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2021 Lois C. Olsen 
Ministry of Memory Award  

 
The Commission on Archives and History was pleased to 
present the 2021 Lois C. Olsen Ministry of Memory Award 
to Stephen T. McClinton, II at Annual Conference this year.  
The Ministry of Memory  Award honors the memory of 
Lois C.  Olsen, who was a driving force behind the 
collection of local church histories, records and stories 
from around our Conference.   The award is meant to 
inspire, identify, and recognize those who  through their 
efforts have made significant contributions to the 
preservation of the stories and records that define us a 
faith community. 
 
Stephen T. McClinton, II,  a member of the New St. James 
Community United Methodist Church in Milwaukee, 
received our award this year.  He has been the church 
historian at New St. James for more than twenty, years,  
carrying on a family tradition that extended from his 
mother back to his grandmother who was the first church 
secretary at the church.  His great grandmother was one 

of the first members of the church that was founded in 1948.   The history and records 
of the church have been well preserved and valued by the church and its members  for 
many years.  Stephen has brought  a technological expertise to his historian work and a 
special interest in pictorial history.  He has been archiving  church’s activities  through 
photos and has assisted in the recording of church’s worship services—especially 
important during the pandemic.  He is so active in so many ways in his church that he 
has become an integral part of his church,  and the preservation of its church’s history.  
Congratulations Stephen on your excellent work! 
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This month we conclude the series of looking back at 

the genesis of the three Wisconsin Conferences that 

would unite to form the Wisconsin Conference of The 

United Methodist Church. Certainly the smallest of the 

three, at least by numbers, was the Church of the 

United Brethren in Christ (United Brethren).  Like the 

Evangelical Association, the United Brethren originated 

in Pennsylvania in the late eighteenth century.  

However, it was not as a denomination, but as a revival 

movement within German-speaking Protestants.   

Unlike the Evangelicals, however, by the time they 

formalized their organization in the early nineteenth century they were well on their way 

to transitioning into a primarily English-speaking denomination. Certainly, by the early 

1840’s, when they first arrived in Wisconsin, their preachers were predominantly 

evangelizing to  English-speaking settlers. Indeed, the first United Brethren families who 

settled in Wisconsin (in Rutland, Dane County), and who arrived before United Brethren 

preachers, were from New England.  

Before we look at the arrival of the United 

Brethren,  I’d like to first acknowledge the work 

of  the Rev. Ida Richards Marquardt, because it 

mostly through her efforts that the United 

Brethren history in Wisconsin is preserved. Ida 

was born in rural Green County, WI in 1866, the 

oldest of five sisters. At the age of twenty two, Ida 

traveled from her family’s farm to Toledo, IA to 

attend Western College (later Leander Clark 
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College). She graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy in 1893 (out of the 9 

graduates that year, 3 where women). This was the same year that the General 

Conference of The Church of the United Brethren in Christ granted women the right to be 

licensed, ordained and become full members of their Conferences.  Thus, when she 

returned to Wisconsin in 1894, she was licensed to preach upon recommendation of the 

Cascade, WI quarterly conference, and in 1896 she became the first woman to be 

ordained elder in Wisconsin in any denomination. 

Marquardt would go on to serve the Wisconsin Conference of the Church of United 

Brethren in Christ until 1939. During that time she would serve as Conference Treasurer, 

Conference Recording Secretary, Trustee to Western College and, most importantly to our 

current story, Conference Historian. 

The Archives collection has the 

three notebooks that Ida filled 

with her handwritten history of 

the Wisconsin Conference of the 

United Brethren. Volume 1 

begins: “From 1842 to 1844, 

James Davis, called father of the 

Wisconsin Conference, served as 

missionary in Wisconsin, then a 

territory. James Davis when 

converted could not read or write.  Carried German and English grammars along with Bible 

in saddlebags. Superannuated 1850, transferred to Iowa Conference, died April 12, 1854. In 

1843 Wabash minutes, said Wisconsin Mission, James Davis, Iowa Mission to be supplied.  

Net increase in members 2,144. He was sent by Wabash Conference, which included parts of 

Indiana and Illinois. In 1844, Wisconsin was called the North District, and missionary James 

Davis served as presiding elder for three years.” 

Compared to the other two “pathfinders” (Rev. John Lutz of the Evangelical Association 

and the Rev. John Clark of the Methodist Episcopal Church) almost nothing has been 

written about the Rev. Davis and little biographical information has survived. However, 

what we do know is that the Rev. Davis was born in October, 1810 in Ross, Ohio, just 

north of Cincinnati.  He was the fifth child of eleven, born to parents who had located 

there from Maryland. In his late teens, his parents moved again to Warren, near Wabash, 

Rev.  Richards Marquardt’s notebook. Page 1, Volume 1 



4 

Indiana. It was there that he married Hannah Moore at the age of twenty in December, 

1830. That was the same year he was said to have been converted.  In 1833, he was 

received into the Indiana Conference of the United Brethren Church at their Conference  

held at Kingdom Church in Shelby County, Indiana.  The small hewed-log church had been 

erected the previous year and consisted of seats made of split logs with limbs of trees for 

legs and windows covered with greased paper.  In the years that followed, he was 

appointed to Wea, Coal Creek, Vermilion, and St. Joseph. In 1843, he was appointed to the 

Wisconsin Mission.  However, there is evidence that he had visited Wisconsin earlier.  The 

Rev. Ida Marquardt placed his arrival in the fall of 1842 and indeed James R. Davis, the 

Rev. Davis and Hannah’s fifth child, was born 

in Dane County in 1842.  

In addition to this, E.U.B. historian the Rev. 

Herman Block has documented that in the 

late fall of 1842 the Rev. James Davis 

preached the first United Brethren sermon  in 

Wisconsin in the log house of Isaac and Mary 

Chamness near Monroe.  Isaac’s father, 

William Chamness, was born in North 

Carolina and raised in the Quaker faith. 

However, when his first wife died and he 

married his second wife outside the “normal procedures” of the Friends congregation, he 

was dismissed. Shortly thereafter William moved to Randolph County, Indiana and 

became a devoted member of the United Brethren Church until his death in 1886. We can 

assume that his son Isaac, who was born in Randolph County in 1820, was raised in the 

faith as well. Indeed, the family homes of Isaac Chamness and the Rev.  Davis in Indiana 

were within 30 miles of each other, so it is not out of the question that within the small 

circle of United Brethren families, they could have at some point been acquainted.  

What we can say is that on October 3, 1842 the Chamness family arrived with “two 

children and 3 dollars” to the 80 acre homestead just west of Monroe, WI that they had 

purchased from the Federal Government.  As the Rev. Davis began his itineracy in 

southern Wisconsin, he probably received word of the arrival of his fellow Hoosier and, 

expecting a friendly welcome, paid them a visit.  The result was organization of the first 

class of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ in Wisconsin.  

 

Isaac and Mary Chamness 
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Now, a caveat needs to be placed on this last statement because, as some readers may 

point out, the United Brethren congregation in Rutland, WI (Dane County) traces their 

beginnings to prayer meetings held in the home of  Joseph and Almira De Jean in 1840. 

The De Jean family had located from Chautauqua Co. New York to Rutland sometime in 

the late 1830s (census records state their first child, Catharine, was born in Wisconsin in 

1838).  The Rev. Block reported that Joseph 

served as class leader. However, until the Rev. 

Davis visited the class in 1842, it would not 

have been  part of the Wisconsin Mission.* 

Notwithstanding this technicality,  one “first” 

that we can definitely attribute to the Rutland 

congregation is the erection of the first United 

Brethren church in Wisconsin in 1853. And, it 

was in this church building that in September 

of 1858 the inaugural Conference of the 

Church of the United Brethren in Christ in Wisconsin was held. The Rev. Ida Richards 

Marquardt stated that the first entry into the records of the Wisconsin Conference was: 

“Then they that feared the Lord spake often on to another and the Lord hearkened and 

heard it, and a book of remembrance  was written before Him for them that feared the 

Lord and that thought upon His name.-Mal. 3:16. ” Presiding over this Conference was 

Bishop Lewis Davis. In attendance were 13 preachers, with 20 charges to be supplied and 

an average of six preaching points per charge. It would make a good story to report that 

from these humble beginnings that the United Brethren went on to thrive in Wisconsin, 

but the truth is they remained largely small, rural and poor. No serious attempt was ever 

made to plant a church in the major cities of Wisconsin.  At the time of merger with the 

Evangelical Church in 1946 there were only 33 UB congregations in Wisconsin. While 

nationally the United Brethren outnumbered the Evangelicals by two times, in Wisconsin 

their membership was only a third of the Evangelicals. This by no means diminishes the 

labors of the Rev. James and all the men and notably women who followed in his footpath. 

Perhaps their Church did not grow and prosper as they’d hoped, but the fact remains that 

wherever they were stationed the Gospel was taught and God’s work was done.  

Sandy Kintner, Conference Historian 

* By 1850 Rev. Davis had superannuated and located to Fayette County , IA.  He died April 11, 1854 at the age of 43.  In 
1856, his widow Hannah married John S. Brown. The 1860 census lists John Brown’s occupation as United Brethren 
minister.  

Rutland United Brethren Church, Dane County 
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LOCAL HISTORIES:  Stories of our Faith 

Each issue of Flashbacks highlights local church anniversaries, celebrations and news.  

Please send us your contributions for the next Flashbacks. 

A Short History of the 

 Henderson Avenue United Methodist Church 

Part 2 by the Rev. Lamarr Gibson*  
Written by: Rev. Lamarr V Gibson, PhD, DMin. 

We pick up our story in 1989, when Rev. Ronald E. Brown transferred from the Indiana 

Conference and was appointed to St. Matthias United Methodist Church. He served the 

congregation until 1991. It is reported that the congregation had difficulties during this 

time. On October 31, 1988, a church profile conducted by the Wisconsin Conference 

leadership provided a short analysis of the condition of St. Matthias. The church was 

experiencing financial difficulties and receiving conference support (Table 1). 

 

* Author’s note: This history was compiled from the writings of various individuals found in the Archives of the  

Wisconsin Annual Conference UMC and some anecdotal reports. Dates of some appointments and significant events were 

not consistent in the documents reviewed. Further study will be needed to determine exact dates in these instances. To 

remain consistent with historical accounts, the labels “black” and “Negro” are used in this document to identify persons in 

the ethnic group currently referred to in American society as African-American. 

Year  Membership  Avg. Attendance  Sunday School  Conference Support 

1983  114  50  33  

1984  117  48  31  

1985  119  40  38   

1986  118  45  34   

1987  111  48  24  21,000 

1988 116  40 24  21,000    

1989     20,000 

1990    Proposed  20,000 

1991    Proposed  20,000 

Table 1 
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The report indicated that St. Matthias had a long record of internal conflict due to several 

strong factions which vied for power and control and had differing leadership styles. The 

Wisconsin Conference and a number of conference agencies were working with church 

leadership and the pastor to resolve difficulties. It was the opinion of the district 

superintendent that the congregation needed strong, experienced leadership capable of 

dealing with the various congregational conflicts and able to bring new members into the 

church. 

In early 1991, Bishop David Lawson and the Cabinet of the Wisconsin Annual Conference 

in collaboration with resource staff from the General Boards of Global Ministries and 

Discipleship and many conference agencies, conducted another assessment of the St. 

Matthias United Methodist Church and submitted recommendations for future actions to 

the 1991 annual conference. The report indicated the St. Matthias congregation had 

received considerable support from the East Wisconsin Conference, however its 

membership was declining (Table 2). 

 

Total conference support including unpaid apportionments totaled $205, 484.00 as follows: 

Program and building funds (from Board of Global Ministries):     $142,820.00 

Equitable Salary:                                                                               $ 43,208.00 

Unpaid Apportionments:                                                                   $ 19,459.00 

 

Year  Membership  

Average 

Attendance  

Sunday 

School  

Conference 

Program   

Support 

Building  

Equitable 

Salary  
Unpaid 

Apportionments 

1985  119  40  38  17,670   6,800  3,377 (56%) 

1986  118  45  34  21,000  12,500  7,950  3,797 (43%) 

1987  111  48  24  21,000  3,600  8,000  5,500 (58%) 

1988  116  40  24  21,000  3,600  6,987  4,033 (45%) 

1989 78  40 35 18,850  2,000  6,172  1,278 (19%) 

1990  60  30  9 18,850 

(GBGM)  

2,750  7,299   2,752 (58%) 

Table 2 
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The assessment report noted that the St. Matthias budget was not sufficient to support its 

ongoing expenses and indebtedness. The report also noted the congregation had a long record 

of internal conflict and stress as the result of disagreements among several strong factions with 

conflicting leadership styles. Efforts to reconcile these differences and secure reliable and 

consistent leadership had not been successful. The conflict was apparently viewed by the 

assessment group as intractable and unresolvable under the current St. Matthias structure. 

The conclusion reached by the assessment team was that a new ministry approach was needed 

if St. Matthias was to effectively engage in ministry to the growing African American 

community in Beloit. Possible options for a new ministry approach were then considered by 

the assessment group. 

The first option considered was merger with another United Methodist Church in Beloit. 

However, it was believed this option would be not acceptable to the St. Matthias congregation. 

The second option considered was to recommend the Wisconsin Annual Conference vote to 

discontinue St. Matthias as a chartered congregation. However, this option was considered 

politically untenable. 

The third option considered was to change the form of pastoral leadership to provide for a 

maintenance ministry. This could be achieved in one of three ways: 

1) By appointing a student pastor. 

2) By appointing a retired pastor. 

3) By having the congregation provide its own leadership each Sunday and use retired pastors 

or associate pastors from nearby United Methodist churches to attend to pastoral tasks such as 

administering sacraments and performing weddings or funerals. Appointing a retired pastor to 

the congregation seemed to be the most acceptable of the three. 

4) To yoke St. Matthias with another church in the area. This option seemed unworkable since 

St. Matthias had previously been yoked with one church (Plymouth) for five years and the 

experience did not go well. Despite this, five United Methodist churches were considered for 

potential yoking: Plymouth, Shopiere, Beloit Christ, and Our Masters-Grace. However,· The 

St. Matthias congregation had been yoked with the Plymouth congregation from 1984 to 1990 

with less than optimal outcomes. 

Shopiere preferred to continue their mission as a “student charge.” For various reasons, Beloit 

Christ and Our Masters-Grace viewed yoking with St. Matthias to be difficult or unfeasible at 



9 

the time. Thus, none of the United Methodist churches under consideration appeared suitable 

for yoking with St. Matthias, however. 

The fourth option considered was to yoke St. Matthias with another African-American (Black) 

church. This option was considered untenable due to doctrinal concerns and the fact that the 

CME church had earlier separated from the United Methodist Church. 

The fifth option was to remove all conference funds and allow the St. Matthias congregation to 

struggle on its own. This option seemed promising as it was thought St. Matthias would be 

eventually forced to close because it would not be able to meet its loan obligations to the 

General Board of Global Ministries. If St. Matthias were to close, an alternate form of ministry 

could be placed in the church building. 

The sixth option was for the St. Matthias congregation voting to discontinue as St. Matthias 

and agree to use the building for a new church start. This option would require a new name, 

new pastor and new officers. Also, the current St. Matthias congregation would be required to 

transfer to the newly organized church or to another United Methodist Church. The assessment 

group believed this option would create a new image for the congregation in the Beloit 

community, would remove problem people from office, and provide an opportunity for 

potential members to become involved in the church. 

For this option to succeed, a capable, experienced pastor who was well-organized and a 

“people person” would be needed. The pastor would live in the Beloit community and “tell the 

story” of a new United Methodist Ministry. Because of the weak financial condition of St. 

Matthias, the ideal candidate would be a retired pastor. In addition, workable “new church 

start” goals that included membership level and average worship attendance would have to be 

established. The goals were to include annual decreases in Conference support and a date for 

closure if goals were not met in two (2) years. 

Option six was selected and the Bishop and Cabinet recommended the St. Matthias 

congregation vote to discontinue as the chartered St. Matthias congregation and reopen as a 

mission of the Wisconsin Conference with a new name, pastor and program of ministry. The 

recommendation also promised a charter would be granted to the new church if the new 

Mission was successful (presumably in growing). 

The recommendation was supported by the Wisconsin Black Methodists for Church Renewal 

caucus, Ethnic Minority Local Church-Development Committee, Parish and Community 

Development Committee, Board of Global Ministries and the South East District Board of 

Church Location and Building. 
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The recommendation of Bishop Lawson and his Cabinet was presented to the St. Matthias 

congregation at a Special Church Conference held April 3, 1991. A majority of the St. Matthias 

Special Church Conference voted in favor of the recommendation for discontinuance. 

The approved recommendation of Bishop Lawson and Cabinet regarding discontinuance of St. 

Matthias United Methodist Church was considered at the 22nd session of the Wisconsin 

Annual Conference which was held May 29 to June 1, 1991 in Steven’s Point, Wisconsin. A 

resolution declaring St. Matthias United Methodist Church, Beloit, Wisconsin discontinued 

according to the 1988 Discipline, paragraph 2548 was submitted for vote and approved by the 

Annual Conference. 

The resolution resolved that the St. Matthias United Methodist 

Church at Beloit, Wisconsin be discontinued as of June 30, 1991. It 

was further resolved that the church building and parsonage be 

deeded to the Trustees of the Wisconsin Conference for use by the 

South East District in its new Beloit African-American ministry 

and subsequently deeded back to the ministry when it became a 

chartered church. It was further resolved that the funds allocated to 

St. Matthias United Methodist Church in the Board of Global 

Ministries report by allocated to the new ministry. 

As a result of the Annual Conference action, St, Matthias United 

Methodist Church closed on June 30, 1991 and reopened July 1, 

1991 as the Beloit African-American Ministry. Rev. Bishop Scott 

Thompson (wife Lois) a retired pastor and clergy from Michigan 

was appointed as interim pastor of the Ministry July 1, 1991. Later 

that year, the Beloit African-American Ministry changed its name 

to Henderson Avenue United Methodist Ministry. 

Rev. Thompson, formerly chief of chaplains in the Michigan 

prison system, helped healing to occur in the church, encouraged 

youth to be active in the church, planned annual church annual 

revivals and increased the financial giving of the Ministry’s 

members. In 1992, membership of the Henderson Avenue United 

Methodist Ministry was 72, the Ministry had a budget of $61,794. 

00 and received conference support of 24,600. In 1993 the ministry 

membership grew to 82 members, including 17 youth. The 

congregation’s annual budget was $54,272.00 and the Ministry 

received conference support of $22,000.00. During this year, the 
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congregation paid off their mortgage and a mortgage 

burning ceremony was held October 10, 1993. During 

the tenure of Rev. Thompson, the Henderson Avenue 

United Methodist Ministry purchased a new van and 

Rev. Thompson also served as president of Wisconsin 

BMCR. Rev. Thompson died in April, 1995. Rev. 

Thompson was a great asset to the Ministry, but the 

congregation failed to meet the number of members 

required for chartering (100) during his tenure. It 

appears that the Henderson Avenue United Methodist 

Ministry continued to be viable for a number of years 

after the death of Rev. Bishop S. Thompson. Marvin Spence was appointed as part-time pastor 

to the Ministry in 1995. In 1997, his appointment increased to full time. However, Rev. Spence 

left the congregation in 1998 and the Rev.  Rosalind Dryver-Scott was appointed to the 

Ministry. Rev. Dryver-Scott served Henderson Avenue United Methodist Ministry from 1998 

to 2002. 

From 2002 to 2003, the ministry was without pastoral 

leadership and in TBA status. Rev. Ebenezer Insor was 

appointed to the Henderson Avenue United Methodist 

Ministry in 2003 and served until 2006. After the 

departure of Rev. Insor, the congregation remained 

without appointed pastoral leadership and was served on 

a rotating basis by various pastors serving in nearby 

churches that were a part of the conference designated 

circuit the Henderson Avenue United Methodist Ministry 

belonged to.  

On January, 28, 2008, with the agreement of district superintendent Rev. Forrest Wells, Rev. 

Lamarr V. Gibson of the Wisconsin Conference Board of Congregational Development and 

Rev. Ric Olson, the Wisconsin Conference Congregational Development staff person, began to 

work with Henderson Avenue United Methodist Ministry’s congregation. Active members of 

the congregation numbered less than twenty at the time. 

To strengthen his work with the Ministry, in 2009 Rev. Gibson asked the current district 

superintendent, Rev. Samuel Royappa to allow the Stoughton United Methodist Church which 

Rev. Gibson served as senior pastor, to adopt the Henderson United Methodist Ministry. It was 

hoped that adoption of the Ministry by a stronger church would provide the congregation a 

stable pastoral presence and enable it to grow and increase in vitality. 

Henderson Ave. Ministry 
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District Superintendent Royappa agreed to Rev. Gibson’s 

proposal and in the Spring of 2009, the Stoughton UMC 

agreed to adopt the Henderson Ministry. Rev. Gibson then 

began working to organize and build the Ministry’s 

congregation and provide the congregation with pastoral 

care. Under Rev. Gibson’s leadership, the congregation 

asked the Wisconsin Conference Trustees to cede control of 

the congregation’s parsonage to the Ministry so it could be 

rented out for income. With the approval of the Wisconsin 

Conference Trustees, the Ministry’s congregation secured a 

tenant and began renting the parsonage. The Ministry also 

submitted a grant request to the Wisconsin United 

Methodist Foundation and secured funds to purchase a 

music keyboard to replace the unusable piano and organ 

owned by the congregation. 

On July 1, 2009, Rev. Laura Nordstrom was appointed as an associate pastor of the Stoughton 

United Methodist Church with primary duties of providing pastoral leadership to the 

Henderson Avenue United Methodist Ministry. Rev. Nordstrom served the Henderson Avenue 

Ministry for one year. In 2010, Rev. Afi Dobbins was appointed as associate pastor to the 

Stoughton United Methodist Church with primary duties of providing pastoral leadership to 

the Henderson Avenue United Methodist Ministry. Rev. Dobbins also served the Henderson 

Avenue Ministry for one year until 2011. 

After the departure of Rev. Dobbins, Rev. Gibson continued to provide pastoral leadership to 

the Henderson United Methodist Ministry. However, Rev. Gibson was appointed to the First 

United Methodist Church of Elkhorn July 1, 2012 ending his pastoral leadership of the 

Ministry. 

Early in 2012, prior to the departure of Rev. Gibson, District Superintendent Rev. Samuel 

Royappa asked Rev. Gibson and the Henderson Avenue Ministry congregation to consider 

allowing the Hispanic Ministry congregation of the River of Life United Methodist Church in 

Beloit to share space with them in the 727 Henderson Avenue building. The Hispanic Ministry 

of the River of Life UMC was founded by the Rev. Eduardo De La Cruz who transferred to the 

Wisconsin Conference from the Free Church of the Dominican Republic. Rev. De La Cruz was 

appointed to the Beloit: River of Life United Methodist Church October 1, 2009. By the time 

of their move to 727 Henderson Avenue to share space with the African-American 

congregation in 2012, the Beloit River of Life Hispanic Congregation had grown to over 200 

members and were seeking to become chartered. 

Rev. Lamar V. Gibson 
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Apparent relationship difficulties had arisen between the Beloit River of 

Life Hispanic Ministry congregation and the River of Life congregation. 

These difficulties had led the River of Life congregation to ask the 

Hispanic ministry to leave. The congregation of the Henderson Avenue 

Ministry agreed to share their building with the Hispanic Ministry 

congregation of the Beloit River of Life United Methodist Church. A 

space-sharing agreement between the two congregations was approved at 

a joint Church Conference held in the Spring of 2012. 

In May 2012, at the recommendation of District Superintendent Samuel Royappa and 

believing it to be in the best interests of both ministries, Bishop Linda Lee and her Cabinet 

merged the Beloit River of Life Hispanic Ministry and Henderson Avenue United Methodist 

Ministry into a church, creating the Henderson Avenue United Methodist Church. The merged 

congregations were issued a charter as the Henderson Avenue United Methodist church. The 

completed merger was presented and approved at the June 2012 Annual Conference session. 

It is uncertain if either ministry congregation voted to be merged with the other and the merger 

seems to have resulted from an administrative decision of the Wisconsin Conference Cabinet. 

It should be noted that the merger did not result in the blending of two congregations into one. 

This would have been extremely difficult because each congregation had significant 

worldview, culture and language differences. Each congregation also had distinct 

understandings about the role and authority of the pastor and administrative matters. 

Thus, the newly merged church existed as two distinct congregations who often moved in 

separate paths, but also tried many times to work together and support each other. This 

continues to be a “work in progress.” Over time, the “clash of cultures” has given way to 

mutual cooperation in ministry and administrative matters. 

After the departure of Rev. Lamarr V. Gibson in 2012, Rev. Eduardo De La Cruz was 

appointed senior pastor of the Henderson United Methodist Church and Gary Owens was 

appointed as lay pastor to serve what was now the African-American congregation of the 

Henderson Avenue United Methodist Church. Owens served until 2014, when Rev David Hart, 

a transferred Christian Methodist Episcopal Church pastor, was appointed as associate pastor 

to serve both congregations with Rev. De La Cruz. Rev. Hart’s primary focus, however, was 

the African-American congregation. 

Rev. Hart served the Henderson Avenue United Methodist Church until 2016 when he was 

appointed to the Sherman Avenue United Methodist Church in Madison, Wisconsin. Upon the 

departure of Rev. Hart, Gary Owens again was appointed to serve the African American 
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congregation as lay pastor. By all indications, under the leadership of Gary Owens, both 

congregations shared mutual activities and had amicable relationships although many 

significant tensions between congregations continued. 

In 2018, two years after his retirement from the Elkhorn United Methodist Church, Rev. 

Lamarr V. Gibson was appointed one-quarter time to the Henderson Avenue United Methodist 

Church as associate pastor. The following year, the nature of Rev. De La Cruz’s appointment at 

Henderson Avenue United Methodist Church changed from full time to half time when he was 

appointed also to the Luz a Las Naciones Luis Gonzalez Memorial United Methodist Church 

in Milwaukee. 

Presently (as of the year 2020), Rev. Gibson and Rev. De La Cruz are finding ways to work 

towards building a strong multicultural ministry. Although differing in ministry approaches and 

leadership philosophies, both pastors have found ways to strengthen and encourage their 

congregations. The hope of each pastor is to see a strengthened Henderson United Methodist 

Church emerge and grow into the future. 

Henderson Ave. United Methodist Church 
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History of Oak Creek Community United Methodist Church 
 

In 1840, Rev. John Lutz, a circuit rider for the Evangelical church, left 

Des Plaines, IL for the 100 mile trip by horseback to Wisconsin.  His 

hope was to establish an Evangelical church in or near Milwaukee.  In 

fact, he established 3 of them!  One of those three was in Oak Creek, 

where he preached in the home of Fred Eggert on the Kilbourn Road 

– now known as 27th Street.  At this time, he also baptized the first 

Evangelical child in Wisconsin – Mrs. Anna Catherine Wilke Esch. 

In 1841, the first Evangelical revival in Wisconsin was held in Fred 

Eggert’s barn. Houses of the time were simply too small!  30 adults 

were converted and 33 joined the church.  Early families were the 

Fred Eggerts, Henry Eggerts, George Roemers, Henry Wilkes, and Martin Schultz.  They 

were soon joined by the Esch family.  In 1842, the congregation of about 100 members 

began meeting in the Bertke Schoolhouse near 13th Street and Drexel. During the time at 

Bertke Schoolhouse, many memorable things took place.  Among them was the 

establishment of the first Evangelical Sunday School in Wisconsin.  This took place in 

1843.  Also during this time, Henry Esch became one of two young men to enter the 

ministry in the Evangelical Church, the first from Wisconsin.  This congregation was 

called the “Oak Creek Evangelischen Gemeinschaft.” 

After meeting in the Bertke Schoolhouse for 

about 15 years, a church was built across the 

street from it.  The land had been donated by 

John Koch for that purpose, as well as for the 

establishment of a church cemetery.  Built in 

1858, it was a 20’ x 30’ frame building.  The 

cost was about $1400.  With the move to the 

new church building, the congregation became 

known as “Die Salemskirche der Evangelischen 

Gemeinschaft.” In 1900, a new church was built 

on the same location as the first one.  The cost, 

LOCAL HISTORIES:  Stories of our Faith 

Rev. John Lutz 

Bertke Schoolhouse 
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according to conference records, was 

$2,282.23.  It would seat 110 people and had 

6 Sunday School classrooms.  The cemetery 

was located to the south of it and is still 

maintained there by our congregation.  The 

original building was moved to land owned 

by the Esch family, where it was used as a 

storage shed. In 1924, English was adopted 

as the official language of both worship and 

Sunday School. Up until then, everything had 

been conducted in German.  The congregation 

became known as the Salem Evangelical Church. In 1925, electric lights were installed 

and a basement was dug.  From 1933 – 1954, our church was served by students training 

at the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Naperville, Illinois. 

These were busy years.  During them, members and friends of the congregation gathered 

together in 1941 to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the church.  Another celebration 

was held in 1943 to celebrate 100 years of Sunday School.  In 1946, the denomination 

merged with the United Brethren Church.  The congregation became known as the Salem 

Evangelical United Brethren Church.  In 1948, a parsonage was built just north of the 

church where the old horse shed had once stood.   

Planning for expansion began in 1951.  There was some support for expanding and 

remodeling the existing building, but after much discussion it was decided to build a new 

church.  One year later, 5 acres of land were purchased 1 ½ miles south of the church.  A 

sign was erected and dedicated there in 1952. Plans for a new church were given new 

Salem Evangelical Church 

Dedication of  sign, 1952 Ruins of Salem Evangelical Church 
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urgency when lightning struck the church steeple at 5:20 p.m. on March 12th, 1954. The 

church burned to the ground and all that was left were smoldering ruins.  After the initial 

shock of losing the church had passed, the congregation moved ahead with plans for a 

new church home. During the time between church buildings, services took place at 

Hickory Grove School, which was located across the street and a little north of the church.  

On Easter Sunday, April 18, 1954, ground was broken for the new church.  On June 27th, 

the cornerstone was laid.  The steeple was raised in August.  Church services were moved 

from Hickory Grove School into the basement of the new church in October, 1954.  The 

first service in the new sanctuary was held on Palm Sunday, April 3rd, 1955.  Our new 

name was Oak Creek Community Evangelical United Brethren Church.  A few years later, 

in 1958, the original parsonage was sold and a new one was built just west of the church 

on 2 acres of land that had been purchased for that purpose. 

In 1966, the congregation celebrated its 125th Anniversary.  Then, with the 1968 merger 

of the Evangelical United Brethren Church and the Methodist Church, we became known 

as the Oak Creek Community United Methodist Church.  1991 saw the celebration of our 

150th Anniversary. 

 

Groundbreaking , April 18, 1954  
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With continued growth, additions were needed to the building.  From 1996 – 1997, a new 

education wing was added to the west end of the church.  This allowed for more space for 

offices and classrooms.  In 2002, in response to the rapid growth in Oak Creek and the 

surrounding communities, a new sanctuary was built, allowing for additional classroom 

space on the lower level.  The original sanctuary was converted to a community gathering 

space for varied groups in the church and is now known as Doyle Hall.  

 

  

In, 2015, we began our 175th Anniversary celebrations. Various events took place 

throughout the year, culminating in a dinner and worship service. 

March of 2020 saw the life of the church challenged with the issuance of shelter at home 

orders because of the threat of Covid 19.  Services could not be held in the building, so 

worship has been offered on Facebook Live since that time. Sunday School classes are 

held over ZOOM.  We look forward to worshiping in person again, and are planning to 

begin the move towards that by offering worship in the parking lot.  We know that we will 

continue to offer virtual worship services as a way of reaching out into our communities. 

Submitted by Lynn Williams– Oak Creek Community UMC historian 

New Sanctuary, 2002 The Next 175 Years 
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Immanuel and Salem United Methodist Churches of Norwalk, WI are very fortunate to 

have original paintings on their walls by an “Ecclesiastical Artist,” named Theron 

Balthasar Dodd.  It is unknown how these two churches were able to get this artist to 

come to their churches and paint, it’s just known that the final pictures are  beautiful. 

Mr. Dodd painted at the Norwalk churches in 1943.  At Salem he painted  “Christ in 

Gethsemane.” At Immanuel he painted  “Jesus Praying In The Garden Of Gethsemane,” 

both based on oil paintings by Heinrich Hoffman which hung at New York’s Riverside 

Church. He had a small picture of each that he followed very closely to get all the colors 

correct.   

One of the parishioners, Joyce Schreier, lived next to the Salem church and was allowed to 

go over and watch Mr. Dodd paint, but she was told she had to be very, very quiet while 

there.  The rest of her siblings stopped in to watch too.  It is known that at the Immanuel 

church, the picture was painted on a canvas. 

Original Paintings Adorn the United Methodist Churches 

in Norwalk, WI 

“Jesus Praying in the Garden of Gethsemane” by Theron Dodd 
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Mr. Dodd was born in 1889 and 

grew up among the hills and 

valleys of Haney Township, 

Crawford County, WI. His father 

was a sign and house painter.  

Dodd remembered that his dad 

would leave open cans of black 

and white paint around and one 

night he found a  brush and 

painted a picture of a big broken 

tree next to a log house. His first 

painting.  In 1917, his World War I 

draft card places him near the 

Mississippi River in Lynxville, WI, living and working on the farm of his mother’s 

relatives. After the war, he moved to La Crosse and worked in factories, but in 1922 he 

moved to Prairie du Chien. In the 1930 federal census, Dodd lists his occupation as a 

decorator in the paper and paint industry. Dodd would live next to the Mississippi River 

in Prairie Du Chien until 1974, when a new bridge was built and his property was going 

to be used for a boat harbor.  

At some point, Dodd had business cards printed up that read, “Ecclesiastical Artist, 

Reproducer in oils of any of the Old Masters’ painting for church decorations.”  It’s 

uncertain how many paintings he completed. Some reports state his paintings hung in 

churches in Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan.  In addition to Norwalk, we do 

know that in 1946 he painted 2 portraits of Christ for a church in Edgar, WI.   Both 

pictures were copies of original masterpieces chosen by the Edgar congregation and were 

enlarged from small printed copies.   

Dodd was quick to tell reporters that he was “born and raised a praying man.” It’s not 

known if Dodd was a church goer, although he was certainly a man of deep faith.  His 

children were baptized in an Evangelical Lutheran parsonage in Highland Prairie, MN, 

and his funeral in 1980 was officiated by the Rev. James Barnes of the Prairie du Chien 

UMC.  More importantly, he always kept a little rug  near his bed, because every night he 

would kneel to say his evening prayers.   

Submitted by Linda Beier– Church Historian– Immanuel and Salem UMC, Norwalk, WI. Additional material 

by Sandy Kintner 

“Jesus in Gethsemane” by Theron Dodd 
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Church Cookbooks 

In this issue, we continue our series 

on Church Cookbooks. The following 

is from a cookbook that was put 

together at the Immanuel and Salem 

United Methodist Churches in 

Norwalk WI in 1958.  It was called 

“Our Favorite Recipes of the E.U.B 

(Evangelical United Brethren) Ladies’ 

Aid”.  There were 130 recipes in the 

book  All we know is that they 

charged $2.00 for a copy at the Aid’s 

bake sale,  but we don’t know what 

the final product looked like. However, 

we do have a book of the submitted recipes, collected by our previous church  historian, 

Doris Young,  in the handwriting of the ladies that submitted them.   Here are a few of 

recipes from that book: 

MINCE DELIGHT        By Mrs. Ed Dreier ( Lucile) 

     CHICKEN LOAF         By Mrs. Harlan Ruskell (Dorothy) 

Scrap book of submitted recipes 

Crumble 14 graham crackers and stir in ¾ baking powder.   

Add ½ cup canned mince meat 

1/3 cup sugar 

¼ cup softened butter 

3 beaten egg yolks 

Mix thoroughly and fold in 3 beaten egg whites. 

Bake 350 degrees in a 9 in. pie pan for about 25-30 minutes until 
brown. 

Serve with whipped cream or ice cream while warm. 

1 chicken (cooked and picked off bones) 

8 eggs 

2 cups broth 

2 cups milk 

2 cups cooked rice 

2 cups bread crumbs 
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Submitted by Linda Beier– Church Historian– Immanuel and Salem UMC, Norwalk, WI. 

 CHICKEN LOAF (CONTINUED) 

1 can pimento 

Mix all together and bake in a loaf pan at 325 degrees for 1 hour. 

Then Mix together: 

1 can mushroom soup 

1 can condensed milk 

4 Tblsp chicken broth 

4 Tblsp flour 

1 tsp. lemon juice 

Boil until thick and creamy like gravy. 

Pour over squares of loaf. 

2 qts. Melted grease 

1 can lye 

2 qts. Warm water 

1 cup ammonia 

1 cup borax dissolved in cold water 

Mix lye and water in jar. 

Let cool and when lukewarm add grease, ammonia and borax. 

Stir well and keep stirring often. 

The more often it’s stirred the grainier it will become. (Like Oxydol when finished 
and dry. 

1 cup cream, whipped 

3 egg whites, whipped 

½ cup water 

2 cups cake flour 

3 tsp. baking powder 

1 ½ cups sugar 

½ tsp salt 

Sift dry ingredients 3 times.  Add to first part and add vanilla and bake in layers. 

WHIPPED CREAM CAKE     By Mrs. Frank Schell (Cora) 

 

SOAP GRAINS     By Mrs. Pershing Young  
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Gems From the Archives 

Many of our readers will remember that the Wisconsin 

Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church was created in 

July, 1848, having been split off from the Rock River Conference 

by the General Conference earlier that year.  This was the same  

year that the Wisconsin Territory split off from what would 

become Iowa and Minnesota to become a State.  Looking back, it 

is easy to forget how optimistic and forward- thinking the group 

of legislators that met in Madison and the group of Methodist 

preachers that gathering in Southport (later Kenosha) must have 

been. The Wisconsin countryside was still sparsely settled, the 

first railroad had not been built, the roads were difficult at best, 

and there were few bridges crossing the many streams and rivers.  We get a sense of what 

challenges those laborers in God’s vineyard were up against when we read a letter that 

the Rev. Elihu Springer wrote to the Treasurer of the Missionary Society of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church and published in the  Christian Advocate and Journal, earlier that year, 

in April of 1848.  

As Presiding Elder of the Milwaukee District, he was basically pleading to “Brother Lane” 

for more missionary support for his District. Apparently, three thousand dollars of  

mission support had been given to the Rock River Conference and the Rev. Springer, at 

great length, argued that at least that much was needed for the Milwaukee District alone. 

While the letter is too long to reproduce in its entirety, the following provides the reader  

with a few choice paragraphs to give the flavor of the Rev. Springer’s urgent appeal.  

First, Springer made a point of dissuading his readers of the notion that the 1,100 

Wisconsin Methodists in his district should be self-supporting (by the Rev. Springer’s 

calculation this would require $4 a year from each member to meet the disciplinary 

claims.).   He wrote: “We have comparatively few men of wealth. A vast majority came 

here with barely means enough to purchase a small piece of land at government price. 

While hundreds have come without the means to purchase a home, and have settled 

down, and gone to work on a piece of government land, with the hope of being prepared 

Wisconsin as a Missionary Field 
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to purchase it when the lands should come onto market. In this, however, many have been 

disappointed; and on the approach of the land sale, have been forced to borrow the 

money, with which to secure their homes, and pay from twelve to fifty percent for it. 

Meanwhile the great majority of our people here have been called to labor through many 

hardships and much difficulty in opening their farms and at the same time provide the 

actual necessaries of life for themselves and families; and consequently have had but little 

to contribute to the great benevolent enterprises of the day, or to the support of the 

Gospel among themselves.” 

The Rev. Springer then went on to stress that providing religion to settlers preoccupied 

with survival was not an easy task and that often the door was closed his preachers. He 

wrote: “You can scarcely get into a company of a dozen persons without finding one or 

more who were once, but are not now, members of some religious order. And a great 

proportion of these are Methodist backsliders. There is also much infidelity here. It 

presents itself in a variety of shades, from the vulgar Deist to the more refined 

Universalist, Unitarian and various grades of Pelagians,* who, to a greater or less extent, 

deny human depravity, and consequently, essentially, the atonement. Beside these, we 

have a large class of might be termed Nothingarians, who pretend to know or care but 

little about these things, whose god is this world, and “who mind earthly things.” 

At this point the Rev. Springer, decided to retreat a bit from his spiritual analysis, so as to 

not discourage those of his readers that might be interested in the missionary field, and 

defended the general character of Wisconsin settlers.  He wrote: “The idea that some of 

our friends down east entertain of the people out west, that they are a community of 

gawkies or ignoramuses is all a mistake. There are as many, in proportion to the mass, 

who are truly intelligent and perhaps more possessing real genius, than you will find any 

other community to which you may go. It would be well for those who come out west as 

school-teachers and ministers of the Gospel to bear this in mind, as it may save them from 

many blunders and much mortification.” 

The Rev. Springer finished his argument for missionary support for the work in 

Wisconsin by generalizing from his district to the rest of state. 

“What I say of this district is, to a considerable extent, true as to Wisconsin in general, 

four-fifths of which, at least, is properly missionary ground. I would here ask, Whether it 

*Pelagianism is a heterodox Christian theological position which holds that the original sin did not taint human nature and 

that humans have the free will to achieve human perfection without divine grace.  
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is right to say and do so much for foreign missions, (though I am ashamed that we do not 

do more) and, at the same time, leave scores of our brethren who are laboring in the 

itinerant field on our frontier work at home half supported; both they and their families 

being, many times, absolutely destitute of, and suffering for, the necessaries of life? My 

dear brother, I do feel that it is wrong, utterly wrong. It is crippling our energies and 

destroying our usefulness to an incalculable degree; and, frequently, either driving our 

best men into a location, or so entangling them in wordily matters as greatly to 

embarrass them, and seriously to injure their usefulness. Let him who has a tender heart, 

and desires a feast of sadness, attend our conference, and listen to the steward’s call and 

hear the responses of those brethren who have traveled on our frontier work. The most 

ardent desire of such a spectator would be fully gratified.” 

Somewhat surprisingly,  the Rev. Springer got opposition from a Christian Advocate 

reader who signed his letter “Lover of Missions.” “Lover,” who was apparently also clergy, 

admonished  Wisconsin Methodists that: “if they have hands and souls, they ought to 

meet the demand.” He then directly addressed the Rev. Springer: “Some of us get little 

pay, and have never once had our disciplinary claim fully met; but we wish no missionary 

appropriations—they would do us little good, but  material injury.”  Lastly, “Lover” 

proposed that: “if the country is new, and the Church poor, let the circuits be enlarged, 

and let us call to our aid the local preachers, exhorters, class and prayer leaders.” 

The Rev. Springer responded to “Lover” in another lengthy letter, rebuking “Lover’s” 

arguments point by point.  The Rev. Springer then ended his response with a truly 

breathtaking run-on sentence*: “Let me say to the Church, we are neither heathens nor 

close-fisted: but we are, from the newness of the country, the labor and expense of 

improving the land, from the rapidly increasing population, thereby, keeping the prices of 

produce high, by the constant demand, and the very moderate circumstances of the vast 

majority of our inhabitants, in embarrassed circumstance; and unless greatly aided by 

the Missionary Society, not only many of our preachers already here must absolutely 

suffer, as they have already done; or do as some have already done during the present 

year, vis., engage in some secular pursuit, for the time being, to procure the absolute 

necessaries of life: but shall also be a number entirely insufficient to meet the pressing 

and absolute wants of the people. O that our Church, both ministers and people, were 

awake to the subject.”  (Christian Advocate and Journal,  May 13, 1848) 

 

*According to the Guinness Book of Word Records, William Faulkner holds the record for a  run-on sentence at 1,288 

words in his 1936 book, Absalom, Absalom. 
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Goodwill Industries was the brainchild of the Rev. Edgar J. Helms, 

a Methodist Episcopal preacher who in 1902 was appointed to 

Morgan Chapel in Boston’s South End. The South End was one the 

city’s most impoverished areas populated by 50,000 immigrants 

speaking 39 languages. In response, the Rev. Helms asked wealthy 

people to donate clothes. He then hired people from the South 

End to repair the clothes and then price them so the people of the 

neighborhood could afford them. This was origin of the first 

Goodwill Store. The Goodwill idea, however, remained a local 

ministry until 1918-1919 when the Methodist Episcopal 

Centenary Fund supported a national expansion of the program 

to 27 cites, including Milwaukee.  In 1919, the Rev. Samuel H. 

Anderson of the Summerfield Methodist Episcopal Church traveled to Boston to learn 

from the Rev. Helms about Goodwill Industries. Subsequently, he reported his findings to 

50 members of a Summerfield adult Sunday school class of which Mr. Alonzo J. Winnie* 

was the teacher and George M. Wolff was president. Seeing an opportunity for service, 

Goodwill Industries of Milwaukee was organized on September 25, 1919 and 

incorporated on October 6th of the same year.  

The first three names on the incorporation 

papers were Mr. Winnie, Mr. Wolff and the Rev. 

Anderson.  They received monies from the 

Methodist Centenary Fund to develop the 

work which included a telephone campaign 

and placing several thousands bags in 

Milwaukee homes. As materials were collected 

they were taken to the basement of the 

Summerfield Church where they were 

Gems From the Archives 

The Methodist Origins of Goodwill Industries 

Rev. Samuel H. Anderson 

* Mr Alonzo J. Winnie was the Director of the Department of Training Teachers of the Deaf, Milwaukee State Normal 

School, University of Wisconsin. Mr. George M. Wolff was a prominent Milwaukee manufacturer of machine tools and a 

32nd degree Mason. 

Summerfield Methodist Episcopal Church 
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reconditioned. By November of 1920, 

enough donations had been repaired 

to justify the opening of the first 

Goodwill store at 758 North Astor 

Street.  

In April of 1921, Mr. Oliver A. 

Friedman, who had worked at the 

Boston Goodwill, was hired to be the 

Executive Secretary of the Milwaukee 

organization.  Friedman seemed to have make an immediate impact. The report of the 

Milwaukee District Superintendent in the 1922 Wisconsin Conference (M.E.) stated: “I 

shall briefly allude to the very remarkable year’s work done by the Goodwill Industries 

under the able leadership of Brother Oliver Friedman. The number of people helped, the 

number of lives blessed and ever-growing outreach in service is not conceived of unless 

investigated. The slogan ‘Not Charity but a Chance,’ is quite proven in practice. Visit 407 

Grove Street* when in Milwaukee and you will be a booster for Goodwill Industries.” 

As it happened, the congregation that would become 

Kenwood M.E. Church was in the process of building 

a new building on Kenwood Ave. and  had stopped 

using their church building at Park Place and 

Frederick Ave.  The original church had been build in 

1892 at the corner of Oakland Avenue and 

Greenwich St and then physically moved to Park 

Place in 1898, when it was the only structure on the 

block. Goodwill Industries used that abandoned 

church until they purchased the Van Dyke Knitting 

Company Complex in 1937.  By this time, there was 

little relationship with the Wisconsin Conference. 

Indeed, Goodwill Industries of Milwaukee had very 

quickly become interdenominational with most 

religious faiths represented on its Board of Trustees.   

Goodwill Industries– Milwaukee  

* This was the private residence of Mr. Oliver Friedman 
Goodwill Industries Flyer 
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However, Wisconsin United Methodists can take some 

pride in the fact that that they provided the spark that 

got the fire going. 

It also should noted that Oliver Friedman has been 

credited with developing the idea that Goodwill 

Industries should do more that just provide 

employment. He envisioned the organization 

developing seven aspects of rehabilitation: physical 

rehab, mental and emotional rehab, spiritual guidance, 

vocational guidance and training, educational guidance, 

economic rehab, and social adjustment. In the 1930s, 

he started an Occupational Therapy department within 

the Milwaukee Goodwill, the first such venture in any 

rehab organization in the United States. 

In 1938, Friedman left Milwaukee to become head of 

Goodwill Industries nationwide. However, Friedman's 

son Robert took over the Milwaukee Goodwill in his 

stead. Robert pioneered jobs for the blind and       

developmentally disabled people, connecting them with 

local companies that needed packing and assembly. He 

also instituted the practice of providing personal counselors who coordinated services 

customized for each worker.  

So, what was originally envisioned as a ministry of the Summerfield M.E. Church to 

people that society had labeled as unemployable, including thousands of soldiers 

returning from World War I with disabilities, eventually grew into an organization that 

has provided a light of hope to literally millions of God’s people throughout Milwaukee 

and the whole State.   

 

 

Mr. Oliver A. Friedman 

From the Archives Collection 
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
(Thomas Obediah Chisholm)  

 

. 

 I was born in 1968 - the year of the United Methodist 

merger.  For twenty years, I never sang “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” in worship as that hymn wasn’t included in the 

1968 edition of The United Methodist Hymnal.  However, this 

hymn had a significant impact on my life, as it is the hymn my 

grandmother, raised in the Evangelical Association, which later 

became the Evangelical United Brethren Church, loved to sing. 

  

When my grandmother suffered from bone marrow cancer and 

had to be placed in a nursing home, her pain grew so great that I 

would hear her crying down the hallway.  Yet, at the top of her 

lungs, and quite off key, I would also hear her singing her favorite 

hymn that proclaimed the goodness of God’s faithfulness! 

  

So, it is a privilege to share a little of the history of this hymn, much of which comes from 

an article written by C. Michael Hawn and posted at Discipleship Ministries website. 

 

Thomas Obediah Chisholm (1866-1960) was born in a log cabin near the small town of 

Franklin, Kentucky.  Though he lacked formal education, at the age of sixteen he was a 

teacher and by the age of twenty-one, was the associate editor of his hometown weekly 

newspaper, The Franklin Advocate. 

 

 “In 1893 Chisholm became a Christian through the ministry of Henry Clay Morrison, the 

founder of Asbury College and Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky. Morrison persuaded 

Chisholm to move to Louisville where he became editor of the Pentecostal 

Herald” (Hawn).  

HYMN STORIES 

Thomas Chishom 

(1866-1960) 
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Though he was ordained as a Methodist minister in 1903, due to poor health he only 

served one congregation, in Scottsville, Kentucky.  Still, 800 of his poems were published 

and many were set to music.  Chisholm had sent a collection of poems to the Rev. 

William H. Runyan, an editor at Hope Publishing Company.  Runyan put the poem to 

music. 

 

George Beverly Shea, a singer with the Billy Graham Crusades, introduced this hymn to 

those attending the evangelistic meetings in Great Britain in 1954. It immediately 

became a favorite.  Lamentations 3:22-23 is the basis for the refrain: "The steadfast love 

of the Lord never ceases, His mercies never come to an end; they are new every 

morning; great is Your faithfulness.” 

Though Chisholm was an 

ordained Methodist 

minister, this hymn 

wasn’t included in any 

official Methodist 

hymnals, until the 1989 

edition.  Interestingly, it 

was the second most 

requested hymn that was 

requested for the new 

hymnal!  It had been 

included in the hymnal 

for the Evangelical United 

Brethren Church, and was 

very popular in that 

denomination.   “A survey 

conducted in 2000 by 

Dean McIntyre, Director 

of Music Resources, Discipleship Ministries, revealed that ‘Great is Thy Faithfulness’ 

remains one of the favorite hymns among United Methodists” (Hawn).  My family agrees! 

 

Submitted by Rev. Joel Certa-Werner 

If there’s a hymn whose “story” you’d like to know, send a request and we will  publish it in 

a subsequent issue of Flashbacks.  Archives@wisconsinumc.org 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness: 1957 Edition  

Evangelical United Brethren Hymnal  
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DON’T FORGET RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO FLASHBACKS: 

• Emailed subscriptions :  FREE!! Send us your email to get on our mailing  list. 

• Mailed subscriptions: $ 15.00/year—due annually by December 31. 

 

LOCAL CHURCH HISTORIES REQUEST: Please send us information 

about  your local church history or special anniversary for preservation in the 

Archives and for publication in the next issue of  Flashbacks.  We will also 

print announcements of special services planned, or recently held by your 

church.  And please contact the Archives if we can help with compiling your 

church  history or with celebrating an anniversary.  We are happy to help! 

 

HOW IS YOUR CHURCH ADAPTING TO COVID-19: The Archives is 

interested in collecting material on how the churches of the Wisconsin UMC 

Annual Conference are adapting their ministry to meet the challenges of the 

pandemic. If your congregation has stories of  how they continued their 

spiritual care since March of 2020, the Archives would like to hear from you.  

Please send your submissions to archives@wisconsinumc.org. 

 

ARCHIVES UPDATE:  The Conference Center, and the Archives remain closed 

to the public.  However, we are happy to answer phone calls and emails.  Don’t 

hesitate to be in touch with any questions. 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS &  NEWS 
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