
 

 
 

          February 2021 
Greetings, Members of Local Churches! 
 
As leaders in your local United Methodist Church, you may find yourself looking 
for information, inspiration or insight.  Perhaps someone asks you a question you 
can’t answer. Maybe you just want to keep up with what is going on in the 
denomination.  Maybe you have been asked to provide a brief mediation of prayer 
for a meeting you are attending (virtually, these days). Or maybe you need a good 
source for your daily mediation. Whatever your need, somewhere out there in 
cyber space, the UMC has provided the means to meet it! (And all these listed 
below - except the Guidelines for Leading Your Congregation-- are FREE!) 
 
As lay leaders and lay members of annual conference in your local United 
Methodist Church (UMC), you are in a unique position to resource yourselves and 
your church members.  The UMC has an abundance of online, printed and  human 
resources available to you.  Our United Methodist connection/apportionment 
giving makes possible that many of them are free or at low cost.  We list below a 
range of resources we believe are important to your leadership and resourcing for 
yourself and your church members.  These offer meditations and daily prayers for 
meetings or your own sacred time, guidance for your leadership role in your 
congregation, announcements for upcoming events and opportunities, and keep 
you up to date with what is going on in our denomination.  Whatever you are 
looking for, likely the UMC has already provided it!  All these resources listed 
below - except the Guidelines for Leading Your Congregation-- are FREE!  May 
your ministry be blessed! 
 

Wisconsin Conference Resources                                       
A resource all laity in the Wisconsin Conference have is the wisconsinumc.org 
Website.  At the website you can find information on churches and appointments in 
the conference and ways to contact conference staff; the conference calendar; 
coronavirus resources; updates on Annual Conference, General Conference and 
Jurisdictional Conference; past issues of Daily Devotions and Bishop’s Soul Food; 
and information on various ministries such as Camping, VIM, missions, etc. 

Two resources of the Wisconsin Conference that you can receive via email are the 
UMC Enews, sent out weekly, and Daily Devotions of the UMC, sent out daily. 



 
 
You can contact communications@wisconsinumc.org to be added to the list of 
persons receiving these.  UMC Enews includes a message from the Bishop, current 
information on what is happening in the conference and updates on the General 
Conference.  Daily Devotions of the UMC are written by members of the Cabinet 
(Bishop, Assistant to the Bishop, Director of Connectional Ministries, Director of 
Congregational Development and our five District Superintendents). The devotions 
include scripture, a brief homily and a prayer.  

Wisconsin United Methodist Women.  Wisconsinumw.org is another great source 
of resources and information.  Get information on upcoming Conference UMW 
events such as Mission u, or the Annual Gathering or Mission Action Day.  The 
site also lists members of the current UMW leadership team and the ways they can 
be reached, back issues of newsletters and information from National UMW. 

Inspiration and Devotions 
The Upper Room, a global ministry dedicated to supporting the spiritual life of 
Christians, provides both hard copy and online devotionals.  New Every Morning 
incorporates reflections from Upper Room books into its online devotion and is 
free.  Each morning you receive scripture, the book excerpt, questions, a prayer 
and a listing of the daily lectionary readings. Go to upperroom.org/subscriptions 
and look for New Every Morning! 

 

Another source for inspiration comes from UMC Communications.  The bi-weekly 
newsletter UMNOW/Inspiration for Daily Living includes examples of Christian 
living.  It is available from UMC Communications.  Find it at umnow@umc.org. 

Praying for Change: 
Daily Prayers for Anti-Racism 

A relatively new addition for personal devotions is available through Discipleship 
Ministries.  It is called Praying for Change: Daily Prayers for Anti-Racism and 
provides prayers for the times we are in.  It is helpful in keeping us centered on 
transforming into a better and more inclusive society. Go to 
umcdispleship.org/subscribe to sign up. 
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Discipleship Ministries offers a plethora of other resources as well.  You can 
check out their newsletters at the website, too.  Some examples include Equipping 
Disciples, Lay Leader and Lay Member of Annual Conference resources, Adult 
Ministries, Ministry with Children, Older Adult/Boomer Ministries, Offertory 
Prayers, Stewardship, Worship Planning and Young People’s Ministries.  There are 
newsletters in Spanish and Korean, too. Go to umcdiscipleship.org/subscribe. 

What’s happening in The UMC and Insight 
  

 

  

UM News Daily 
Digest 
Fair. Faithful. Trusted. 

 

 

 
If it is current news within the global United Methodist Church you want, you 
should subscribe to UMNEWS Daily Digest.  It provides news and information 
from around the church and is a ministry of United Methodist Communications. 
Included each day are news and features, press releases, commentary, headlines 
and upcoming events. It is available from the United Methodist News Service. To 
subscribe, go to UMNews.org.  

 

United Methodist Insight is another weekly online resource that has as its mission 
“to bring news and views of the United Methodist Church in a world seeking  a 
new future” and to provide “a forum for discerning God’s future for the UMC.” 
Opinion pieces and articles touch on a variety of topics; a recent weekly post 
included categories of “On the Political Situation” and “On the Christian 
Response” as well as activities within the UMC and some “Words for Your 
Week.” For more information, go to um-insight@as-tex.net 
 
Leadership in your Local Church 
When you are looking for a resource to guide your leadership role in your 
congregation, Guidelines for Leading Your Congregation are excellent.  If you are 
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looking for hard copy, not online information, be sure to check out Guidelines for 
Leading Your Congregation.  The Guidelines for Leading Your Congregation 
2017-2020 cover twenty-six church leadership areas – essentials like treasurer, lay 
leader/lay member of annual conference, trustees, staff/parish relations, pastor, 
administrative board/council, for example, as well as areas focused on nurture, 
outreach, and witness.  Each booklet includes the basic "job description" for the 
leader as well as practical "how-to" information important to implementing 
ministry effectively.  Available at Cokesbury.com. 
 
Conference Board of Laity 
By: 
  Gail Burgess, Dean, Faith Alive! 
  Martha Ortiz Boyer, President, Conference United Methodist Women 


