
TO: Persons interested in exploring Clergy Ministry in the Wisconsin Conference of The United Methodist Church 

The United Methodist Church believes that all Christians are called to ministry through our baptism.  Within the baptized 

community there are persons who are called and set apart for the ministry of leadership in the Church.  God’s Church needs 

visionary leaders who can guide and empower the people of God to be effective witnesses for the Gospel and powerful 

agents of transformation, healing, and wholeness in the world.  I am delighted that you have expressed an interest in 

exploring God’s call in your life, and that you are open to the possibility of ordained or licensed ministry in The United 

Methodist Church as a response to that call. 

Just as people respond to God’s call in their lives, the Church has also been given the responsibility to affirm that call.  In 

The United Methodist Church, that affirmation begins in the local congregation.  The Annual Conference, through the 

District Committee on Ordained Ministry and the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, has a role in affirming a person’s 

call as well. 

The process of entering ministry in The United Methodist Church is complex and it can be lengthy.  There are several 

different paths into ministry in our denomination.  Part of my responsibility to guide and assist persons who are exploring 

ministry through this complex process. 

Regardless of what kind of ministry you think God might be calling you to, the first step for everyone who wants to explore 

ministry in The United Methodist Church is to read “The Christian as Minister” and discuss it with their pastor.  If your 

pastor is not able to do so, or is not a United Methodist clergy person, you may discuss “The Christian as Minister” with a 

neighboring United Methodist pastor or someone who has been ordained as an Elder or Deacon in The United Methodist 

Church. 

Once you have read and discussed “The Christian as Minister” with a United Methodist clergy person, the next step, should 

you decide to continue to explore ministry in our church, is to contact your District Superintendent to discuss attending an 

“Inquiring Candidates Retreat.”  At the retreat you will have the opportunity to learn more about what it means to be in 

ministry in The United Methodist Church, as well as specific information about the next steps in the process.  The retreats 

are normally held three times a year, in January, July and October.  They start on Friday evening and continue through mid-

day on Sunday.  The cost of the retreat to the candidate is $75, which helps to cover part of the expenses for lodging and 

meals at the retreat center where we meet. 

If you want to attend an Inquiring Candidates Retreat, you should complete the attached application form, and return it to 

your District Superintendent, along with a letter describing your sense of call to licensed or ordained ministry. You should 

also include a check for $75.00, payable to “Wisconsin Annual Conference.”  If the District Superintendent approves your 

application, he or she will forward it to me along with the registration fee. 

If you have any questions about the process of entering ministry in The United Methodist Church, I would be delighted to 

speak with you. 

May God’s blessings be yours as explore what it means to respond to God’s call in your life. 

Yours in Christ, 

Ty Hines
Coordinator of Clergy Credentialing and Vocatonal Discernment
Wisconsin Conference Board of Ordained Ministry 
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