
 

Greetings to Everyone, 

 We have survived some pretty hefty snow 

falls, an ice storm, and a ―deep freeze‖.  And I’m 

about to ask if you’ve had any luck planting any 

seeds?  No, I’m not crazy! 

In my last letter I talked about how we can 

plant seeds year round with all the mission work 

we participate in.  We can and do influence the 

physical, emotional, and spiritual growth of 

women and children around the entire world 

through our efforts and support of United Method-

ist Women’s mission programs.  Occasionally it 

helps if we take a step back and take a closer look 

at what we’ve been doing, what we are presently 

doing, and more importantly what we would like 

to do in the future.  What are your long range plans 

to plant more seeds?  Do you need a gardener 

(resource person) to help?  In this newsletter you 

will find a list of all the officers and how to con-

tact them.  Do not hesitate to ex-

tend an invitation to any one of 

us. 

Last fall Joyce Funk, our Mem-

bership, Nurture and Outreach 

Chairperson sent out a question-

naire and I am pleased with the 

results.  We have heard from 

several units.  Many of the team 

members are making plans for 

unit visitations and I think that is 

fantastic! 

The Spring Cluster meetings in 

March will offer vast informa-

tion about the Red Bird Mission-

ary Conference.  Our Spiritual 

Growth Leader, Donna Fae 

Kruse has been going to Kentucky once or twice a 

year for many years and she has provided us with 

lot of information!  Complete details are inside so 

please be sure to set aside time to attend one of the 

five meetings.  You may wish to present the infor-

mation you learn at one of your unit meetings. 

The Spring Retreat 

at Sinsinawa will be held in 

April.  Complete details are 

also in this newsletter.  We 

have been informed that this 

will be the last year we can 

spend an overnight at Sinsi-

nawa.  After this year they will no longer offer 

overnight lodging.  We are excited to have Sandy 

Bubenzer from the Belleville United Methodist 

Church as our spiritual leader for the retreat.  She 

is lay leader for the church and a delegate to con-

ference.  Sandy lives on a farm that has broilers, 

layers, turkeys, lambs, steers, a milk cow, pigs, 

bees, llamas, goats…..a dog, horse, and a rabbit.  

According to her husband, Gary, ―Noah doesn’t 

have much on us!‖ 

 A couple of weeks ago I had the privilege 

of meeting with the Wisconsin Conference UMW 

Executive Team at First United Methodist Church 

in Wausau.  Many plans were discussed about 

School of Christian Mission and Annual Gather-

ing.  I feel there are going to be some exciting pro-

grams offered at each of these events.  School of 

Christian Mission will be featured in the May is-

sue of Echoes and Annual Gathering will be fea-

tured in the August issue. 

 Recently I ran across a quote that I would 

like to close with.  ―No one can help everybody, 

but everybody can help someone.‖  I know that 

we, as sisters in mission with God, strive for this 

as we carry out our programs and send in our con-

tributions to mission work.  We don’t always see 

the seeds sprout and grow, but with God’s care we 

know that the harvest will be 

good.  Why?  Because in all 

that we do we are helping 

someone, somewhere 24 hours 

a day!  Thanks be to God for 

all that you are and all that you 

do to further the mission of 

United Methodist Women. 

 Julie Oliver 
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Why not consider 

joining us for this 

spiritually 

rewarding event? 

Keep  

planting!!



Treasurerôs Account 

Vice Presidentôs Pen 
I am new to this position, but not to the UMW or the 

District Team.  I previously served as Social Action 

Chair and on the Nominations Committee.  In the 

early 1980's, I made learning centers (crafts, food, 

crossword puzzles, etc.) for two years for the SOCM 

studies at Ripon College. 

In May, is will be retired 14 years as a K teacher of 

over 25 years.  I have also taught grades 2-5 and 

worked with many student teachers and interns dur-

ing my 40.5 years of teaching. I am a native of Sauk 

City but have now lived longer in Platteville than I 

did there. I received my college education at UW-

Platteville. 

I was divorced after 35+ years of marriage and have 

four married children and seven grandchildren.  A 

twin grandson died before birth.  Am looking for-

ward to being a great-grandmother in Spring. 

I like to watch the Pioneer and Badger BB games, 

my flower garden, reading and TV shows with no 

violence.  I used to enjoy doing embroidery and did 

TRY knitting. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church 

and have been a Methodist since moving to Platte-

ville.  I have always been active in many church ac-

tivities and feel BLESSED to have met and worked 

with so many caring and compassionate people. 

Look forward to seeing many of you at cluster meet-

ing and getting to know you all better as we learn 

about Red Bird Missionary Conference and I become 

more familiar with my new job.   

Shalom. Dee      

Greetings!  I am Jane Prouty, the 2009-2010 Coulee 

District treasurer.  I am a member of a small United 

Methodist Church in Lime Ridge and the president of 

the local UMW unit.  You recall that you sent your 

reading program reports to me the last four years as 

I was the program recourses secretary.  I am looking 

forward to serving as your treasurer and hope I can 

serve you well.  

Our next district event is the March Cluster meet-

ings.  I am looking forward to a great program about 

the Red Bird Missionary Conference in Kentucky.  I 

hope many of you will join in a cluster meeting. 

The participation of each of us in a UMW in very im-

portant. As more are active in UMW, the more we 

can accomplish in Christian Mission to the world.  

There are so many things to do in our world.  

 Serving with you in mission. Jane Prouty  

   

( ( ( ( ( E C H O E S ) ) ) ) )  

Doloris (Dee) Gray 

Coulee District Vice President 

Jane Prouty 

Coulee District Treasurer 

I am not new to the Coulee District Team but am new 

to the position of Coulee District Secretary.  I'm sure 

that it will be helpful to review responsibilities of the 

secretary's office.  Keeping minutes are important as 

they are the official and historical record of your 

United Methodist Women's unit.  Minutes need not be 

lengthy. They should include date, attendance, deci-

sions made by the group, program participants.  In-

clude with motions the names of persons making and 

seconding the motions.  The secretary is responsible 

for bringing correspondence to the group and when 

necessary answering correspondence. 

          Wishes for a Happy and Blessed New 

Year,  Carol Andrew 

Carol Andrew 

Coulee District Secretary 
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Secretaryôs Memo 
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SPRING CLUSTER MEETINGS       March 23, 24, 25 AND 26
TH

 

The week of March 23-26
th
 has been set for the annual Coulee District UMW Cluster Meetings.  

This yearôs theme is ñExpanding Mission through Education and Actionò.  Emphasis for this meeting will be 

placed on learning more about the Red Bird Missionary Conference located in Kentucky.  Our MISSION 

PROJECT will be to collect cash/check donations for the Red Bird Mission or Henderson Settlement. 

Checks should be made  out to Coulee District UMW with a notation on the memo line, ñRed Bird Mis-

sionò or ñHenderson Settlementò 

 You are welcome to attend any cluster that is 

convenient for you.  There will be a $1.00 registration 

charge.  Our District Mission Team hopes to see 

many of you at the cluster meetings. 

March weather can be very unpredictable!   

(*) These District Team Members have agreed to be 

the contact person in the event weather conditions 

warrant cancellation of their group Cluster Meeting.  

Please call them if you are unsure if the group Clus-

ter meeting will be held. 

( ( ( ( ( E C H O E S ) ) ) ) )  

GROUP A: Mission Team - 

(*)Ariel Ferguson(608-647-3921),  

Carol Andrew,  and Carol Lange 

Ash Creek, Willow Valley, Bloom City, Boaz, Rich-

land Center-Peace, Richland Center-Trinity,                         

Blue River, Avoca 

Meeting:  Wednesday, March 25
th

 at 1:30 p.m.  

Location:  Ash Creek United Methodist Church   

  28820 Henry Clark Lane,  

  Richland Center, WI  53581  

GROUP B: Mission Team - 

(*)Rosemary Edwards(608-930-5955),  

Dee Gray, Joan Moc, and Ronda Pedley  

Whig, Cuba City, Platteville, Dodgeville, Ridgeway, 

Hazel Green, Benton, Mount Horeb, Belleville, Dar-

lington, Clarno, Midland, Fayette, Argyle, Lamont, 

Montfort, Cobb, Linden, Orfordville New Horizon. 

Meeting: Wednesday, March 25
th

 at 1:30 p.m.  

Location:  Belleville United Methodist Church  

  240 W. Pearl Street  

  Belleville, WI 53508  

GROUP C: Mission Team - 

(*) Deb Yanske(608-532-6853),  

Donna Fae Kruse, and Barb Gordinier 

Boscobel, Mt. Zion, Fennimore, Lancaster,  

Prairie du Chien, Wauzeka, Eastman, West Grant,  

Patch Grove, Stitzer, Livingston 

Meeting: Wednesday, March 25th at 1:00 p.m.  

Location: Prairie duChien U. Methodist Church  

 625 S. Dousman Street  

  Prairie du Chien, WI 53821  

GROUP D: Mission Team - 

(*) Joyce Funk (608-637-3055) and Julie Oliver, 

Gays Mills, LaFarge, Dell, New Hope, Retreat, 

Westby-Faith, Westby, Soldiers Grove, Viola,          

Viroqua, Liberty Pole 

Meeting: Tuesday, March 24th at 1:00 p.m.  

Location:  Viroqua United Methodist Church  

  211 S. Center Street  

  Viroqua, WI   54665  

GROUP E: Mission Team - 

(*)Jane Prouty(608-986-2721), Nola Fearing, Julie 

Prouty, Dolores Arneson, Laurie Hineman 

Baraboo-Emanuel, Baraboo First, Bethlehem 

(Blackhawk), Lime Ridge, Sandusky, Merrimac, 

Prairie du Sac-Concordia, Reedsburg, Wisconsin 

Dells, Davis Corners 

Meeting: Thursday, March 26
th

 at 6:30 p.m.  

Location: Dells -Delton United Methodist Church 

  (Includes Davis Corners)  

  320 Unity Drive,  

  Wisconsin Dells, WI  53965  
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Membership, Nurture and Outreach 
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If you are no longer an officer and should not be receiving this newsletter  

or you are receiving more than one, please pass this along to the correct 

person and then contact Newsletter Editor Laurie Hineman so that the  

addresses can be changed. (See page 7)  

Hello! I am Dolores Arneson. I am new to the Cou-

lee District Team. My home church is the Sandusky 

UMC. I look forward to meeting all of you as I learn 

what it means to be the new  

Social Action Coordinator.   

The District Team has chosen the following issue 

priorities: 1.)Immigration, 2.)Red Bird Mission and 

Henderson Settlement, and 3.) Local food pantries 

and public education. 

On Saturday, March 21st at First United Methodist 

Church in Madison, we will be having a statewide 

Justice Education event.  The focus will be on Im-

migration Issues.  Conference Social Action Coor-

dinator Mary Lainberger has information and regis-

tration form in the January, 2009 ―Catch the Vi-

sion‖.  I hope many of you will be able to attend. 

We will be busy in March because our Cluster 

Meetings will be March 23rd-26th.  This year we will 

be learning about Red Bird Mission and Henderson 

Settlement. This mission does great work in south-

eastern Kentucky.  They have programs that aid eve-

ryone from newborns to the elderly but they may 

have to discontinue some because of lack of funds.  

They need our support so please plan on giving a 

generous donation at your Cluster Meeting. 

Once again we will be supporting our local food 

pantries.  Please remember that in this time of high 

unemployment our units may be able to help fami-

lies with other needs also. 

With our year’s 

theme ―Expanding 

Mission through Edu-

cation and Action‖, 

the Women’s Divi-

sion suggests we take 

a look at our local 

schools.  Check with 

school officials to see 

if they need volunteers for in school or after school 

programs. They may have need of school supplies 

that a unit could furnish.  Check on Chan-

nel3000.com/classroom connection/index.htlm to 

see if your school has any needs listed.  The hand-

book ―Campaign for Children Phase III‖ is an excel-

lent resource for ideas on how to be a true advocate 

for children. 

Welcome to 2009!!! 

Joyce Funk 

Social Action 

When we hear about all the needs in the world, most 

of you and I can be thankful for what we have and can 

share.  The innocent women and children need the 

prayers offered by all Mission Mamas. 

Hopefully this new year will provide you with the op-

portunity to expand your work, gather in new mem-

bers, and support the faithful workers.  Many of our 

units seem to be having a more difficult time getting 

younger women involved.  Invite a neighbor, friend, 

or another church lady to ride to a meeting with 

you.  You might be surprised!!! 

On another note: 

I'm still waiting for over 20 Coulee Unit's presidents 

to mail in the new counting form to me.  Please send 

the form in as soon as possible.  

A BIG thank you goes out to the 

presidents who have fulfilled this 

part of your responsibility al-

ready!! 

My address is: 
Joyce Funk 
305 Fairview Drive  
Viroqua, WI  54665 

( ( ( ( ( E C H O E S ) ) ) ) )  

Dolores Arneson 

Check out 

Channel3000.com/

classroomconnection/

index.html to see if your 

school has any needs 

listed.   

NOTICE

!  
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The Spring Retreat is a program where 

you can. . . 

ß be yourself. 

ß experience spiritual enrich-

ment. 

ß enjoy time in solitude in your 

single occupancy room  

ß meet with old friends and 

gain new friends.   

ß enjoy the peaceful setting of 

Sinsinawa.   

ß connect with God and allow him to guide you in your 

mission. . .your purpose 

ß set aside 24 hours with God!  Yes, 24 hours!  When is 

the last time you did that?   

ß This year we are starting registration at 2:30 p.m. to allow for  more ñfree timeò to  

explore Sinsinawa.   

The program doesn’t start until the evening meal at 5:45 pm., so please consider joining us 

even if you can’t get there until then!            

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: APRIL 10, 2009 NO LATE REGISTRATION 

 

Schedule, Cost, and Registration is on the BACK! 

Spring Retreat 

April 24-25, 2009 

Sinsinawa Mound Center 

585 County Rd. Z 

(Note:  County Rd. Z is off State Hwy 11 Southwest of Hazel Green) 

Sinsinawa, WI  53824 

Telephone:  608-748-4411 

Leader: Sandy Bubenzer 

Member of the  

Belleville United Methodist Church  

Theme for the Retreat:  

―Honoring God with Tongue and Ear‖ 

Just $65.00 per person 

Includes 3 meals (Friday 

supper, Saturday breakfast 

and lunch) and a single  

occupancy room!!!  

What a deal! 

( ( ( ( ( E C H O E S ) ) ) ) )  

 



Coulee District UMW Spring Retreat 

Important Information 

Schedule 

 

Friday, April 24th 

 Registration-Begins @ 2:30 pm 

(The earlier you arrive, the more ñFREE TIMEò  

you have to explore Sinsinawa) 

...and continues until 5:30 pm 

 Evening Meal—5:45 pm 

 Session #1—7:00 pm 

 

Saturday, April 25th 

 Breakfast—8:00 am 

 Session #2—8:45 am 

 Noon Meal 

 Session #3—1:00 pm 

 Sending Forth—3:00 pm  Check out the website for directions  

        http://www.sinsinawa.org/ 

Please Bring:  

Your Bible, a notebook, casual clothes, Hymnals will be provided. 

 

Sinsinawa Retreat Center has a wonderful bakery and orders may 

be placed on Friday night for pickup on Saturday by 3:00pm 
****************************************************************** 
Make Check Payable to: Coulee District UMW 

Send Registration Form and Check ($65/person) to: Jane Prouty 

         Box 45 

         Lime Ridge, WI 53942 

NAME _____________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY/ZIP_________________________________LOCAL UNIT_______________________ 

 

Please specify any special needs (i.e. Need a room near bathroom or stairs, bringing wheel-

chair, diet, etc… ______________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE 

April 10, 2009 

No LATE Registration! 
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2009 Coulee District Officers 
President Julie Oliver 

S11605 Paulus Rd. 
Spring Green, WI 53588 

608-588-2258 
Cell: 608-574-6674 
oainc@execpc.com 

Term  
Expires 
2009 

Vice President Doloris Gray 
150 S. Court St. 
Platteville, WI 53818 

608-348-3296 
cyber_grandma_k@hotmail 
 

2010 

Secretary Carol Andrew 
PO Box 147  
Livingston, WI 53554 

608-943-8361 
car49drew@yahoo.com 

2009 

Treasurer Jane Prouty 
PO Box 45 
Lime Ridge, WI 53942 

 
608-986-2721 

2010 

Mission Coordinator:  
Spiritual Growth 

Donna Fae Kruse 
S6350 Hwy 23 South 
Loganville, WI 53943 

 
608-727-2313 

2010 

Social Action Dolores Arneson 
E2886 Templin Rd 
LaValle, WI 53941 

arneson@merr.com 2010 

Education &  
Interpretation 

Debra Yanske 
PO Box 13 
Avoca, WI 53506 

608-532-6853 
deblyanske@yahoo.com 

2009 

Membership,  
Nurture, & Outreach 

Joyce Funk 
305 Fairview Drive 
Viroqua, WI 54665 

608-637-3055 
joyot1@frontiernet.net 

2009 

Secretary of  
Program Resources 

Carol Lange 
625 N 4th Street 
Platteville, WI 53818 

608-348-4588 
langec@uwplatt.edu 

2010 

Newsletter Editor Laurie Hineman 
1477 Wellington Drive 
Reedsburg, WI 53959 

608-415-1160 
educationalguide@yahoo.com 
hinelau@wc.k12.wi.us 

2010 
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Committee on Nominations: 
Chair: Barb Gordinier (10) 
PO Box 88 
Mt. Sterling, WI 54645 
608-734-3241 
bjgordon@yahoo.com 

Ariel Ferguson (09) 
1020 W. Haseltine St. 
Richland Center, WI 53581 
608-647-3921 
afergrcw@charter.net 

Nola Fearing      (09) 
125 Center Street 
Lime Ridge, WI 53942 
608-986-2403 

Ronda Pedley (10) 
PO Box 477 
27402 Hwy 11  
Shullsburg, WI 53586 
608-482-0455 
spedley@centurytel.net 

Rosemary Edwards (10) 
117 E. Madison St. 
Dodgeville, WI 53533 
608-930-5955 
roseed@mhtc.net 

Joan Moc (10) 
314 State St. 
Mazomanie, WI 53560 
608-795-4950 
joanmoc@charter.net 



Mabel Heil Helps ManyðMabel Heil Scholarship 

( ( ( ( ( E C H O E S ) ) ) ) )  

P A G E  8  

For the past 27 years, the Mabel Heil foundation 

has presented scholarships to over 230 women who 

were working to improve their education.  Any fe-

male member of United Methodist Women is en-

couraged to apply. 

 

To request a scholarship form, write to:  

 Julie Miehe 

 155 Shato Lane  

 Monona, WI 53716   

 608-221-3061  or julie814@hotmail.com 

 

Instructions: 

1. Be a female member of 

Wisconsin Conference United 

Methodist Women. 

2. Submit a written answer 

to the question, ―In what ways 

do I consider myself a worthy 

student?‖ 

3. Send a completed application for to the contact 

person by May 1 or October 1 

4. Request that a letter of recommendation be sent 

to the contact person by either the president of the 

local UMW or by a pastor of the church. 

5. Request that a letter of recommendation be sent 

to the contact person by a church member who is 

not a member of your household and is not a rela-

tive. 

 

Rules: 

A. Any member of Wisconsin Conference United 

Methodist Women working to improver her educa-

tion may apply. 

B. Please have all letters written (preferably 

typed) on one side of an 8 ½ X 11 Sheet of white 

paper, using black ink. 

C. All applications are photocopied for the com-

mittee members 

D. Scholarships are awarded one semester at a 

time. To be considered again DURING a one year 

period, you must send a letter asking to be consid-

ered.  AFTER one year, you will need to fill out 

another form and secure new recommendations. 

E. If, in any given year, there is an increase of ap-

plications, these priorities will be followed: 

Women responsible for others will be favored. 

Women preparing to return to the employment 

field will be favored. 

F. The schedule is:   

First semester Apply by- May 1   

   Notified by- June 1  

   Check given – August 15    

Second Semester  Apply by- October 1   

   Notified by- November 1  

   Check given by December 1 

 

G. Application and two (2) letters of recommenda-

tion MUST by postmarked no later than May 1 and 

October 1 to be considered. 

WANTED: 
Logo Entries for School of Christian Mis-

sionThe 3 studies must be represented: Food 

and Faith, Giving Our Hearts Away: Native 

American Survival, Sudan. The entry must be 

black and white or color reproducible, 8 ½ ― by 

11‖, no copyrighted clip art. 

Submit an explanation of the logo. You can 

submit as many as you would like. The winner 

of the design gets to make the banner! Send 

designs to: 

 Flora Childers 

 4503 Brandon Circle 

 Sellersburg, IN 47172-1764 

 
Looking for another way to give back, be  

involved or make a difference in a  
big way??? 

Contact Barb the Coulee District Nomina-
tions Chair to find out where your talents 

might be needed: 
 

Barb Gordinier 
PO Box 88 

Mt. Sterling, WI 54645  
608-734-3241 

or 
bjgordon@yahoo.com 

mailto:julie814@hotmail.com
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For Christ's Sake,  
Turn the World Upside Down! 

 
The focus: Immigration Justice Issues  

March 21, 2009 
Come and worship, celebrate diversity as Christians, hear witness of first - hand 

experience with immigration issues, and take action by writing letters and  

reaching out into the community near our state capitol.  

Reverend Jorge Luis Mayorga Solis  

 District Superintendent  

will be our guest speaker  

First United Methodist Church  

203 Wisconsin Avenue  

Madison, WI  

Registration Starts 8:15  ˾8:45  

Sending Forth 3:30  
Lunch and Parking are included in registration. Registration is transferable but not refundable.   

  

Name _______________________________________ Email Address ______________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ Phone (_____) _______-______________ 

City ____________________________________________   Zip __________________________________ 

 Check all that apply:        Female      Male      Clergy     UMW Member 

             UMW District officer       UMW Conference Officer      Missionary 

District _______________________  Local Church ______________________________ 

 

Mail to Mary Friederich:      Registration $10.00  Make Checks Payable to: 

 601 10th St    Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women

  Brookfield, WI 53520     

If you have any questions: call or email Mary Lainberger at mlainberger@charter.net or 608-816-1378 

This is the logo created for the 2007 National Seminar. Permission is granted for use in presentations, etc., related to Nati ona l Seminar. You may not alter or modify this image in any way.  



 

1477 Wellington Drive, Reedsburg, WI 53959  

Coulee District United Methodist Women 
Dates to Remember 

 Note!!! 

 New addresses and  

New Team members!!  

Spring Clusters   March 23, 24, 25, and 26th  

Social Action Eventð Immigration 

    March 21 

Spring Retreat   April 24-25 

School of Christian MissionñStevens Point 

    July 20 - Drive In Day 

    July 21-24 - 4 Day School 

Coulee District Annual Celebration at Fennimore 

    Thursday, September 24th  

Wisconsin Conference Annual Gathering 

at Algoma Boulevard UMC - Oshkosh 

    October 9-10  

Coulee District Day of Enrichment at Reedsburg  

    Saturday, October 31  

Note from the Editor: 
Hi! My name is Laurie Hineman.  I 

am new to this position and am just 

starting to get the hang of things. 

 

If you would rather receive this 

newsletter via email  and not get a 

hard copy or you know others in 

your unit who would like to receive 

the ―Echoes‖ via  email, please 

email me:   

educationalguide@yahoo.com 

ADRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


