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ARCHIVES AND HISTORY
CONVOCATION

The Archives and History Convocation of the North Central
Jurisdiction will meet from July 8-11, 1996 at the University of
Wisconsin-Platteville. At the opening session at 5:30 on Monday,
July 8, Dr. Tom Lundeen, professor of history at UW-Platteville
will present a paper on "Freedom in the Area",, a history of the
black communities in Southwestern Wisconsin in the mid 1800s.
Presentations on Tuesday will include papers by Ethan Larson,
Nancy Bauer-King, Rychie Breidenstein, Diane Nichols, and Lois
Olsen. A tour of the Mitchell-Roundtree House will be given on
July 9. An estended tour of the area will occupy July 10 with
visits to Galena, Illinois, and several sites in Wisconsin,
including barlingtom and Belmont. At the closing session on
July 11, Richard O Neil will discuss "Philo Bennett, Social
Conscience of Methodism in Wisconsin."

Further information about the convocation can be obtained from
Mary Schroeder, P.0.Box 620, Sun Prairie, WI 53590-0620

ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the Historical Society of the United
Methodist Church in conjunction with the Center for the
Evangelical United Brethren Heritage will be held in Dayton,
Ohio on November 16-18. A copy of the program and instructions
for registration are included in this newsletter.

WESLEY TOURS

Educational Opportunities is offering a number of Wesley Heritage
tours in the United Kingdom during 1966. The tour starting on
October 14 is being led by the Rev.Lance Herrick, 2319,E.Kenwood
Blvd, Milwaukee, WI 53211-3315 ,

One of the mission study topics for United Methodist Women for
1966 is John Wesley. The textbook has been written by Charles
Yrigoyen, editor of METHODIST HISTORY Presentation of the topic
will be part of the School of Missions during July 8-11 at Ripon
College.



BELMONT

The United Methodist Church in Belmont dates its history to 1870
when the first building was completed and dedicated.
However , Methodist societies began to meet in the 1850s, at a time
when pioneers were forming societies to achieve the moral
standards that the church demanded. The societies were formed
to deal with the issues such as slavery, lacking education for
women, and alcoholism.

The early congregation was associated with the Elk Grove
Methodist Church which was organized in 1856. The Belmont
congregation was chartered in 1868. Land for the church
building was donated by Mrs. Charles Goodfellow who with her
friend, Mrs. James Bennett, solicited funds from the community
for the construction of the building. the foundation was laid in
1869. At that time, the Rev. W.P.Hill was appointed as pastor.
The building was dedicated in 1870. Cost of the construction wa
$2000. A parsonage was purchased in 1871.

Soon afterwards, a Sunday School was organized. In 18912, the
Epworth League was begun, a Ladies Aid Society in 1903, and later
a women's missionary society. The building had a series of

renovations and addition, including a community hall in 1922.
A pipe organ was installed between 1924-27.

In an article in the Belmont Success published in 1936, the
pastor, the Rev. A.W.Ingham characterized the Methodist Church as
follows:

"The Methodist Church stands for both depth and breadth, for
zealous work for the salvation of the individual and for social
salvation... It is more and more opposed to the resort of force
to settle national or international misunderstandings. It is
opposed to the legalizing of the liquor traffic, with its
pernicious influence among young and old. It does not oppose
the movie, but it takes active part lifting it out of the mire.
It believes in higher education and maintains scores of colleges
and universities...It does not undervalue Healing, but recognizes
the value of scientific healing and believes the church has a
duty in regard to this, so sustains many hospitals in which a
Christian atmosphere is present."

The church building underwent extensive remodeling in 1990.

The 125th anniversary was held on July 7-9, 1995 which included a
box social, a 5K run followed by kids games and a carnival. A
pork roast was served accompanied by the entertaiment of a gospel
bluegrass band. The Sunday morning service featured recognition
of former pastors of the congregation. The service was followed
by a brunch.



50th Anniversary Celebration, 1946-1996
H The Evangelical United Brethren Church
S Dayton, OH—November 16-18, 1996
u £ % % % % &
M Sponsored by the
¢ Center for the Evangelical United Brethren Heritage,
United Theological Seminary, and the g
Historical Society of The United Methodist Church
An Invitation The Program
You are cordially invited to share in a Saturday, November 16
50th anniversary remembrance of the 9:00 am - HSUMC meetings
creation of The Evangelical United Breth- 12:00 noon Registration
ren Church. This observance will take .
place in Dayton, OH, which housed the 12:00 noon  Lunch . .
national headquarters for this denomina- 1:00-2:00 pm Welcome and Opening Worship  Breyfogel Chapel
tion. It was also the location for the 2:00-3:00 pm “EUB Church Union, 1946"
church’s publishing house and what is —XK. James Stein (Garrett-Evangelical Seminary)
now United Theological Seminary, the 3:30-4:30 pm “EUB Understanding of Ministry”
only autonomous continuing seminary of —Donald K. Gorrell (United Seminary)
the former EUB Church. N . v
The formal program will begin on Sat- 4:45-5:45 pm Historic Shrines “Show and Tell
urday, November 16, 1996, the precise —Hanby House
date and day of the week of church union —Bishop Seybert/Flat Rock Cluster
fifty years earlier. The Keynote Address 6:30 pm Banquet Fout Hall
will be presented by Bishop Paul W. Mil- 7:30 pm Keynote Address Fout Hall
gcl)}l}gcéwho was a delegate at the first —Bishop Paul W. Milhouse, speaking
eneral Conference at Johnstown, .
Pennsylvania in 1946. Several papers 8:30 pm Reception and Dessert
highlighting distinctive aspects of EUB Sunday, November 17
practice, belief, piety, and mission will be 9:00-10:00  Worship Breyfogel Chapel
presented. There will be a hymn-sing and —Bishop Wayne K. Clymer, preaching
worship service typical of the tradition. 10:15-11:10  “The 1962 EUB Confession of Faith”
This occasion also serves as the annual —James E. Will (Garrett-Evangelical Seminary)
meeting of the Historical Society of The . e
United Methodist Church. The Board of 11:25am- — “EUB Women and Missions
Directors will be meeting on Friday, No- 1220pm  —Mary Lue Wamer (National Board, EUB
vember 15. Womens’ Society of World Service)
The Center for EUB Heritage, United 12:30 Lunch
Theological Seminary, and the Historical A&_A- .
Society of The United Methodist Church 1:45-4:15 pm Buséggn%fzalD:géogenonunaﬁonal Sites
would be pleased to have you join us on « ; .
this special occasion, as we pay tribute to 4:30-5:30 pm  “The EUBs in Europe ,
and learn from the distinctive history and —3. Steven O’Malley (Asbury Seminary)
heritage of the Evangelical United Breth- —Michel Weyer (Theologisches Seminar der
ren Church. Evangelisch-methodistischen Kirche)
6:00 pm Dinner
For Your Information 7:00-8:30 pm HSUMC Section Meetings
Another remembrance of the 50th anni- [ [Monday, November 18
versary of EUB Church Union is being 9:00-10:00 am  “Ecumenism and the EUB Church”
held November 14-17 in Johnston, PA, —John R. Knecht (Executive Secretary of
where the actual uniting service took Evangelism, EUB Church)
place. For more information about this 10:30 am- “EUB Piety and Hymnody"
celebration, you may contact Rev. Robert 12 noon —James D. Nelson (United Seminary)
Callihan (814-539-0532). 12:15 Lunch
Each observance will include a reenact- o pm v ,
ment of the handclasp that became a sym- 1:30-3:00 pm  HSUMC Annual Meeting

bol on the logo of the EUB Church.




Registration

Name(s):
Mailing Address:
City: State: ____ Zip Code:
Telephone:
Early Registr:'ation (before September 1, 1996) $65.00/person
Regular Registration (after September 1, 1996) $75.00/person
One-Day Local Registration $10.00/person
Continuing Education Fee (for 1 unit of credit) $5.00/person

[Professional ministers desiring Continuing Education
credit must register prior to November 11, 1996.]

Meals

Meal Package* $50.00/person
[Includes lunch on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday;
Banquet on Saturday evening; Dinner on Sunday evening; and breaks.
Breakfast may be secured at one of the restaurants in the motel area.]

Lunches only $8.50/meal
[Specify number and days-—Saturday, Sunday, Monday)

Banquet only (Saturday evening, November 16) $16.00/person

Dinner only (Sunday evening, November 17) $10.00/person

TOTAL FEES AND MEAL CHARGES:

Make check payable to: “Center for EUB Heritage” and mail with registration form to:
Center for EUB Heritage
United Theological Seminary
1810 Harvard Blvd.
Dayton, OH 45406

*If you have special dietary requirements, please specify. Every reasonable effort will be made to accom-
modate your needs.

All refund requests must be received at the Center by Monday., November 4, 1996 (except in case
of illness or extreme emergency). Refund requests should be in writing. A 20% administrative fee will
be charged for any refund.

Lodging is available near the campus of United Theological Seminary. Housing information and
directions to the UTS campus will be sent upon receipt of your registration.

l’
If you have questions, please call: 513-278-5817, Ext. 118; FAX: 513-278-1218



MARINETTE

On April 3, 1870, a group of thirteen people, twelve laymen and a
lay preacher established itself as a Methodist Church in
Marinette. The leader was Benjamin Ackrill. The group first

met in the Ackrill home, until the numbers grew too large and
they moved the meetings to the Dunlap house. Very soon, work was
begun on a white clapboard building which was dedicated on
January 22, 1871. The cost of the property was $3.049.13.

By 1875, the congregation had outgrown this building and on
April 2, 1883, the Official Board voted to build a new white
brick building which included stained glass windows. Services of
worship were held in the Stephenson Opera House during the
construction.

From 1800 to 1900, the population of Marinette increased from
2750 to 16,000. The Methodist congregation grew accordingly.
After another twelve years, the white brick building was razed
and the third building, this time of red brick and built in the
Akron Plan structure was erected. On November 15. 1896. the
building was dedicated with 1400 persons present for the worship
service. A newspaper account records, "The weather was perfect,
all nature seemed to smile on the enterprise.” A parsonage had
been built in 1892 and stood until 1967 The 100th anniversary
was celebrated on April 15. 1970 with Bishop Ralph Taylor Alton
as the guest speaker.

Three "language" Methodist churches had been established in
Marinette. The German-speaking Methodists had worshipped with a
congregation in Menominee. In 1899, the erected their own church
building. The Rev. Milton Leisman served this church from
1933+34 and later served as the pastor of the combined church
from 1964-65/ The German church united with First Church
during the 1940-41 year. The Norwegian-Danish Methodists
purchased land for a building in 1889. In 1906 a corner stone
was laid during the improvements on the building constructed
earlier. The property was deeded to another denomination in
1939, when the group united with First Church. The Swedish
Methodists organized a congregation in 1878. The first building
was constructed in 1882 and a second building in 1902. That
congregation united with First Church in 1942.

The combined congregations started construction on a new
building in 1971. The four and a half acre plot was purchased
from Catherine Reinas. The building is constructed of brownish
red brick. It is on ground level and has no steps. The
sanctuary seats about 250 worshipers. The building includes an
education unit and a small chapel. The original organ which was
moved from the Main Street building has been replaced with a
three manual Johannus organ. The bell from the original church
has been placed near the entrance and the cornerstone from the
church has been placed in the. new building. Ten stained-glass
windows were restored and incorporated into the new building.



The restoration of the new windows is a tribute to the
diligence of several women in the congregation. When the new
facility was built, budget restraints did not allow for the
costly restoration of the windows. A group of women organized
themselves as ad hoc fund raisers by making pasties. They not
only accomplished their original goal, but are still in
existence, making about 800 pasties three times a year. Over the
decades, they have contributed over $500.000 worth of furnishings
and improvements to the church and the parsonage.

The 125th anniversary of the church was celebrated from April to
October of 1995. Bishop Sharon Rader preached on April 2.
Other activities included several musical celebrations, shared
meal, including one which featured the famous pasties, services
recognizing organizations within the church such as the
education department and United Methodist Women. The final
worship service recognized members and former pastor.

From materials supplied by Kathryn Anderson and Neil Piepenburg.
PRAIRIE FARM

Members and friends of Faith Church, Prairie Farm celebrated the
100th anniversary of the church building on Sunday, September 24,

1995. Over 200 people were in attendance. The morning service
was highlighted with a sermon by the Rev. Don Frank, Northwest
District Superintendent. A noon meal was served followed by an

afternoon service of music and reminiscences.

Included in the celebration was a display of historical
artifacts: old church records, quilts, framed marriage
certificates, deeds and photographs. Included were items taken
from the cornerstone which had been laid in 1895: a copy of the
newspaper of the Evangelical Church printed in German, a German
Bible, a copy of the 1895 Book of Discipline and a local paper
listing those who had contributed. to the construction of the
church. It is planned that these items as well as items from
1995 will be included in the refurbished cornerstone.

The original church records are written in German and have
been translated by John Haechler. The fist meeting of the Barron
County Mission Conference of the Evangelical Mission was held in
a schoolhouse on Saturday, July 20, 1878. 1In 1886, the
congregation voted to build a parsonage, and in 1887 to build a
horse shelter. In was not until January 31, 1894, that the
congregation agreed to build a church building. At the Annual
Conference, it was voted to buy two and three-quarter acres of
land for the cost of $22,000. The church and parsonage were
constructed and dedicated in 1895. The building has been
designated a historic site by the Barron County Historical
Society.

Material provided by Barbara Bender



