
 

Keep  

planting!!

!  

Greetings!   

Spring entered gracefully as we celebrated the res-

urrection of Jesus Christ this past Easter.  This 

brings to mind new life, new beginnings, new 

things that are happening in our lives.  Each of our 

children has something ñnewò happening in their 

lives, in their walk with God, during the next 

eleven months.  Seth will graduate from River 

Valley High School in a couple of weeks and fi-

nalize plans for starting school in Calmar, Iowa in 

August.  Lucas got his permit early in March and 

needs to get all the hours of supervised driving in 

so he can try for his driverôs license in early Sep-

tember.  Kristin is expecting her first baby (itôs a 

girl) around the 4th of July.  John and I are going to 

be grandparents for the first time and very in-

volved as Kristinôs husband, Shane is in Iraq until 

February of 2010.  And Meagan is engaged to be 

married in April of 2010.  So itôs going to be a 

busy, exciting year of new 

life and new beginnings for 

our family. 

God has played a major 

part in our lives and we 

thank him, so very much 

for each and every day he 

allows us to participate in 

new life, new begin-

ningséé.new things.  It is 

my sincere hope that your 

unit members are enjoying 

the new life given to us 

through the change of sea-

sons, new beginnings in 

programming ideas, and 

new opportunities to fulfill the mission of United 

Methodist Women. 

I encourage you to pay close attention to the infor-

mation on School of Christian Mission which is 

included in this newsletter.  It provides a wonder-

ful setting in which to participate in really worth-

while studies and enjoy meeting other women 

committed to carrying out Godôs mission for us.  If 

your unit has never been represented at School of 

Christian Mission I challenge you to encourage 

one or more members to attend.  You might even 

consider offering a partial or full scholarship.  

Lately I have been hearing a lot about ñextravagant 

generosityò as the members of my church are de-

veloping the ñvision planò for the next several 

years.  ñExtravagant generosityò is when we give 

of ourselves as 

God calls us to do 

to share his minis-

try, to help others 

in need, to provide 

food for the hun-

gry, clothes for the 

naked, and re-

sources that help people to survive.  As United 

Methodist Women we focus on all of these areas 

through our programs and our 

ñgivingò.    ñExtravagant generosityò is giving of 

yourself and/or your resources to make an impact 

on someoneôs life without expecting anything in 

return.  But there is a ñreturnò!  Knowing that you 

contributed to make a difference in someoneôs 

lifeðhelping a person to meet a basic human 

needðis so rewarding and fulfilling.  Knowing 

that God is smiling at you, saying ñWell done, my 

child!ò makes generosity so meaningful. 

            I hope your summer programs are exciting 

and we look forward to seeing many of your at our 

Annual Celebration which will be held at the Fen-

nimore United Methodist Church on Thursday, 

September 24, 2009.  Please mark that date on 

your calendar.  Complete details will be printed in 

the August 2009 newsletter. 

Shalom 

 Julie Oliver  

Coulee District President  Presidentõs Message 
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*****HURRY****  

 

SOCM Registration 

Due JUNE 15!!! 

 



Jane Prouty  

Coulee District Treasurer  

 

Carol Andrew  

Coulee District Secretary  
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Treasurerôs Account 

Vice Presidentôs Pen 

Secretaryôs Memo 

Instead of me telling you how great the Spring Retreat 

at Sinsinawa was, I will let some of your  fellow 

UMW members share their favorite parts of the week-

end.   

ñThe speaker, Sandy Brubenzer, did an excellent job.ò 

ñShe gave us time to ponder and share.ò 

ñHaving roundtable discussions and sitting with  

different people were both greatò 

ñThe peace and quiet. Food was good.ò 

Although we were a small group, everyone left with 

feelings of good fellowship, good sharing of ideas and 

the importance of listening and discerning.  All of 

what was covered was very applicable in our personal 

life, our home, the church, and community groups we 

might belong to.  Sandy gave us tips from Ericôs Law 

that DISERNING techniques. They are: 

Framing-posing the question 

Groundingï sharing principles 

Sheddingï put aside biases 

Rootingï history/emotions 

Listening-hearing Godôs voice in others 

Exploringï developing options/Trust 

Improving-each option made its best 

Weightingï rank options 

Closingï vote 

Restingï waiting 

In Colosians 2:7 it says, ñKeep your roots deep in him, 

build your life on him, and become stronger in your 

faith, as you were taught.ò As you do this, go out and 

share your faith with others (church and un-churched) 

around you with listening and discernment.  

Hope to see you at SOCM, Annual Celebration, and 

Day of Enrichment! 

Just a note about what is happening in Coulee Dis-

trict Finances. With 5/12 of our year in the past, I 

have received about 25% of our annual pledge to 

mission. Our Call to Prayer and Self Denial Offering 

has reached $1616.27. 

I am highlighting one of our giving: the gift to mission 

cards.  These attractive cards cost $5.00 each, which 

is a contribution to missions. One card will fulfill 

one requirement for achieving the 5 Star Award.  

Send the money and order blank found in the 2008-

2012 Handbook to me, and I will send the card(s)

 to you.  They will also be for sale at the an-

nual celebration at Fennimore in September.   

Cards to send are available in the following  

categories:  

Congratulations Peace  Baby 

Thinking of you Birthday Thank you 

In the Service of Christ Special Day Christmas 

Thank you for your giving to help many needy per-

sons in our world. 

( ( ( ( ( E C H O E S ) ) ) ) )  

Dee Gray  

Carol Andrew  

Please share the MABLE HEIL SCHOLARSHIP in 

your local unit and church congregation. From the 

will of Mable Heil, a  Cuba City Methodist Woman, 

a scholarship fund was set up offering grants to 

women seeking funds for a higher education. Appli-

cants must  be female members of United Methodist 

Women of the Wisconsin Conference.  Applications 

must be made either by May 1 or October 1 of  

each year.  Two letters of recommendation must ac-

company the application.  Graduate or seminary stu-

dents may apply each semester.  It is possible for stu-

dent to receive 2 grants each year.  For more infor-

mation see the February Echoes, or contact the Dis-

trict or Conference UMW president or secretary. 

Contributions to the Mable Heil Scholarship are also 

accepted.  

Jane Prouty  



Social Action 

Happy Spring and Summer to my Sisters in Christ. 

Spring has Sprung 

The grass is riz 

I wonder where everyone is. 

The Coulee Team is here and you are there to help. It 

doesnôt seem like it can be May already, but all of us 

have been so busy with church, family, and commu-

nity projects.  

Our local UMW just packed our materials to go to 

conference, as Iôm sure most of yours have. Isnôt it 

wonderful when we can give of ourselves?  Gifts to 

others can be so priceless, but not cost much.  How 

about giving the gift of your smile to everyone you 

meet? Smiles cause less wrinkles than frowns do! 

I want to thank the units who invited the team mem-

bers who visited and shared with all of you. It is diffi-

cult to know your concerns unless we are let in on the 

ground level.  We donôt have all the answers, but we 

do learn from you by sharing.  

Donôt forget the School of Christian Mission in Ste-

vens Point in July.  I wonôt be able to attend because 

my body is telling me to attend is too put too much 

stress on it.  I will be praying for all of you. 

Donôt forget to smile and grab a hand of someone so 

she can be one of us in spirit and attendance in local 

UMW. 

( ( ( ( ( E C H O E S ) ) ) ) )  

Dolores Arneson  

NOTICE

!  

Membership, Nurture and Outreach 
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If you are no longer an officer and should not be receiving this newsletter  

or you are receiving more than one, please pass this along to the correct 

person and then contact Newsletter Editor Laurie Hineman so that the  

ÆÉÉ×ÊØØÊØdÈÆÓdÇÊdÈÍÆÓÌÊÉrd®ËdÞÔÚdÈÔÓÙÆÈÙÊÉdÒÊdÆÑ×ÊÆÉÞpdÙÍÆÓÐdÞÔÚ̌d®d

had so many changes in addresses this time, I fear I may have missed 

some. If I did please contact me again and I will make sure it gets 

changed for next time! -  Thanks, Laurie :)  

Thank you to all the units that returned the Year-End 

Questionnaires for Local Units to Mary Lainberger. 

Mary tabulated the results and sent them on to 

Womenôs Division. The questionnaires were then re-

turned to the district. It was very interesting to see the 

many different ways units do social action. 

Here are the most popular: 

§ Support Local Food Pantries (A Coulee District 

priority this year.) 

§ Red Bird Mission  and Henderson Settlement 

(Another Coulee District priority this year.) 

§ Public Education (in the form of school supplies) 

§ Immigration Reform-Get in touch with your local 

congressional people and tell them that we want 

immigration reform, just labor practices, family 

unity and an end to raids. 

 

Pray for all of these issues and the people involved. 

 

Joyce Funk 

To get involved directly with 

Immigration Reform here are a few 

upcoming actions taking place in 

August: visit member of congress 

when they are home, prayer vigil, 

and Town Hall Potluck-Breaking 

Bread and Barriers.  Watch for more 

information on this later. 



P A G E  4  

Secretary of Program Resources 
 

( ( ( ( ( E C H O E S ) ) ) ) )  

When you come to the Annual Gathering or Day of 

Enrichment to purchase books and materials for 

your local UMW reading program, you will encoun-

ter a new face. I am replacing Jane as District Secre-

tary of Program Resources.  Fortunately, Jane will 

still be around in another position, so I will be 

able to ñleanò on her for guidance.  I am Carol 

Lange, and I currently live in Platteville.  I am a for-

mer elementary teacher and college professor.  I 

retired from the University of Wisconsin-Platteville 

in December, 2005.  Since then, I¹ve taught a few 

classes and supervised students in practicum 

experiences.  

Although I am relatively new to United Methodism 

in Wisconsin, I am an ñold timerò in the United 

Methodist Church and member of the EUB church 

prior to the merger. I received my BA and graduate 

education at United Methodist institutions and the 

University of North Dakota.  I have served on a mis-

sion field for four years and had a couple of shorter 

mission experiences. 

When you see me at meetings, please greet me. I 

want to learn to know the women of the Coulee Dis-

trict as quickly as I can.  I feel honored and blessed 

to serve you on this capacity. 

Thank you for sending the reports on your reading 

programs.  I am pleased to report that I have re-

ceived information from nine of the units in the 

Coulee District. I am in the process of tabulating the 

results which will be shared with you later. 

If there are materials that you wish to have me order 

or interesting books that you learn about at the 

School of Missions, please pass them on the me. 

Iôm looking forward to meeting you in Fennimore. 

Its spring and we are getting out in the sunshine, 
and while out walking around my house, I see 
many things that need our attention. The roof 
that we plan to put on, gardens and yard all 
need mowing and weeds pulled and seeds and 
plants started. Paint that needs to be put on out 
buildings and several other things came into 
sight.  
We need to do the same thing in our Local UMW 
groups. We need to look around and see things 
that need our attention. You can do this by mak-
ing a pledge to mission. Maybe, there is some-
one who you have thought should be com-
mended for the work they do in your church or 
community or in mission.  Perhaps there is 

someone your unit has lost that you would like to 
honor for the things they did in life.  
All of the projects done by the State and Na-
tional UMW are funded by the Local units. Your 
gifts are needed to help the women, children 
and youth who are less fortunate than we, both 
in our community, our country and in our world. 
Some of your local mission dollars that are sent 
into the district, are then sent onto state and 
some are even sent to help on a national and 
world level, to feed, clothe, house and buy medi-
cations for people who are in need.  
"étheir joy was so great that they were ex-
tremely generous in their giving...ò 

II Corinthians 8:2  

Education and Interpretation  
 

Carol Lange  

Debbie Yanske  
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Wisconsin Conference  

United Methodist Women  

School of Christian Mission 

Giving our Hearts Away: Native American Survival 
The purposes of this study are to (a) learn about the inter-relatedness between indigenous people and their land; (b) 

identify key issues affecting Native Americans in the U.S. and their causes; (c) understand and appreciate the 

ñGive Awayò culture of Native Americans; (d) lead the participants to act as responsible citizens and Christians in 

accompaniment and solidarity with Native Americans.  Study Leader: Carol Barton, General Board of Global Min-

istries. 
The Beauty and Courage of Sudan: Why a Dream of Peace Is Possible (2009 and 2010)   

For most of the past twenty years the country of Sudan has been plagued with severe drought. Desertification is 

apparent in the west, where thorn bushes dominate the savanna landscape of South Darfur and are killing out the 

native acacia trees. The shortages of food due to drought have sometimes reached famine proportions. Climate 

change in Sudan is not just a looming crisis; it is the reality on the ground. And then there are the wars of Sudan: 

unremitting, for nearly all its history.  Yet at Sudanôs core is beauty. Study Leaders: Elizabeth Adjai and Reverend 

Ethan Larson.  
Food & Faith  

In this study, we explore how the bread and fruit of the vine illustrate the magnitude of Godôs love for us on multi-

ple levels, how Godôs presence is invoked, and how the divine and the ordinary connect in mystery created by 

Christ and ordained my God. Study Leaders: Velma Hockenberry and Bishop Linda Lee.  
Young Women  

Middle school through college age ladies will enjoy special programming, including the opportunity to join in mis-

sion studies; share in meaningful worship, recreation, team building and volunteering; and build friendships that 

will last a lifetime.  

 
YoMiCa (Youth Mission Camp Grades 3-8) 
Located at the United Methodistôs beautiful Pine Lake camp, this is an exciting event that also teaches about mis-

sion. The students will participate in typical camp activities like: swimming, arts and crafts, games and getting in 

touch with nature.  In addition, the camp mirrors the adult classes by learning about mission. Yomica begins Sun-

day at 3:00 and culminates in a Friday afternoon presentation at 2:30. See http://www.wiumcamps.org/downloads/

camps/ElementaryCamps.pdf for more information. Leaders Tim and Kara Finley 

Ramada Inn and Conference Center   Stevens Point, WI   July 20-24 

Sponsored by United Methodist Women of the Wisconsin Conference  

Drive-In Day:  July 20, 2009 

School of Christian Mission : July 21-24, 2009 
at the Ramada, Stevens Point, Wisconsin  

2009 Mission Studies  
 ñLord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations . Before the mountains were brought 

forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are 

Together at the Table  
For generations the table has been an important symbol for the gathered community. It is around the table that food is shared,  



 

Who? 

The Wisconsin School of Christian Mission is 
for Everyone!  Women, men, youth, laity, 
clergyñ You!  

What? 
The Wisconsin School of Christian Mission is 
where people of all ages come together to grow 
in understanding of the mission of the church in 
the current world context through study, fel-
lowship, worship and fun.  

Where? 
Stevens Point Ramada 
1501 N. Point Drive 
Stevens Point, WI 54481  
Exit I-39/51 at Exit 161, itõs on the right  
Toll-Free: 800-998-2311, local 715-341-1340 

When? 
SOCM: 
Monday, July 20- Drive-In Day 
Tuesdayð Friday, July 21-24 -Week long   
Yo Mi Ca (Youth Mission Camp) 
Sunday-Friday July 19-24 

Why? 

School of Christian Mission is one of the best 
times to learn about one of the precepts of the 
church, mission. Not only is it educational and 
fun, but it is one of the best  
vacation bargains around! 

How? 

Register using the registration pages.  Please fill 
in all the boxes.  You may make as many copies 
of the registration form as you need.  OR email 
your registration and save a stamp.  

Questions?   

Contact the registrar:  
Marge Lyford  
608-233-5930  
mclyford@powercom.net 

Drive-In Day Monday, July 20 
Registration 8:15 a.m.-9:00 a.m. 
Opening Plenary  9:00 a.m. 
Overview of all three mission studies 
Special tables at lunch for young 
women 
Study books and reading materials available for purchase 
Mission offering taken  
 
Closing Plenary  3:15 p.m. 
 
Cost: Drive-In Day student $40.00 ($45.00 after June 22) 
 
Advanced registration is required and is transferable 
but not refundable.  To register, use registration form on 
page 4.  Each person needs a separate formð photocopy 
as needed.  

Four-Day School                 
Tuesday, July 21ï Friday, July 24.  
Registration  9:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Tuesday 
Opening Plenary  10:30 a.m. Tuesday 
Sending Forth  12:30 p.m. Friday 
 
Meals:  Four-Day studentsõ meals begin with lunch on 
Tuesday and end with breakfast on Friday 
 
Cost: Four-Day Studentsð registration, room and meals, 
$295.00 ($345.00 if received after June 22) $395.00 for a 
single room ($ 445.00 if received after June 22) 
 
Commuter: Registration $165.00 includes meals  
                           ($215.00 if received after June 22)  
 
Advanced registration is required and is transferable  
but not refundable. To register, use form page 3.  

Wisconsin Conference  
School of Christian Mission 



   School of Christian Mission 2009 Registration  

(Use one form per person; duplicate as needed; Please fill out entire form)  

Name __________________________________ Email_________________________________  

Address ______________________________________Phone (      ) _____________________  
City _________________________________________Zip _____________________________  

District ________________ Local Church/City ____________ Roommate: _________________  
Registration type : Adult Registration         Young person Registration  

    ( A confirmation of your registration will be mailed or emailed to you.)  

Studies (pick two, unless you are a Young person, then chose one)  

_____ Native American Survival _____ The Beauty and Courage of Sudan  _____ Food & Faith  
 
Complete the following with the appropriate dollar amounts  

(see fee below)         
      Adult   Young Person  

Double Room    ____________  ____________  
Single Room    ____________  

Commuter (all meals no lodging)_________  ____________  
Scholarship Requested   ____________  ____________  

Handicap room requested  ____________  ____________  
 

 

Special Dietary/Physical  Needs_________________________________________________  
 
Young Person Date of Birth ______________________   M or F  Grade Competed ________________ 

Send full payment by June 15 to: 

Marge Lyford  
2417 Chamberlain Ave.  
Madison, WI 53726 
Phone: 608-233-5930  

mclyford@powercom.net 
Make Checks Payable to  

Wisconsin Conference UMW  

Fees: 
 Drive-In Day    School of Christian Mission 
Alléééé... éé$ 40 Double room éééé..éééé..$ 295 
     Single room ééééééé.....é$ 395 
    Commuter (no lodging) ééé.é.$  165 
  Registration Due:  June 22; or $50 late fee applies.   
 

Scholarships:  
Available for first time attendees of SOCM 
Young Women Scholarships are available for full or partial fees. 
Clergy Scholarships available for newly ordained pastors.   

Accommodations and Meals: 
*Air -conditioned hotel rooms and meeting rooms 
*Handicap accessible hotel rooms (please request) and meeting 
rooms 
*Each hotel room equipped with bathroom, hair dryer, towels, sheets, iron, iron board, TV,  
and coffee pot 
*More information on many mission projects and learning center available with puzzles, & crafts 
*Reading books available for purchase.   
*Exercise room, pool and hot tub available (bring your suit, join the fun) 
*Daily Breakfast buffet featuring fresh fruits, muffins, pastries, cereals, juices, and coffee; eat when you 
want! (as long as you stay within the hours that breakfast is offered) 
*Free Wireless Internet access in-room and throughout public areas of the hotel 



   Drive In Day 2009 Registration  

     (Use one form per person; duplicate as needed; Please fill out entire form) 
 

Name __________________________________________ Email _________________________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________________ Phone (      ) ________________________ 
 
City ___________________________________________________ Zip ____________________________________ 
 
District ________________________________ Local Church/City _________________________________________ 
 
Drive-In day includes worship, an overview of all three mission studies, an offering taken for Mission Giving , lunch 
and closing communion.  Lunch will be provided in a banquet room conveniently located across the hall.  Displays, 
Program resources and the Learning Center will also be available.  
Complete the following with the appropriate dollar amounts (see fees page 3) 
     Adult   Young person 
 Drive-In Day    _________________ ________________ 
  
Special Dietary/Physical  Needs  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
No refunds given, but substitutions will be accepted.  
A confirmation of your registration will be mailed or emailed to you.  

Send full payment by June 15 
to: 

Marge Lyford  
2417 Chamberlain Ave.  

Madison, WI 53726 
Phone: 608-233-5930  

mclyford@powercom.net 
Make Checks Payable to  

Wisconsin Conference UMW  

See what you missed in 2008?  


