behind the name of United
Methodists?

Originally, the title of Methodist was one
of derision applied to the group of men
organized at Oxford University. Both
Charles and John Wesley were members
of a group called the "Holy CLub". Origi-
nally formed in intellectual pursuits, it
soon came to focus on matters of the
spirit. The term "Methodists" was given
in jest and derision, but the name stuck.

When the church was organized in the
United States, it was named the Method-
ist Episcopal Church. In 1933, the term
Episcopal was dropped when there was
a union of the Methodist Church North,
The Methodist Church South and the
Methodist Protestant.

The name of Evangelical was applied to
the followers of Jacob Albright. Originally,

they were called "The Albrights". But in
the year 1816. the group formally
adopted the name "The Evangelical As-
sociation."

The name United Brethren came from a
meeting between Phillip Wiiliam Otterbein
and Martin Boehm. Otterbein, born in
Germany, came to the United States in
1752 where he served in the German Re-
formed Church in eastern Pennsylvania.
Martin Boehm was a minister in the Men-
nonite Church, also in eastern Pennsyl-
vania. In 1767, Boehm had called a
great meeting to be held in the barn of
Isaac Long. Otterbein attended the meet-
ing, not as a preacher but as part of the
fellowship. After he heard Boehm
preach, Otterbein embraced him and said
in German "We are brethren".

Although the term United Brethren in-
Christ was used as early as 1800, the title
did not become fully legal until 1890
when the Board of Trustees of the church
were incorporated.

At the time of the union of the Evangelical
United Brethren and the Methodist
Church, the name United Methodist was
adopted.



OFFICERS OF ARCHIVES & HISTORY

Chairperson
Vice Chairperson 	
Secretary 	
Financial Secretary

Flashbacks Editor

Sandy(Doug Kintner)
John Moffatt

Judy Vasby
Sandy (Doug) Kintner
2737 Hwy T
Sun Prairie WI 53590
	Lois Olsen

Ex-Officio Members of the
Committee 	

Conference Archivist 	
Conference Historian 	
Conference Research 	

Executive

Lynn Lubkeman
Sandy Kintner

Mary Schroeder

The United Methodist Church
Wisconsin Annual Conference
P.O. Box 620
Sun Prairie, WI 53590-0620

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Sun Prairie, Wis.

Permit No. 28

FLASHBACKS
Revealing glimpses of our

creative past

United Methodist
Archives & History

FLASHBACKS
2c) caa

Official newsletter of the United Methodist
Historical Society of Wisconsin

Lois C. Olsen, Editor
St. John's Tower

1840 N. Prospect Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Phone: 414/347-1745
lcolsen@execpc.com

Material of historical interest, church
anniversaries, recollections, activities of

local historical committees and historians,
should be sent to her at the above address. Send Subscriptions to FLASHBACKS to Sandy Kintner

at the address listed above.


