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POPULARITY OF THE CHURCH POSTCARD 
 

One silver lining of  pandemic is that the Archives has 

had the opportunity to focus on organizing our local 

church records.  In doing so, we noticed how common 

the church postcard was in the early 20th century.  

Often postcards are the only photographic evidence of 

a church building we have.  This documentation is the 

legacy of the No. 3A Folding Pocket camera introduced 

by the Kodak company in 1903. The camera used 3.5 

by 5.5 negatives which allowed the general public to 

take photographs and have them printed into 

postcards.  In 1907, postcard senders were allowed to 

include a message on the left half of the address side of 

the card.   

 

This “divided back” format initiated what has been called the golden age of postcards.  

The new technology allowed even amateur photographers to document local area 

events and prominent buildings in their community.  It has been suggested that no other 

single format has produced such a massive photo history of small town and rural 

America.  

 

A perfect example of this historical  gift is a series of postcards in our collection taken of  

the United Brethren in Christ Church in Richland Center, now Peace UMC.  The first 

postcard shows the church sometime after it’s completion in 1894. Then, on the 

morning of Sunday, January 15, 1911, the building caught fire and was completely 

FLASHBACKS 
Promoting the Ministry of Memory 

The Official Newsletter of 

The Commission on Archives and History, 
Wisconsin Conference, The United Methodist Church 

Ad for Kodak’s No. 3A camera 



2 

destroyed. Among the crowd that gathered outside to watch it burn was a local 

photographer, Albert Rockwell, who snapped pictures which he later printed on 

postcards.  Interestingly, the Richland County History Room has other postcards of the 

fire, showing different views, but without attribution to a photographer. Perhaps,  the 

work of an amateur.  Of course, the congregation immediately made plans to replace 

their building with a new edifice. In the  meantime, they worshiped at the Orpheum 

theater on Main Street.  But on March 6, 1911 fire again disrupted  the life of the 

congregation as the Orpheum went up in flames and was totally destroyed.  It is possible 

that this second calamity influenced the design of their new church or at least confirmed 

their decisions.  On July 9, 1911, a large crowd gathered 

to lay the corner stone for the new church.  It probably 

surprised no one present that the new church would be 

made entirely of cement.  This new building  was also 

captured shortly thereafter on a postcard. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  United Brethren Church, Richland Center, WI 

Fire at the United Brethren Church, Richland Center, WI  Newly Rebuilt United Brethren Church, Richland Center, WI 

Fire at the United Brethren Church, 
Richland Center, WI 



3 

This is just one example of how postcards can tell a long forgotten story.  Below are just a 

few examples from our files of other church postcards.  They demonstrate the diversity of 

church architecture over the years and also show how postcards have changed. Do you 

know of church postcards that preserve the history of a bygone era.  The Archives would 

love to see what you have in your local collection. Send us a scan and we will publish 

them as a regular feature in an upcoming issue of Flashbacks.  

Lime Ridge United Brethren Church 

Baraboo Evangelical Church 

Whitewater M.E. Church Whitefish Bay UMC 

Baraboo M.E. Church 
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Ironton M. E. Parsonage 

Ironton M. E.  Heavily Damaged in  tornado May 1911 

Rev. G. E. Boyer’s daughter, Ruth 

Rev. Boyer holding daughter. “Mrs. Pastor Boyer” far right back row Rev. A. J.  Kline and wife 

Here’s a collection of postcards from the Ironton UMC that demonstrates the variety of  

historical moments captured in postcards of the early twentieth century. 
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Over the next several issues of Flashbacks, we will focus on the 

remarkable story of Marjorie Matthews’s journey from a small 

town in Michigan to become the first woman Bishop in The 

United Methodist Church. On a ecumenical note, it has also been 

asserted that Marjorie was the first woman Bishop in all of 

Christendom since the 12th century.  Now, that’s  quite a 

drought.  Of course, most of our readers will be aware that 

Bishop Matthews holds a very special place in the history of the 

Wisconsin Conference, as her appointment to Wisconsin in 1980 

meant that Wisconsin was the first United Methodist Conference 

to be led by a woman.  

Marjorie Ruth Swank was born on July 11, 1916 in Onaway, 

Michigan to Jesse Alonzo and Charlotte Chapman Swank. Marjorie was the fifth of six 

children born into the family, the oldest being fifteen at the time. Jessie and Charlotte 

were married in Colman, Michigan in May of 1901. As Charlotte was seventeen at the time 

(Jessie was eight years her senior), and the marriage records dutifully note that the 

“father’s consent [was] filed.” Family stories have asserted that Jesse was a lumberjack, 

but Colman at the turn of the century was a mill town that produced wooden barrels. The 

marriage certificate listed Jessie’s occupation as a laborer.   And the 1910 census records 

Jessie as being employed as a stave joiner. Given Jessie’s birth and childhood near Toledo, 

Ohio he most likely located to Colman for work at the mills. * 

At any rate, by 1910, the Swank family lived in Onaway over 100 miles away in the far 

northeast corner of Michigan. A booming company town set in the hinterlands, Onaway  

was the home of the American Wood Rim Company. They used the abundant hardwoods 

available in nearby forests to produced wooden bicycle rims and later steering wheels for 

cars and trucks.  By the 1920s, the American Wood Rim Co produced more wooden 

An Improbable Path 
The Story of Bishop Marjorie Matthews: 

 First Woman Bishop in The United Methodist Church 

Bishop Marjorie Matthews 
1916-1986 

* Mildred Chaffin Portner Essay, Gratiot County Historical Society, Alma, MI. Portner quotes from an interview with 

Marjorie Matthews son, William.  
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steering wheels and bicycle rims than 

any business  in the world.  At its height, 

they employed as many as 1,500 people 

in their sprawling factory complex.  

Onaway supported two newspapers, 

three law offices, four doctors, three 

hotels, nine churches, two bakeries, a 

race track, opera house, fairgrounds and, 

of course, 17 bars.  

Perhaps Marjorie would have grown into 

adulthood in Onaway, but on the morning of January 14, 1926 a fire broke out at the 

Onaway sawmills.  When the conflagration finally burned itself out, it left the complex 

destroyed with an estimated $1 million  in damage. Nearly overnight the city of Onaway 

lost its reason for existence. The owner of the company decided not to rebuild in Onaway, 

but relocated to Alma, MI and offered any employees that followed him there a job.  

So, when Marjorie was ten she and her family pulled up their roots in Onaway and 

relocated to Alma, 175 miles to the southwest. There her father took a job as a “hand 

finisher” at Lobdell-Emery Mfg. Co. It is of note that Marjorie’s mother also worked 

outside of the house for much of her adult life.  First, as an “electric machine operator,” at 

the same company as her husband, and then later in life as an accountant for an oil 

company. In Alma, the family attended the Methodist Episcopal church. Marjorie 

recounted that her maternal grandmother always insisted that she attend Sunday School, 

and when Marjorie objected, she would reply, that “you’d better go because someday you 

might become a minister’s wife.”  Marjorie later wrote: “Little did grandma know that 

things would change so much in the United Methodist Church.”*  At the age of 12,  (the 

typical age for the time) Marjorie enrolled in preparatory classes and became a member 

of the Alma Methodist Episcopal Church.  After Marjorie graduated from high school in 

1934 she had hoped to attend college, but the poor health of her father made that 

impossible. So, she helped out at home and attended business college in Alma.  In 1936, 

just as she finished college, her father died. Marjorie found employment as a secretary in 

same company where her father had been employed.  

The American Wood Rim Company, pre-1926 

* Marjorie Matthews letter, June 10, 1982, Wisconsin Conference Archives. 
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In 1935, a fire destroyed the Alma Methodist 

Episcopal church. Two years later the congregation 

dedicated their present day sanctuary. Probably one 

of the first weddings performed in that sanctuary 

occurred on Easter Day, April 17, 1938, when  the 

Rev. Bryon Hahm married Marjorie and Harold 

Matthews.  Like Marjorie, Harold had gown up in 

Onaway and moved to Alma with his family after the 

1926 fire. Family lore holds that Harold and 

Marjorie came to age as “childhood sweethearts.” 

The 1940 census found Harold and Marjorie living in 

a house on 101 Allen St., which they rented for $25 a 

month. Marjorie reported that she worked full time as a stenographer, earning $1,100/yr. 

Harold’s job as a repairman for Mid-West Refinery paid $1,200/yr.  

Then, on Dec 7, 1941, Pearl Harbor and WWII upended the quintessential small-town 

Midwest life that Harold and Marjorie had started on Allen Street.  In 1942, Harold 

enlisted in the Army. Marjorie accompanied him from post to post for several years, 

moving five times in two years. Indeed, Marjorie gave birth to their only child, William, in 

Del Rio, Texas in 1944. The marriage, however, did not survive the stress of the war.  Their 

divorce became final shortly after Harold’s discharge from the Army in 1946.  Marjorie 

returned to her home town. 

Thus Marjorie, at the age of 30, was living in her childhood home with her mother and 

her son, William, a toddler. She returned to work at the company her father had worked 

for.  She worked as a secretary there to a department head and later to the president. Her 

church  became a support to her. Marjorie fondly remembered the care and concern that 

she received from that congregation which helped her through some very dark days. They 

also recognized her spiritual gifts and asked her to teach the Junior high Sunday School 

class, to lead their missionary committee, and to sing in the choir.  From these humble 

beginnings, she began her journey to minister to the wider church and eventually to 

become a Bishop in The United Methodist Church. 

Submitted by Sandy Kintner: Conference Historian.  

Next time: Becoming Clergy.   

Alma United Methodist Church 
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 LOCAL HISTORIES:  Stories of our Faith 

Each issue of Flashbacks highlights local church anniversaries, celebrations and news.  

Please send us your contributions for the next Flashbacks. 

 Emmanuel Community United Methodist Church 

Celebrates 175 years in Menomonee Falls 
                                 
 Menomonee Falls Wisconsin was, in the early 19th century, 
inhabited by native groups of Menomonee, Chippewa, and 
Algonquin. The European American settlement began in 
1836 around the Menomonee River.  The first meeting of 
the Town was in 1840. But, as early as 1838 John Martin 
and his family came from  Montgomery, Pennsylvania as 
members of the Evangelical church.  John Lutz, the first 
circuit rider missionary from the Ohio Conference,  visited 
the Martins in 1840 and soon after other German speaking 
families from the same area of Pennsylvania settled.  In 
1846, a congregation of the Evangelical Church was 
established with Rev. Andrew Nicolai as circuit pastor. 
Services and preaching (in German) remained in homes 
and schools, until Fredrick Nehs donated an acre of land on 
the northwest corner of Appleton & Roosevelt, and agreed 

to pay half the cost of building the church. The cornerstone was laid in 1860. The Red 
Brick Church on the hill served the congregation for 100 years.   
 
Merger with the United Brethren church 
came in 1946, meant that the church became 
the Emmanuel Evangelical United Brethren 
Church.  In 1968, when the Methodists and 
Evangelical United Brethren merged the 
church became the Emmanuel Community 
United Methodist Church. The present 
building  on Menomonee Avenue was 
completed in 1996 with a beautiful sanctuary, 
fellowship hall, celebration hall, classrooms 
and offices.  The original church bell is 
display in front to remind us of our past. 
 

Emmanuel Evangelical Church 
Menomonee Falls 

Emmanuel Community UMC  
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Planning for the 175 Jubilee began mid-2019, with many changes and 
challenges along the way because of the pandemic. Here is a summary of 
what our monthly newsletter, Pathways, included:  memories from previous 
pastors and members, church camp experiences, mission trips, historical 
information global and local, a history of Northcott Neighborhood House 

that had parishioner Wilma Hampel as a founding member, inspirational messages from 
our pastors and Bishop Jung, as well as updates on planned events. Trivia questions on 
the sanctuary screen cleverly engaged worshipers for several minutes prior to worship, 
including global and local UM information.  

 
Activities and Events throughout 2021 

• Memorial Fest Booth downtown with giveaways included: 
500 handmade face masks, Anniversary Tote bags with a VBS 
flyer, Emmanuel Church information, sweet treats, and seed 
packets. 

• Cemetery tours for Menomonee Falls and Zion churches 
(Colgate).  

• “Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social” in Village Park in August 
including: a dramatic presentation of an early circuit rider, 
performed by the Rev. Dan and Barbara Dick and, of course, a 
horse; vocal and handbell music; and children’s games and 
crafts.  The outdoor temperature was 95 degrees that day! 

• The Menomonee Falls Christmas parade will include a float from Emmanuel 
Community Church honoring the 175th Jubilee year. 

• Up to 12 scholarships to be awarded to local high school seniors who will be first-
generation college attendees.  This scholarship fund celebrates our commitment to our 
community.  

• Marketing for the events included t-shirts with our logo, 
Jubilee tote bags, outdoor and indoor banners, refrigerator 
magnets with John Wesley’s quote, balloons, flowers, creative 
anniversary invitations, and various posters.        

• November 7, All Saints Day Worship and celebration with 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung included glorious music, prayers, candles, 
flowers, communion, an inspirational sermon, honors to 50-year 
members, previous pastors, and the celebration of All Saints’ 
Day.  In lieu of a banquet, coffee and cookies were served.  

    Submitted by Bonnie Falk 

Rev. Dan and Barbra Dick 

Pastor Jerome Sahabandhu,   

Inoka Salgado,  

Rev. Im Jung,  

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung,  

Pastor Sean Cornell 
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What Emmanuel Community UMC Means to Me 

(Bonnie Falk, 2021) 

My roots with EC-UMC precede my birth. My maternal 

grandfather, Rev. Henry J. Beck, pastored this congregation 

(then the Evangelical Church) at the Red Brick Church by the 

cemetery on Appleton Avenue, from 1926-1928. Richfield 

and Colgate were also on the circuit. My mother was about 

12 then, youngest of four and told frequent stories of her 

clergy father. Grandfather was a German immigrant, and at 

the time, Evangelical Theological Seminary in Naperville, 

Illinois (now Garrett Evangelical Theological) had a unique 

educational program for immigrants. He therefore received 

his college and seminary degrees simultaneously. I only 

know him through stories my mother shared, as he died 

when I was just three years old. To honor his memory, and 

the 175th Anniversary of this church, I joined the 

Anniversary Committee in 2019. I became a member in 1997, when my husband Rev. 

Wesley Falk, was appointed by the Bishop to serve here. The snowy January evening of 

his Staff Parish interview, we saw the 150th Anniversary booklet on the table which was 

celebrated in 1996. I was delighted to see Rev. Henry J. Beck’s name listed as a former 

pastor of Emmanuel. Coming to a church that my Clergy grandfather had served and 

being closer to family helped mitigate my sorrow about leaving my much loved position 

as an Oncology Nurse Clinician at Marshfield Cancer Center in central Wisconsin. Wes 

was serving as North Central District Superintendent with the parsonage in Stevens 

Point, so it was an 80 mile round trip commute for me to Marshfield daily. As Clergy 

spouses do, I would readjust, find a new job, and come to know the worrisome move as a 

real blessing in the Menomonee Falls area.  

THE CAMP MEETING TRADITION  

A unique part of my youth memories and the 

Evangelical Association history, is the Wisconsin 

Camp Meetings in Lomira, my hometown. My 

grandfather Beck was pastor of a three charge 

circuit around Lomira when my parents met in 

Rev. Henry Beck 
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school, later married and 

raised our family. (In the 

1950’s Lomira’s population 

was 800). In 1853, some 

people came 35 miles on foot 

from Menomonee Falls to 

Camp meetings at Lomira to 

worship in improvised 

shelters/tents. Three families 

came from Princeton, 60 

miles north, by oxcart and 

others later by train, horse 

and buggy, then automobiles. 

In 1905 the camp meeting 

association of Fond du Lac 

and Milwaukee Districts 

were united, and Lomira was 

designated as the summer 

meeting place. Services 

continued in tents until a 

tabernacle seating 1200, was 

constructed in 1906, along 

with three dormitories, 

dining halls, educational buildings, office buildings and 16 private cottages…all of 

which I remember as a child and youth. Our local church held summer Bible School and 

worship in the tabernacle as well. Many summer weeks, revival services were held with 

visiting preachers and rousing choral music. After services, we kids had fun digging 

through the sawdust floor under the pews for lost coins...later placed in the offering, of 

course. In 1957( after 104 years of EUB Camp meetings) the grounds were sold to the 

Wisconsin Conference who relocated to Camp Lucerne, Waushara County. New 

facilities on a beautiful lake, became a meaningful spiritual growth place for United 

Methodists of all ages. The former Camp Grounds is now the home of Trinity UMC.  

(These images of Lomira were also from postcards. Another example of the importance of postcards to 

our Conference history—Eds. ) 
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La Farge UMC Celebrates 50th Anniversary  

of their Church Building 

The Rev. C. N. Cunningham  organized the first class 

of eighteen La Farge Methodists in the winter of 

1867-68. They met in a schoolhouse in the town of 

Stark a little north of present day La Farge. In 1871, 

they built a small church, nearer to La Farge,  at the 

north end of what is now Chapel Hill Cemetery.  At 

the time that area was called Seelyburg or Star 

Valley and so the building became known as the Star 

Chapel.  Lumber was sawn at a nearby mill and 

parishioners provided the labor. A revival was held 

in the chapel in March, 1871 which swelled the 

congregation to 55 members.  For the next seventy-

three years, the Star Chapel served as a preaching 

point on a larger circuit, but by 1898 it had grown 

large enough to be organized into its own charge, 

the La Farge Methodist Episcopal Church. 

In the spring of 1899, the Kickapoo River flooded 

out the town of Seelyburg and most of the residents, including the Methodists, moved to 

higher ground, a little south in La Farge.  In October of 1900, they purchased two lots 

from Dredsel Bean on the corner of Silver and Penn Streets in a newly platted section of 

La Farge north of Main Street. The Peterson Brothers of Viroqua were contracted to do 

the milling and carpentry work on the church at the cost of $500.  The old Star Chapel 

was sold to the Norwegian Lutherans, but the church bell, organ (purchased just a year 

before) and chairs were brought along for the new church.   As with many church building 

project, the Ladies Aid Society was very involved.  A history written in 1938 stated that: 

“The Ladies Aid, comprised of only about 25 members, put the roof on the church, did the 

painting, put in the steel ceiling, bought the carpets and piano.” On June 8th 1902, the 

new building was dedicated by the Rev. A. C. Vaughn with the help of the Rev. John Ford, a 

popular former pastor.  The Rev. Vaughn’s work on overseeing the completion of the new 

church was so appreciated that the Board of Trustees granted him three weeks of 

vacation.  

La Farge Methodist Episcopal Church 1909 
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For the next seventy years this 

building continued to serve the La 

Farge congregation. In 1938, the 

building underwent extensive 

renovations which included adding 

a basement where a kitchen and 

rooms for Sunday School were 

placed. As with many old churches, 

the steeple had failed and was 

replaced with one in the neo-gothic 

style. Much less dramatic but safer.   

In 1966, a plan was created to 

attach an educational wing on the old church in place of the formerly attached parsonage. 

However, under the leadership of the Rev. R. A. Pegram the congregation decided to build 

a whole new church instead at the cost of $140,000. The last service in the old church was 

held on Easter Sunday, April 11, 1971. Before the old church was torn down to make way 

for the new, much of the interior furnishings and church bells were saved.  In addition, 

with the help of volunteer Amish workers the reusable lumber from the old church was 

saved. Ground breaking for the new church was May 1, 1971. While the new church was 

being constructed, services were held in the high school gymnasium and the Seventh Day 

Adventist Church. Sunday School classes were held in the vacated La Farge Medical Clinic 

during the seven months of construction. The first service in the new church was on 

Sunday December 5, 1971. 

To celebrate the 50th 

anniversary  of that 

event the La Farge 

United Methodist 

Church hosted a 

special service on 

December 5, 2021, 

fifty years to the day of 

the first service held in 

La Farge’s new United 

Methodist Church. 
La Farge United Methodist Church, built in 1971 

La Farge Methodist Episcopal Church circa 1938 
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The special service began with music by the 

bell choir and a coronet duet. During the 

service, the hymns “O For a Thousand tongues 

to Sing,” “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus,” 

and “The Church is One Foundation” were sung 

by  the congregation. The Rev. Jorge Ochoa 

welcomed everyone to the service, then 

members of the church board honored those in 

the congregation who had been part of the 

church for the past half-century. La Farge’s 

oldest church member, Bernice Schroeder, age 

102, was in attendance. Bernice had been on the church planning and building 

committees back in 1971 when the new church was built and she shared her thoughts on 

that process. 

 Bishop Hee Soo Jung delivered an inspirational 

message to the congregation at the anniversary 

service. The title of the sermon was the same as 

1971: “We Would See Jesus.” The Bishop related 

his experiences of driving to the Kickapoo Valley 

that morning and incorporated his views of the 

area’s beauty into his message. Bishop Jung also 

assisted the Rev. Ochoa in the communion service, 

the children’s message, and the reading of the 

Advent passages. Also present were former 

pastors, the Revs. Doris Simpson and Eileen 

Kuehnl. After the service, the congregation 

enjoyed looking at the special historical display of 

photos and church programs from the past fifty 

years. Many attendees then descended to the 

church’s meeting hall for a wonderful luncheon that 

concluded with slices of the anniversary cake.   

 

History was excerpted from a 2017 history written by Brad Steinmetz to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the La Farge 

congregation.-ed.  

50th Anniversary Celebration, Dec 5, 2021 

Bernice Schroeder and Bishop Jung 
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Iron Creek UMC Celebrates 160th Anniversary  
 

Beginning in 1850, a number of farm families 

migrated from Pennsylvania to Spring Brook and Red 

Cedar townships, located between Eau Claire and 

Menomonee. These families had been members of 

the Evangelical Church back in Pennsylvania, so they 

wrote a letter to the editor of denominational 

newspaper “Der Christliche Botshchafter” requesting 

that a missionary be sent out to serve their growing 

community.  In response, the Rev. Joseph Rohskopk 

traveled from Buffalo County, crossed the Chippewa 

River, and preached in the homes of the pioneers.  

This was in the winter of 1860-1861. He made the 

trip of 50 miles by sleigh several times that year. 

During the following summer, the Evangelical people 

for miles around gathered at Iron Creek to attend an 

outdoor camp meeting for the purpose of 

establishing the first class. The following year the first 

quarterly conference was held and in 1863, under the leadership of the Rev. F. Emde, the 

first church building was erected, a simple frame structure that was located 

approximately where the present church is today. 

By 1878, the work that had begun at Iron Creek (the mother church) had expanded out to 

Eau Claire, Chippewa Falls, Prairie Farm, Wheeler, Menomonie, Elk Mound and Tainter. At 

that time,  four preaching points (Iron Creek, Elk Mound, Menomonie and Tainter) were 

separated out and the Dunn County Circuit was formed. 

 In 1900, the Iron Creek  Church built their second church building, the first having been 

destroyed by fire.  The church was remodeled in 1928 and a full basement installed. In 

1945, during the pastorate of  the Rev. Rollie Ferch, the 90 foot steeple was badly 

damaged by lightning.  The Rev. Ferch consoled his people on the following Sunday 

morning by telling them that lightning never strikes twice in the same place.  Right after 

church, the “consoled” people took the pastor aside and told him that this was only the 

Salem Iron Creek Evangelical Church  
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third time it had been struck. So the steeple was removed and a tower was installed. The 

Rev. Ferch’s wife, Evelyn, designed the tower.  In 1974, the education unit and restrooms 

were added.  In 1987 the first telephone was installed. In 1996, the sanctuary underwent 

remodeling including the installation of new stained glass windows. In 2011 under the 

leadership of the Rev. Margaret DeMaris the 150th anniversary of the congregation’s 

founding was celebrated by erecting a new steeple with an 8-foot lighted cross placed at 

the apex.  

Iron Creek Salem UMC celebrated their 160th anniversary on October 10, 2021.   Eighty 

people attended the joint worship service with guests, Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, and past 

interim, Pastor Tony and Barbara Hill in attendance.  

After the usual beginning of worship – the call to worship, hymns, and mission statement, 

the Rev. Joel Certa-Werner proceeded with some important recognitions:  

• Who had traveled the furthest – This was Bishop Jung, who received a car freshener 

for the return trip home  

• Who had been a member of Iron Creek: Salem the longest – Marshall Schaefer (70+ 

years) received a “Grateful” plaque  

• The newest member – Cassandra Schaefer, confirmed and joined membership 

in 2019 received a certificate  

• Family with the most generations of members – the Douglas Family with four 

generations. Clyde and Margaret  Douglas received paper napkins and plates for a 

Salem Iron Creek Evangelical Church:  Remodeled tower Salem Iron Creek Evangelical Church: New steeple 
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family meal and the rest received certificates 

•  Who had been present when EUB and Methodists combined to form The United 

Methodist Church – many members received certificates  

• Who had been baptized at Iron Creek: Salem – also many members 

received certificates  

 

During the children’s moment, the Rev. Joel lit a candle for the light that Iron Creek has 

shone.  From that candle he lit three more candles to represent Elk Mound: Trinity, UMC. 

Menomonie, and Tainter UMCs, started by the efforts of Iron Creek.  He asked the kids if 

the original candle got any dimmer by lighting the other candles?  In fact, the four candles 

gave off more light than the one candle.  “Let your light shine; share your light with 

others!”   

Pastor Tony offered the morning prayer.  The choir sang “Alleluia, Praise the 

Lord.” District Superintendent, the Rev. Barb Certa-Werner read the sermon text, 

Matthew 5: 1-12, The Sermon on the Mount. Bishop Jung delivered the morning address, 

“We Are Blessed.”  He prefaced his message by saying he always remembered Iron Creek 

as the church with the beautiful pine [tree] in the window behind the altar.  He said the 

Mother Church was a [source] a joy and pride.   Some of the highlights of his message 

were:  

• We are blessed because we are God’s children  

• See the ordinary as extraordinary  

• Change the world with love.  Are we being impactful?  Be the light to the world  

• Joy is enough; God is enough; Salvation is enough!   

After worship the congregation and guests enjoyed a catered 

dinner of: roasted chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, and cake.   

Later, outside, the kids played some old-fashioned games (with prizes) of:  

• Pumpkin roll relay  

• Elimination game by rolling dice.  

• Jesus Says (Simon Says)   

Everyone enjoyed sarsaparilla (root beer) floats.  

  

 History excerpted from “History of the Iron Creek Church” written for 125th anniversary (1986). Report of 2021 celebration 



18 

Church Cookbooks 

Tomahawk United Methodist Church 

Our Sanford Center records include several 

cookbooks that  the Rev. Lourinda Sanford saved from 

the parishes she served. For those readers who aren’t 

aware, in 1964 the Revs. Charles and Lourinda 

Sanford became the first  clergy couple to be full 

members in either Wisconsin Methodist Conference.  

Originally ordained in the American Baptist Church in 

1945, Charles and Lourinda served rural churches in 

Vermont and New York before moving to Wisconsin to 

be near Lourinda’s family. That same year (1964), 

Lourinda became the first woman received into full 

membership in the West Wisconsin Conference of the 

Methodist Church.  She would go on to serve the 

Wisconsin Conference for the next twenty years.  

While at the Tomahawk UMC, she helped the UMW 

compile a cookbook. Lourinda noted on her copy that 

the book started with her white bread recipe on “page 

one.” 

Homemade White Bread 

1 1/4 cups scaled milk 

2 1/2 T sugar 

1 T plus 1 t salt 

1 1/2 T shortening 

Cool to lukewarm by adding 1 cup cold water 

Soften 1 pkg. dry yeast in 5 T lukewarm water. Add to milk mixture 

Blend in 7 cups of flour. Knead dough on floured board. If dough sticks, add a little flour 
to board. To obtain a fine grain, knead about 5 minutes. Place dough in a grease bowl and 
cover. Let rise in a warm place (85-90 degrees) until double in bulk. About 1 1/2 hours. 
Punch down dough by plunging the fist in the center. Fold edges toward center, turn 
upside down in bowl and cover. Let rise in a warm place about 1/2 hour. Place dough on 
floured  board and divide into 3 equal pieces. Mold into balls. Allow to rest closely 
covered for 15 minutes. Shape into loaves. Place in greased 9X4X3” pans and cover. Let 
rise in warm place until dough fills the pans and center is well above the top, about 1 1/4 

hours. Bake in a moderately hot oven, 375 degrees about 45 minutes. –L.R. Sanford 

Tomahawk UMC Cookbook 
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Juda Zion United Methodist Church Cookbooks 

The cookbooks published by the members of 

the Juda Zion United Methodist Church 

reflected the lives of the members of the 

congregation. Some 70 years after the 

founding of the Juda Zion Evangelical Church 

in 1867, a cookbook was published by the 

ladies of the congregation in the late 1930s. It 

was simply titled “Recipes.” In the days before 

microwaves, instant packaged foods, etc., 

these recipes featured food such as “Wash 

Day Casserole.” Included in the book were 

helpful hints such as “cantaloupe will turn milk sour if left near it” and ”a bottle of 

kerosene put inside your clock will keep it well oiled.”  In 1967, a “Centennial Cookbook” 

was published by the W.S.W.S. of the Juda EUB church as a part of the year-long 

observance of the 100 years existence of the church, and included a section on recipes 

from foreign countries. Many of those recipes showed the German origins of the first 

families who founded the church, such as “German Sour Cream Twists.”  The “Country 

Cookbook” came some 20 years later, in 1987, and was “A collection of our recipes 

sponsored by the Juda United Methodist Church. Zion Church has long been known as a 

“musical church,” with its dramatic musical Christmas and Easter productions for area 

people. In 1997, the Senior Choir of Zion Church published a “Choir Cuisine” cookbook 

featuring hors d’oeuvres and cookies or bars. The opening recipe of the book was  a “A 

Recipe for Life:” 

1 cup of good thoughts 

1 cup of kind deeds 

1 cup of consideration for others 

2 cups of well-beaten faults 

 

Mix thoroughly. Add tears of joy, sorrow and sympathy for others.  Flavor with gifts of 

love. Fold in 4 cups of faith. Pour all this into your daily life and bake well with the heat of 

human kindness. Serve with a smile. 

Submitted by Hazel Matzke, Juda Zion UMC historian 

Juda Zion UMC Cookbooks 
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The Wisconsin State Journal front page of February 

22, 1909 was filled with several gripping stories:  a 

brutal murder in Trempealeau County, a train wreck  

in Sun Prairie, the return of the U.S. Fleet to Norwalk, 

VA, and a major speech by President-Elect William 

Taft.  But also highlighted was a case against the 

“Militant Ironton Pastor” who had dared to referee a 

local basketball game.  The “militant” pastor in 

question was the Rev. Alexander Friedrich* who 

served at the Ironton Methodist Episcopal Church in 

Ironton, WI.  It was a “scrap between its militant 

Methodist preacher and the older and more 

conservative of his flock.”** 

Was it a sin to referee a basketball game?  Did it 

warrant a pastor being removed from his church?  

That was the question that was to be decided by the 

Rev. W.H. Vance, District Superintendent of the West Wisconsin Conference of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church.  Numerous papers across Wisconsin and as far away as 

Williamsport, PA  and Stillwater OK reprinted the story of the brouhaha between the 

Ironton M.E. church board and its pastor.  What was the point of the contention in Ironton 

that required the urgent intervention of the District Superintendent Vance?  As the 

headline in the Portage Daily Democrat put it, “Minister Referees Game, May Now Lose 

Church.”* * * It seems that the Rev. Alexander Friedrich offended his church’s board by 

having the temerity to referee a basketball game between  the National Guard companies 

of Madison and Reedsburg, a game that Madison won by the score of 28 to 21.  

To the present day reader, this “infraction” may seem rather benign and indeed many of 

the Rev. Friedrich’s Methodist contemporaries were not offended. But to some  

Methodists, this was just another example of “excessive indulgences in innocent 

amusements” causing spiritual decline.  

Gems from the Archives 

Basketball Brouhaha 

Wisconsin State Journal, February 22, 1909 

*AKA the Rev. Alexander E. Frederick;  **Wisconsin State Journal, February 22, 1909, p. 1; *** Portage Daily Democrat,  

Portage, WI Monday, February 22, 1909 
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Indeed, the 1908 Methodist Discipline , in 

Chapter II, “SPECIAL ADVICES, V. 

Amusements” ¶ 68 stated: “Improper 

amusements and excessive indulgences in 

innocent amusements are serious barriers 

to the beginning of the religious life and 

fruitful causes of spiritual decline.” (pages 

56-57) Methodists were warned against 

“theater-going, dancing, and such games of 

chance that are frequently associated with 

gambling; all of which have been found to 

be antagonistic to vital piety, promotive of 

worldliness, and especially pernicious to 

youth.  We affectionately admonish all our 

people to make their amusements the 

subject of careful thought and frequent prayer...”  (pages 56-57). At least the Rev. 

Friedrich’s officiating didn’t take place on a Sunday.  Sabbath observance was a key social 

issue for Methodists in this era. 

The Rev. Friedrich was born in 1886 and raised on Hancock Street in Madison, under the 

shadow of the Wisconsin Capitol. He attended the University in Madison and in 1907 

received a Bachelor of Law degree from Georgetown University in Washington D.C. 

However, he decided not to peruse a career in law. Instead, he returned to his native state 

where the West Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church received 

Friedrich, at the age of twenty-three, on trial. In the fall of 1908 he was appointed to his 

first charge, Ironton.  A few short months later, the controversy surrounding the 

refereeing a basketball game erupted. 

In a interview with the Wisconsin State Journal  Friedrich stated the accusation “is about 

the smallest thing that ever went on record. I was asked to referee a respectable game of 

basketball, in a respectable place, at a respectable time, before a respectable crowd and 

with respectable players.” In his defense he said, “I went to the game as prayerfully as I 

would ascend the pulpit.” The Rev. Friedrich pointed out that the noted evangelist Billy 

Sunday, who has thousands of conversions a year, “officiates as umpire in baseball 

games.” He even worked in a Bible lesson with the interviewer, pointing out that “Jesus 

ate and drank and mixed with sinners. Should Jesus not of talked  to the woman at the 

Wisconsin State Journal, February 23, 1909 
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well, even though his peers thought it improper? Such criticism is disgustingly foolish. 

Such critics are simply not qualified to speak.  They are too brainless.” * 

On the question of the District Superintendent coming to Ironton to address the issue, the 

Rev. Friedrich stated, “I would he would bring about ten bishops with him. I am not in the 

least worried about the matter, for I feel that God, the superintendent, the bishops and in 

fact every one with common sense will agree with me that I did nothing wrong.” While he 

allowed that “soreheads are found in every community” he did not doubt that “I am right 

with God, and sincerely pray that my accusers will soon be so themselves.”* 

According to the Wisconsin State Journal, while the Rev. Friedrich was “exceeding popular 

with the younger generation,” the older people considered him “too fast” for the town. “ 

In the end, the District Superintendent met with the Ironton Board to consider their 

charges.  Afterward he declared, the Rev. Friedrich’s  “work here has been remarkable and 

I would not think of permitting prejudice to hurt him. I am proud of Rev. Friedrich and he 

will most certainly continue his work at Ironton.” All in all a good outcome, because Rev. 

Friedrich would continue his work for the West Wisconsin Conference for the next fifty 

six years. * 

After Ironton, the Rev. Friedrich was appointed to Kendall Methodist Episcopal Church, 

some twenty miles north of where he had raised such a stir. At Kendall he met and 

married Nina Hubble in 1913.  Nina would go on to be the first woman to serve on the 

Sparta Board of Education. Together they would serve numerous congregations in that 

part of Wisconsin, including Rockland, Big Creek and Valley Junction.  

 

In April, 1972, the Rev. Dr. Alexander E. Friedrich died at the age of 

88. His obituary noted he had “touched many people in all walks of 

life.”  He was a man of many titles, “an ordained minister, holder of a 

doctor of philosophy degree, an attorney, state probation and parole 

agent, Monroe county assemblyman, a retired infantry lieutenant 

colonel, divorce counselor and Wisconsin’s’ first humane officer.” 

Left out of his considerable list of accomplishments, was his 

controversial role as a basketball referee. 

 

Rev. Alexander E. 

Friedrich 

* Wisconsin State Journal, Madison, WI, February 22 , 1909 and February 23, 1909 
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Our local church files often contain fascinating accounts of the first settlers in  Wisconsin 

and the work of the circuit riders who struggled to bring the Gospel to them. Indeed, 

many churches in our conference have a history that begins with a Methodist, Evangelical 

or United Brethren circuit rider arriving to preach to early settlers.  However, in nearly all 

these accounts the preacher arrived without a spouse. Many early preachers were not 

married and of those that were most were not willing to subject their wives to the 

considerable dangers and hardships of their circuit.  Most wives willingly agreed. One 

exception was Harriet Evans Peet, wife of the Rev. James Peet. Her story is found in the 

work of W. E. Barber who, in 1917, penned a 

history entitled “Methodism in the Superior 

District in its Infancy.” In large part, he used the 

diary of the Rev. Peet that he borrowed from the 

Rev. Peet’s son, Edward Lane Peet.  

Harriet and the Rev. Peet’s story actually begins in 

the Five Points slums of lower Manhattan in the 

early 1850s. At the time, Five Points was filled 

with Irish Catholics who had fled the Great 

Famine of the 1840s.  Harriet and James met 

through their work at the Methodist Five Points 

Mission and Orphan Asylum.  It is said that only the East End of London rivaled Five 

Points for squalor and urban destitution.  Remarkably, they not only soon married, but 

decided to leave their urban ministry for one on the frontier west.  In August, 1855, the 

Rev. Peet was accepted on trial into the Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church at their meeting in Racine and appointed to the St. Paul City Mission.* His stay in 

St. Paul was short-lived, for in February, 1856, the Rev. Peet was asked by his presiding 

elder to “open the work” in Superior, Wisconsin.  The settlers had arrived in Superior in 

1853, and by 1855, twenty houses had been constructed. A year later there were 200 

dwellings. This growth undoubtably precipitated  the Rev. Peet’s call to Superior.  In his 

Circuit Rider Pioneers: 

The Rev. James and Harriet Peet 

* In 1855, the Wisconsin Conference encompassed all of Wisconsin and Minnesota. The following year the West Wisconsin 

and Minnesota Conferences were formed.  

Rev. James Peet and Harriet Evans Peet 
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February 7, 1856 diary entry the Rev. Peet 

recorded: “After long and fearful consideration 

have decided to go to Superior. Have found a 

man who will take us to Superior with him for 

$72.00.”  So, on February 11, 1856,  Harriet and 

the Rev. Peet left St. Paul “with our faces toward 

the new work.” With them, they carried  $250 of 

missionary money “for expenses and living until 

next Conference. “ They made it to Stillwater, 

some 15 miles away, the first day.   Apparently 

their oxen were struggling to pull their sled for 

the next day they were “compelled to leave one-

half of our pork and all of our flour as the load is 

to great to carry.” They then traveled up the  St. Croix River as far as Taylor Falls, where 

they left the relative ease of the river bank and “journeyed into the wilderness.”  They 

“camped out in the forest.”  And then, on February 16:  Shortly after we started this 

morning, the rig swung against a tree, catching Mrs. Peet (Harriet), who was riding, 

between the load and tree in such a position that it was necessary to cut the tree down 

before she could be released and the team started.”  The Rev. Peet’s diary reports that 

the next day “we rested and gave thanks for our safe deliverance in the dangers of our 

journey.” On February 19, nine days after leaving St. Paul , the Peets arrived at Superior  

“glad the journey is done.”  They found a house to live in the next day and “bought 100  

pounds of flour paying $18 for it.”  They moved in their home a day later and were soon 

sharing their first meal.  As Peet recorded it: “Our house is of hewn logs.  For our 

supper last eve (the first meal in the new home), we had a fresh herring fish from the 

Lake, bread and butter, apple sauce and pie, all of which we eat with our fingers from 

the dishes on two chairs as we have no table.”  

Within days, the Rev. Peet was preaching at meetings and homes throughout the town. 

In March, the Rev. Peet organized the first Methodist class in Superior consisting of his 

wife Harriet, and Charles and Caroline Felt.  

For the next four years the Rev. Peet and Harriet labored in this outpost of Methodism. 

The Rev. Peet traveled a circuit of 500 miles, encompassing an area including Bayfield , 

La Pointe on Madeline Island , as well as Duluth and Two Harbors in what would 

become Minnesota.  In order to “reach most of his appointments he had to resort to row 

Star Tribune, Minneapolis, July 21, 1915 
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boat or sailboat.”  Harriet  had given birth to two 

children, but still was reported to have accompanied 

her husband on many of these trips.  Thus she was 

called the “Little Lady of the Lonesome Trail.” 

In 1864, at the age of 35, the Rev. Peet went into 

service in the U.S. Civil War. He enlisted as a chaplain 

to the 50th U.S. Colored Infantry serving in 

Mississippi and Alabama. After a year and half, he 

was mustered out due to an illness from which he 

never recovered, He died in  November, 1866, and 

was buried in Anoka, Minnesota. Harriet’s hardiness 

is evident in the fact she outlived Peet by forty-eight 

years.  She remarried, and had another child. She 

remained a loyal Methodist and attended the famous 

Red Rock camp meetings for over twenty years. Two 

years before  her death in 1914,  she was  the guest of honor on the inaugural trip of the 

Soo Line train between Duluth, Minnesota and Superior, Wisconsin. She covered the same 

route that she had covered by sleigh and coach in that cold February, 1856. 

As W. E. Barber noted in his  history of “Methodism in the Superior District in its Infancy:” 

Another name that should be dear to the Methodist in this District in that of the noble 

wife of our first Pastor, Mrs. James Peet, who in the severe winter weather of 1856, left 

the comforts of St. Paul to face a journey through the wilderness to a new city only just 

founded where no roads or railroads were and where for several months they must be 

isolated from the rest of the world, when the frost locked the waters of the Soo to the 

vessels which enable them to communicate with others. She encountered new 

experiences and perils on that trip that would deter most of wives of our pastors today 

(1917).  She was known as the Little Lady of the Trail.”  She bravely made that overland 

trip from St. Paul to Superior—in the cold month of February!* 

*Excerpts from the diary of the Rev. James Peet were incorporated into the article “Methodism in the 

Superior District in its Infancy,” compiled by W. E. Barber, Danbury, Wis., March 23, 1917.  The diary 

was loaned to the writer by the Rev.  and Harriet Peet’s son, Ed. L. Peet.  Further information on the 

ministry of the Rev. Peet was recorded in “A Brief History of the Rise of Methodism at the ‘Head of the 

Lakes’” by the Rev. Ulysses S. Villars for the Semi-Centennial Anniversary of the First  Methodist 

Episcopal Church of Superior, Wisconsin in 1907. 

 

Harriet and the  Rev. Peet as Chaplain 
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Noteworthy Hymn Books In The Archives 
Isaac Watts 

Isaac Watts has been called the “Father of 

English hymnody.” Many of his more than 600 

hymns are still sung today.  He was born in 

England in July, 1674 to Isaac Watts, Sr. and 

his wife Sarah. The Watts family were 

Dissenters or Nonconformists, meaning that 

they did not conform to the doctrines or 

practices of  the Church of England. Around 

the time of Isaac Jr.’s birth, his father was 

arrested for his faith and Sarah reportingly 

nursed Isaac on the steps outside the prison.*  

In spite of the inauspicious beginning, Watts 

grew up to become the most influential of all English hymnists.  His background reflects 

his later movement away from the straight singing of the psalms  toward  hymns that  

gave a more personal expression.  This is indicated by the title of his hymnal, The Psalms 

of David Imitated in the Language of the New Testament And Applied to the Christian State 

and Worship (first published in 1719).  Included in that book was one of his most well-

known hymns, “Joy to the World.” Based on Psalm 98, the hymn does not follow the 

psalm word for word, but rather offers an interpretation.  

The Archives is extremely fortunate to 

have a copy of the seventeenth edition 

(1751) of this early Watts hymnal.  See 

the title page above and the printing of 

the hymn on the right.  The Archives 

also has  an 1820 edition of An 

Arrangement of the Psalms, Hymns, and 

Spiritual Songs of the Rev. Isaac Watts, 

D.D.,  arranged by James Winchell of 

the First Baptist Church of Boston, MA, 

and a 1868 edition arranged by 

Samuel Worchester of the Tabernacle 

Church, Salem, MA.   

1751 edition of  Isaac Watts’s “The Psalms of David” 

* “Isaac Watts,” Center for Church Music, Songs & Hymns. Grand Haven, MI.  

“Joy to the World” Isaac Watt’s, 1751 edition  
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DON’T FORGET RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO FLASHBACKS: 

• Emailed subscriptions:  FREE!! Send us your email to get on our mailing  list. 

• Mailed subscriptions: $ 15.00/year—due annually by December 31. 

 

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO FLASHBACKS!                                          
We look forward  to your contributions to what we hope will become regular features of 

Flashbacks—our Hymn Stories, Church Cookbook specials, and Church Postcards 

sections.  But we need to hear from you to be able to continue highlighting these 

interesting pieces of our history. 

 

LOCAL CHURCH HISTORIES REQUEST:                                               

Please send us information about  your local church history or special 

anniversary for preservation in the Archives and for publication in the next 

issue of  Flashbacks.   And please contact the Archives if we can help with 

compiling your church  history or with celebrating an anniversary.  We are 

happy to help! 

 

ARCHIVES UPDATE:                                                                                       

The Conference Center, and the Archives remain closed to the public.  

However, we are happy to answer phone calls and emails.  Don’t hesitate to be 

in touch with any questions. 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS &  NEWS 
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Contact the Archives at:   

608-837-7328; archives@wisconsinumc.org 

Donations to help sustain the publication 
of Flashbacks are always appreciated.  


