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ARCHIVES AND HISTORY COMMISSION
ELECT OFFICERS FOR QUADRENNIUM

The Rev. Richard O'Neil, Mineral
Point, was re-elected chairman of
the Conference Commission on Arch-
ives and History for the new quad-
rennium at its fall meeting held in
Oregon, Wis. on Sept. 29, 1984.

The Rev. Lyndon C. Viel, Bethel
Hill, was elected vice chairman; the
Rev. Lourinda R. Sanford, Phillips,
secretary; Dr. Arlow W . Anderson,
Neenah, conference historian; and
the Rev. William.Blake, Berlin, con-
ference historian emeritus.

David Chevalier, conference trea-
surer, serves ex-officio as treasur-
er under conference rules. Mrs. Mary
Schroeder, Sun Prairie, serves as
conference archivist.

New members were welcomed to the
commission, and members who had
served but whose terms had expired
were thanked for their service.

The spring meeting will be held
on April 13, 1985, at Sun Prairie.

1985

BARABOO PRESENTS BI-CENTENNIAL MUSIC
IN UNIQUE PROGRAM OF CELEBRATION

January ,

A unique celebration of the Bi-
Centennial in music was held in our
Baraboo Emanuel United Methodist
Church on Sunday afternoon, Oct. 27.

Four reed pump organs, of the kind
used in times past in most of our
churches, plus the church pipe organ
and three pianos provided instru-
mental accompaniment for the event.

The Rev. Thomas E. White, dressed
in the formal attire of the 19th
century, conducted the singing of
hymns dating from the time of the
Wesley brothers and earlier.

The only modern hymn used in this
unique hymn sing was A Song of Cele-
bration, which was sung at the be-
ginning of the service to set the
tone for the program. The oldest
hymn sung was The Day Is Past and
Over, from the sixth century.

Another touch of the past was a
series of solos played by NaTanya
Jaquish on the harp. NaTanya's great
grandmother was present, wearing her
great grandmother's wedding dress.

1984 HISTORICAL PILGRIMAGE NOTES BEGINNING OF RUTLAND UNITED BRETHREN
About 35 people from all over Wisconsin enjoyed the Historical Pilgrim-

age to Oregon,
urday, Sept. 29.

Following lunch at the Waterfall
Inn, pilgrims gathered at the Oregon
United Methodist Church where they
were welcomed by Bob Kuhn, president
of the United Methodist Historical
Society of Wisconsin.

The Rev. Roy Bosserman led the
opening prayer and the Rev. Dorothy
Brice presented the background and
history of the United Brethren in
Christ.

The Rev. Lorne Outcalt showed
pictures of all former United Breth-
ren churches in Wisconsin at the

WI and the former United Brethren Church at Rutland on Sat-

time of the merger and told what has
happened to each of them since then.

A short drive on Highway 14 took
the group to the old Rutland church,
which has not been used since 1912.
Unable to enter the building, pil-
grims looked through the clear glass
windows of the plain, white wooden
church to view two aisles and two
old stoves.

Since it was a beautiful day for
an outdoor service, the Rev. Lloyd
McCormick stood on the front steps

(continued on Page 8)



Book Review

WISCONSIN PASTOR AUTHORS RESEARCH ON JEFFERSON'S RELIGIOUS BELIEFS

by William Blake

The Rev. Charles B. Sanford,
United Methodist pastor of the Phil-
lips-Hawkins-Kennan charge, is the
author of a scholarly work entitled,
The Religious Life of Thomas
the University Press of Virginia.

The book examines the religious
beliefs of Thomas Jefferson, author
of the Declaration of Independence,
founder of the University of Virgin-
ia, and third President of the Unit-
ed States of America.

Against the frequently repeated
charges that Jefferson was an athe-
ist, Sanford demonstrates that while
Jefferson steadfastly denied the
authenticity of revealed religion,
following his reason and the writ-
ings of intellectual leaders of the
Enlightenment, he developed an act-
ive belief in a Creator and regarded
Jesus Christ, although not divine,
as history's greatest moral teacher.

Jefferson's lifelong devotion to
the rights of every individual and
his championship of the separation

ot church and state were rooted in
his belief in God. He regarded civil
rights as God-given and not the re-
sult of a social compact, and so in-
alienable. He believed as part of
his religious faith that no human
authority could rightfully abridge
those rights given by God.

Brought up in the Anglican tradi-
tion, Jefferson never lost his love
for its devotional emphasis and fre-
gquently used its Book of Common

Prayer. He rejected its trinitarian
theology, but appreciated its devo-
tional atmosphere.

Sanford has done an excellent job
of discovering the religious roots
of Jefferson's life, the development
of his theology, which he believes
to be "conservative Unitarian," and
the practical expression of his be-
liefs in his public life.

Sanford's book is well worth
reading and re-reading. Copies are
available from University Press of
Virginia, Box 3608, University Sta-
tion, Charlottesville, VA 22903-0608
and well worth its modest price of
$ 13.95 plus $ 1 for handling.

BORTH CHURCH HISTORIAN PUBLISHES 26~-PAGE HISTORY FOR BI-CENTENNIAL

A 26-page history of the Borth
congregation, compiled and published
by Borth church historian Mrs.
Delores King and her historical com-
mittee, was presented to members on
Sunday, Oct. 28, as a part of the
church's Bi-Centennial observance.

A special day of singing the old
hymns of the church took place on
Oct. 14, and a service emphasizing
the part played by the women's org-
anizations was presented Oct. 21,
the 50th anniversary of the women's
group in the Borth church.

The Bi~Centennial celebration
began with the Rev. Everett Matz of
Oshkosh as featured speaker. A pot-
luck dinner and a homecoming for
former members followed.

The roots of the Borth parish,
now the Borth-Poy Sippi charge, go
back to 1886, just after the close
of the Civil War. The first Evangel-
ical Association family to settle in
the area, that of Gust Hoeft, moved
to the vicinity that year. Hoeft

gathered like-minded people in his
cabin. The Rev. J. P. Viel, circuit-
rider, organized the church and
served as its first pastor.

Services continued to be held in
the Hoeft home until 1879 when a
building was erected on the present
church site. In 1906, the congrega-
tion had outgrown the original
church and a new one replaced it.

Burned in 1925 during an electri-
cal storm, it was replaced by the
present structure in the same year.
The Rev. David Fuller is the present
pastor.

Three pastors and a missionary
have been supplied to the church by
this vigorous congregation: The Rev.
Gustav Bloede, who died in 1960; the
Rev. Merlin Hoeft, pastor of Marion-
Wittenberg congregations; and the
Rev. Andrew Buhrow, now pastor of a
Baptist church in Waupaca. Miss Ger-
trude Bloede was sponsored by the
congregation for the mission field,



MARION TO NOTE ANNIVERSARY AS WISCONSIN'S FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

On Sunday, February 9, 1964, the Community Methodist Church and the
Salem Evangelical United Brethren Church of Marion merged to become Wiscon-
sin's first First United Methodist Church, and the third in the nation.

This historic occasion took place
four years before the official merg-
er of the two church bodies in 1968,
forming the United Methodist Church.

To commemorate this event, State
Representative Francis Byers,
trustee of the Marion congregation,
has applied to the Historical Mark-
ers Council of the State Historical
Society to name The First United
Methodist Church of Marion as an
historical site.

In a research paper, "The Found-
ing and Settlement of Marion, Wis-
consin,”™ Mina J. Welch noted that
the first religious denomination to
organize a church in Marion was the
Methodist group, which began devel-
opment in 1876.

Earlier pastors included the Rev.
David Soper, Perry Miller and T. D.
Williams. e

it

"The original church building was . R .
erected in 1891," said Mrs. Welch. C'Omm(mitj M@\)Odl%t CDU\‘(.\) MQ]‘O“,W\S.

"I+ was remodeled in 1930 and due to the determination and financial aid
of Rev. Dr. W. H. Wiese, the pastor, the mortgage was burned in 1938. In
1960, under the leadership of Rev. Martin Baker, the sanctuary was remodel-
ed and a parsonage purchased." '

The Evangelical United Brethren Church was started about 1880. Rev.
Yorkel was the first pastor. The first church was built on what is now part
of the Mulvaney lawn. The old steps still remain there. The new building
was built in 1926 and remodeled in 1952. The Rev. Duane Mevis is a son of
this congregation who entered the Christian ministry.

Special services of re-dedication for members of the new congregation
were conducted by the Rev. Marvin Baker on Sunday morning, Dec. 15, follow-
ing approval of the merger by authorities of both denominations. Baker had
served in the unique capacity of pastor of two Methodist and two EUB
congregations simultaneously since May of 1963.

All offices and commissions governing the new church were ratified at a
Quarterly Conference meeting conducted by District Superintendent Clarence
Kelley on Dec. 16, 1963, enabling local church officers to take over the
management of the new congregation.

In the historic Feb. 9, 1964 service, the Rev. Herbert E. Zebarth,
Conference Superintendent of the Eastern District of the Evangelical United
Brethren Church, transferred all Salem members to the new First United
Methodist Church, -combinina with the membership of the Community Church.
This service was made possible only after much study and work by both con-
gregations, much planning and remodeling, including the installation of a
new heating system in the church, enlargement of the kitchen facilities,
transfer of the organ from Community church to First church, painting and
redecorating, and the insulation of the First Church parsonage.

Superintendent Zebarth reported to the new congregation that denomina-
tional leaders on both sides of the merger found the union especially
gratifying since the initiative came from the people and not from the

church conferences. 3




DOROTHY BRICE PRESENTS HISTORY OF THE UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST
DURING 1984 PILGRIMAGE TO THE RUTLAND CHURCH, FIRST IN WISCONSIN

The Rev. Dorothy Brice, Richland Center, presented the following history
of the United Brethren in Christ during the 1984 pilgrimage on Sept. 29 to
the Rutland church, the first United Brethren church in Wisconsin.

The founder of the first new church on American soil, Philip William
Otterbein, was born June 3, 1726 in the beautiful city of Dillenburg,
Germany. His earliest known ancestor was a court trumpeter, John Otter-
bein. Two sons were born to John and Agnes Deuhman Otterbein. One son,
Charles Frederick, married Anna Christina Hatzfeldt, daughter of a
pastor. Two of their six children became pastors. John Daniel, the
oldest, married Wilhelmina Henrietta Hoerlon, who was described as "a
right noble and very virtuous woman."

John and Wilhelmina became the parents of Philip William Otterbein.
Known as "the right reverend and very learned Otterbein,” John was a
teacher in the Reformed Latin School at Dillenburg before he became a
rector. The house where Phillip William and his twin sister, Anna
Margaret, were born still stands next to the church.

Following the death of his father at the age of 47, Philip's mother
and her children moved to Herborn where living was cheaper and where
she could secure the means to educate her sons. ’

Ordained in 1749, Philip, with five other missionaries, departed
from Holland for Pennsylvania in 1752. The 600-member Dutch Reformed
church at Tulpehocken, Pa. called him. Here he preached weekdays as
well as on Sundays. He introduced evening meetings for prayer and
personal instruction. In 1760, he accepted a call to the church at
Frederick, Maryland, an old log church of 200 members. In 1763, a large
stone church was erected, then a stone parsonage.

In 1762, Otterbein married Susan LeRoy. He was 35 and she, 26. Susan
died six years later, while they were serving a church in York, Pa.,
which was located near her parents' home at Lancaster. Otterbein
walked alone the rest of his days.

At this time, a spiritual awakening was taking place in America. It
was in 1766 that a Mennonite minister, Martin Boehm, held a meeting in
a large new barn owned by Isaac Long, 6 miles north of Lancaster.
Otterbein was present. Boehm spoke with thoughts and convictions so
close to the heart of Otterbein that after the meeting, Otterbein went
to him, embraced him and exclaimed, "We are brethren!"

Otterbein took a pastorate in Baltimore, Maryland in 1774, the year
that he met Frances Asbury. Otterbein was 48 and Asbury, 29. They
preached the same doctrine and each was entrusted with a great mission.

A lith h from the “lost™ painting by Thomas Coke Ruckle depicting the ordination of

I-‘ra:nc(i)sg/r:::)urryoby Thomas (P:ke in the Lovely Lane Meeting House, December 27, 1784.

The ordination of Frances Asbury as the first Methodist bishop in

America took place in the Lovely Lane Meeting House at Baltimore on

Dec. 27, 1784. At the request of Asbury, Philip William Otterbein
assisted Thomas Coke in the history-making ordination.



