Scripture Texts
and Themes

Think Greater! Scripture Texts and Themes
Week One: Orientation—Live, Give,
Love Beyond All Expectation

John 10:1-10
“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way
is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper
opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice.
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead
of them, and the sheep follow him because they
know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but
they will run from him because they do not know the
voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech
with them, but they did not understand what he was
saying to them.

• Do more than the minimum—go the extra mile.
•W
 hat does it look like to “Be perfect, therefore, as
your heavenly Father is perfect”?
•H
 ow do we change the world by our commitment
to live, give, and love beyond all expectation?
Matthew 5:38-48
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye
and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not
resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the
right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants
to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as
well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go
also the second mile. Give to everyone who begs
from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to
borrow from you.

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you,
I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before
me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not
listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me
will be saved, and will come in and go out and find
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.”

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you,
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, so that you may be children of your Father in
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and
on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and
on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love
you, what reward do you have? Do not even the taxcollectors do the same? And if you greet only your
brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

Romans 8:31-39
What then are we to say about these things? If God
is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will
he not with him also give us everything else? Who
will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus,
who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword? As it is written,

1 Corinthians 4:1-2
Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and
stewards of God’s mysteries. Moreover, it is required
of stewards that they should be found trustworthy.

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

Week Two: Live Enthusiastically

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

• What does it mean to live life abundantly?
•H
 ow do we move from a scarcity to an abundance
mentality?
• In what ways does our commitment to live enthusiastically transform the world?
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Week Three: Give Wholeheartedly

Colossians 3:12-17

• What are the many ways we give wholeheartedly?

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and,
if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive
each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you
also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
to which indeed you were called in the one body.
And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

•W
 hat does it require to cultivate a life of generosity
and giving?
• How does our giving transform the world?
Matthew 6:19-21
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust consume and where thieves
break in and steal; but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in and
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.
2 Corinthians 9:6-8
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you
have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is
able to provide you with every blessing in abundance,
so that by always having enough of everything, you
may share abundantly in every good work.

Week Five: Beyond All Expectation

Week Four: Love Unconditionally

John 14:8-14

• What does it mean to do greater works than Jesus?
•W
 hat happens when “good enough” is no longer
an acceptable standard for Christian living?
 hat is within our control to change, transform,
•W
redeem, and make truly great?

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and
we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on
my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me
because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell
you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works
than these, because I am going to the Father. I will
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask
me for anything, I will do it.”

•C
 ultivate the love of God and neighbor in all that
we do and say.
• In what ways do we live the blessing of beloved
community together and in witness to the world?
• If we extended the bounds of beloved community
to everyone, how might we transform the world?
Luke 10:25-28
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,”
he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He
said to him, “What is written in the law? What do
you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your strength, and with all your
mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to
him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and
you will live.”

Philippians 4:4-9
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord
is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
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let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things. Keep on doing the things
that you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

And the one who was seated on the throne said,
“See, I am making all things new.” Also he said,
“Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

Week Six: Celebration Sunday—Live,
Give, Love Beyond All Expectation

Romans 12:1-2
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by
the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so
that you may discern what is the will of God—what is
good and acceptable and perfect.

•W
 hat does it mean to have a new beginning—new
opportunities and a fresh start?
• In what ways might we “make all things new”?
 ow do we begin a new chapter, building on the
•H
story of our past, but beginning to create a new
future?
Revelation 21:1-5
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[All Scripture texts are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of
the Bible. Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.]
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I
heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
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