
  

"WE are the end-product of our history."

FLASHBACKS
Revealing glimpses of our creative past         

Official newsletter of the

UNITED METHODIST. HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN

Vol.27. No.2 April 2001

WELCOME TO THE "NEW"
MUSEUM

The spring meeting of the United
Methodist Historical Society will be held at
the Conference Museum, 3450 S. 52nd
St.,Greenfield. The Society will meet at
10:00AM. The cost of the lunch is $5.00. At
the afternoon meeting there will be a
presentation on camp meetings and camp
grounds in Wisconsin. Send reservations to
Ed.Knop, 205 N.Finch St., Horicon, WI 53032

RENOVATIONS

Renovations to the conference museum
has made the old building look like new, with
repainted walls, a refinished floor, and new
lighting fixtures. Cabinets and poster boards
provide space for new exhibits. A mural of a
tree depicting the development of the United
Methodist church covers one of the rear walls.

There are two new exhibits. The first is
a history of the building and the relationship to
its neighbor, Memorial United Methodist
Church and a tribute to those who have helped
preserve the museum. Included is Miss Leah
Weiler, whose bequest to the Museum
provided the money for the improvements.
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The second display is temporary.
currently featuring the history of camp grounds
and camp meetings in Wisconsin.

The present museum , of cream colored
brick, is the second church building on this site,
The first building was a log structure, erected in
1844 by the Evangelical Association. It was
the first church building erected by this
denomination. The brick building was built in
1858 and served the congregation until 1929
when the present Memorial building was
erected.

REV. JOHN LUTZ (1810-1897)

The first minister of the Evangelical
Association to come to Wisconsin was John
Lutz, a member of the Ohio Conference. He
arrived in Greenfield in 1840. A number of
members of the Evangelical Association were
living in the Milwaukee area. In the town of
Granville was a family by the name of James
Martin who had been members of the church in
Pennsylvania. The Hegelmeir and Esslinger
families lived in Greenfield and it was there
that the first regular services were held in 1842.
In 1843, the Milwaukee Mission became a
district under the Illinois Conference.

The museum is built on land donated
by Friedrich Hegelmeyer. Next to the museum
building is the first cemetery of the Evangelical
Association in Wisconsin. The Museum was

dedicated by Bishop G.E.Epp on May 26,
1949 as a memorial to the Rev.John Lutz.

JOYOUS MEETINGS:
CAMP MEETINGS!

Camp meetings seem to be a peculiarly
American religious phenonom. Open air
meetings were popular in both Britain and the
United States early in the growth of the
church. Even Wesley overcame his distaste
against them, preaching in the fields to large
crowds of people. In the United States, open-
air services were common, sometimes due to
the absence of a church building or of a building
too small to hold the large numbers who
attended.

Early camp meetings were common
among the several denominations: Presbyterian,
Methodists and Baptists, although later, they
became closely associated with the
Methodists. A pivotal experience seems to be
the Cane Ridge Camp Meeting in Kentucky
held in August, 1801.

James McGready, a fiery Presbyterian,
is given the credit for stimulating the meeting.
He was joined by the McGee brothers:
Presbyterian William and Methodist John.
The meeting lasted three days and it was
estimated that over 20,000 people attended.

Cane Ridge was the seed.. Camp
meetings quickly spread through the frontier,
first through Ohio and Virginia. The first
meeting in Illinois was in 1807, in Michigan in
1822, in the Minnesota Territory in 1836, and
in the Wisconsin Territory in 1838.

It is the editor's intention to do a more
intensive exploration of Camp Meetings in
Wisconsin, but for this artiele,will concentrate
on three representative meetings. A record of at
least 62 camp meetings/grounds exists in
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Wisconsin of United Methodist origins,
including several preceding conferences:
Norwegian-Danish, United Brethren, German
Methodist Episcopal, Evangelical, and
Methodist Episcopal.

ROOT RIVER: METHODIST
EPISCOPAL

The first camp meeting of the
Methodist Episcopal Church was held on
August 2-6, 1838 near the rapids of the Root
River in the town of Racine. According to the
Racine Argus, the site was a beautiful grove on
the land of Mr. See.

The congregation was large for a
country as new as this. It was
estimated that 1000 people were
present during a part of the time.
Many attended from a great
distance.

We were happy to see the first
camp meeting held in the Territory
conducted with so much decorum
and propriety, and that there was
no disposition manifested by
anyone who attended, to make
disturbance, which is too often the
case in meetings of this kind.
Many sermons were delivered by
the different clergymen, which
breathed the spirit of deep
devotion and fervid eloquence; the
simple truths of religion were
enforced in a manner that
impressed solemnity on all, and
conviction on the minds of many
hearers. We have no doubt that the
first camp meeting in this territory
will be long remembered by many.

We were present on Friday
evening. The service was

peculiarly sublime and solemn.
The congregation were seated in an
area in the midst of a beautiful
grove, canopied by the green foliage
of the trees, and brilliantly
illuminated by fires on platforms
elevated five or six feet from the
ground. In the front was the stand
of the clergymen. The still silence
of the evening was broken by the
song of praise from the lips of the
congregation. That at length
ceased, and the officiating
clergymen offered up an earnest
and impressive prayer.

The song echoed through the
grove. The sermon was then
delivered and the speaker became
warmed and animated by his
subject, portraying in a feeling and
impressive manner, the divine
truths of the gospel, he seemed to
touch a responsive chord in the
breast of every hearer. It was a
scene which no one who witnessed
it can soon forget.'

Although the denominational sponsorship
was not named, the reporter observed that it
was only the Methodists who held camp
meetings and also the only ones who had a
church organization at that time. William See,
who owned the property, was a Methodist
preacher and circuit rider. The original report
mentions that a camp meeting was to be held
again the next year. There is currently no
record of this.

f Racine Argus. August 15, 1838



4

CAMP RIPLEY
NORWEGIAN-DANISH

Among the many ethnic divisions
between the Methodists in Wisconsin was the
Norwegian-Danish church. The first mention
of the "Norwegian Mission" was in 1850 in
the appointments of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. The work had been initiated by a
Swedish Lutheran Pastor, C.P. Agrelius, who
had settled in Primrose, but ministered to the
settlement in Cambridge. Agrelius became an
ordained Methodist Pastor a short time later.
At the 1850 conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, C. Willerup was assigned to
Cambridge.' In 1880, the Norwegian-Danish
Conference was organized as an independent
Methodist Episcopal Church.

(Both C.P.Agrelius and the Cambridge
Church are discussed at length in this issue.)

The first camp meeting of the
Cambridge congregation was held in the 1880s.
Two acres of land with water frontage of Lake
Ripley were donated to the church and a third
acre was purchased. The camp was called
Willerup Park. By the early 1900s three
cottages were built and rented to summer
vacationers.

The camp's function changed with the
organization of the Lake Ripley Epworth
League Institute in 1916. In 1910, six young
people from Willerup attended an American
Methodist Institute at Camp Byron. They
were encouraged to organize their own institute
and the first one was held on August 14-21,
1916. Campers came by train from all over the
district which included southern Wisconsin,
northern Illinois and parts of Michigan.
Members of the local congregation transported

2 P.S. Bennett, History of Methodism in Wisconsin 
jCincinnati, Cranston and Stowe. 1890) p 127

some campers on hay racks from the London
railroad station.

Conditions at the first institute
were somewhat primitive,sleeping
quarters were arranged in the three
cottages already existing on the
grounds and in tents. Two large
tents served as a Chapel and Dining
hall. Water had to be carried; food
was cooked on kerosene stoves.
There was no electricity nor
plumbing and no heating in the
building.

From the humble beginnings of
1916 with about 50 campers
present, the annual Lake Ripley
Institute of the Epworth League
grew and developed until one year
a peak of 240 campers was
recorded. Also the format changed
from being strictly a youth camp to
becoming more of a family camp.
The institute reached its Golden
Age in the 1930s

Walerup Chapel

Since 1916, the camp facilities have grown
to include five cottages, a large dormitory and
dinin area, an octagonal chapel, a recreation hall
and a new dorm with provision for new kitchen



facilities. The camp also has hot and cold
running water, electricity, indoor bathing
facilities and provision for heat in the new
building.'

A week long camp meeting still meets
yearly at Camp Ripley

EVANGELICAL: LOMIRA

The first camp meeting of the
Evangelical Association held within the
bounds of the Wisconsin Mission of the
Illinois Conference was in 1849 in Greenfield,
near the present Memorial United Methodist
Church. In 1852, the people of Lomira Circuit
expressed a desire to have a camp meeting
which was held on June 15-21,1853. The site
of the first camp meeting was on the property
of M. Zickerick, near a sawmill carrying his
name and near the present Lomira Cemetery.

There were seven improvised "tents",
People came on foot from the Menominee Falls
Circuit to the south. Three families came by
ox team and wagon from Princeton, sixty miles
away. There was powerful preaching, ardent
praying and inspiring singing. Nineteen people,
according to the reports were converted to. the
Christian way of life.'

Two year later, the meetings were
moved to what is now the Lomira Village Park
and continued to meet there for ten years. In
1864,the meetings were changed to two wood
lots owned by Christian Ehrhardt near
Knowles. This property was used for thirty
years. Attractions included the well-spread
timber and a flowing spring of fine artesian
water.

3 125th Anniversary, Willerup United Methodist
Church, 1976 p 19
4 W.C.F.Hayes, The Lomira Assembly Ground
M an uscri pt. 1956

Huge crowds, up to 3000 attended.
About this time, a narrow gauge railroad passed
through Knowles and many used the train for
transport. At first, accommodations for food
and lodgings were in tents. Maurice Ehrhardt,
the grandson of Christian Ehrhardt, talks of his
memories of the camp.

When my memory takes me back to
the Camp Meeting Woods. I see a
zigzag rail fence, made of split oak rails
along the gravel road that led to
Knowles. A gateway at the north
west corner of the grove opened to a
wagon trail. Several hundred yards to
the west was a shanty with a slate
roof made of overlapping boards. The
west side of the shanty had a hanging,
hinged door which enclosed a counter.
I was told, the building was used as a
refreshment stand during camp
meeting. A stone pile at the north east
corner of the woods marked where one
of the "relief stations" stood. To the
south a few hitching posts remained.
The horses were tied to the brom rail
while their masters attended the
meetings. Various vehicles brought
families in surreys. it was not unusual
for individuals to come on horseback.'

In June, 1904, the camp meeting came
back to the town of Lomira Land was
purchased at the east end of the village. In
1932, it became the property of the Wisconsin
Conference of the Evangelical Church.

Early services and other facilities were
housed in tents, The first wood structure to be
erected was a modest kitchen and dining hall.
The large tabernacle with seating enough for
1200 was built in 1906. Later sixteen family
cottages were built including a separate cottage

6 Maurice Ehrhardt,personal correspondence.



for guest speakers. Three dormitories were
added.

In August 1915. the General
Conference of Youth and Sunday School work
of the denomination was held at Lomira with
representation from fifteen states and Canada.
Beginning in 1926, the Women's Missionary
Society held its regular annual state assembly
on the camp grounds.

Until dormitories and cottages
were erected later in the first
decade, sleeping accommodations
were provided in tents: small,
medium or large in size.
Mattress provisions, especially
for the boys, consisted of an
ample spreading of marsh hay on
the ground which undoubtedly
added to the camping atmosphere
for these not too discriminating
chaps,

And the young "saints" of those
earlier days were not above playing
their pranks. A large tent provided
with marsh hay bedding was
occupied by some twenty young
men. Later at night, when all was

supposed to be quiet, one of the
chaps summoned the Rev. F.W.
Huebner, local pastor and general
camp ground manager (1907-1911)
to come to their tent to help adjust a
problem. The tent was dark: he was
ushered inside the door and asked to
be seated. For a moment all was
quiet. There was a flash and
someone said, "Alright, Pastor, you
may be excused; the problem is
settled. " The following day snap
shots were shown of a circle of some
twenty boys all in their pajamas
with the Pastor in the center as if
holding court on some momentous
problem. The Pastor-manager
accepted the fun in good spirits.'

Worship services were first held in a
large tent. The ground was covered with fresh
marsh hay. Benches were rather crude and
could not be fastened to the ground. The
platform was of crude lumber. The pulpit and
reed organ were loaned from the local church. •
Kerosene lights of varying designs were
suspended from the posts supporting the tent.
All services at the outset were in the German
language with a complete transition, however,
to English long before the camp closed in 1956.

In 1948, the denominational merger
meant the conference had increased
membership, often larger than could be
accommodated at Lomira. The philosophy and
practice of camp meetings had also changed. In
1946, the Wisconsin Conference decided to
purchase land for camping at Lake Lucerne.

The three churches of the Lomira
circuit: Salem, Emanuel and Ebenezr, united to
become one congregations called Trinity. The
building for the combined congregations was

3̀ Hayes p.7.
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built on the site of the old camp grounds.

HINTS FOR THE LOCAL CHURCH
HISTORIAN

Your church is about to celebrate an
anniversary. And you have been asked to
write the church history. (This is not the time
to go for a three month holiday!) Probably
your first question is "Where do I start?"

Providence House Publishing of
Franklin,Tennessee has produced a very
helpful Manual for Publishing Local Church 
History. 

Although the manual is prepared for
publishing with Providence House, it provides
a number of helpful suggestions for preparing
such a history. For instance there is a concise
table on suggestions for consideration.

*The historical background of the
church's beginnings an the contexts in which
the church has developed (Possible background
settings include the cultural, socioeconomic,
political, intellectual, geographical and
religious)

*Events surrounding the formation of
the church (Who? what? where? why?)

*Attitudes of the church toward social
issues, missions, higher education, discipline,
ecumenical relations, the ordinances, the
ordination of women and other topics.

*Worship and prayer meetings.
*Ministries and mission projects within

and outside the church.
*Educational programs.
*Pastors and other staff members
*Contributions of lay persons
*Church organizations.

* Special occasions such as
anniversaries, dedications, ordinations, and
revivals.

*Church membership trends.
*Buildings and grounds
*General finances
*Special contributions to the

community
*Achievements and failures.
*Local, regional and national

denominational relationships
*Doctrinal issues
*Denominational issues affecting the

church
*Major turning points in the church's

life
*A strong conclusion summarizing the

basic thrusts and findings of the history.
The Manual  can be ordered from

Providence House Publishers, 238 Seaboard
Lane, Franklin, Tennessee,37067

ESSAY CONTEST 2001

The Wisconsin Conference Historical
Society announces the fourth annual essay
contest. There are no designated topics this
year, but the essay can be on any subject
related to the United Methodist Church and its
predecessors in Wisconsin. The essay should
be related to the historical aspects of the
church. (Editor's note: it would be nice to have
something related to the various ethnic
components of the church: Norwegian-Danish,
Welsh, African American, etc.)

The paper should be limited to six
pages.double spaced. A face paper with he
name of the article and author's name and
address should be attached to the front of the
article. Do not put the author's name on
subsequent pages. The dead line for
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submissions is July 1. The wining essay will
be awarded $25.00 The winner will be
announced at the Historical Society's fall
pilgrimage in September. The winning entry
will be judged by the members of the executive
committee of the Historical Society. All
entries will be the property of the Historical
Society for publishing in Flashbacks and to
retain a copy for the archives. Permission is
granted to the author to publish the essay in
other publications. Essays should be sent to
the editor of Flashbacks, Lois C.Olsen 1840
N.Prospect Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53202

A SWEDISH PIONEER:
CARL PETTER AGRELIUS

Several churches associated with the
Norwegian-Danish Methodist Episcopal
Conference owe their origin to a remarkable
Swedish pastor: Carl Pater Agrelius. "This
man(was) a pioneer missionary whose work
merits both gratitude and understanding."'

The Rev. Agrelius was born into a
prominent Swedish family on October 22,
1789 in Sweden. His education included
graduation from Upsala University and study
in Paris. He was fluent in five languages. He
was ordained into the Lutheran ministry in
1822 and served a state church for twenty-five
years. At one point he attended a Methodist
service in English which was held for a group
of English workers in the Owens' Iron Works
in Stockholm.

He was greatly impressed with
the warmth, enthusiasm,
devoutness, and religious fervor of
the Methodist Congregation and he

Arlow W.Andersen The Salt of the Earth 
(Parthenon Press, Nashville, Tennessee, 1962)
p34

wanted to bring that personal
evangelism into his Lutheran church.
however, the state church
authorities were angered and
threatened arrest and imprisonment
to him

He decided to leave Sweden and took
his wife and five children to New York. he
wanted to build a church to which he hoped he
could attract Swedish settlers.

It was to be a Lutheran church but
more evangelical than the Church
of Sweden. It didn't work. He
built his church sanctuary but
there were too few Swedish-
speaking people within a
reasonable distance of the church.
he realized he had failed. His
money was gone but he still had
his dream.'
He joined the Scandinavian Bethel Ship

Mission and was accepted as a local preacher.
The Bethel Mission had been founded to serve
the many sailors and immigrants that were 	 '
streaming in to the New York harbor. Pastors
would board incoming vessels. preaching and
distributing tracts. Bibles and other printed
material.

In the spring of 1850, the newly created
missionary committee of the Methodist
Episcopal Rock River Conference sent Agrelius
to minister to the Norwegians of Dane
County,Wisconsin. There, Methodists from
Chicago and Fox River had preceded Agrelius
and taken land claims. Andersen says:

Of Agrelius it might well be said
that he adopted the Scandinavian
people of America as his parish. For
twenty-five years he tramped

8 John Thompson, private publication.



through the forests, visiting
pioneers in their log cabins and
dugouts, reading the scriptures and
praying with them. In his death he
was claimed by the Norwegian
Methodists'

In the spring of 1850 he rode on
horseback into the Cambridge area,
and then lived at Primrose. For
three weeks he held meetings in
homes and schoolhouses near
Cambridge, inspiring settlers with
evangelistic messages in the Swedish
language which the Norwegians and
Danes could also understand. It is
interesting to note here, that in this
instance, Agrelius work somewhat
paralleled that of the Apostle Paul,
who in only three weeks established
the church at Thessalonica.
However, Agrelius was no
organizer. He broke the ground,
sowed the seed, and then moved on,
preaching Christ in log huts, and
dugouts. Wherever he found
Scandinavian settlers, letting others
reap the harvest.'
In 1852, Agrelius visited the Minnesota

Mission. A Minnesota district was established
by the Wisconsin Conference in 1849 with five
appointments, two of them on the Wisconsin
side of the Mississippi River. In 1853,
Agrelius received his appointment to St.Paul
by the Wisconsin Conference. His preaching
points included St.Paul, Minneapolis,
Stillwater, Marine, Taylor Falls, Chisago Lake
and points along the Mississippi and and

10 Andersen p 35.
11 Thompson, p 4

Minnesota Rivers. In 1855 they reported
forty members and twelve probationers. 12

Agrelius first tour of the Chisago
Lake area came in 1853. For five
years, Agrelius ,too poor to own a
horse, traveled the mission on foot,
visiting every family....For a long
time Agrelius subsisted on fish in his
little loghouse on the shores of Long
Lake. The family homesteaded in
that vicinity until 1878, when
Agrelius and his wife moved to
St.Croix County,Wisconsin to live
with their son. There the Deer Park
Congregation, which they had
founded, honored and loved them for
the rest of their days. Agrelius died in
1881. Thus for Carl Petter Agrelius
came the end of his early trail,
beginning in Sweden and passing
through Little Indian Creek in Illinois
and into the sparsely settled
Northwest."

THE HEAVENLY ANTHEM;
A HISTORY OF THE WILLERUP
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The memorial stone on the Willerup
United Methodist Church in Cambridge reads
"The Oldest Scandinavian Methodist Church
in the World, 1851" The title is unique, not
because of the claim to be the "oldest" but
because of the denomination it represents,
Methodist not Lutheran. Each of the
Scandinavian counties had adopted the
Lutheran faith as the state religion and this
was one of the causes of the Nineteenth
century migration of some citizens to the

12 Andersen p 56
13 !bid p 56-7
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United States in quest of religious freedom.
One of these was Carl Petter Agrelius.

During these times, settlers were
opening up Dane County in the Wisconsin
Territory. Some of them came up from Illinois
where, as an early Lutheran newspaper
records, they had become "Sadly influenced
by their surroundings. There were sin and vice
of all kinds, and besides the wild life in dancing
and drinking, the Mormons and Quakers and
Methodists and other sects" had laid a strong
hold on them.

It was to this group that Agrelius came
and spent three weeks. Shortly after he left,
Rev. Wesson Miller of the Milwaukee Mission
District, asked the Methodist Board of
Missions in New York City to send a man who
could preach in Norwegian. The Rev. Christian
B. Willerup answered the call.

Rev. Christian B. WHIerup
1815-1886

Willerup was born in Copenhagen,
Denmark October 5, 1815. At the age of
seventeen he came to the United States to teach
school in Savannah, Georgia. There he was
converted by a Methodist minister and joined
the church. Later he settled as a business man

in Pennsylvania. He was ordained as a local
deacon and was recommended for the traveling
ministry. He was ordained an elder at the
Bethelship Church in New York City

Willerup and his family came first to
Milwaukee but found a very small
Scandinavian population and set out to explore
on horseback. He arrived in Cambridge in
November, 1850. soon his services were
crowded and a revival followed.

In Willerup's report to the Methodist
Episcopal Church Missionary Society he
states that worship-hungry people walked to
church five or six miles, even in stormy
weather. In April, 1851, after less than five
month's service, he was able to organize a
church with fifty-two members and on May
third, it was incorporated in Madison.

Then the members felt the need of
a church home. The easy way would
have been to put a cheap wooden
structure. But Willerup was a man
of great faith and vision. He planned
a stone church, 44 x 65 feet with
walls two feet thick. Rinerson of
Milwaukee was contracted to do the
job, and it was found that the
structure would cost over $4,000.
Willerup took a subscription and got
only $400 cash and $300 of labor
besides the lot for the church and the
cemetery-but he went ahead and laid
the cornerstone. Farmers hauled the
stone from a quarry a mile south of
the village, and the walls were built.
Then funds ran low and Willerup
went to New York, appealing to the
Methodist Board of Missions for
help to complete the church. He
didn't get much help from them.



Jenny Lind, the famous Swedish
singer, was touring America and gave
a benefit performance, from which
she donated $200 for the building
funds. That fall, Willerup mortgaged
everything he had, even his horse and
buggy, and some members mortgaged
their farms, to complete the building.
In a letter, Willerup told how hard it
was to keep the workmen paid so
they wouldn't quit. When he
received his quarterly allowance of
$125, he would pay the workers $90,
send $30 to Watertown as payment
on his horse and buggy, and then turn
over -$5 to his wife for housekeeping
money for three months. In spite of
this sacrifice, Willerup was unable to
keep up payments and one day,
while returning form his -rounds, he
was met by the sheriff, who had
come to confiscate his horse and
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buggy. Willerup is reported to have
remarked unperturbed, "Although
they may sell me out, they cannot
sell out the house of God." The
building project did survive and by
the spring of 1852, the building was
up and the interior completed and
furnished. The church was dedicated
on July 21, 1852.'

In 1854, when Willerup was called to
Racine, the Cambridge church had 223
members, a figure which has not been equaled
since. Willerup served the Racine church for
one year and then was called to Norway to
help establish Methodism there. Willerup was
transferred from Norway to Denmark in 1858,
where he built the largest and most imposing
Methodist church among the Scandinavian
people. Willerup was, for a time,
superintendent of the whole Scandinavian work
in Europe and in this role sent the first
preachers to Sweden. He died in Copenhagen
on May 19, 1886.

During the Civil War years, the church
had many hardships, Many of the men and
boys of the congregation enlisted in the 15th
Wisconsin, a volunteer regiment of
Scandinavians, leaving the congregation
depleted in both people and finances. There
was an acute shortage of pastors since a
number of them had gone back to start the
church in Scandinavia. There was a national
feeling against immigrants who were openly
denounced as dangerous to true Americanism.

In 1873, Ole Bull, the world-
famous Norwegian violinist gave a
concert in Cambridge. Ole first
played a concert in Madison, after
which Dr.Dumas, Cambridge resident
and a good friend of Ole's asked him

14 Thompson p 5



12

to play in Cambridge,also. The ideal
place for the concert would have been
the Methodist church, but the
trustees would not allow this,since,
the violin was regarded by some as
the instrument of the devil. But
when the concert time came, the
village school couldn't hold the
crowd, so Dr.Dumas and a 14-year-
old boy get the church keys and sold
admission to a large audience. $150
was received and was turned over to
Ole to be used for the Leif Erickson
statue being erected in Boston, but
the Methodist officials insisted -that
part of that money be left with the
church, particularly since the building
had been used weithout consent of
the administrative board. Ole
"donated" $40. 15

Until 1880, the Scandinavian work had
been under the Norwegian District of the
Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. On September 1880, in
Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church, Racine,
the Norwegian work was organized into its
own annual conference. The conference
included congregations in Wisconsin, Illinois,
Michigan, Minnesota, Iowa, and the Dakotas.
This conference continued to function until it
merged with the Methodist Church in May,
1943.

The Willerup Church continued to
grow. In April 1886, the Women's Home
Missionary Society was formed. In 1888, a
church bell was purchased. In 1891, an
Epworth League was formed.

However, the building itself had been
neglected. During the pastorate of Remy
Danielson, 1899-1902, extensive repairs were

made.Only the old stone walls were safe.
Renovations included a new roof , steeple, and
new furniture. Two rooms were added to the
rear of the church. Since then there have been
other changes in the building: a basement was
dug under the sanctuary to provide eight
educational rooms. A heating and air
conditioning plant and well equipped kitchen
were added.

The congregation has always had a
strong musical program. The first choir was
organized in 1884, and in 1931, a pipe organ
was installed. The singing Christmas Tree is
an annual event in early December and attracts
hundreds of people. There is a strong youth
program. Junior and senior high groups meet
weekly for Christian Fellowship, Biblical
application and prayer.

Just as the congregation is the result of
missionary efforts, they have also participated
in out reach to the mission field. As early as
1870, there is a record of mission giving. The
women's societies have vigorously supported
missions: rolled bandages for leper patients,
knitted mittens and scarves and sown lap robes
for the elderly.

Several members have served on the
mission field. Elva Vasby worked in South
America and Wisconsin; Virginia York in
Belgium; Jim and Lue Weir in Kenya; Rolf and
Vivian Vasby Birnie in Vancouver Island, and
Sherry and Dave Hall in Ghana. Dagmar
Vasby was an early missionary in Manchuria,
China, and then in Ganta, Liberia. Jason and
Tracey Whitlock have worked in India and
Madagascar, Sarah Henderson in Thailand; the
Accots in South Africa; Connie Jarlsberg in
Uganda; Allen and Dori Swenson working for
New Tribes. and Mike and Tami Cedarburg in
Israel.

15 Thompson p
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The sescquicentennial celebration
began in October, 2000. On one Saturday
evening a month, a potluck dinner was given
and at each meeting, some aspect of the history
of the church was presented including the
youth work, the cemetery, and celebration
events of the congregation. On March 11,
former pastors were honored during the
morning worship service., On April first, the
Bible Camp was highlighted. On Saturday,
May 5, there will be a banquet at the
Cambridge elementary school. The program
will include historical exhibits and
remembrances from special guests. For more
information, please contact, Kent Vasby, 3000
Clearview Road, Cambridge,WI. 53523. The
final celebration will be a worship service on
May with the former pastor, Harold
Zimmich, as the speaker.

Finally, the history of the church was
titled The Heavenly Vision, a favorite hymn of
the Norwegian-Danish Conference. The
translation into English by C.W. Schevenius
closes with the retrain:

Oh,glorious anthem in God's paradise
When heaven's great hosts sing the song

to his praise.
Oh,glorious anthem, glorious anthem,
anthem in paradise.
When heaven's great hosts, when

heaven's great hosts
Sing the song to his praise.

Taken from the history of the church

DEER PARK;
METHODISM SPREADS
TO THE NORTH

Immigration from Scandinavia began in
the 1800s. Many came to the Wisconsin
Territory because of available land and
opportunities for work. The earliest and most
numerous were the Norwegians. Large
numbers settled in the northwest area of the
state: from Crawford County north to Barron
County. Because the area was deeply
forested, the first settlers came their way up
the rivers.

The first settlement in the Deer Park
area was known as the "Willow River
Settlement." and was located a few miles south
of what is now the village , of Deer Park. In
this area, the first Methodist service was held
in the Levi Torkelson home in 1858 by a
Swedish preacher, Rev. C.G. Forsberg. Rev.
C.F.Agrelitis held the.secondservice also in
the Torkelson home, in the fall of the same
year.

In 1859, a Scandinavian Mission
District of the Minnesota Methodist
conference was organized and Rev. Nils
Christopherson was appointed to the Rush
River, later named New Centerville-Willow
River- later Deer Park Circuit. Nils and Anne
Christopherson had come to America from
Norway in 1853, landing in St.Paul where
they were converted to Methodism by
Rev.Agrclius. After working in the Hudson
sawmill, he decided to become a minister to
the Scandinavians of the area. He bought land
and built a house in the Rush River
Community, which was to be his home
throughout many years of inspired ministry.
He served the Rush River-Willow River charge
for three years through 1861.
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From 1858 through 1873, the
congregation was served intermittently by
traveling preachers. In 1873, the Rev.
Benedict C. Hansen was sent to Rush River-
Willow River. The first church building was
erected. The congregation as on a circuit with
Grantsburg. The name of the Willow River
Congregation was changed to Deer Park in
1880. The circuit became a member of the
Norwegian -Danish conference when it was
organized in 1885.

In 1893, the original building was razed
and the current structure was erected., Several
rooms were added in 1921 and extensive
remodeling was completed in 1954. Today the
church still retains its embossed metal ceiling
and an 80-foot bell tower. The weather vane
at the top notes the building date. During the
centenary celebration of the building, the
church bell was rung at intervals to 100 peals
beginning Saturday noon. The building,
including the bell tower, has withstood the
fury of three cyclones during its long history.

The centennial of the church building
was celebrated on Sunday, August 25, 2000
with Bishop Sharon Rader as the preacher.

Taken from the history of the church written
by John S. Thomson.

From the editor: I appreciate articles, stories
news events biographies If your church is
having an anniversary or a celebration, I
would appreciate a copy of the history and
information about the celebration. A special
thank to Rosslyn Brown, for the following item.

Lois C. Olsen

PENNY POWER
What do you do when Sunday School

funds begin to disappear? My father, the
Sunday School Superintendent in 1926, started
to have doubts and ugly suspicions. He never
discussed it before or after. It was not until
years later that we were told the facts. But he
found irrefragable proof that the appointed
secretary was pocketing part of the Sunday
collection. The next Sunday we had a new
secretary-treasurer. . Our Sunday School was
left with a deficit. With quiet resolve and
ingenuity my father devised a wonderful
solution. THE PENNY MARCH. Besides our
usual penny (or maybe nickel) he instigated a
way to help with expenses. He, my brother
Beryl, and Beryl's friend Charles, (who later
became my husband) constructed a wooden
replica of our building complete with steeple
and a chimney Windows, doors, and shingled
roof were faithfully reproduced in miniature.
It became a 6/8 by 5 inch tall structure with a 7
inch steeple rising from the roof. The crowning
touch was the chimney which was hollow and
large enough for coins to fall through, On the .
way down, the coins hit a bell. We actually
heard when our contributions fell into the
room below. Daddy built a sliding door which
allowed the coins to be removed. The church
was stained, varnished, and the tiny shingles
duplicated. Our loud and spirited pianist
knew only three tunes to play - "Listen to the
Mocking Bird", "When Johnny come
Marching home Again" and "Santa Lucia."
Each Sunday, starting with the youngest, we
walked, strutted, skipped or marched to the
front of the room where the little church was
placed on the table beside the Bible.. It was
important to wait until we heard the bell ring.
Several years after 1927 our finances were
back to the sums needed as a result largely
with the help of the Penny March



Spring Meeting
United Methodist Historical Society

May 19 at the newly remodeled Conference
Museum, 3450 5. 52nd St, Greenfield, WI

Business Meeting 10:00 am
Afternoon Program: Camp Meetings and Camp

Grounds in Wisconsin

The cost of the lunch is $5.00.

Reservations should be sent to Ed.Knop. 205
N.Finch St.Horicon, WI 53032
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