
We continue to be plagued by the ongoing COVID pandemic and this winter there 

are new challenges driven by the Delta and Omicron variants of COVID-19.  As we 

praise God in this season for our creation and the birth of his Son for our salvation, it 

is also a good time to reflect on what we can do to keep ourselves, our families, and 

others safe during the Wisconsin cold.  Understanding what we know is an important 

first step and as you can see in the graphic to the right the highest number of deaths 

from COVID most often are found in areas with the  

lowest vaccination rates.  This is happening while the 

COVID-19 case numbers in Wisconsin are rapidly rising 

as can be seen from the public health graph on the left.  

 

A recent medical report based on nearly 850,000 people found that when people had completed their vaccination 

shots and gotten a booster the death rate from COVID was reduced 95% - down to a level expected from seasonal 

influenza.  Thus, getting vaccinated, and getting your booster when it is time can help you avoid the worst conse-

quences from COVID and start getting back to “normal” – this is our top recommendation for getting through the win-

ter and enjoying worship together.   

Other recommendations remain the same: 

• Wear well-fitting masks whenever you are in an indoor public space, including church. 

• Try to maintain 6-foot distancing whenever that is possible – this and masking are both very effective tools for 

preventing spread of both COVID-19 and seasonal influenza. 

• Make sure that ventilation is in good condition within your church building, especially for the sanctuary where 

most will be gathering together. 

 If you have forced air heating, keep the blower turned on during the entire  

worship time and use a MERV 13 filter on the blower(s) if that is possible. 

 If you have radiant heat (e.g., radiators) put in the needed portable HEPA filters 

for use during gatherings to circulate the air and filter it. 

 If it is warm enough, open some windows for more outside air circulation – fans 

can help circulate outside air. 

• If you are sick do not go to church.   

• Get tested if you have a respiratory infection (especially with a fever) or if you are exposed to someone with 

COVID-19.  The current rate of COVID test positivity for respiratory infection in Wisconsin is 12%, which indicates 

a high level of COVID-19.   

If you are serving food with fellowship inside we recommend:   

• Have someone fully vaccinated serve food rather than having a buffet where people may congregate and often 

use the same serving utensils as everyone else. 

• Keep small children out of the food serving area – they love to touch or taste multiple things without any hand hy-

giene.  

• Have those preparing food wash their hands frequently. 
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Ref:   1.  https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/data           
          2.  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 


